JOHNSON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER NEWSLETTER
MARCH 2026
“The song of the birds for mirth…”
The warm and sunny weather has brought tulips, daffodils and grape hyacinths to bloom and they really do cheer up the garden.  The Mexican plums and redbuds are budding out and bluebirds are nesting in our neighborhood. The resident mockingbird has been singing for weeks.  After the season of ice and freezing temperatures these are such welcome signs of spring.
There is so much happening among Master Gardeners, in our yards and for our community that the following are just a few of the highlights.  Watch for VMS emails and updates on the Johnson County Master Gardener Facebook page for the most up to date and immediate information.
ANNUAL PLANT SALE
The Plant Sale is just weeks away on April 18, 2026 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at the Chisholm Trail Outdoor Museum.  Susan Anderson, Martha Dean and Stacy Estep are leading the effort, with everyone pitching in.  
The  January 19 regular meeting was dedicated to winter sowing methods and members planted a variety of seeds in various soil mediums using traditional growing flats as well as recycled milk cartons that act as mini greenhouses.  Much plant propagation work is being done by individuals in personal green houses and gardens as well as in the Godley greenhouse.  Additionally, there is a team of members who will be assisting with purchasing plants to add to the plants being propagated by members for the sale.  
Please contact Susan, Martha or Stacy if you are able to help with this project which is the source of funds for the annual university scholarships provided by Johnson County Master Gardeners.  Everyone is welcome!
Several important ways to help are noted below:
· Identifying wholesale nurseries for the purchase of additional plants to supplement plants being propagated by JCMG volunteers.  
· Volunteering for many committees to help with the actual sale.  Types of committees include both day of sale activities and many pre-activities some of which are noted below.
· Set up and take down of the sale tables, etc. for the sale
· Organizing plants by categories
· Assisting customers with plant purchases
· Assisting with payment/purchase of plants
· A meeting for Leads of the Plant Sale Committees is March 16 at 11:30 am at the Garden of Eating restaurant in Cleburne.  Please RSVP to Martha Dean by email at marthawhitedean@gmail.com.
Of note:  For those who are propagating plants at home, additional supplies can be obtained at the JCMC/Ag office.  Please contact Susan Anderson.
GODLEY HIGH SCHOOL GREENHOUSE PROJECT
The Godley High School Greenhouse Project led by the team which includes Tracie Daugherty, Roxanne Hanna, Karen Singletary, Paula Snider, and Cindy Powell have been working with the students to propagate plants for the JCMG Annual Plant Sale.  The students under the tutelage of these master gardeners have approximately 100 hanging airplane plants plus hanging baskets of strawberries which will be included in the Annual Plant Sale.
JUNIOR MASTER GARDENERS
Master Gardeners continue to work with the Lillian ISD after school program guiding students in learning to prepare vegetable gardens and harvest produce for nourishing meals as part of the Junior Master Gardener Program.  See Facebook for recent pictures of the students clearing the raised beds and preparing them for planting vegetables.  Cooks Children’s Hospital provides grants of $2000 per year for these types of projects and Weaver’s Nursery in Cleburne administers the funds.
EAST CLEBURNE COMMUNITY CENTER GARDEN
A new project of the Johnson County Master Gardeners is to help East Cleburne Community Center set up a community garden.  Cooks Children’s Hospital has provided a grant for this project as well and cinderblock raised beds are planned.  An initial work day was held on February 28.  Look for more news about this new project in the future.  And feel free to join in this effort by contacting Debbie Goulding or Susan Anderson.
GUINN GARDEN
Guinn Garden has been in dormancy during the winter months.  A work day is scheduled for Tuesday, March 24th at 9:00 am to clean up the beds and begin planning for future plantings. 
RUSSELL FARMS
Master Gardeners hosted a vineyard pruning and propagation class on February 26 at the Russell Farms vineyard. Dr. Michael Cook, Regional Viticulture Specialist instructed attendees on proper pruning methods and Johnson County Master Gardeners led in the propagation activity with grapevines cut that day. Approximately 18 people attended the class including local area growers.
MASTER GARDENER WORK PROJECTS
There are many opportunities to participate in the Johnson County Master Gardener organization and to serve the community in addition to the projects noted above.  The Executive Team provided signup sheets at several monthly meetings and the following is the list of work projects and committees that have been formed: 
· Guinn Garden
· Junior Master Gardeners
· Russell Farms
· Education/Speakers Team
· Website/Publicity
· Hospitality/Benevolence
· Plant Sale and Propagation
· Godley High School Green House
· Scholarship Committee
· Audit Committee
· Bylaws Committee
· Directors Meetings
· Nominating Committee
Everyone is invited and encouraged to join the group of their talent and choice. If you have not yet joined a team, let one of the Executive Team officers know where you would like to serve. It is most certain that you will be welcomed and put to the enjoyable work of your choice.
NEW PROJECTS
Several new ways to serve have been initiated since the start of the new year: Office Hours and Master Gardener Host.
OFFICE HOURS
One of the newest projects, “Office Hours”, is the opportunity to staff the Johnson County Master Gardener Office several hours weekly to assist the Agriculture Agent, Cassie Mavis, in researching and answering client questions regarding gardening in Johnson County.  Please watch for Office Hour signup times in VMS email notices and signup sheets at the monthly meetings.  The options for Office Hours signup times are also available on the VMS system.  Contact Susan Anderson at monthly meetings or Becky Kozera at the office at becky.kozera@ag.tamu.edu, 817-556-6370, to sign up for Office Hours.  This is a great way to assist Cassie in meeting the needs of the gardening community in Johnson County.  Additionally, the Bylaws were updated recently to require each member to volunteer for a minimum of 3 hours in the office per year as part of the volunteer hour continued certification requirements.  


MASTER GARDENER HOST
The Johnson County Ag Office gets inquiries regarding interest in becoming a master gardener.  For those folks who are interested in becoming a master gardener or wanting to enjoy the learning provided by the monthly master gardener meetings, the Johnson County Chapter is initiating a “Master Gardener Host” group.  This effort is intended to welcome potential new members who express interest in the Master Gardener certification program by inviting them to a monthly meeting, greeting the visitor, finding out their special interests and introducing them to other members, especially those members who have similar interests or expertise.  The visitor would be encouraged to join the Facebook group and invited to future meetings.  It is hoped that this will sustain interest in the master gardener certification program particularly for those who are interested in becoming a Master Gardener during the year long interim between certification classes.  If you are interested in being a Host, please let Martha Dean know at (marthawhitedean@gmail.com)
UPCOMING EVENTS:
· Guinn Gardens Work Day – March 24 at 9:00 am
· ANNUAL PLANT SALE – APRIL 18
· Anniversary Celebration:
· The Johnson County Master Gardener group was formed in 2001 and an 25th anniversary celebration is planned to mark this milestone for the group.  Watch for further announcements about this celebration!
· Next Regular Continuing Education Meeting topics (3rd Monday of the month):
· March 16 – Bees 
· (If interested in building a solitary bee house, a cost of $15 is required for materials)
· April 20 – Pressed Flowers
· May 18 – Hummingbirds
· June 15 – Roses
EXECUTIVE BOARD
The Johnson County Master Gardener Chapter was founded in 2001 and since that time master gardeners have contributed many hours of service to the community.  
At the December 2025 Meeting and Christmas Party, Service Pins and Awards were given to members for years of service, advanced training and notable contributions to promoting gardening in Johnson County.  
The following Master Gardeners were acknowledged for their many years of service and contributions as noted below. (Actual years of service are noted in parentheses.)

MASTER GARDENER SERVICE RECOGNITION
	30 YEAR PIN

	20 YEAR PIN


	Grace Clanton (30)
	Elaine Bell (24)

	
	Karen Singletary (20)


	15 YEAR PIN

	10 YEAR PIN


	Diane Alsberry (18)
	Cindy Powell (12)

	Joyce Block (18)
	Noelle Schechter (12)

	Stacey Estep (18)
	Darla Bradshaw (10)

	Laura Smargiasso (18)
	Roberta Frizell (10)


	5 YEAR PIN

	

	Mary Ann Kirkpatrick (8)
	

	Lu Lu Wellborn (8)
	

	Tracie Daugherty (6)
	

	Roxanne Hanna (6)
	

	Gina Bollinger (5)
	

	Amy Nichols (5)
	

	Susan Pollock (5)
	

	Sharley Langlee (5)
	



MASTER GARDENER EMERITUS
The following gentlemen were recognized with the Emeritus Award for their many years of service and continued contributions to promoting gardening in Johnson County.  Candidates for the Emeritus Award are nominated by Johnson County members.  The Emeritus Award is then vetted, approved and awarded by the Texas Master Gardener Society based on recommendations of individual county organizations.  A celebration of the contributions of these gentlemen is planned in early spring of 2026.  
Ben Oefinger
Garey Wylie
MASTER GARDENER SERVICE PINS FOR TRAINING
	Learn, Grow, Eat & Go
	Advanced Training – Tree Care

	Susan Anderson
	Debbie Goulding

	Debbie Goulding
	Karen Singletary

	Sharley Langlee
	


FUTURE AWARDS VOTED
Additionally, at the February meeting, Johnson County Master Gardeners voted to begin the process of awarding Elaine Bell with Emeritus status.
Treasurer’s Report
As of January 31, 2026, the Johnson County Master Gardeners had a total of $37,766.14 in both checking and savings accounts after deposits and dispersals. 
GENERAL
Many thanks to all the Johnson County Master Gardeners for their continued contributions to promoting the knowledge and enjoyment of the many aspects of gardening.  And thanks to Martha Dean and Deidra Coslow for their input and assistance in providing information and updates for portions of this newsletter.
EXTENSION OFFICE UPDATES FROM CASSIE MAVIS
I would like to say a huge thank you for all the work each of you do for the community.  Spring is incredibly busy and often when volunteers (or agents) can get overwhelmed/burnt out.  Please know how much I appreciate everyone’s efforts, big or small. I know many of you have family matters and other responsibilities going on.  If you ever need encouragement, a helping hand or just someone to listen, please don’t hesitate to reach out.  Spring is a reminder of new beginnings and growth.  I hope everyone enjoys it!
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