
1111 

 

 

 

May 2015 

A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in 

cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 

The Guadalupe Gardener 

President’s Corner 
“Dios te lo page,” my grandmother would say, her frail, wrin-
kled hand halfway pointing at me, halfway waving, slightly 
up and down in affirmation as she thanked me for some 
small favor I’d done.  “God will repay you.”  Being a kid, I 
frequently wished the thanks came with a nickel or dime, or 
maybe even a quarter! 

As a teenager, I’d sometimes wish she was still around to 
ask me to fetch the spool of thread that rolled off her lap 
onto the floor beneath some piece of furniture…then, hav-
ing found it, to use my more youthful eyes to thread the 
needle for her. 

It really wasn’t until I was an adult that I fully appreciated the 
lessons in those experiences...how small, seemingly insig-
nificant moments in our daily lives teach us so much about 
living. 

Doing for others.  Being mindful of blessings.  Thanking. 

Thank you, Karen, for stepping up and leading us through a 
truly marvelous Earth Day experience.  Thank you, Jim, for 
co-chairing and your team--Bob, Marvin, Treva and Carol--
for planning then organizing the Plant Sale. 

Thank you all who helped with this event in ways large and 
small - whether setting up lessons in worm composting, or 
giving away seeds, or helping teach children about good 
and bad bugs, or making beautiful posters and signs. 

Thank you for hauling supplies to the square, for setting up 
canopies, for raising vegetables from seeds, or for propa-
gating ornamentals. 

Special thanks to all who occupied your day loading and 
unloading plants, for organizing vegetables in like groups, 
for bringing cardboard boxes, for slipping and sliding in the 
mud. 

Thank you for handing boxes to customers, or holding the 
box while they made selections.  Thanks for answering their 
questions, for helping them pick out a plant, for gently  
   (Continued on page 4)         
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

April Meeting Program 
Spring Activities in Your Lawn 

Dennis Hale presented the April educational program “Spring Activities in 
Your Lawn” to the GCMG members at the Thursday night meeting.  Den-
nis has 32 years experience in horticulture and landscaping and is a for-
mer Wilson county extension agent. 

Dennis discussed selecting the right grass for your lawn and recom-
mended several varieties.  One of his cautions regarded new grasses 
coming out on the market and not having enough information yet to know 
if they are going to endure over time.  He recommended four grasses for 
the area.  Buffalo grass is the most drought tolerant, requires full sun 
but will not handle traffic well.  It costs about $200 a pallet.  Bermuda 
grass needs full sun, is a tough grass, and costs about $100 a pallet 

which would cover 400 square feet of lawn.  He recommends Tifway 419 or Celebration.  Discover, a 
new variety is too new to recommend but looks promising.  St Augustine can handle shade.  Dennis 
recommends the variety Flortam ($150 per pallet) which is drought tolerant and resistant to SAD (ST. 
Augustine Decline).  Zoysia grass is drought tolerant, handles traffic and loves sun.  It will tolerant some 
shade.  He recommends the broad leaf varieties Jamur and Palisades which hold their color best.  Habi-
turf is new and a combination of buffalo grass and 2 other grasses.  For now, cost is limiting, about $500 
a pallet. 

Dennis discussed mowing, stressing never to mow more then 1/3 of the blade at one time. During grow-
ing season he recommends mowing twice a week.  He stresses not all grasses are cut at the same 
height and to cut a patch and check the height of the grass to determine how to set your blades on your 
mower. 

For aeration he recommended using a hollow core aerator about every 3 years.  He does a top dress 
twice a year using a peat moss spreader and a mixture of peat moss and mushroom compost. 

He recommends watering in the early morning, about .6 of an inch during the growing season each 
week.  Most lawns are over watered.  For nutrients he recommends 1 pound of nitrogen per 1000 feet.  
(It is important to know the square footage of your lawn and not over fertilize.)  He uses tax day and Hal-
loween as markers for when to fertilize. 

He also gave a quick overview of diseases of the lawn and a list of websites for more information on 
lawns and lawn care.   Submitted by Sandy Foss, Photo by Marvin "T" Taylor 

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Out-
reach Chairman.  If anyone 
knows of a GCMG who needs a 
meal, please let her know  830-
560-1976. 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from 
the organization for an illness 
or loss of a family member, 
contact: Welta Burris Secretary 
210-273-5025, or e-mail 
hwburris@ctxu.net. 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor - Elaine McIntyre 
Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 
Distribution - Doug Biggs 
Proof Reader - Bob Teweles 
Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 
What Is It? - Katie McLean 
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What’s happening this week  
throughout the state with the  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service? 
http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/ 

Refreshments 
The refreshments for the April 16 meeting were provided by: Betty Hughes, Katie McLean, Pam 
Turner, Carol Suchan, Kathy Bennett, John Lewicki, Guadalupe Rodriguez, Debbie Real, and Treva 
Hicks.  There were many requests for Kathy’s empanada recipe. 
  Submitted by Treva Hicks, Refreshment Volunteer Coordinator 

Raffle & Door Prizes 
Treva Hicks won $15 raffle. 
Three door prizes were awarded to: 

Joyce Johnson – plant donated by Dennis Hale 

Janet McGee --  plant donated by Dennis Hale 

Katie McLean -- $10 gift certificate to Maldonados 

April Meeting 
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(President - Continued from page 1) 

persuading them to take two, or three, or more.  Thanks for writing sales slips, for taking the customers’ 
money, holding plants for them and for making change with a smile. 

This Earth Day we did something we’ve done for years:  we helped educate the public. 

This Earth Day we did something we’ve never done before:  we looked people in the eye, talked to them 
one-on-one and helped them learn some new aspect about a real live plant they held in their hand.  I’d 
like to think that because of that they’re going to have a lot more confidence and a better gardening ex-
perience. 

By the way, that smile that child gave you…that nodding look in customers’ eyes as you spoke to them…
that was them saying to you in their own way… 

“Dios te lo page.” 

The Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering Gardener  -  Marilyn MoltzMarilyn MoltzMarilyn MoltzMarilyn Moltz 

Texas Wildflowers  -  Willow City Loop, Johnson City, TX 
The first week of April we took a day trip to Johnson City and Fredericks-
burg to look for wildflowers.  As expected we did not have to travel far to 
begin viewing masses of wildflowers.  We went Hwy 46 to FM 1863 then 
281 to Johnson City.  A few miles north of Johnson City we turned left 
onto FM 1323 to Willow City.  There we drove the Willow City Loop, 
which goes thru private ranches, winding for about 12 miles and comes 
out on SR 16 just north of Fredericksburg. 

This was a beautiful drive all the way!  For me, Willow City Loop is all 
Texas: longhorn cattle, rocks, cactus, wildflowers, winding narrow coun-
try roads crossing slow moving creeks, and wildlife.  It was an overcast 
day and during the week so not a very 
busy day traffic wise.  The drive takes 
about an hour because it is a 20 mph 
limit, but you would not want to drive it 
any faster and miss all the hill country 
beauty. 

Photos provided by 
Bob Davis 
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EARTH DAY in SEGUIN 
A very BIG thank you to all the Master Gardeners who volunteered at Earth Day!  Those hard workers 
braved an assortment of weather issues, fire ants, slick muddy spots and sudden tent showers, but we 
succeeded in our goal of educating, inspiring, and selling lots of beautiful plants.  Such an event could 
not be supported without everyone bringing their talents out to share with those in the community and 
amongst ourselves.  THANK YOU ALL! Submitted by Karen Patterson, Earth Day Chair 

 
(By the way, Karen Patterson was pictured on the Seguin Earth Day Committee 2015 Facebook page.) 
 

GCMG netted over $1,300 in the Plant Sale 

Kids Learned Lots! 

    

Photos by  
Marvin “T” Taylor 

and Bob Cox 
 

Continued on following page 
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EARTH DAY in SEGUIN continued       AND ADULTS LEARNED TOO! 

    
   Texas Master Gardener Conference 

 
 

This is the merry group that attended the 2015 Texas State Master Gardener Conference in Belton, 
Texas from April 16-18th.  From left to right the attendees were Polly Ruppert, Peggy Jones, Cindy Mar-
tin, Iris Seale, Pat Schultze, Virginia and Doug Biggs.  The hard work put in by Bell County Master Gar-
deners was quite evident with the well-organized event.  The speakers were not only educational but hu-
morous and knowledgeable.  We learned from horticulture celebrities Greg Grant and Felder Rushing; to 
the retired garden and grounds keeper of Thomas Jefferson’s Monticello, Peter Hatch.  We learned of the 
plight of bats from the director of Bracken Cave, Fran Hutchins, 
and the difficulties of beekeepers from Clint Walker.  Lost in the 
woods?  We discovered what trees, plants and flowers are edible 
from Mark Vorderbruggen.  And much, much more.  Attending a 
Master Gardener conference is not only educational but a large 
social event with an opportunity to visit with many other Master 
Gardeners.  So please mark your calendars for the next Texas 
Master Gardener Conference on May 17-19, 2016 in McKinney, 
Texas brought to us by Collin County MG. 
 
Article & Photo submitted by Peggy Jones 
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Community Garden - Updates from Ann Odvody 
 
 

3/29 - Mother Nature finally cooperated with us and we had beautiful weather to garden both Tuesday 
and Friday.  We were also very glad to have Mary back from her trip.  The emphasis this week was defi-
nitely on tomatoes.  Tuesday we planted the five Rodeo tomatoes named Bobcat and prepared empty 
beds for the tomatoes our Greenhouse Team had ready for us.  Friday the guys dug holes and we gals 
planted 36 tomatoes.  Varieties this year are Sweet 100, Early Girl, Roma, Better Boy and Juliet.  Next 
week we will also plant a couple of Celebrities.  We also did some harvesting of cabbage, broccoli, on-
ions and snow peas.  The fall-planted broccoli has bolted as well as most of the lettuce so we will finish 
clearing that area to make way for corn.  The broccoli and cabbage we planted last week from the green-
house are looking very nice and the plants were large enough that the pet rabbit has ignored them.  The 
harvest total for the week was 65 pounds 11 ounces, bringing us to 337 pounds 4 ounces for the year.  
Thanks again to all of you who make this garden work! 
 
4/7 - Amazing morning in the garden!  Last week was mostly cloudy with mist and drizzle on Friday.  
Headway was made on the weeding thanks to Kathy and Ivonne  and some harvesting was done.  Over 
the weekend, Marvin brought in a tractor and moved mulch from our huge pile to where it needed to be 
spread.  We are so grateful as it saved hours spent shoveling and pushing a wheelbarrow!  It took the 
troops about two hours to spread it all out.  Thanks ladies, girls and John.  Mary had a nice surprise, too.  
The strawberries in the elevated bed had produced a crop and were ready to be picked - filled a quart 
bag off of about six plants.  This was about our third attempt and it was probably the elevated bed that 
made it happen.  I also had a nice surprise awaiting me from the greenhouse team.  They had three va-
rieties of cucumber and two of winter squash ready to be planted.  They are all in the ground.  They had 
beautiful root systems.  We really enjoy getting our plants from the greenhouse folks.  Last week we har-
vested 59 pounds 13 ounces.  Today we harvested 29 pounds 15 ounces.  To date, our total is 427 
pounds.  Any extra hands would be appreciated Friday, as we finish tidying up the garden for the work-
shop Saturday.  Once again thanks to everyone who comes out and makes this garden work! 
 
4/15 - It was cool with a brisk wind to start the morning.  Dale and John moved bags of soil to beds that 
needed amending and then worked in the new keyhole garden area.  We weeded two areas and got but-
ternut squash and eggplant in the ground.  We also got five honeydew melons planted in containers at 
the bottom of the watermelon patch.  We harvested cabbage, broccoli, celery, snow peas, strawberries 
and two artichokes.  Mary and Kathy got the strawberries covered with bird netting to keep them out of 
the bed.  Lorna sorted and shelled peas and got the weighing done.  Mary took 37 pounds 9 ounces of 
produce to the food bank in Marion.  Total so far this year is 470 pounds 9 ounces.  We also have a bottle 
brush and an old rose that are putting on quite a show blooming profusely. 
 

4/18 - Very cloudy this morning and the garden is very wet from all the rain we have been blessed with 
over the last couple of weeks.  We harvested above-ground crops.  We had 24 pounds 4 ounces, giving 
us a total of 494 pounds 13 ounces for the year.  We weeded a couple more beds and planted an addi-
tional 8 eggplants and 8 jalapeno starts.  They really wanted to be planted.  Thanks to all who came out 
and helped.  Hope to see you next week. 
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Gutierrez Xeriscape Park Rededication - April 19th 

Left-right, top to bottom:  Butterfly cake by Melissa Lewicki; Monarch caterpillar eating milkweed in the 
Monarch Waystation; Schertz Mayor Michael Carpenter; Mariachi band under the butterfly ceiling of the 
Gazebo; Volunteer organizations that worked at the park include Steele High School Key Club and Art 
Club and Guadalupe County Master Gardeners; Guadalupe County Commissioner Jim Wolverton; John 
Lewicki thanking volunteers including Kim Darrough, Welta Burris, Joyce Briscoe, and Judy Stanley; 
Master Gardener table with John Lewicki; Ribbon cutting with Mr. Gutierrez. 
    Photos and information by John Lewicki 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 
The Summer Social 

June 18, 2015 
Faith Lutheran Church in Seguin 
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Elevated Garden Beds, Key Hole Garden Bed, Drip Irrigation,  
On Saturday April 11 because of possibility of rain both the Elevated and Keyhole Garden Bed Dem-
onstrations were moved inside the County Court House Annex building.  Dale Odvody and John Le-
wicki gave a demonstration on how to build Elevated Garden Beds.  They explained why they can be 
very helpful to people who would like to garden but, because of mobility issues, are no longer able, 
and how the different heights of the Garden Beds can make gardening easier.  Since Lowes at 3009, 
and 35 donated the lumber to John Lewicki and the Guadalupe Community Gardens for the Elevated 
Garden Bed Demonstrations the completed elevated garden bed was given away as a door prize.  
MG Mary Real was the winner of the GB but very generously donated it back to the GC Community 
Garden.  John Lewicki explained how useful a Key Hole Garden Bed could be and how to put a Key 
Hole Garden Kit together.  After that everyone got a chance to see the Garden's beds. Then we lis-
tened to Jim Johnson give a demonstration on Drip Irrigation and how much more efficient timers can 
make watering the garden.  Submitted by Treva Hicks, Photos by Bob Cox 
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TEXAS GARDENER FUNDRAISER 
Our Treasury keeps 25% of your subscription when it is sent through GCMG 

April Volunteer Recognition Program 
 
36 Certified Master Gardeners qualified for the April Volunteer Recognition Program Drawing.  Having 
done so, all 36 also qualify for one entry into the $150 Annual Recognition Drawing. 

Members Reporting 5 or More Hours in March 2015 

April Volunteer Recognition Program 

  LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME      LASTNAME  FIRSTNAME  

1 Augustus Lillian   19 McLean Katie 

2 Bennett Kathy   20 Micheli Hughlene 

3 Bowe Mary   21 Odvody Ann 

4 Briscoe Joyce   22 Odvody Dale 

5 Cardona Ramonita   23 Patterson Karen 

6 Chandler Mike   24 Pinter Esther 

7 Cox Robert (Bob)   25 Preston Jerilyn 

8 Darrough Kim   26 Rodriguez Guadalupe 

9 Friesenhahn Joyce   27 Romero Liz 

10 Henry Beth   28 Ruppert Polly 

11 Jones Peggy   29 Schultze Pat 

12 Knight, Jr. James   30 Seale Iris 

13 Knobles Janice   31 Stanley Judy 

14 Lewicki John   32 Styblo Mary 

15 Magee Janet   33 Turner Pam 

16 Martin Cindy   34 Tyler-White Patricia 

17 McElveen Kay   35 Waite Linda 

18 McIntyre Elaine   36 Watkins Patricia 

Congratulations to Esther Pinter our April winner.  As our April Volunteer, Esther won a $20 gift certificate 
to Schulz Nursery. 

To qualify for the Monthly Volunteer Recognition Program drawing, Certified Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners must report a minimum of 5 volunteer and continuing education hours earned during the month 
in VMS by the last calendar day of the month.  Hours earned for attendance at the monthly GCMG Mem-
bership Meeting are not included in the minimum 5 hours, except those earned for meeting setup.  Board 
members do not participate in the Volunteer Recognition Program. 

Don’t forget to earn and report your hours by 31 May 2015 to be eligible for the May Membership Drawing. 
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Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - Dave Elder - Alternate - Marvin Borth 
One Year Term - Peggy Jones - Bob Teweles, Alternate 
Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Big Red Barn - Janice Knobles 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden - John Lewicki & Kim Darrough 

Historian - Sandy Foss 

Class 27 Coordinators - Kay McElveen & Mike Murley 

Facebook Editor - Cynthia Leos 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Bob Teweles 
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April Lunch and Learn 
April 2, L&L program “Landscaping with 
Wildflowers”, by Deedy Wright was en-
joyed by everyone.  Deedy has years of 
experience growing and educating peo-
ple on the advantages of native plants in 
the landscape.  We learned how to incor-
porate different types of beautiful wild-
flowers into the landscape, and how to 
keep them blooming so that you can 
have beautiful flowers all season long. 

Article & Photo by Treva Hicks, Education Committee Chairperson  

Speakers Bureau 

 
March 16 Betty Hughes gave a presentation to the Lazy Daisy Garden Club on “Composting”. 
 
April 13 Gail Johnson gave a presentation to the Lazy Daisy Garden Club on “Twenty Great Herbs for 
South Central Texas”. 
 
April 14 Liz Romero gave a presentation to the Lions Club on “Rain Water Harvesting”. 
 
   Treva Hicks, Speakers Bureau Volunteer Coordinator 
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2015 Schertz Volunteer Fair 
According to Brenda Davis, City Secretary, City of 
Schertz, there were between 70 and 75 people attend-
ing the Volunteer Fair on April 19th.  This did not in-
clude the staff or individuals staffing the tables.  Below 
are the entities that had a table at the event: 

City of Schertz: Board of Adjustments, Planning & Zon-
ing, Economic Development Corporation, Parks & Rec-
reation, Senior Center, Library Board, Transportation 
Safety Advisory Commission, Historical Preservation 
Committee and Animal Control, Citizens on Patrol, 
Heidi Search Center, Community in Schools, Homes for 
Pets, SYSA, Guadalupe Master Gardeners, The Saddle 
Light Center for Therapeutic Horsemanship, Guadalupe 
Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas, AACOG/
Bexar Area Agency on Aging, Rotary Club, Circle of  

           Cancer Care, Clemens Project Graduation. 

Bob Davis and  Kay Mc Elveen staff the GCMG 
booth.  Photo by John Lewicki 

The Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering GardenerThe Wandering Gardener  -  Marilyn MoltzMarilyn MoltzMarilyn MoltzMarilyn Moltz    

Garden Projects at My House 
Late last year I did the Garden Show on KWED.  One of the topics was garden projects and I would like 
to share the finished project I spoke about during the show.  It is a large mailbox mounted on an old ce-
dar post in my garden to store my garden tools.  I have several sets of garden tools, as do most garden-
ers, but never could find them when I needed them.  By placing the mailbox in the garden I always have 
an ample storage area for my tools.  The inside of the box has stayed dry (even in a 3 inch deluge with 
high winds).  In addition to tools I keep a pair of garden gloves, seeds I need to plant or possibly replant, 
a rubber hammer (to drive short rebar pieces to mark rows and keep the water hose from going over 
rows), insect repellant and sun screen.  It is large enough to keep whatever you need.  I am planning on 
adding a pair of utility scissors and paring knife to aid in the harvest. 

My other project came from the need to keep water hoses off the ground for tilling and mowing.  When I 
moved my garden a couple of years ago, the outside fence ran along my back water line.  I had a couple 
of water faucets that ended up just inside the garden fence.  I found that I was using the water hose in-
side and outside the fence and that was a problem, so we set a landscape timber inside the garden 
fence, purchased two water hose racks for each post and a water faucet splitter for each faucet.  Now I 
have water hoses that are up off the ground and easy to use inside and outside of my garden. 
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Park West Tours 
Guadalupe Master Naturalists will host a tour of the Park West proposed nature trail with the Central Texas Trail 
Tamers.  Representatives of the Trail Tamers will evaluate the trail on Sunday May 17th from 2-5 pm.  They will 
walk the trail again on Monday May 18th from 2-5 pm, sharing their evaluation and recommendations during the 
walk.  Master Gardeners are welcome to attend both walks.  Attendees are asked to bring water and wear comfort-
able shoes on the trail tours led by Vick Hines.  You are also invited to the Guadalupe Master Naturalist program 
on May 18 at 7:00 at AgriLife Extension Bldg, 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin.  Vick Hines will speak on scouting, plan-
ning, designing, constructing and maintaining nature trails. 

Please RSVP to Pam Turner at mygrandsons@yahoo.com.  Please call Pam at 830-221-6981 if you have any 
questions. 

Big Red Barn 
Spring is here and things are really growing in our garden at the Big Red Barn.  Although the volunteers 
were worried about being able to get things in the ground because it has been so wet, we got things 
planted between rain showers and everything is growing well.  The plantings include potatoes, tomatoes, 
various types of beans, carrots, radishes, corn, different kinds of squash, peppers and a variety of other 
vegetables.  In addition the herb garden is looking great, all of the work refreshing and expanding it is 
really paying off. 

School tours have started and we have plants to show the students.  Nothing as yet actually producing 
except artichokes and baby tomatoes, so we walk them through showing plants and then have some pur-
chased vegetables to show them and talk about. 

We have a new effort this year to talk to the students about.  We have planted a traditional early Ameri-
can plot called the Three Sisters.  This consists of corn, beans and squash.  The beans grow up the corn 
and the squash grows around both of them.  There is a posted write up at the plot explaining the history 
and concept of the plantings. 

As spring continues we will hopefully have a productive and educational garden at the Big Red Barn. 

Article & photos by  
Kay McElveen 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  
Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 8:30am-noon except for holidays.  Volunteers are al-
ways needed.  Contact  Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

Every Tuesday and Friday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden.  Check with Ann     
Odvody (odvodyd@swbell.net 830-914-3593) for start hour and access at other times. 

Every Friday 9 am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn.  Check with Janice Knobles, 830-379-6193 
or e-mail jmknobles@yahoo.com for details. 

KWED Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show is always looking for volunteers.  Contact Janet Grafe at 830-
639-4199 or e-mail to janetgrafe@hotmail.com. 

Chairperson is needed for the June 18th Summer Social.  Contact Jose Contreras at elmero-
jose@gmail.com 

Volunteers are needed to set up the chairs before each monthly meeting.  Contact Treva Hicks at 
hickslt@lycos.com 

Spring Tours at the Big Red Barn 
The folks at the Big Red Barn are holding spring tours of their facilities and gardens for school children 
(pre-K and up) and would like our help.  There will be opportunities to help in April and May, but at this 
writing the specific dates are not yet known.  A call list will be taken.  Janice Knobles is working on a 
script appropriate for Spring as well as indoor activities in case of rain.  If you would like to help children 
discover the wonder of growing things we eat, add your name to the call list of Master Gardeners.  
Give Karen Heinemeyer your name, number and email address by phone: 830-557-6308 or by email at: 
ronheinemeyer@sbcglobal.net   Of course you should and will earn volunteer hours for helping with this. 

Plan Ahead for the County Fair 
Cindy Martin, Chair for the 2015 County Fair, encourages everyone to not only volunteer, but to ENTER! 

Plan Ahead - and - Plant Ahead 

Stepping Up to Keep GCMG Viable and Active 
Chairs and Co-chairs Needed 

Ag Awareness Fair (formally Ag Day for Kids), September, 3 days, Big Red Barn – Co-chairs 
needed with LoRa Dick (if not working). 

Pecan Fest Heritage Days,  Nov 19-20, - Chair/Co-chairs needed 

Ag Fair-Texas A&M AgriLife, October 27, 28, 29, Cibolo FFA Barn, - Chair/Co-chairs needed 

Christmas tree decorating, December, Seguin Square - Co-chair needed with Betty Hughes 

Volunteer Chair needed 



15151515 

 

 

GARDENING EVENTS 

Texas Master Gardener Specialist Training - Entomology 
September 28 through October 2 

Montgomery County Extension Office, Conroe 
The training is designed to provide an in-depth exposure to the world of insects:  4.5 days of insect-
oriented field trips, lectures and hands-on insect collecting and photography. 
Montgomery County is not currently accepting applicants for the program, but for updates and further 
information see http://agrilife.org/insectspecialist/ 

 

National Children and Youth Garden Symposium 
July 9-11, 2015   -   Austin, Texas 

This exciting event is related to the Learn, Grow, Eat & Go  This conference is coordinated by the American Hor-
ticulture Society (AHS) and this year the International Junior Master Gardener (JMG) program will be a co-host 
for the conference.  Information about the conference events, lodging, travel, etc. may be found on the following 
website: http://www.ahs.org/gardening-programs/youth-gardening/ncygs/2015-ncygs/overview  The conference 
hotel is the Radisson Austin Downtown and the symposium has a special rate of $149.00 per night. 

"Dollars for Scholars" Luncheon, Fashion Show and Silent Auction 
This event benefitting San Antonio Garden Center Scholarships for Bexar County students studying horti-
culture at Texas A&M University is Thursday, April 30, 2015 at 12 noon, at the Garden Center.  Reserva-
tions required, $35 paid in advance by cash, check, or credit card.  Send to San Antonio Garden Center, 
3310 N. New Braunfels, San Antonio 78209, or call (210) 824-9981. 

Green Spaces Alliance Events 
May 5th is The Big Give S.A., and Green Spaces Alliance would be grateful for your financial support, especially 
during the hour of 7-8 a.m. Donate online at www.thebiggivesa.org 

May 9th is Sicloverde, GSA's annual cycling and walking tour of community gardens and election day for Proposi-
tion I for the Edwards Aquifer Protection Program and Proposition II for Greenways Expansion funding.  (Register 
for Sicloverde at www.greensatx.org.) 

May 21st is the Picture Your World Awards Ceremony at Phil Hardberger Park Urban Ecology Center. 

18th Annual Festival of Flowers 
May 23rd  -  9 to 5 

Alzafar Shrine Auditorium 
Seminars, Booths, Plant Sales, Daylily Show and more 

http://www.safestivalofflowers.com/ 
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Native Plant Society of Texas 
Guadalupe County (Schertz-Seguin) Chapter 

St John’s Lutheran Church, FM 465, Marion, TX 

May 12th 

Prairie Restoration in Texas 
Walter Stewart, a summa cum laude graduate of Harvard University in physics and chemistry, worked for many 
years as a research physicist at the National Institute of Health.  While at the NIH he won fame by fearlessly ex-
posing misconduct among other researchers – and he won infamy by refusing to mow his lawn.  Now retired to 
Austin, Stewart and his wife have spent eight years restoring 20 ordinary acres to a natural prairie that is now 
home to 380 native species.  While urbanization has drastically diminished our natural areas, Stewart proves that 
‘pocket prairies,’ even if surrounded by urban development, are feasible, educational, environmentally essential, 
and beautiful besides.  For more about his battle to clean up bad research, see the interview in the February 1989 
issue of OMNI magazine at https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B88DH9qxrie-bjhtXzFkekJaR1k/edit or https://
archive.org/stream/omni-magazine-1989-02/OMNI_1989_02#page/n29/mode/2up/search/walter+stewart 

Meetings are open to the public.  Visitors are welcome.  There is a plant/seed exchange and greeting at 6:30 PM 
followed by the program at 7:00 PM.   For more information, directions or membership applications see our web-
site at: http:/www./npsot.org/wp/guadalupe/ 

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to promote research, conservation and use of native plants 
and habitats through education, outreach and example. 

MG Specialist Training Conclave 
Thu & Fri, May 21 & 22 

College of Agriculture & Life Science Bldg, 600 John Kimbrough Blvd, College Station 

Choose from one of Four training sessions: 

• MG Vegetable Specialist; Course Director - Joe Masabni 
• MG Earth-Kind Landscape Specialist; Course Director - Tim Hartmann 

• MG Citriculture Specialist; Course Director - Monte Nesbitt 
• MG First Detector- Invasive Pest & Pathogen Specialist; Course Director - Kevin Ong 

16 CEUs.  Fee: $250 (Master Gardeners completing their requirements are eligible for $50 in rebates 
from the Texas Master Gardener Association.)  For details, contact Jayla Fry, Horticultural Sciences, at 
979-845-3308, or email: jbfry@ag.tamu.edu.  In order to register, certified Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners need approval and support of their county coordinator, Travis Franke 

Master Gardener Specialist – Irrigation Efficiency Training 
June 22, 23, 24, 2015 

Harris County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
 

Only 15 participant spots are available for this training.  Registration is first come/first served basis.  Payment and 
forms must be in our office by June 12, 2015.  No refunds will be given after June 18, 2015.  Please let us know 
right away by e-mail or phone if you are attending, carol.meadors@agnet.tamu.edu or 972-952-9621. 

Registration fee of $200.00 per person includes:  Irrigation Efficiency Master Gardener Specialist Manual, Power 
Points, evaluations, and report form for public presentations.  Irrigation demonstration box is available at an addi-
tional cost 

Two lunches (Tuesday and Wednesday).  Please let us know about any special dietary needs.  Snacks and drinks 
will also be provided each day 
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GUADALUPE COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS 
 LUNCH & LEARN GARDENING PROGRAMS 

12-1PM   FREE to the Public   Bring your own lunch  
Thursday May 7, - “Lawn Care”, Marvin Borth, Guadalupe Master Gardener, presented at the GC 
AgriLife Extension Office, 210 East Live Oak St., Seguin 
Monday May 11, - “Twenty Great Herbs for South Texas”, Gail Johnson, Guadalupe County 
Master Gardener, presented at The GVEC Community Room, 908 Curtis Street, Schertz. 
Thursday June 4 - “Gardening with your Kids and Grandkids”, Lo Ra Dick, Guadalupe County 
Master Gardener, presented at the GC AgriLife Extension Office, 210 East Live Oak St. Seguin. (Bring 
your own Kids) 
Monday June 8 - “Gardening in the Shade”, Liz Romero , Guadalupe County Master Gardener, 
presented at The GVEC Community Room, 908 Curtis Street,  Schertz. 
Thursday July 2 -“Twenty Great Herbs for South Texas”, Gail Johnson, Guadalupe County Mas-
ter Gardener, presented at the GC AgriLife Extension Office, 210 East Live Oak St. Seguin. 
Monday July 13 - “Hello Invasives Good Bye Texas”, Nancy Masterson, Guadalupe County Mas-
ter Gardener, presented at The GVEC Community Room, 908 Curtis Street, Schertz. 
Thursday August 6, - “Planning and Planting a Butterfly Garden”, Judy Stanley, Guadalupe 
County Master Gardener, presented at the GC AgriLife Extension Office, 210 East Live Oak St. Se-
guin. 
Monday August 10 - “Planning and Planting a Butterfly Garden”, Judy Stanley, Guadalupe 
County Master Gardener, presented at The GVEC Community Room, 908 Curtis Street, Schertz. 

For more information call 830-303-3889, AgrilLife Extension Office or http://
www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 

Educational Programs of the Texas A&M Extension Service are open 

to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national origin, 

age, disability, genetic information or veteran status 

The Flowering Future of the Botanical Garden 
Wednesday, May 6, 2015, at 10 a.m. 
3310 N. New Braunfels @ Funston 

San Antonio Garden Center Club meeting will present their program featuring Bob Brackman, Executive 
Director of the San Antonio Botanical Garden, who will talk about and share details of the City's Master 
Plan for its development.  Join us for coffee at 9:30 a.m.; meetings are free and open to the public.  For 
more information, go to www.sanantoniogardencenter.org or call (210) 824-9981. 

Beekeeping Basics 
Fri, May 8 (Classroom Day) & Sat, May 9 (Field Day) 

San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place, San Antonio and Field Day in Adkins 

11 CEUs (approximately).  Fee: $60.  This program is for anyone who is interested in beekeeping and/or 
learning how to start your own bee hives for pleasure, environmental stewardship, or to enhance pollina-
tion in your garden.  For details, email Molly Keck mekeck@ag.tamu.edu or call 210-467-6575. 
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Fanick's Nursery Events 

May 2nd, 8:30am - 2pm.  Back to Nature:  From the West Texas plains comes one of the best soil 
amendments you can get, composted cotton burrs. The sales rep from Back to Nature will be on hand to 
answer your questions on why their products are the best all natural soil amendments.  There will be 
Back to Nature free samples, hats, pens and more to be given away while supplies last.  20% OFF on all 
Back to Nature products is good for this Saturday only so get that ground ready and mix in some Back to 
Nature products to see why they are the best. 

September 5 - 10:30am - Noon.  Vegetables.  David Rodriguez from the Agrilife Extension Service will 
show you how to properly plant, grow and harvest your vegetables.  David has a ton of experience in 
gardening and would love to share his knowledge and passion for vegetables with you.  Seminar is free 
but any donation to the Children's garden is welcomed. 

San Antonio Botanical Garden Events 
 
May 2nd - Spring Plant Sale 
May 3, 2-4pm, - Wildflowers are More Than Just a Pretty Face! - 2 CEUs.  Fee: $10 ($9 SABOT 
members).  Register online or call 210-207-3250.  Come celebrate National Wildflower Week discovering 
the beauty and benefits of using wildflowers in your garden. 
May 8th - 6:30pm - More Than Honey.  Garden sponsor Chipotle hosts this series of free films on sus-
tainable topics: getting real about food, urban gardening, and honeybees.  If health and nutrition are im-
portant to you, join us for this free outdoor movie series.  RSVP at info@sabot.org (Chipotle is bringing 
burritos for everyone!).  Gates open at 6:30; movie starts at sunset, with community panel discussion 
preceding each movie.  Remember to bring your own seating. 

Rainbow Gardens, Thousand Oaks 
May 2nd, 10 am - Composting with Worms 
May 16th, 10-11 - Beekeeping Basics 

May 30th, 10 am - How France Came to the Hill Country 

Spring Rose Show & Seminar 
Saturday, May 2, from 1-4pm 

San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 North New Braunfels Avenue, San Antonio 
 

The Spring Rose Show and Seminar is presented by the San Antonio Rose Society and is free and open 
to the public.  See over 300 entries of roses and artistic floral designs.  At 2pm, there will be a seminar (1 
CEU) on "Growing Roses. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wedne

sday 

Thursday Friday Saturday 

     

 

 

1 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 9 AM 
 
 

MAY DAY 

2 

KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 

 

3 

 
 

 

4 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30-Noon 
 
 
 
 

5 
GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
 
CINCO DE MAYO 

6 7 

 

 
LUNCH and 
LEARN-Seguin 

8 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 

9 
KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show  

 
 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

MOTHERS 
DAY 

11 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
 
 
LUNCH and 
LEARN-Schertz 

12 

GCCG Workday 

 

13 14 

GCMG 
Board 
Meeting 

15 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 
 
 

16 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show . 
 
 

ARMED 
FORCES 
DAY 

17 

 

 

 

18 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
 
 
 
 
� NEW MOON 

19 

GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 21 

 

GCMG 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 

22 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 
 

 

23 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show  
 
 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

     31 

25 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
 
 
MEMORIAL DAY 

26 

GCCG Workday 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

27 28 29 30 

GCCG - Guadalupe County 
Community Garden 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 
 

 

May Meeting 
Thursday, May 21, 2015 - 7 PM 

AgriLIFE Extension Building 
210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners and the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open 
to all people without regard to race, color, sex, religion, national 
origin, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. 

 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(tindo@gvec.net) 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 
Jose Contreras      President 
Bob Teweles      Past President 
Marvin Borth      President Elect 
Cynthia Lyssey      Vice President 
Welta Burris      Secretary 
Jim Johnson      Treasurer 
Treva Hicks      Education Chairman 
Dave Elder      Publication Chairman 
Open       Volunteer Chairman 
Cindy Waechter       Membership Chair 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


