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President’s Message 
 

January Meeting 

Date: Thursday, January 

19th 

Time: 6:15 pm Social 

6:45 pm Announcements 

7:00 pm Class 28 gradua-

tion 

7:15 pm Shade Plants - Liz 

Romero 

8:15 pm Business Meeting 
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As the year is coming to an end, so is my reign 

as your Master Gardener President. It has been 
an interesting experience that I will not soon 
forget. There have been some highs and lows but 
overall I am glad I served. I promise that I will 

still be around to help, when I can and to be available to answer questions. I thank 
all who have supported me and volunteered to make my time as president a pleasant 
one. 

Happy Holidays to all and be safe as you celebrate the 
coming of the New Year. 

As always, I am here to help. 

 

  Marvin Borth 

Future Meetings 
  

February 16, 2017— 

Phytonutrient Gardening by 

Joe Urbach. Free seeds will 

be given away 

March 16, 2017– The 

Gretchens from the Gretchen 

Bee Ranch in Seguin 
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Remember to share your gardening photos on our Facebook page!  We’ve recently seen Mary’s beautiful bok 
choy, Betty and her team’s wonderful Frontier Christmas tree, and pictures from the Southern Region Master 
Gardener Conference in Arlington that Polly Ruppert, Pat Schultze, Cindy Martin, and Peggy Jones attended.  
To see these photos and more go to Facebook, search for the Guadalupe County Master Gardener group, 
send a request to join, and then enjoy.  It’s that easy!  This is an open group so that everyone can learn and 
share all aspects of gardening.   

 

Photos aren’t the only thing you’ll find at our page, members have been great about sharing helpful websites 
and Cindy Waechter is especially good at giving us reminders of upcoming events. 

 

So join today!  We look forward to welcoming you to our Facebook family.  Merry Christmas to you all, may 
your holiday season be filled with joy and merriment!  

 

If you have any questions or concerns you can contact me directly at adrippel@gmail.com  or give me a call 
at (830) 379-7203 during daytime hours. 

 

April Rippel 

Class 27                                                                                                        

 

 

From 

Your 

Board of Directors 

mailto:adrippel@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/148498042257252/
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                                                               All photos by Marvin “T” Taylor 
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The Wandering Gardener 
Marilyn Moltz 

 
 

Crater Lake National Park 
Oregon 

  
Crater Lake NP is located in southern Oregon.  I have visited there twice, the first time late spring 1993 and 
last in summer of 2008.  Both visits were memorable and very different.  In 1993 there was still much snow on 
the ground and we could not drive the entire rim drive as the roads were not all plowed.  There was also lim-
ited animal and bird activity because of the cold weather.  In 2008, it was warm and we could drive the entire 
rim to get many different views of the late.  Most of the trees around the lake are conifers and summer is a 
much better time to see animals and lots of birds. 
  
Both times views of the lakes were very striking—clear, very blue water in a very deep hole! Crater Lake is the 
deepest lake in the United States-over 1900 feet deep.  The park offers two motels, three restaurants, a general 
store and two campgrounds if you wish to make this a stop on a trip or a destination.  I preferred the views 
with the snow as it covered the bare mountain sides but there was less we could do on that trip. The park of-
fers biking, hiking, snowshoeing and Ranger guides. 
  
This national park is only 176 miles from Redwood NP in northern California and close to the Oregon coast-
line which is beautiful to drive along.  If you are planning a trip to the Pacific Northwest (perhaps to the 
IMGC in Portland, OR in July 2017), try to add both of these national parks to your itinerary. 
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Black Swallowtail Butterflies 
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Zebra Heliconian Butterflies  



7 

 

 

Bob calls this one 

Haven’t a Clue 

Because he doesn’t know what it 

Do you? 
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Class 28 – Final Report 
 

Kay McElveen 
 
 

One of the Class 28 students commented to me at the next to the last class session that she couldn’t 
believe the time had gone so fast and the class was almost over. That caused me to look back to Au-
gust and consider how far the group had come. 
 
I remember the first day when we had fourteen strangers all sitting there wondering what to expect 
and what they had gotten into. Then they got a look at the manual and were asked to put it together 
with the accompanying test and I’m pretty sure some considered backing out right there. When we 
gave the first “homework” assignment it just confirmed their suspicions that this was going to be 
more work than they thought. 
 
By the time we got to the second and third sessions people had started to relax and we had added an 
additional student. Folk were getting to know each other and the normal group process of coming in 
and sitting in exactly the same place with exactly the same people had set in. When we made them 
move there was some resistance but they got to know some other people in the class and the identity 
of Class 28 was formed – besides, they had fun doing it. 
 
The other thing that jumps to mind when I look back at Class 28 was the “deer in the headlights” 
look that some of them had after some of the presentations – like Dr. Jake Mowrer’s talk on Soils & 
Nutrients or Liz Palfini on Botany. I remember being a little overwhelmed by the depth of knowledge 
and information presented in the course and I think that is true of most potential Master Gardeners. 
 
If you read the speaker evaluation forms you would see a lot of “my favorite so far” comments. The 
favorites changed depending on what was going on each week. We had such a great bunch of pre-
senters that it would be hard to say who the “best” was. Each participant had their “favorites” but I 
would bet that the Propagation class would be on everyone’s list. Who doesn’t like digging in the 
dirt?   
 
As Class 28 finishes up I look back to that group of strangers. They came to the Master Gardeners 
class with a wide range of experience and interests. I hope they each got value from the time spent in 
the class. I know that I learned a great deal from each of them and truly enjoyed having them in class. 
Several are going to certify when they graduate, which means they worked extra hard doing the class 
and volunteer hours. Class graduation will be at the January 19 membership meeting. Please join me 
in congratulating Class 28! 
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Website at  http://npsot.org/wp/guadalupe/ 

 

mailto:http://npsot.org/wp/guadalupe/
http://npsot.org/wp/guadalupe/
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Why Do My 2014/2015/2016 Hours Show in VMS? 

When I view my hours in VMS, my 2014, 2015 and 2016 hours are included in the totals.  Is this 
correct?  Yes, it is.  As currently designed, VMS contains a cumulative total of all hours reported in VMS 
regardless of the year earned.  When you report 2017 hours in VMS, the totals will include your 2014, 
2015, and 2016 hours as well as your 2017 hours. 

 

How can I see how many hours I’ve reported in 2017?  Go to Your Information, Viewing Your 
Hours.  At the top of the page under Volunteer Hour History for (Your Name), you will see a Start Date 
Box and an End Date Box.  Input the dates for which you want your hours report and select the SUBMIT 
KEY.  For example, if you want to know how many hours you earned in January the Start Date would be 
1/1/2016 and the End Date would be 1/31/2016. Scroll to the bottom of the page to see your hour totals 
for the dates input.  If you want a written report of your hours, select the CREATE EXCEL key and 
VMS will place an Excel Spreadsheet of your hours in your Downloads Files. 

 

When Will I Receive My 2017 Master Gardener  
Membership Card? 

2017 Master Gardener Membership Cards will be available for members to pick up at the January 
membership meeting, 19 Jan 2017.  If you don’t attend the January meeting you can obtain your 
membership card in one of three ways. 

You can pick up your membership card at any monthly Membership Meeting. 

You can drop by the AgriLife Extension office at 210 E. Live Oak Street in Seguin and pick up your 
membership card from Carol Calentine (you might want to call first, 830-379-2153, to be sure Carol is in 
the office) 
You can send a self-addressed stamped envelope to Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, 210 E. Live 

Oak Street, Seguin, TX 78155 requesting your Membership Card be mailed to you. 

Personal Data Check-up Time 

As Master Gardener’s, we are responsible for keeping our personal information updated in the Volunteer 
Management System (VMS). The beginning of the year is a perfect time to check your mailing address, 
phone numbers, and email address to ensure your information is correct.  All you have to do is log into 
VMS and under “Your Information” click on “Edit Your Profile”.  Scroll down your profile page, double 
check the information, change what is necessary and hit the “Save” button at the end of the page.  That’s 
it.  You personal data checkup will be complete for another year.  And by the way, in case your infor-
mation changes during the year, you don’t have to wait till next January to change it.  You can change it 
anytime you log into VMS. 
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The John Lewicki SuperStar Trail at Gutierrez Park 

From Class 25, John Lewicki spent many hours laboring his love in gardening, and in this journey 
he brought back life to the Gutierrez Park after many years of neglect.  One of John's dreams was 
to create a SuperStar Trail there.  Recently, the landscape drawings envisioning his dream were 
rediscovered. 

With prior approval from the City of Schertz, a committee is now being organized to start the 
planning process of completing John's dream.  Please join us for a discussion meeting 
on Thursday,  January 19, 2017, at 5:00 pm at the AgriLife meeting room (prior to our 
monthly membership meeting). 

Help make John's dream come true. SuperStar plants and charitable contributions, in loving 
memory of John Lewicki, are being accepted. Should you have any questions, please contact 
Kim Darrough or Cynthia Lyssy. 

New Reimbursement Policy effective December 15, 2016 

In order for our Master Gardeners to be reimbursed for expenditures, receipts must be turned 
in within 90 days from date of purchase.  If not, you have just made a donation to the GCMG. 

Master Gardeners will have a 30 day grace period from this effective date to get in those old 
receipts. (Original email sent from Cynthia Lyssy  on 12-19-16) 

With our new incoming Treasurer, Kat Taylor, this new reimbursement policy will help her keep 
our financial records and budget current. 

Please thank Kat for accepting this very important position. 

March plant sale 
 
Our March plant sale is just around the corner and it’s time to think about what vegetable or orna-
mental plants you're going to raise for the sale!  This is our biggest fund raiser for the year.   It is 
scheduled for Sat. March 18 with March 25 as the rain date. This is a great way to earn volunteer 
hours on your schedule and at your own pace.  Pots and soil will be available at the Agrilife building 
(MG storage shed) or and the Community Garden in Schertz. Some seeds will be available at the 
Jan meeting.  Bring your seed starting questions to the Jan meeting and plan to pick up the supplies 
you need to get started (if you haven't done so already).   Keep in mind also that our Earth Day 
plant sale is Sat. April 29.  Our focus will be on ornamentals, as it is too late in the season for vege-
table plants.  So, if you've got extra plants you can start propagating or dividing for that sale also.   

 
Thanks,  

 Cyndy Winkelman 
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December Volunteer Recognition Drawing 
 

23 Certified Master Gardeners qualified for the December Volunteer Recognition Program Drawing. The 
winner will be drawn at the January 19, 2017 Membership Meeting. 

 

Members Reporting 5 or More Volunteer Hours in November 2016 

 

 

 

All 23 qualify for one entry into the 2016 $150 Annual Recognition Drawing which will also be held during 
the 19 January 2017 Membership Meeting. 

 

To qualify for the Monthly Volunteer Recognition Program drawing, Certified Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners must report a minimum of 5 volunteer hours earned during the month in VMS by the last calen-
dar day of the month.  Hours earned for attendance at the monthly GCMG Membership Meeting are not 
included in the minimum 5 hours, except those earned for meeting setup.  Board members do not participate 
in the Volunteer Recognition Program. 

 

Don’t forget to earn and report your hours by 31 January 2017 to be eligible for the February Member-
ship Drawing. 

December Volunteer Recognition Program 

  LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME      LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME  

1 Bennett Kathy   13 Miller Mary 

2 Bowe Mary   14 Odvody Ann 

3 Burton Rodney   15 Odvody Dale 

4 Cover Kay   16 Patterson Karen 

5 Cox Robert (Bob)   17 Preston Jerilyn 

6 Darrough Kim   18 Richardson Elizabeth 

7 Friesenhahn Joyce   19 Rippel April 

8 Heuerman Barbara   20 Schultze Pat 

9 Jones Peggy   21 Seale Iris 

10 Knobles Janice   22 Tremaine Black Sandy 

11 Malmsten Randee   23 Winkelman Cynthia 

12 Martin Cindy         
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 8:30am-noon except for holidays. Volunteers are always 

needed. Contact Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

 

Every Tuesday and Friday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden. Check with Ann 

Odvody odvodyd@swbell.net 210-994-9664 for start hour and access at other times. 

 

Every Friday 9am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn. Check with Janice Knobles,  

830-379-6193 or e-mail jmknobles@yahoo.com for details. 

 

KWED Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show is always looking for volunteers. Contact Janet Grafe at 

830-639-4199 or e-mail to janetgrafe@hotmail.com. 

 

For our meetings, we could use help with setting out chairs since we usually put out 80 chairs. That way 

we are not putting out chairs during the program. If a few people came 30 minutes early, that would help 

a lot.  

November 2016 Volunteer Recognition Corner 
 

 GCMG volunteers reported 557 volunteer hours.  

 

 October’s Top Volunteers: Kim Darrough, Ann Odvody and Dale Odvody reported 25 or more 
volunteer hours 

 

 100 Master Gardeners have met the volunteer and continuing education hours requirement for 2016, 95 
have paid dues for 2017 

 

 2016 100 Hour Volunteers: Kathy Bennett, Mary Bowe, Rodney Burton, Kay Cover, Robert Cox, Kim 
Darrough, Joyce Friesenhahn, Barbara Heuerman, Elizabeth Hughes, Jim Johnson, Peggy Jones, KJ 
Kjolhede, Janice Knobles, Cynthia Lyssy, Cindy Martin, Kay McElveen, Ann Odvody, Dale Odvody, 
Jerilyn Preston, Iris Seale, Mary Styblo, Carol Suchan, Cindy Waechter 
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GCMG Project List for Recording Volunteer and Continuing  

Education Hours in VMS 

As of  January 2017 
 

Following is the Board approved GCMG Project List for Recording Volunteer and Continuing Education Hours in 
VMS as of January 2017 

 

 

 

Project Name Description 

(a) Membership Meeting Monthly Membership Meeting to Include Speaker Presenta-
tion 

Continuing Education Hours: Speaker Presentation 

Volunteer Hours: Travel Time & Business Meeting 

(b) Continuing Education Educational seminars/classes in the various facets of garden-
ing 

A&M AgriLife Master Gardener on-line training modules 

A&M AgriLife  sponsored webinars 

(c) MG Organizational Support Committee Duties & Meetings 

Executive Board Duties and Meetings 

Facebook 

Master Gardener Office/Library 

Membership Outreach (Notifications, phone calls, cards, let-
ters, etc.) 

Newsletter 

Publicity 

Seguin Christmas Tree Decorating 

Socials, hospitality, refreshments (planning, set up, clean up: 
NOT attendance or cooking) 

Volunteer Hours Program 

Volunteer Recognition 

(d) Guadalupe County Community Garden   

(e) Gutierrez Xeriscape Park   

(f) Red Barn   

(g) Approved Gardens Marion Veteran’s Park 

Seguin Park West 
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GCMG Project List for Recording Volunteer and Continuing  

Education Hours in VMS 

As of  January 2017 
 

Following is the Board approved GCMG Project List for Recording Volunteer and Continuing Education 
Hours in VMS as of January 2017 

Project Name Description 

(h) Public Educa-
tion/Outreach 

Answering questions for the public 

Ask a Master Gardener 

KWED radio (Researching, preparing, presenting) 

Library Gardening Series (Lunch & Learn) (Researching, preparing, pre-
senting) 

Public education programs/seminars (Researching, preparing, presenting) 

Speaker's Bureau 

Website 

(hh) LaVernia Primary 
School 

  

(i) Youth Education Gar-
dening 

Ag Days Schertz/Cibolo 

AgFest Big Red Barn 

Buckaroo Days at SASS&R 

School gardens, not otherwise listed 

Water Fairs 

(ii) Fund Raisers (Plant 
Sales, Garage Sales, etc.) 

  

(iii) Earth Day   

(k) Master Gardener Class All activities associated with the preparation for, delivery of, and the con-
clusion of the Class for Master Gardeners. 

(l) San Antonio Stock 
Show & Rodeo 

  

(m) Guadalupe County 
Fair 

  

(mm) Master Gardener 
Booth 

Pecan Fest 

(n) Texas State Master 
Gardeners Association 

Conferences 

Directors meetings 

(o) Other   

https://texas.volunteersystem.org/users/projectview.cfm?projectnum=1557
https://texas.volunteersystem.org/users/projectview.cfm?projectnum=1238
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January 2017 Continuing Education   
Wednesday, January 4 - Alamo Orchid Society - Lions Field San Antonio 7p.m. 

  

Saturday, January 7 - Pond Building - Water Garden Gems San Antonio - 9:30 to 11 a.m. 

  

Tuesday, January 10 - Milkweed Propagation - NPSOT - Guadalupe County Marion TX - 7p.m. 

  

Thursday, January 12 - Herb of the Year - San Antonio Herb Society - SA Garden Center - 7p.m. 

  

Saturday, January 14 - Fruit Tree Seminar - Milbergers Nursery - San Antonio - 10:30 a.m. to 12  

  

Thursday, January 19 - Shade Plants - Guadalupe County MG - 7p.m 

. 

Saturday, January 21 - Pruning Seminar - Fanick Nursery - San Antonio - 9 a.m.to 12 p.m. 

  

Tuesday, January 24 - Native American & Pioneer Uses of Plants - NPSOT San Antonio - Lions 

Field San Antonio - 7p.m. 

  

Saturday, January 28 - Rocks, Soils, Plant Life - Phil Hardberger Park Walk - San Antonio - 8 to 10 

a.m. 

Do you have trouble obtaining your 6 Continuing  
Education Hours every year for recertification?   

Save the date, Friday, February 17, 2017 from 8AM to 4:30 PM  
to earn 6 CEUs. 

This year the Comal County Master Gardeners are presenting the Spring Gardening Seminar on 
Texas Heirloom and Superstars. The $55 registration fee includes lunch, snacks, door prizes, 
handouts and vendors 
Registration usually sells out quickly, so if you are interested, register as soon as possible.  See the 
flyer on the next page for registration details.  See the website for more information to include 
Seminar Schedule & Speakers.  http://txmg.org/comal/event/seminar/ 
Speakers 
Greg Grant is an award-winning horticulturist, writer, conservationist, and seventh 
generation Texan from Arcadia, Texas 
Florence Oxley holds a Ph.D. in Aquatic Resources, a M.S. degree in Biology and a B.S. 
degree in Biology, all from Texas State University 
David Rodriguez is a County Agent for Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in 
Horticulture for Bexar County and has a B.S in Horticulture and a M.S. in Horticulture 
from Texas A&M University 
Cameron Campbell is the Landscape Project Manager of the new $16.7 million expansion 
at the San Antonio Botanical Gardens and is a Landscape Architect employed by Ten Eyck 

http://txmg.org/comal/event/seminar/
http://txmg.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/comal/files/2017-Seminar-Speakers.pdf
http://txmg.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/comal/files/2017-Seminar-Speakers.pdf
http://txmg.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/comal/files/2017-Seminar-Speakers.pdf
http://txmg.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/comal/files/2017-Seminar-Speakers.pdf
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January 2017 Continuing Education Opportunities 
 

Pond Building 101 

When: Sat, January 7, 2017, 9:30am – 11:00am 

Where: Water Garden Gems, 3230 Bolton Rd Marion, TX 78124  

Description: Free.  For more information call, 210-659-584, or visit the website: 

http://www.watergardengems.com/index/index.php/let-us-help-you/pond-building-101 

Topic:  Learn about the different water feature options to help you hone in on the one that you 
want...Koi Pond, Water Garden, Visual Waterfall, Pondless Water feature, Bog Garden, etc.  Then, a 
review of critical aspects of the construction process so you know how to do it right the first time 
and create the feature you want.  In depth information on the pump and filtration options, how to 
select and what is best for your specific pond as well as choice of fish and plants and how to avoid 
predators.  Discussions around Disappearing water features and bog filtration are included if that is 
of interest.  The class can be tailored to provide information on what participants are most interested 
in working on. 

Instructor:  Shane Stefek, President, Water Garden Gems 

 

Growing and Pruning Roses Lunch & Learn 

When: Mon, January 9, 2017, 12pm – 1pm 

Where: Guadalupe County Annex Building, 1101 Elbel Road, Schertz, Texas  

Description: Free; presented by the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners. Attendees are welcome 
to bring lunch and free handouts will be available. For further information, go to   
www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org or call the Guadalupe County Service Office at 830-303-
3889.  

Topic:  Growing and Pruning Roses 

Speaker:  Peggy Jones, GCMG 

 

Texas Oak Collection, Hall of Texas Heroes -- NPSOT Lindheimer Chapter (Comal 
County) 

When: Tue, January 17, 2017, 6:30pm – 7:30pm 

Where:  GVTC Auditorium, 36101 FM 3159, New Braunfels, TX 78132 

Description:  The Lindheimer Chapter of NPSOT (Comal County) meets on the 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30pm.  Meetings are open to the public and new members are welcome.  For more 
information, contact Martha Guethle at 830-438-5996, or visit http://npsot.org/wp/lindheimer/ 

Topic:  Texas Oak Collection, Hall of Texas Heroes and other exciting exhibits at the Center 

Speaker:  Andrew McNeill-Marshall, Arborist at the LBJ Wildflower Center 
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January 2017 Continuing Education Opportunities 
 

Annual Pruning Seminar 

When: Sat, January 21, 2017, 9am – 12pm 

Where: Fanick's Garden Center, 1025 Holmgreen Road, San Antonio, TX 78220 

Description: Free.  For more information, call 210-648-1303 or visit http://fanicknursery.com/
Upcoming%20Events.htm. This seminar is very popular so arrive early for best parking and seat-
ing. 

Topic: Annual Pruning Seminar 

Speaker: Dr. Larry Stein from the Texas AgriLife Extension Service will show you how to proper-
ly prune your fruit and nut trees for maximum production.  You will also learn about the overall 

 

2017 Schertz Lunch and Learn 

 
   

 

  01/09/17 Peggy Jones Roses and how to Prune them 

 

  03/13/17 Deedy Wright From Wildscapes to Formal Landscapes 

      Natives can do them All 

 

  05/08/17 Gail Johnson Herbs 

 

  07/10/17 Liz Romero Dark and Dry Plants for Shade 

 

  09/11/17 Deedy Wright Xeriscapes   

http://fanicknursery.com/Upcoming%20Events.htm
http://fanicknursery.com/Upcoming%20Events.htm
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Landscape Design School Series XXV, Course II, 

February 27-28, 2017 

 

LOCATION:  George Bush Presidential Library and Museum, College Station, TX 

The George Bush Presidential Library at Texas A & M University will be the site of Landscape Design School 

II, February 27-28, 2017.  The Schools are sponsored by Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. & the Texas AgriLife Ex-

tension Service, Texas A & M University.  This course is popular with Texas Master Gardeners and can now 

be utilized by them for continuing education credit.  Texas Garden Club Inc. and Texas A & M have spon-

sored this series from the 1960s onward.   

Mrs. Diane Perez of Texas Garden Clubs, Inc. and Dr. William C. Welch, Texas AgriLife Extension Service 

announce the second in the current series which is offered in four separate schools, approximately  six 

months apart, each with 10 hours of instruction, in the Bryan-College Station area.  These courses offer an 

opportunity to learn from professional landscape architects and horticulturists about how successful land-

scapes are designed.  

At the end of the first day’s program participants are invited to a complimentary wine and cheese reception 

hosted by Stewart Thompson of Martha’s Bloomers Garden Center, Navasota. There will be an optional din-

ner opportunity after the reception.    

Master Gardeners who complete a course and pass the test may apply to their MG Chapter to receive 12 

hours of credit toward their requirements for continuing education.  Texas Garden Club members who suc-

cessfully pass the examination for all four courses are eligible to become nationally accredited Landscape De-

sign Consultants.  Texas Certified Nursery Professionals who pass the course may apply this to their re-

quirement for recertification with the Texas Nursery and Landscape Association (TNLA)    

Registration for the course will be $135.00 if paid by December 1, 2016 (two lunches are included) After De-
cember 1 till January 31, 2017 the fee is $145.00.  To register after February 1, 2017, the amount is $165.00. – 
make check payable to Landscape Design School.   The optional reference book, good for all four courses, is 
Stewards of the Land.  It may be purchased for an additional $40.00 by February 5, 2017.  The book will be 
reserved for participants to pick up the first morning of the course.  The text is a reference for all four cours-
es, although not required for graduation.  The lectures will not be taken directly from the text.  It is just an-
other viewpoint of the material being presented.  For additional details please refer to the Registration Form.   

Registration materials and questions: 
Mail to: Michele Wehrheim, Registrar 
1218 Haines Drive 
College Station, TX 77840 
(313) 649-1067 
 
Registration form may be obtained from:  
aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/southerngarden/  
 
Questions: EMAIL Michele Wehrheim:   texaslandscapedesignschool@gmail.com    
 
***We will be communicating hotel information, event information and other last minute items by email. (If you do not have an 
email, we will mail it to you) 

https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/southerngarden/
mailto:texaslandscapedesignschool@gmail.com
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Master Gardener Home Fruit Specialist-Southern Texas 

Date: February 9 and 10, 2017  

 
The Gonzales Master Gardeners are excited to host the first Master Gardener Home Fruit Specialist –

Southern Texas training program. Since the climate in Texas is so diverse, this program will focus on fruit in 

the Southern half of the state. Chaired by Monte Nesbitt, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Specialist, the 

course will offer an intensive training with a broad overview of fruit growing in Texas. The Gonzales Master 

Gardeners have made special arrangements for accommodations for participants traveling from out of town. 

Course Description: The Home Fruit Specialist-- Southern Texas will prepare master gardeners to assist 

homeowners in selection, culture and protection in many of the fruits commonly grown in southern Texas 

landscapes. The course does not deal with production of fruits in commercial orchards. For the Southern 

Texas version of this course, emphasis will be placed on the horticulture, training and pest management for 

these fruits commonly planted in home orchards or landscapes that lie in USDA Hardiness Zones 8B and 

higher (warmer). This area includes all of the Gulf Coast, the Lower Rio Grande Valley and extends north to 

Travis County in the center of the state, Val Verde County in the west and Angelina County in the east. The 

course will address culture varieties, disease and insect problems, training and pruning for stone fruits 

(peaches and plums), blackberries, strawberries, grapes, pecans, pome fruits (apples, pears), figs, 

pomegranates, blueberries and citrus. Basic fruit tree/vine propagation will also be taught. Participants 

should come away from this course with working knowledge of the climatic and pest challenges associated 

with the various fruit crops studied and appropriate variety selection, planting and management practices 

conducive to successful production.  

 

The course will be taught over two weekdays (Thursday and Friday) and includes 16 hours of classroom 

instruction. Course Fee: $185. Master Gardener specialists who successfully complete their volunteer service 

component and become certified as Specialists are eligible for a $50 rebate of the course fee through the 

Texas Master Gardener Association. Your course fee includes all course materials, lunch on both days and 

dinner Thursday night. Accommodations: The Gonzales Master Gardeners have made special arrangements 

with two local hotels: The La Quinta in Gonzales (located on Highway 183) is offering a special room rate of 

$64 per night (plus taxes) for a standard room (two queens or a king) with a hot breakfast included. Visit 

their website for more details. The Dilworth Inn in downtown Gonzales is offering a 10% discount off 

standard room rates. Room rates vary by room. A continental breakfast is included. Visit their website for 

more details Gonzales also offers several Bed and Breakfast Inns. Consider two local favorites: St James Inn 

and Belle Oaks Inn. Contact these facilities directly for more information. Registration: Registration deadline 

for the course will be January 3, 2017. Participation will be limited to 35 participants. Please limit applications 

to 3 participants per Master Gardener Association. (Additional spaces may be available shortly before the 

application deadline).  

 

For additional information, call the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension - Gonzales County Office or Master 

Gardener Gail Johnson (830) 491-1996 or Jacky DuCote (713) 824-2558  
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REMINDER 

If anyone needs a card from 

the organization for an illness 

or loss of a family member, 

contact: Janice Jadwin, 

Secretary, 210-848-3634, or 

e-mail jmjadwin@yahoo.com 

Newsletter Staff 

Editor - Mary Miller 

Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 

Distribution - Doug Biggs 

Proof Readers- Bob Teweles &  

Cynthia Lyssy 

Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 

IT Guru –Greg Miller 

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Outreach 

Chairman. If anyone knows of a GCMG 

who needs a meal, please let her know 

830-560-1976. 

Members in Service 
 

Texas Master Gardener Board of  Directors 

Two Year Term - Dave Elder - Alternate - Marvin Borth 

One Year Term - Peggy Jones - Bob Teweles, Alternate 

Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden - Kim Darrough 

Historian - Sandy Foss 

2016 County Fair - Cindy Martin 

Spring 2017 Class Coordinator in Schertz - Cynthia Lyssy 

Christmas Tree Decorating - Betty Hughes 

Newsletter Editor - Mary Miller 

Web Master - Bob Teweles 

tel:210-848-3634
mailto:jmjadwin@yahoo.com
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 

210 East Live Oak St. 

Seguin, TX 78155 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 

Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/ 830-379-1972 

Texas Master Gardeners http://www.txmg.org 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 

Cynthia Lyssy - President 

Marvin Borth-Past President 

Kay McElveen -President Elect 

Cyndy Winkelman-Vice President 

Janice Jadwin -Secretary 

Kat Taylor-Treasurer 

Peggy Jones -Publication Chairman 

Cindy Waechter -Membership Chair 

Travis Franke -AgriLIFE Agent 

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 

understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 

implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied. 

The members of Texas A&M AgriLife will provide equal opportunities 

in programs and activities, education, and employment to all 

persons regardless of race, color, sex, religion, national origin, age, 

disability, genetic information, veteran status, sexual orientation or 

gender identity and will strive to achieve full and equal employment 

opportunity throughout Texas A&M AgriLife. 

Mary Miller, Editor marymcmmiller@gmail.com 

http://guadalupe.agrilife.org/
mailto:marymcmmiller@gmail.com

