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A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in 

cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 

The Guadalupe Gardener 

President’s Corner 

Mrs. Ryan’s Bluebonnets 

Seems to me the wildflowers didn’t last as long as they 
have in other banner years.  Maybe it was too much rain too 
late.  Or maybe it was just the Bluebonnets whose splash 
seemed to wash out too soon.  Maybe others will surprise 
us, assuming of course they ever get to see the sun again.  
You know, Sun, big orange ball in the sky. 

I was in the fourth grade before I learned that the Bluebon-
net is the state flower.  And that you’re not supposed to pick 
them.  The nuns at Sacred Heart Parochial School could 
have saved me a lot of grief had they shared that tidbit 
when we were in the second grade.  Fourth grade…ten 
years old, going on seven…a late bloomer.  If I’d been in-
formed sooner maybe I’d even remember and found some-
thing else to impress Mrs. Ryan. 

Mrs. Mary Ryan came to the third grade the same year I 
did.  But she was older, Irish, eccentric, and strict…really 
strict.  And scary.  She was one of only two lay teachers 
among a gaggle of Benedictines who wouldn’t kick the habit 
for another dozen years.  Among Ryan’s many peculiar 
quirks was her unwavering determination to elevate us poor 
unfortunates from block letters to cursive.  It’s the way 
young ladies and gentlemen communicated and we would 
be young ladies and gentlemen...all of us. 

Hour after hour we practiced making straight parallel lines 
up and down and up and down, in short two inch segments.  
Start at the bottom with a nice gentle curve; now move the 
pen up—did I mention it was with pen and ink—then down, 
a little to the right, up and down, then again and again, end-
ing with a flourished curve upward to the right.  And we 
were to make perfectly round overlapping Os.  Perfection 
was the standard...not close to perfect…perfect. 

And woe to the child who allowed his thumb and finger to 
wiggle in the search for perfection.  No.  There will be no 
finger movement.  None!  Hold the pen perfectly still.  Move  
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Out-
reach Chairman.  If anyone 
knows of a GCMG who needs a 
meal, please let her know  830-
560-1976. 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from 
the organization for an illness 
or loss of a family member, 
contact: Welta Burris Secretary 
210-273-5025, or e-mail 
hwburris@ctxu.net. 

Newsletter Staff 
 
Editor - Elaine McIntyre 
Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 
Distribution - Doug Biggs 
Proof Reader - Bob Teweles 
Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 

June Meeting Program 

Native and Adaptive Vines 

Sir Oliver Smith, certified Bexar County Master Gardener, presented 
the May GCMG educational program at the monthly meeting.  
Smith’s presentation included a slide show and he shared a handout 
listing a variety of native vines for Texas. 

Smith, a retired English teacher, talked about how few vines are rec-
ognized in Texas information on native plants.  Vines are often used 
to cover buildings, provide shade and shadows in the yard and add to 
the landscape design.  He shared ideas for supporting vines includ-
ing cedar arbors, rose pillars, trellises, stick teepees, mailboxes, 
lampposts and gazeboes. 

He  recommended several ground covers.  Dwarf plumbago, Asiatic jasmine (great for slopes), coral-
berry (good under oak trees where you have sprouts), Eastern Pipevine, and ice plant were discussed. 

One common theme throughout the talk was that most of these vines can become invasive.  Another is 
that many butterflies are attracted to the vines both as food and habitat. 

Smith covered a large variety of vines.  He talked about Confederate 
(Star) Jasmine, an evergreen native to China which has fragrant flow-
ers and climbs to 20 feet on walls or can be used as ground cover and 
likes sun or shade.  Coral Honeysuckle has coral red flowers, is not 
invasive like Japanese Honeysuckle, is a favorite of the ruby throated 
Hummingbird and grows wild in Texas. Native Passion vine has 3 
lobed leaves with long soft white hair, white to pale lavender flowers and 
red inedible fruits from May to October.  Texas Wisteria (not Chinese) is 
native, evergreen and has a fragrant flower.  Cross Vine is an ever-
green with a spectacular display of tangerine blooms March through 
May and can climb to fifty feet.  He did not recommend Cat’s Claw, Eng-
lish Ivy and Green briar. 

                    Submitted by Sandy Foss, Photos by Marvin "T" Taylor 

Dutchman 
Pipevine 
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May Meeting 

Raffle and Door Prize 

Four members won plants donated by Sir Oliver Smith as follows: Doug Biggs, 
Patty Tyler-White, Welta Burris, and Martha Edwards.  Debra Elia won the Door 
Prize -- $10 gift certificate.  $43 was collected in the raffle and Kathleen Bennett 
won $21.50. 

Photos by 
Marvin “T” Taylor 
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(President - continued from page 1) 

the entire arm, resting the forearm on the desk, allowing the soft muscle just below the elbow to serve as 
the pivot point.  The first offense for those who couldn’t keep thumb and finger still was a sharp rap 
across the knuckles with a ruler. 

After the ruler came the dreaded penny.  She placed a penny on the back of our hand to keep us from 
rolling it over to the right, and supposedly to help us learn how to keep the hand still and move the entire 
arm.  If the penny hit the desk, out came the ruler.  A third drop earned a chance to become personally 
intimate with the chalkboard.  How, you ask? 

The ultimate punishment for imperfect Os was to kneel with your nose against the chalkboard, arms out-
stretched in the sign of the cross… you know, like Jesus…a punishment fit for little boys with imperfect 
Os.  I spent October through late March developing strong biceps and breathing yellow chalk. 

So what’s this got to do with the State flower?  It was in mid March that old lady Ryan told the class about 
how she loved Bluebonnets, simply adored them. 

It happened that a couple of weeks later my Dad, a Real Estate Broker, came home from a semi rural 
property he’d just listed.  And with him were Bluebonnets, about two dozen in a box, with their roots care-
fully wrapped in moist newspaper.  He intended to put them in our landscape, not knowing that they’d 
likely not transplant.  Peering into the box I remembered Ryan.  So these are Bluebonnets! 

The next morning I liberated the entire box hoping that once presented, maybe the prefect of perfect pen-
manship might mellow…and forgive.  She did.  Actually I think she just decided I was beyond saving and 
gave up on me. 

Getting home from school that afternoon I was confronted by my Dad who handed me a bucket and a 
large metal cooking spoon.  Walk west on Commerce until you get to 40th street.  On the corner is the 
property.  You’ll find Bluebonnets there.  Go.  Go replace the ones you stole. 

It’s about 6-7 miles one way.  Being ten going on seven, I cried all the way there and all the way back, 
getting home in the dark of night.  I’d found no Bluebonnets, but being a smart kinda kid I uprooted some 
pretty purple flowers, hoping for redemption twice in one day.  Got it. 

I think of Mary Ryan every spring and the lessons learned on that long walk.  To this day I can’t pick 
Bluebonnets…or write legibly either. 

JUNE SOCIAL      -      COME ONE, COME ALL!! 
You and your spouse/guest(s) are cordially invited to the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners Summer 
Social. We will visit, socialize and party hardy! 

The annual event will be June 18 at the Faith Lutheran Church, 1326 E. Cedar, Seguin 
– across the street from the High School.  We will get started at our usual 6:30 meeting time.  There will 
be  normal announcements and possibly a little business but mostly a chance to eat and socialize.  Ex-
pect door prizes and other fun stuff. 
This is a pot luck, so please plan on bringing something if you have not already signed up to do so. 
Drinks and meat will be provided – the meat will be Turkey -baked, deep fried, smoked, and possibly 
some other ways of fixin’ it, but every thing else is up for grabs.  Contact Kay McElveen 
<kay.mcelveen@yahoo.com> or Beth Henry <bhenry@sent.com>, by June 5th so we will know what 
you are bringing.  We really look forward to seeing you there!    
     Kay McElveen and Class 26 
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Community Garden - Updates from Ann Odvody 
5/4 - Last week was great for gardening and we got a lot accomplished. Sunday a group of volunteers 
from the Schertz United Methodist Church cleared the orchard area and it sure looks better.  We appreci-
ate their work and thank them very much.  Tuesday we harvested the last of the peas, pulled out the 
plants and John incorporated them in the keyhole gardens he is putting together.  We got some beans 
and corn in the ground and the watermelon patch has been planted.  Red La Sota potatoes are ready 
and we have begun harvesting smaller new potatoes.  Total harvest for the week was 65 pounds 13 
ounces, giving us 595 pounds 8 ounces for the year.  The late mornings are getting hotter, so we will be-
gin our summer hours with a starting time of 8 a.m. on Tuesday the 5th of May.  Hope to see you 
then. 
5/13 - Last week in the garden we weeded, harvested and planted.  The mornings were misty and we 
were all damp by quitting time.  The watermelons are blooming and have already set a couple of melons.  
Our first year of growing blackberries looks to be a great success.  The canes are covered with blooms, 
green, red and black berries.  The peach tree is overloaded and we should start massive picking on Fri-
day, weather permitting.  We are slowly shifting to summer crops.  Several varieties of beans are up and 
it is time to plant everyone’s favorite.-.OKRA!  The weeding is progressing slowly, but we have almost 
reached the upper beds.  John mowed the areas in the back and it looks much better.  Since the last up-
date we have harvested 114 pounds 10 ounces and are up to , 712 pounds 2 ounces for the year.  Join 
us when you can! 
5/24 - Even though it was a very wet garden with all the rain we had, we still got a lot done.  Weeds are 
growing at a rapid pace so at least one person has been dedicated to pulling them.  Broccoli was re-
moved Friday from several beds and replaced with a new variety of beans called Dragon Beans.  They 
look like a lima bean in shape, but are cream and red in color.  We also planted Black Diamond water-
melon in the last bed hoping it will be mannerly in it’s spreading and grow towards the back gate.  The 
first bed of Oscar okra was also planted.  We were so impressed with this okra last year that it is the only 
variety we will be planting this year.  We harvested 70 pounds of peaches from our La Feliciana tree this 
week.  The birds got their fair share, too.  We delivered 146 pounds 10 ounces to the food banks, bring-
ing us to 858 pounds 12 ounces for the year. 
5/25 - Due to rain again today, it will be too wet to work in the garden tomorrow.  Even just weeding will 
tear up the beds and it is too wet to plant.  I will harvest the blackberries...everything else should be able 
to wait until Friday.  It should dry out some by then. 

The Greenways and Gardens Challenge 

Last year the Texas Master Gardener Association set a goal to raise $100,000 to support Texas A&M’s new 

Greenway and Garden’s Project.  At the recent GCMG Board Meeting Peggy Jones recommended that the Gua-

dalupe County Master Gardeners support this project with a donation of $500.  Since the budget has already been 

approved for 2015, the idea of a challenge grant to members was proposed instead.  At the Board Meeting, Cyn-

thia Lyssy and Dave Elder each donated $250 for a total of $500.  Members are being challenged to contribute to 

this cause with a donation in any amount.  The Board agreed to a goal of $750 with a November 1 deadline for 

contributions.  At the membership meeting contributions had risen to a total of $850.   

So check out the video on the website http://txmg.org/ and make a gift that’s right for you.  Any amount 
will be accepted.  Anything raised over the $750 goal will speak more highly of our support.  All money 
raised will go into a special fund created for this purpose and a single check issued by GCMG to the pro-
ject with no negative impact on our budget. 
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Community Garden Photos - Crops we are Growing 

The two girls are homeschoolers doing a garden with a tire, painting and preparing (Hanah & Kiki).  John 
and Dale at workshop on Keyhole Gardens and above ground gardens that we are selling.  If anyone 
wants one, they will make them for you.  There is a cost.  Bottlebrush starting to bloom and our either 
quadruple cabbage or quintuplets, we are not sure.  Pretty Cool.  Also artichokes  Yipee!  We finally grew 
some - and strawberries too, so good  Lots of things growing with the rain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Article and Photos by Mary Bowe 

Recycle  -  Reduce  -  Reuse 

Learn how to live green in Seguin.  The 2015 Guide to a Greener Seguin, 
published by the City of Seguin and volunteers from the Earth Day Com-
mittee, is now available online.  You can look up information on recycling 
in Seguin and Guadalupe County and find out where to take computers, 
scrap metal, holiday lights, water bottles and more for responsible recy-
cling. Learn about community gardens, saving water, lowering your elec-
tric bill, kitchen composting and free-cycling.  Master Gardeners are listed 
on page 5 of the 13-page booklet.  Find it at www.issuu.com/
guidetoagreenerseguin.  Submitted by Nancy Masterson 

Fall Fund Raiser 

After much discussion of the options and pros and cons of specific fundraisers, a motion was carried to 
have a Fall Rummage Sale to include a bake sale, a silent auction, and a raffle.  Stay tuned for more de-
tails. 
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KWED Radio Show and Class 27 
On September 23rd, three Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 
joined Bob Grafe (r), long-time host of KWED’s Saturday morning gar-
dening show, to let interested people know applications are available 
for the upcoming Master Gardener Class 27.  Grafe, a veteran Master 
Gardner, was joined by Kay McElveen, Class 27 Coordinator (l), Jose 
Contreras (r), GCMG President, and Bob Cox, Class 26 graduate.  
Applications are available on the website guadalupecountymastergar-
deners.org.  Cost of the 17-week program is $190. Classes will be 

held Wednesdays, 10 am - 2:30 pm, from August 12 until December 9, 2015.  Classes will be in the 
newly renovated Texas A&M AgriLife Building, 210 Live Oak Street, Seguin. 
     (Information and photo by Bob Cox). 

Master Gardener Class 27 
 

It’s May and the middle of August will be here before you know it, so I thought I’d give everyone a brief 
update on Class 27. 

The agenda is set, barring last minute emergencies. We have a wonderful line up of presenters, some of 
which are you! We have a number of perennial favorites who have agreed to instruct in the upcoming 
class. These include Dr. McFarland, Liz Palfini, Molly Keck, Dennis Hale, etc.  The agenda is very much 
like Class 26 but we have added sessions on Low Water Use Landscaping and Texas Superstars. The 
curriculum will be posted on VMS shortly so that you can mark your calendars if there are sessions you 
would like to attend. 

Mary Styblo is once more coordinating sponsors for the class. If you 
have not let her know that you are willing to be a sponsor, please do 
so. I speak from personal experience when I say that it is very helpful 
to a participant to have someone to go to with questions. 

At this time we have one couple enrolled (see photo from May GCMG 
Meeting)  I’m told that is it normal for most of the enrollments to be last 
minute, but as Class Assistant I’d love to be able to report actual reg-
istrations. I have had several people that I contacted after they ex-
pressed interest at various events (Earth Day, etc.) who have told me 
they will be registering.  As you talk to people I’d like to ask each of 
you to “talk up” the class. This is especially true at our educational 
seminars. Thanks for your help with this. 

As we get closer to the start of the class I will keep you posted on progress.  Thanks again. 

  Kay McElveen, Class 27 Assistant, Photo by Marvin "T" Taylor 

GCMG Ball Caps, Floppy Hats, Golf style Hats, T Shirts, and Aprons 

available for purchase at the Summer Social 

see Marvin Borth 
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The Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering Gardener               Marilyn Moltz 

Dillon Nature Center, Hutchinson, Kansas 

Located just outside of Hutchinson, Kansas is Dillon Nature Center.  This 100 acre park is part of the Na-
tional Recreation Trail System.  It has also been designated as a National Urban Wildlife Sanctuary, Na-
tional Environmental Study Area and a Living Legacy to the United States.  There are four trails from 1/3 
mile to 9/10 mile in length.  The park has two ponds which are stocked with catfish and trout for fishing.  
The entire park is a wild arboretum. 

There is a 10,000 sq ft Visitor Center which houses interactive exhibits and displays on the nature found 
in the park.  The park is open daily and the grounds have picnic tables and places to fish from around the 
pond.  There are also benches one can use to sit and watch the geese and turtles in the ponds.  The 
trails are easy walking and the shortest one is paved.  The Visitor Center is not open all the time.  Please 
try to visit when it is open as it has beautiful, informative displays.  This park has varied vegetation and 
there is color and something to see during each season.  There are also beautiful sculptures and native 
flower beds around the Visitor Center. 

Gardening Books - Fiction 

Anthony Eglin is the author of mysteries with a horticultural touch.  He grew up in England, now lives in 
Sonoma County, California and is a member of the American Rose Society.  His Lawrence Kingston 
(retired English botany professor and amateur sleuth) series includes THE BLUE ROSE, THE LOST 
GARDENS, THE WATER LILY CROSS, THE TRAIL OF THE WILD ROSE, GARDENS OF SECRETS 
PAST, and THE ALCATRAZ ROSE.  So far I've read four of these books and lost several nights of sleep 
because I couldn't put them down.  I highly recommend this series to gardeners who love a good mys-
tery.     Article by Elaine McIntyre 
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TEXAS GARDENER FUNDRAISER 
Our Treasury keeps 25% of your subscription when it is sent through GCMG 

May Volunteer Recognition Program 

  LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME      LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME  

1 Bennett Kathy   20 Leos Cynthia 

2 Biggs Doug   21 Lewicki John 

3 Biggs Virginia   22 Magee Janet 

4 Bowe Mary   23 Martin Cindy 

5 Briscoe Joyce   24 McElveen Kay 

6 Cantergiani Nancy   25 McIntyre Elaine 

7 Cardona Ramonita   26 McKenney LaVerne 

8 Chandler Mike   27 Moltz Marilyn 

9 Cox Robert (Bob)   28 Odvody Ann 

10 Darrough Kim   29 Odvody Dale 

11 Davis Robert (Bob)   30 Patterson Karen 

12 Foss Lisa   31 Preston Jerilyn 

13 Foss Sandra   32 Rodriguez Guadalupe 

14 Friesenhahn Joyce   33 Ruppert Polly 

15 Henry Beth   34 Schultze Pat 

16 Hughes Elizabeth (Betty)   35 Seale Iris 

17 Jones Peggy   36 Smith Clifford 

18 Knobles Janice   37 Stanley Judy 

19 Lang Ray   38 Styblo Mary 

May Volunteer Recognition Program 

Thirty-eight (38) Certified Master Gardeners qualified for the May Volunteer Recognition Program Drawing.  Having 

done so, all 38 also qualify for one entry into the $150 Annual Recognition Drawing. 

Congratulations to LaVerne McKenney our May winner.  As our May Volunteer, LaVerne won a $20 gift certificate 

to Schulz Nursery. 

To qualify for the Monthly Volunteer Recognition Program drawing, Certified Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 

must report a minimum of 5 volunteer and continuing education hours earned during the month in VMS by the last 

calendar day of the month.  Hours earned for attendance at the monthly GCMG Membership Meeting are not in-

cluded in the minimum 5 hours, except those earned for meeting setup.  Board members do not participate in the 

Volunteer Recognition Program. 

Don't forget to earn and report your hours by June 30, 2015 to be eligible for the June Membership Drawing. 
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Report from the Big Red Barn 

The wet weather continues to be a challenge, making it difficult to do maintenance in the garden without 
damaging things due to how water logged the soil is.  However, we are Master Gardeners and thrive on 
challenges!  We have had to be creative about when we work as Friday seems to be popular with the 
rain makers, but it is getting done. 

Overall the garden is looking great. We have had mega artichokes, beans are really producing, as are 
carrots, potatoes and several other things.  Eggplant and cucumber have started to appear, also squash 
(and squash bugs).  We will have a BUNCH of tomatoes – they are still green but I  can’t wait to have 
fresh tomatoes! 

The weather has also made doing the school tours a challenge.  Those of you doing the tours have got-
ten very creative about doing things inside with demonstration produce.  Everyone deserves kudos as 
keeping first and second graders interested and involved is a work of art.  What they focus on is always 
interesting, but not necessarily what you are talking about. 

Thanks to all of the volunteers who make the garden so wonderful! 

Article by  
Kay McElveen 
Photos by  
Kay McElveen 
and Bob Cox 
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Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - Dave Elder - Alternate - Marvin Borth 
One Year Term - Peggy Jones - Bob Teweles, Alternate 
Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden - John Lewicki & Kim Darrough 

Historian - Sandy Foss 

2015 County Fair - Cindy Martin 

Ag Awareness Fair - Lo-Ra Dick 

Class 27 Coordinators - Kay McElveen & Mike Murley 

Christmas Tree Decorating - Betty Hughes 

Facebook Editor - Cynthia Leos 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Bob Teweles 
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LaVernia Elementary 
School Project 

At the May GCMG Membership Meet-

ing Iris Seale presented a slide show 

and explained that the project started 

small and grew to what it is now be-

cause of community interest and sup-

port of teachers and principal.  The 

curriculum is wrapped around science 

and healthy eating.  The Junior MG 

curriculum is used as a reference. 

Presently this project includes: square foot gardens, raised beds, keyhole gardens, composting, a butterfly garden, 

and special events.  Future plans include: rainwater collection, native plants, wild flowers, and a composter. 

Success is attributed to the fact that it fits into the curriculum and has strong support and teamwork of the superin-

tendent, principal, parents, teachers, leadership and participation of the Master Gardeners. 

It is noted that this project can be used as a model for other schools, however, all schools and communities are 

different and any future projects of this nature will have to be tailored to fit them. 

Other Master Gardeners involved in this effort include: John Lewicki, Katherine Bennett, Marvin Borth, Cynthia 

Lyssy, Peggy Jones, and Carol Suchan.        Photo by Marvin “T” Taylor. 



12121212 

 

 

May Lunch and Learns 
 
               Marvin Borth speaking 
on “Lawn Care” at the Agrilife Ex-
tension Building in Seguin on May 
7th 
 
Gail Johnson presenting “Twenty 
Great Herbs for South Texas” at 
the GVEC Community Room in 
Schertz on May 11th. 

Photos by Bob Cox and Treva Hicks 

Honors  
From the City of Schertz 

for those who have 
worked so hard on 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Park  
 
This project is co-chaired 
by John Lewicki and 
Kim Darrough. 

A group of Indian 
blanket flowers along 
the old Seguin-Lulling 
road. 

The flower is our first 
magnolia blossom for 
the month of May  
Photos by Marvin 
“T” Taylor. 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 8:30am-noon except for holidays.  Volunteers are al-
ways needed.  Contact  Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

Every Tuesday and Friday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden.  Check with Ann     
Odvody (odvodyd@swbell.net 830-914-3593) for start hour and access at other times. 

Every Friday 9 am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn.  Check with Janice Knobles, 830-379-6193 
or e-mail jmknobles@yahoo.com for details. 

KWED Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show is always looking for volunteers.  Contact Janet Grafe at 830-
639-4199 or e-mail to janetgrafe@hotmail.com. 

Volunteers are needed to set up the chairs before each monthly meeting.  Contact Treva Hicks at 
hickslt@lycos.com 

Plan Ahead for the County Fair 

Cindy Martin, Chair for the 2015 County Fair, encourages everyone to not only volunteer, but to ENTER! 

Plan Ahead - and - Plant Ahead 

Stepping Up to Keep GCMG Viable and Active 
Chairs and Co-chairs Needed 

Ag Awareness Fair (formally Ag Day for Kids), September, 3 days, Big Red Barn – Co-chairs 
needed with LoRa Dick (if not working). 

Pecan Fest Heritage Days,  Nov 19-20, - Chair/Co-chairs needed 

Ag Fair-Texas A&M AgriLife, October 27, 28, 29, Cibolo FFA Barn, - Chair/Co-chairs needed 

Christmas tree decorating, December, Seguin Square - Co-chair needed with Betty Hughes 

Volunteer Chair needed 

Community Garden Fair and Craft Show September 26  

Volunteers are needed for the Community Garden Fair and Craft Show September 26 from 10:00 AM - 
3:00 PM.  Mary Bowe is in charge of the fair and craft show.  Contact her at rwbowe46@aol.com or call 
210-317-6212.    Cynthia Lyssy will coordinate the raffle.  You can reach her at cmlyssy@prodigy.net or 
call 210-648-0517. 

Water Fairs 

Help is still needed on two Water Fairs.  Interested members may contact Carol Calentine at 

carol.calentine@ag.tamu.edu or call 830-379-2153. 
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GARDENING EVENTS 

Texas Master Gardener Specialist Training - Entomology 
September 28 through October 2 

Montgomery County Extension Office, Conroe 
The training is designed to provide an in-depth exposure to the world of insects:  4.5 days of insect-
oriented field trips, lectures and hands-on insect collecting and photography. 
Montgomery County is not currently accepting applicants for the program, but for updates and further 
information see http://agrilife.org/insectspecialist/ 

 

National Children and Youth Garden Symposium 
July 9-11, 2015   -   Austin, Texas 

This exciting event is related to the Learn, Grow, Eat & Go  This conference is coordinated by the American Hor-
ticulture Society (AHS) and this year the International Junior Master Gardener (JMG) program will be a co-host 
for the conference.  Information about the conference events, lodging, travel, etc. may be found on the following 
website: http://www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/youth-gardening/ncygs/2015-ncygs/overview  The conference 
hotel is the Radisson Austin Downtown and the symposium has a special rate of $149.00 per night. 

Summer Camps for Kiddos, Grands, Nieces, Nephews 
Art in the Garden for Ages 5-8yrs 

Jun 11 & Jul 16,  9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208, S.A. 

Come join us for some summer fun!  Learn about plants, insects, and other garden life while creating art 
for your garden(s).  Cost: $20 per child.  For more information and to register email Ruby Zavala 
(Ruby.Zavala@ag.tamu.edu). 

Companion Planting Seminar 
Thu, Jun 18, 1-3pm 

Texas AgriLife Office, Suite 208, 3355 Cherry Ridge Dr. San Antonio 

2 CEUs. Free.  Master Gardener, Don Crites, will explain which plants, when grown together, attract 
beneficial or repel harmful insects and/or improve flavor or growth. Bexar County Master Gardener 
(BCMG) Educational Seminars are held on the afternoon of the third Thursday every other month. For 
more information, call: 467-6575. 
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Native Plant Society of Texas 
Guadalupe County (Schertz-Seguin) Chapter 

Tuesday June 9, 2015, 7:00 PM 
St John’s Lutheran Church, FM 465, Marion, TX 

The Green Grass of Texas 

Brian and Shirley Loflin are independent naturalists, photographers, winners of the 2011 NPSOT Carroll Abbot 
Memorial Award, and the authors of several books including "Grasses of the Texas Hill Country, A Field Guide." 
They teach seminars and workshops, and have led nature and photography tours all over the world. Their work is 
recognized by professional botanists and naturalists, and is also friendly to ordinary gardeners of all levels of un-
derstanding and botanical expertise. This presentation about grasses will give all of us a better appreciation for 
those wonderful and essential plants.  For more information on the Loflins’ work, see http://
www.thenatureconnection.com/index.html   Brian teaches informal photography classes at UT Austin http://
cie.austin.utexas.edu/informalclasses/index.php/InformalClasses/instructor/loflin/ 

Meetings are open to the public.  Visitors are welcome.  There is a plant/seed exchange and greeting at 6:30 PM 
followed by the program at 7:00 PM.   For more information, directions or membership applications see our web-
site at: http:/www./npsot.org/wp/guadalupe/ 

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to promote research, conservation and use of native plants 
and habitats through education, outreach and example. 

Master Gardener Specialist – Irrigation Efficiency Training 
June 22, 23, 24, 2015 

Harris County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
 

Only 15 participant spots are available for this training.  Registration is first come/first served basis.  Payment and 
forms must be in our office by June 12, 2015.  No refunds will be given after June 18, 2015.  Please let us know 
right away by e-mail or phone if you are attending, carol.meadors@agnet.tamu.edu or 972-952-9621. 

Registration fee of $200.00 per person includes:  Irrigation Efficiency Master Gardener Specialist Manual, Power 
Points, evaluations, and report form for public presentations.  Irrigation demonstration box is available at an addi-
tional cost 

Two lunches (Tuesday and Wednesday).  Please let us know about any special dietary needs.  Snacks and drinks 
will also be provided each day 

MG Composter Specialist Training 
Class:  Wed & Thu, Jun 17 & 18, 8am-5pm 

Tour of New Earth Soils & Compost on Fri, Jun 19, 9am-12pm. 
San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio 

16 CEUs.  Fee: $225.  Application deadline is Tue, Jun 9, 2015  Further information is available from 
David Rodriguez, County Extension Agent-Horticulturist, (210) 467-6575. 

Growing Palms in the Urban Landscape 
Tue, Jun 16, 6:30-8:30pm 

Texas AgriLife Office, Suite 212, 3355 Cherry Ridge Dr. San Antonio 
2 CEUs.  Fee: $10. Mark Peterson, San Antonio Water Systems, Water Conservation Department, and 
former Urban Forester, will discuss the proper selection, planting and maintenance of palm trees in the 
Urban Landscape. To register, email Angel Torres, matorres@ag.tamu.edu or call 210-467-6575. 
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GUADALUPE COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 
 LUNCH & LEARN GARDENING PROGRAMS 

12-1PM   FREE to the Public   Bring your own lunch  
Thursday June 4, 210 East Live Oak Street, AgriLife Extension Office, Seguin.  Presenter, Lo Ra 
Dick, “Gardening With Your Kids or Grand Kids”.  The program will focus on developing affordable 
easy gardens that kids can manage.  Lo Ra’ Dick will discuss three types of backyard gardens, their 
ease, method, and main concepts that they teach for sustainable agricultural. There will be an optional 
field trip to nearby St. James School Gardens. Children are very welcome but must be accompanied by 
an adult. 
Monday June 8, GVEC Community Meeting Room, 908 Curtis Street, Schertz.  Presenter, Liz Romero 
will present “Dark and Dry: Plants for Shade”.  Liz Romero will discuss plants that grow well in shade, 
are low water maintenance plants, and how to plant and care for recommended plants. 
Thursday July 2, AgriLife Extension Office, 210 East Live Oak Street, Seguin.  Presenter: Gail John-
son, “Twenty Great Herbs for South Central Texas”. Master Gardener Gail Johnson will discuss not 
only successful varieties of herbs for this area, but seasonality of growing herbs, what herbs are spe-
cific to your environment, and when to grow them. 
Monday July 13, GVEC Community Meeting Room, 908 Curtis Street, Schertz.  Master Gardener, 
Nancy Masterson, will present “Hello Invasives’ Goodbye Texas”. Nancy Masterson will discuss how 
some commonly-available plants can cause economic and ecological harm to Texas. Native alterna-
tives will be recommended, with techniques and local projects that preserve and protect our natural 
botanical heritage. 
Thursday August 6, - “Planning and Planting a Butterfly Garden”, Judy Stanley, Guadalupe County 
Master Gardener, presented at the GC AgriLife Extension Office, 210 East Live Oak St. Seguin. 
Monday August 10 - “Planning and Planting a Butterfly Garden”, Judy Stanley, Guadalupe County 
Master Gardener, presented at The GVEC Community Room, 908 Curtis Street, Schertz. 

Programs are free and attendees are welcome to bring lunch.  Free handouts will be available.  For 
more information call 830-303-3889, AgrilLife Extension Office or http://
www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 

Educational Programs of the Texas A&M Extension Service are open 

to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national ori-

gin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status 

Fanick's Nursery Events 

September 5 - 10:30am - Noon.  Vegetables.  David Rodriguez from the Agrilife Extension Service will 
show you how to properly plant, grow and harvest your vegetables.  David has a ton of experience in 
gardening and would love to share his knowledge and passion for vegetables with you.  Seminar is free 
but any donation to the Children's garden is welcomed. 

Rainbow Gardens, Thousand Oaks 

June 13, 10-1 - Bonzai Society Meeting.  Open Meeting with Bonzai trimming and planting demon-
strations followed by a tour of some of the best plants Rainbow Gardens has to offer 

June 27, 10-2 - Rain Barrel Workshop 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30-Noon 

2 
GCCG Workday 

3 

 

 

 

O - FULL 
MOON 

4 

LUNCH 
and 
LEARN-
Seguin 

5 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 9 AM 
 
 

 

6 

KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 

 

7 

 
 

 

8 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
LUNCH and 
LEARN-
Schertz 

9 
GCCG Workday 
 

10 11 

GCMG 
Board 
Meeting 

12 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 

13 
KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show  

 
 

14 

 
 

15 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 

16 

GCCG Workday 

 
 
 
 
 

� NEW MOON 

17 18 

GCMG 
JUNE 
SOCIAL 

19 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 
 
 

20 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show . 

 

21 

 

 

22 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 25 
 

26 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

27 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show  
 
 

28 

 

29 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 

30 

GCCG Workday 

    

GCCG - Guadalupe County 
Community Garden 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 
 

 

 
June Social 

 
Thursday, June 18,  2015   6:30 pm 

 
Faith Lutheran Church 
1326 East Cedar, Seguin 

 

 
 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(tindo@gvec.net) 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 
Jose Contreras      President 
Bob Teweles      Past President 
Marvin Borth      President Elect 
Cynthia Lyssey      Vice President 
Welta Burris      Secretary 
Jim Johnson      Treasurer 
Treva Hicks      Education Chairman 
Dave Elder      Publication Chairman 
Open       Volunteer Chairman 
Cindy Waechter       Membership Chair 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


