Willlamson County Master Gardener

Journal

Volume 4, . Dedicated to growing with Williamson County January 2010

Inside this issue Master Gardeners Start the New Year at

Berry Springs

Page 2

A Message from the President

Page 3
Fire Ants - A Hot Topic

Page 5
Oak Wilt Warning

Page 6
Painting a Picture at Berry Springs

Page 8

First MG Meeting of the New Year \ Edgar Neflen, Jeanne Holmes, Susan Blackledge JoA{n e

ﬂ Williams and Bob Whitney plant pecan trees.

Page 10
Berry Springs Cleanup

=
Page 11 ¢ 7 &

Greenhouse Update

Page 12
JMG fnADiscovery Garde

Page 14
2010 Association Officers

Jim Rodgers, Director of WILCO Parks & Recreatio
speaks to Master Gardeners.

Williamson County Master Gardener Journald January 2010



The President 0s

Winola Van Artsdalen

What a busy, exciting time for Master Gardeners! As the new year bef
we find ourselves planning forgreenhouse plant saldarch 12, another &flar-
ket Dayson the Square March 13, and a HUGE evilatster Gardeners Spring
Plant Fair, at the Extension building April 17. Wow! We will need every one of you to help with these events.

K
|
|
|
I
|
I
I

If you have a particular area where you want to work, send a note to Annette Banks, awbanks!@suddenlink.net or
let me know. WE WANT YOU! We need every single one of you to consider yourself a vital member of tHe
publicity team. Be looking now to choose sites where you can post a flyer, and we will be sending it to yOl:J.

Without publicity, all our efforts will bring little return. With all of us working together, we can do great things!

Have you tossed aside your New Year's resolutions by now? | have a suggestion for you. Each yéar I
choose one topic | want to study. Previous years included such subjects as native plants, herbs, oak WiIt,:propaga-
tion, soils, and, this year, it is diagnosing plant health. Choose something you want to learn more about, elnd you

may just open your eyes to a whole new world! I

|
Master Gar- Always make sure plants are well watered before a freeze. Remember, our average Iastlfreeze

dener Marlyn date is midmonth. I
Hooper shares

While, out in the garden, a few tips with help from a fellow MG, Marlyn Heoper

Plan your new gardens now in this slow gardening time of year. |

some gardening
tips. Check the leaves of your houseplants for insect problems like scale, mites and mealy bu!;s.

Flush your potted plants twice with water to get rid of salt buid Be sure to empty water from drip tray, or t
salt will be pulled back up into plant's soil again. Check to see if plant is root bound and might need to be {noved
to a larger pot. :

February is ideal time to prune fruit trees. Prune roses on Valentine's Day most winters, but you might Wa'tch and

wait a bit this extra cold year. [
Would you believe aphids have already been sighted in our neighborhood? So much for the freeze killing all the
bugs! If you find any, wash them away with a jet stream of cold water. |
For warm season grasses like ours, wait until lawn is green and growing to apply fertilizer. !
And one |l ast tip, fiwhen weeding, the best way t:o ma
to pul | . I f it comes out o f--Atthorednkpaowo u n d easily,l it
|
|
N !
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/
’ Fire Ants - A Hot Topic b
|

Clair Hall

On a cold, rainy Monday afternoon in December, approximately 50 Master Gardeners and othersjgath-
ered in the extension classroom to learn more about an especially HOT topic: Red Imported Fire Ants. Wizzie
Brown, a Texas A & M Program Specialist in IPM (Integrated Pest Management) for the Austin Metro A!rea,
gave a facfilled presentation on the characteristics of the species, its effects on the environment and reniedies
for its management. I

Characteristics |

The Red Imported Fire ArfBolenopsis invictdjrst made landfall in the 1930's at Mobile, Alabama, b)ﬂ

I Now

traveling from South America in the cargo hold of a ship. By the 1950's the ants had migrated to Texas.
there are colonies throughout the state. The typical Texas colony has 100,000 workers with multiple qfeens,
each queen laying up to 1,000 eggs every day. The queens live between 2 and 5 years. All workers in the col-
ony are sterile females and livel8 weeks. The winged males die soon after mating. Males are distinguished
by their larger thorax (to accommodate wing muscles) and smaller head. Females, on the other hand, have larger
abdomens to accommodate reproductive organs. I

Ms Brown likened the fire ant mound to an iceberg, part of it above ground and part of it below. B%Iow
ground lays the nest chamber, foraging tunnels and tunnels to the water table. It is important to understand this
structure because bait will not be picked up if placed on top of the mound. The ants are looking for food lat the
end of their foraging tunnels, at least 12 to 24 inches from the center. She reminded everyone that althoﬁgh the
ants are not visible in summer, they are in the ground waiting for the heat to subside. Later, as the)) build
mounds, cement sidewalks and foundations are favored because these lend heat to the mound. :

Effects |

Fire ants also favor electrical equipment for an, as yet, undiscovered reason. They have been found in

air conditioning units and telephone boxes. Additionally, there is speculation that native quail may have fallen
|

|
Interestingly, Ms Brown pointed out that the fire ant sting actually creates a sterile pustule. If I

victim to the imported fire ant.

left alone and not scratched, there is usually no problem. It is the scratching that can lead to infection. Mgmbers
of the class suggested home remedies such as rubbing alcohol, ammonia, bleach and aloe vera. Reseafch hasr

identified any proven remedy, so Ms Brown suggests individuals use whatever works for them. I

Management :

Ms Brown discussed three methods of managing fire ants: Individual Mound Treatment, #8tepwo |

\\Method and the OneA-Year Method. Individual Mound Treatment includes granules, drenches, dust, b/a(t
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and organics. She pointed out that while granules and dusts must be spread over the mound, baits iust be

spread in a 1 to 2 foot radius. !
TheTwo Step Methodis perhaps the least toxic and most @fftctive method. Step one is to treat:

the entire yard with a fire ant bait product annually (or semiually). If mounds appear subsequently, thia

individual mounds should be treated with more product. Bait is made up of defatted corn cob grits coated in

soybean oil. It is the oil that contains the active ingredient that kills the ants. The active ingredient may be a

metabolic inhibitor, a nervactive insecticide or an insect growth regulator. If using bait, keep these tipé in

mind:

9 Bait must be fresh, not rancid.

1 Outside temperature should be between 70 and 95 degrees F.

9 Grass must be dry.

1 No rain forecast for 8 hours after application.

9 Never mix bait with fertilizer.

1 Always use a hantleld spreader (unless the product specifically calls for a-fypshspreader.)

The final method is @&nce-A-Year treatment with a product (such @ser n Ou} containing fipronil.

This type of product is more expensive but should be effective for 12 months. It must be applied early ||n the
year before the ants become active. I

Wi zzie Brown noted that most fAhome remedieso f
only cause the ants to move their mounds elsewhere. Of all the home remedies studied thus far, citrusloil ap-
pears the most effective with a 60% kill rate. I

The phorid fly has been introduced in parts of Texas and Florida. A Central America native,: the
phorid fly attacks the fire ant by laying its egg in the fire ant thorax. The pupae then moves through the ant to
its head which eventually falls off. Unfortunately with 100,000 ants in a typical mound, the phorid fly can
have only a limited effect.

For more information and additional publications on this topic, kigit//fireant.tamu.edu

|
|
1
1
1
1
1
1
|
|
I
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STOP THE SPREAD OF OAK WILT!

DO NOT TRIM OAK TREES FEBRUARY THROUGH JUNE!

Management of oak wilt is best accomplished by prevention.
SEAL ALL WOUNDS ON OAK TREES-
ANY SIZE, ANY SEASON, IMMEDIATELY!
(The beetle is the size of a gnat, and has been photographed on a wound within 15 minutes!)
Rule #1: Cut, paint; cut, paint.
Rule #2: If you can't paint it, don't cut it!
Rememberespeciallyavoid wounding oak trees, including pruning,
from February through June!

(Think Valentine's Day through Father's Bagive Dad a break!)

For more information regarding trimming, trenching, and/or tree treatment for oakl'edtisoakwilt.org
or Bob Whitney, Williamson County Agtiife Extension Agent, 51:843-3300 email:
rwhney@ag.tamu.edu
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Painting a Picture at Berry Springs Park &
|
Preserve :
Susan Blackledge I
|
Berry Springs Park & Preserve is happy to report the undertaking of restoring one of three (3), thifteen (13)
acre tracts of prairie at the park. The first 13 acres of prairie was sowed with native wildflowers and gras:ses. The
seed mix was purchased from Native Ameri can Seied ar
includes 5 varieties of native grasses and 28 varieties of native wildflowers. Some varieties of seeds were concen-
trated or added to the mix to create pockets of color to enhance the wildflower show we hope to experierice this
spring and fall. The natives will provide habitat, nectar and food for many creatures of the wild such as sl)ngbirds
and butterflies.

|

Aerial photo of irrigation lines and prairie restoration
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s s The process of the restoration included mowing the prairie in order to successfully sprz?yqsystemic

/7 broad spectrum herbicide to eradicate Klein grass, KR Bluestem and other undesirables. Next thehround

II was lightly tilled to prepare the soil to receive the seed and to expose, freeze or dry unwanted roots. ,Q seed
I broadcaster was used to spread the seed. Afterwards the area was gently dragged to lightly cover théd seed.
| A watchful eye on the weather was kept to make sure work was completed in order to ensure Mother Na-
| tureds tears to water the seed was spot on. ‘Ihe
I Pecan tree planting for the future is part of the prairie development as well. The plan included tpe
I digging of a well in 2009 for irrigation and extension of water resources in areas where there were none.
I Next came the mapping of the location of 103 native pecan trees and their irrigation. Site locations selected
| for the young pecan trees are along the parks concrete and granite trails in the most northern develope'd areas
| and pastures. The trees will shade the trails, provide new varieties of pecans and will extend the exist'ng
: mature orchard. Four varieties, Pawnee, Caddo, Nacona and Kanza, were selected and planted in gr011|ps
I along the trails. The varieties will be carefully watched to see how they adapt to different soil types in the
I areas where they were planted. |
| In the nick of time before the Arctic blast hit on Wednesday, January 6, all 103 trees were plantéd
| with the collaborative efforts of WILCO Master Gardeners, WILCO Parks and Recreation staff, Bob Wh!t—
: ney and volunteers. Many thanks to our beIO\‘ed
I Whitneyo. From start to finish Bob was there fo
I hands on supervision of how to properly plantlthe
| agency giving a helping hand to WILCO 1
| PARD for the enhancement of Williams :
: County. The new trees will provide an I
I outdoor classroom to demonstrate the I
I adaptability of the different varieties. |
| Plans for the future include two I
I more wildflower/native grass areas of :
: equal size adjacent to the area just plan I
I at Berry Springs. We look forward to a |
I beautiful spring. |
I |
\ I
\ I
\ /
\ Susan Blackledge hard at work /
\ 7/
7
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FIRST WCMG MONTHLY MEETING OF THE
NEW YEAR

\
|
|
Nancy Blansett :
What an outstanding way to start the New Year! An estimated crowd of 80 entHu-
siastic members filled the meeting room. Sandy Lawrence and John Papich collected dues
and updated information sheets. New directory pictures were to be taken after the mee:ting
and also in February. I
Paul Lawrence, program chair, started the meeting with announcements and reg-
ognitions. New and returning committee chairpersons were introduced. |

,,,,,
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Jr . Master Gardener Joanimdainesn at or é é é é é

Fundrai singééééééeéééMeetiedBanks

Greenhouse Manger éé éBrehdadléirddoé

Members visit be-
fore the monthly
meeting.
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I Paul was very pleased to announce that Jane Williamson has stepped forward to be our

Inewsletter editor. Way to go, Jane!

I Hank Belopavlovich stepped forward to thank the organization for its support through

Ihis recent medical procedures. New certifications were recognized: Mike Harper, Don Mar-

Ikette and Jean Machdapco. Two class members, Marlyn Hooper and Hank Belopavlovich

|were previously certified before the training classes ended.

I Wayne Rhoden presented the eveningds program,
ISafety quiz, a Building a Raised Bed Garden PowerPoint by Johnny Beck, Bell County, and a

| : .

Home Greenhouse Construction PowerPoint.

I The last portion of the meeting was reserved for installation of officers for 2010.
|Nancy Blansett officiated, using herbs as the connecting theme. She reminded the membgNIEES iile=] e

lof their responsibilities to assist, installedat ]

Iwith them in common service. I
[ monthly |
I . . meeting. I
I Master Gardener Association Officers for 2010 |
[ |
[ 1
I 1
[ |
I |
[ |
I I
I 1
I I
[ 1
I 1
[ |
[ |
[ _ _ |
| Winola Van Artsdalen, President; Sandra Lawrehce, Treas- I

urer; Jeanne Barker, Secretary; Walter Hoke, Vice
: president; Wayne Rhoden, p&sesident :
I 1
I 1
\ !
\ /
M. e e _ 7/
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Berry Springs Cleanup Planned \:

Berry Springs Annual Spring Cleaning is set for Saturday Feb. 27th. WorkI

|
will begin at 9 a.m. We will meet at the Tonkawa Pavilion located on the top of theI

hill across from the restrooms. Bring your hand clippers, hand weed claw, loppersy
rake, and hoe if you have them. Bring a beverage to carry. This year we are coordi-
nating a Pot Luck luncheon/snacks. If you would like to contribute please contact I

Elizabeth Griedeat elizabeth.grieder@earthlink.neShe will be organizing food/ I

beverages so we have a nice variety. Every year we have a great time while we V\iOI’k.
If you are interested in composting materials bring somethitgédhe materials I
home with you. We have trash bags that we can provide. |
Volunteer hours are abundant at Berry Springs. We are tryicgprdinate I
projects Tues., Wed., Thurs. 9 a.m. to noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Please call ahea!j to
the park phone @51230-0040if you would like to work. Availability of park staff I
depends owther projects we have going on. Our ultimate goal is to get you to |
befamiliar with the park so you can work independently thus making volunteering |
more convenient. The park is an excellent outdoor classroom to learn all about gal—
dening, trees, aquatic vegetation, wildflowers, native plants, and invasive plants . I

If you have questions please contact Susan Blackledge, Park Manager @ ?12
930-0040. I

Liz Grieder and
Sandy Lawrence
at | ast vy
park clean-up

1
1
1
1
|
|
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|
|
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! February Greenhouse Update '

|
| Brenda Mcindoo

: There was a bit of a Iull at the greenhouse over the holidays as we
Iall enjoyed friends and family and probably too many parties with food

i
|
|
|
|
jand drink. All the plants had been bumped up to 1 gallon pots and fertil- I
li zed. Lots of cold weather with very Ilittle sunI
'much work in the greenhouse as we waited for the plants to grow. But :
Iduring the last couple of weeks there have been a number of days with |
IIots of sun and look at our plants now! |
|With the plant sale only a few weeks away, the plants are checked each I
lweek for any signs of insects or disease, and flowers are cut off and plants are trimmed to encourage fuller g:rowth.
IShortly before the sale, the plants will again be fertilized and allowed to bud. Hopefully with more sunshine eind
Isome TLC from our great greenhouse workers each weel
Iing plants by mieMarch |
The next task for our volunteers is to research the information
on the plant varieties that will be for sale and to see that each pot:nas
a label with the correct growing information printed on it. Each plqnt

variety will also have a picture and information about the gtarthe |

|

I

I

I

I

I customers to read as they browse and shop. |

I There are currently 49 different varieties and approximatel!/

| 1900 plants in the greenhouse. This includes 4 varieties of Earthl%ind

I roses, hardy begonias, differamtlored coleus, flowering vines, andl
:many varieties of perennials for this area. |

I The schedule of greenhouse hours is emailed on a weekly basis and is also included in the calendar bn the
IWCMGA website. We try to take a midorning break and enjoy coffee, tea, or hot chocolate and often TeresaI
IRobinson treats us to a baked snack as we soci al:i ze
Ito get to know our members, to learn about plant propagation, and to add to the success of the greenhouse. I Please

Igive back to the MG organization and join us on either a Wednesday or Saturday work day. |
I
I
I
I
\

\ /
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