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A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in 

cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 

The Guadalupe Gardener 

President’s Corner March Meeting 
 

Thursday 
March 19th - 7 PM 
AgriLIFE Extension 

Building 

March 19 -Deedy Wright will  give a 
talk on "Natives Instead of Common 
Exotics" aka NICE 

Social & Refreshments 6:30 PM 

Program at 7 PM followed by    
Business Meeting 

 
Don’t forget your name tag 
  - and plants for the plant          

exchange 

Extension Service 
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I wonder if Bill Watterson is a Master Gardener…and if he is…what 
he would write about for the March newsletter.  My guess is he 
wouldn’t write.  He’d draw…and drawing, he’d talk to us metaphori-
cally about the joy of place.   

I wonder if Calvin and Hobbes’ creator has a garden.  If he does, 
would he work the soil, put in tomatoes and peppers, and arrange 
trellises at the back of raised beds for cucumbers and squash?   
Would marigolds abound and surround? 

I’m guessing he’d have his own compost heap, carefully dress plants 
with mulch, and frequently monitor his drip irrigation system.  He 
probably has a rain garden and might be into aquaponics.  He’d 
likely be an organic gardener. 

What would Watterson put in Calvin’s garden…if he were still draw-
ing?  He might surround the tomatoes with cardboard boxes instead 
of wire to automatically transmorgrify mature fruit into pizza.  Calvin 
would likely mix his own root stimulator—a special formula to sprin-
kle on chocolate mint so that it blooms Chocolate Frosted Sugar 
Bombs!  Calvin’s “heirlooms” would be a whole different thing.  

And what would Calvin’s landscape look like?  Not too much guess-
work needed here.  There’d be vast deserts and tall jagged moun-
tains…overgrown with dark, tropical tendril-laden man-eaters.  If Cal-
vin had his way it would never rain in his back yard….but it would 
always snow…the more snow days the better! 

Who are your favorite cartoon characters?  What’s in their garden?  
What’s their landscape design?    Jose 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 
April 16 - Dennis Hale will present Spring Activities in Your Lawn 
June 18 - Summer Social 

Newly Certified Master Gardeners 

Cynthia Leos 
Certificate presented by President 

Jose Contreras 

Donna Wise 
Certificate presented by President 

Jose Contreras 

February Meeting Program - Diagnosing Plant Diseases 

Patricia Mokry, Travis County Master Gardener, presented the Feb-
ruary GCMG educational program, “Diagnosing Plant Diseases”.  
Patricia gave an extensive handout to members covering plant diseases, 
how to identify the symptoms,  etiology  and management.  Her presen-
tation was accompanied by a slide show with pictures of plants and a 
wide variety of diseases.  

Patricia reviewed the plant disease triangle; environment, disease and 
susceptible plant; principles of plant pathology and symptom versus 
signs.  She gave an overview of the plant pathogens; viruses, bacteria 
and fungi with pictures and discussed symptoms and treatment. She 

reviewed common diseases and management of plant diseases in the backyard garden.  

Her overall message was prevention.  She stressed the need for cleaning your tools at the end of each 
gardening day before putting them away and between plants.  She encouraged keeping the area around 
the plant clean of debris. She recommended using only clean soil and clean pots when potting plants.  
She encouraged buying resistant varieties of plants and to know your nursery and buy only healthy 
plants. Also, it is important to rotate your crops. 

She encouraged using Texas A&M for help in diagnosing plant diseases and gave several references in 
her handout.   One such website: Extension Plant Pathology: http://plantclinic.tamu.edu 

      Submitted by Sandy Foss 
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Don't forget to report your February Volunteer Hours by the 28th of the month! 

February Meeting 

 Raffle winner was Treva Hicks.  Ramonita Cardona  won the gift certificate Door 
Prize. 

In addition there was a Calvin & Hobbes drawing from those who actually read their 
e-mail.  That winner was Lisa Foss. 
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2015 Texas Superstars® 
Projected new TEXAS SUPERSTAR® plant releases for 2015 have been or will be readily available at 
your favorite Independent Nurseries and some Box stores.  Promotion time in parentheses. 

Lobularia White Stream (April 2015) 
Satsuma Arctic Frost (early May 2015) 
Alternanthera Little Ruby (May 2015) 

Specific information on these plants will be out a month before projected promotions.  More information 
about the Texas Superstar plant program can be found at these websites: 

http://texassuperstar.com/ 
http://plantanswers.com/resources.htm#superstar 
http://agrilife.org/today/ 

Master Gardener Class 27 – Fall 2015 

A quick update on where we are with Class 27 for those of you unable to attend the most recent mem-
bership meeting. 

We will be having the class at the AgriLife building in the great new meeting room.  We have the curricu-
lum developed and about 90% of the presenters have committed to be there.  We are waiting on re-
sponses from a few or for their calendars to firm up, but generally things are looking good.  Once every-
thing is firm, we will post the agenda so that those of you who may want to plan to attend a particular 
session can get it on your calendars. 

We already have some people inquiring about the class and encourage you to start recruiting.  The appli-
cation/background check form is posted on the website, so you can go ahead and direct people to gua-
dalupecountymastergardeners.org.  We will also have a flyer and interest signup sheet posted shortly on 
VMS for your use.  If you have people who express an interest, please either send them to the website or 
get their name and information (email and/or phone number) to Kay McElveen 
(kay.mcelveen@yahoo.com) or Mike Murley (murleyml@yahoo.com).  The potential participant will be 
contacted, invited to meetings, etc. 

This is going to once more be a great class.  We may be asking some of you to help with various activi-
ties, such as grading tests, etc. Please say yes!   Submitted by Kay McElveen 

Jon Elia 
Guadalupe County Master Gardener 

 
Our hearts go out to Master Gardener Debra Elia who lost her husband and Master Gardener, Jon Elia, 
Friday, 20 February following a sudden, severe illness.  Jon was a member of Class 25 and certified as 
a Master Gardener during the December Social.  Jon was an enthusiastic member, hard worker, al-
ways had a smile on his face and kind words for everyone. We will all miss a great human being. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Debra, daughter Lindsey, and son Jon Jr.and the family at this time. 
Family Visitation Services will be held on Tuesday, 3 March from 6 - 8 PM at the Sunset Funeral Home, 
1701 Austin Hwy, San Antonio, TX 78218.  Chapel Service will be held on Wednesday, 4 March at 
12PM at the Funeral Home.  Graveside Services will follow at 1:30 PM at the Fort Sam National Ceme-
tery.  Cards may be sent to Debbie at 2002 Oak Crown, San Antonio, TX 78232 



5555 

 

 

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Out-
reach Chairman.  If anyone 
knows of a GCMG who needs a 
meal, please let her know  830-
560-1976. 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from 
the organization for an illness 
or loss of a family member, 
contact: Welta Burris Secretary 
210-273-5025, or e-mail 
hwburris@ctxu.net. 

Newsletter Staff 
 
Editor - Elaine McIntyre 
Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 
Distribution - Doug Biggs 
Proof Reader - Bob Teweles 
Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 

TEXAS GARDENER FUNDRAISER 
Our Treasury keeps 25% of your subscription when it is sent through GCMG 

Austin Regional Resource Library 

Here is a shot of the people who accompanied me 
to Austin where we visited the Regional Resource 
Library.  The purpose for the visit was to be intro-
duced to the Foundation Center’s Online Data-
base, a compilation of funding sources.  The data-
base can be searched via computer saving consid-
erable time as one searches for financial support 
for various non-profit projects.  Those making the 
trip include (l-r): Cindy Lyssey, KJ Kjolhede, Ellen 
Laubhan, Ellen Moutos-Lee, RFL Director, Marvin Borth, Jim Johnson and Dean Webb.  Each person 
who made the trip is a Guadalupe County Master Gardener.  As this is written, efforts are being made 
to convince the Seguin Public Library to subscribe to the Foundation Center’s Online Database.  This 
would enable use of the powerful search engine locally instead of having to travel to Austin. 

      Submitted by Bob Cox 

Our Office/Library 
Thanks to lots of help, the Master Gardener office is looking professional.  We survived the move, and I 
and volunteers Esther Pinter, Jerilyn Preston, Treva Hicks and Ramonita Cardona have been organizing 
and storing stuff in an attractive, large room with no cabinets or closets.  Almost everything is in plastic 
bins on shelves, and today we moved boxes and canopies into the storage shed.  Thanks to Jose 
Contreras, Bob Cox, and Mike Chandler, we have deep, strong shelves in the shed, and Mike even 
patched the hole in the roof.  Most of the accumulated junk that was in the shed, including the roaches, 
has been disposed of, so now we have lots of storage space.  Carol Calentine has waved her magic 
wand and is getting us a rebuilt computer, and Cindy Martin may have a printer for us.  Jerilyn and her 
husband are working on a library system that will allow us to check out books to members. 
 
Thanks to everyone who pitched in to help make YOUR office so nice.  Come to see it on Mondays be-
tween 8:30 and noon.   Submitted by Betty Hughes 
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Rodeo Construction Crew at Lunch 

On February 4, the Rodeo Construction Crew enjoys the lunch provided by Betty Hughes and her crew of 
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners.  Photos provided by Betty Hughes. 

New Braunfels Nursery Joins Native Plant Program 

The Native Plant Society of Texas has added a seventh local nursery to its Comal-Guadalupe NICE pro-
gram. NICE (Natives Instead of Common Exotics) encourages the use of plants that originate in Texas 
for home landscaping. New to the program is Maldonado Nursery at 120 E. Zipp Road, New Braunfels. 
Maldonado Nursery, with 20 acres of grounds, an extensive selection of native plants, and more than 30 
years’ experience in the landscaping field, designs and installs Texas native landscapes, themed land-
scapes and commercial projects. 

Other participating nurseries are The Green Gate in Seguin, Maldonado Garden Center in Seguin, 
Schulz Nursery in Marion, South Texas Growers in Bulverde, Canyon Lake Ace Hardware in Canyon 
Lake and Thyme N' Treasure in St. Hedwig. 

For more information contact Nancy Masterson (Guadalupe) 830-305-9104 
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Let’s All Go to the Park 
Park West News 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners are showing up and making a difference in Park West on Vaughn 
Street 2 blocks North of West Court Street.  We and our affiliates (Guadalupe Master Naturalists, Guada-
lupe Native Plant Society of Texas and Nogales Garden Club), collectively known as “Nature in Seguin 
Parks Alliance”, are working steadily to remove exotic invasive plants from the beautiful elm and oak for-
est.  We are getting a lot of help from the Seguin Parks and Recreation Department;  I never knew a 
chain saw could sound so good!  Some of the large Ligustrum, Chinaberry and Golden Rain trees just 
won’t submit to our loppers. 
In December, our Chapter President Jose Contreras joined me and Monte Zengerle  (Guadalupe Native 
Plant Society chapter) for a tour of part of the proposed nature paths.  During the walk, Jose spotted an 
owl in one of the larger native trees.  We have a surprisingly diverse natural area with many species of 
native trees, shrubs and flowering plants.  What a wonderful habitat for wildlife and wild gardeners!  
While walking, Jose pitched in and picked up some of the litter along the trail.   
In January and February we continue our invasive plants removal.  Master Gardeners are a strong pres-

ence at these workdays, but we are still outnumbered by our enemies (Ligustrum, Nandina, Chinaberry, 

Golden Rain tree and other thugs).  We could use more help.  While you’re there you can enjoy the cool 

woods and bird songs.  There’ll be some pretty nice gardeners there, too.  Please join us at Park West.

    Liz Romero, Guadalupe County Master Gardener 

Cleaning up trails while looking for invasive exotics 

 
 Janet Magee, armed 

and ready to take out 
invasives.on 2/11/15  

Photos provided by Liz Romero 

Jose and Monte 
walk in the Park 
West woods on 
12/3/14 

Comal County MG Seminar -    We Vegetables   

 

 

                                             

This all-day seminar on February 21st fea-
turing tomatoes, nutrition and keyhole gar-
dening was very well attended by Guada-
lupe County Master Gardeners.  Some of 
them are shown in this photo by Cindy 
Martin 
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Report from the Big Red Barn 

We are getting ready for spring and school tours at the Big Red Barn.  We recently received a load of 
mulch from the City of Seguin and spent several hours spreading it.  We will be getting more in the next 
few weeks to complete resurfacing the walkways.  Many thanks to the wonderful crew that showed up to 
help with first load! 

The herb and butterfly gardens have both been cleaned up, expanded and some new plants put in.  It is 
looking really good with more to come.  Most of the credit for this goes to Marla Miller, Beth Henry and 
Mike Chandler. 

On the vegetable side, the volunteers have developed a master plan for planting the spring crops.  So far 
we have onions, potatoes, carrots and radishes in.  We will be proceeding with the rest of the planting 
quickly so the garden will be ready for the school tours that resume at the end of March. 

Spring is an exciting time for any gardener, but it is also the time of the most intense work.  We will con-
tinue to have our regular work day on Friday morning (weather permitting) but may also schedule an ad-
ditional work day during the week in the next few weeks so we can get everything in the ground.  We will 
keep you posted.  All are welcome to come “dig in the dirt” (sorry – soil). 

    Article and photos submitted by Kay McElveen 

Big Red Barn 
Big Oops in the last Newsletter!  The other person filling in for Janice Knobles at 
the Red Barn while her broken wrist is healing is Patricia Watkins not Patte Tyler-
White.  Too many Patricia's.  I apologize for the mixup.  Elaine McIntyre, Editor 



9999 

 

 

Propagating Roses 
by Peggy Jones, Texas Certified Master Gardener 

 
Supplies: 
 One Gallon Pots    Plant Markers/Pencil 
 Pruners      Knife & Scissors 
 Rooting Hormone Powder   Potting Soil & Perlite 
 Coffee Filters    Wet Floral Foam 
 Clear Soda Bottles with bottom cut off (2 or 3 Liter) 

Roses may be propagated at any time of year but it seems that the best time of year is late fall. 
The following is a technique taught by my mentor, Ed Bradley from the San Antonio Rose Soci-
ety. 

Cuttings - The easiest part of the rose to root is the tip of stems that have recently bloomed.  Ideally, 
these tips have withered flowers.  The stems should be just slightly smaller than a pencil and 6-8” long.  
Remove spent flowers and cut from the parent plant with a 45 degree angle.  Keep stems in water till 
planted. 

Cut Floral Foam to a small rectangle about 2 – 3”.  Drop it in a bowl of water.  It will sink when it has ab-
sorbed enough water.  Floral foam is sterile, bacteria free. 

Fill one gallon pot with potting soil that is mixed with perlite.  Use about 1/3 Perlite, 2/3 Potting Soil.  Note 
that the one gallon pot works best.  As the cutting grows you can just keep it in the same pot. If you use 
something smaller and then transfer it you risk damaging the tender roots. 

Trim cutting next.  Remove the leaves from the bottom of the cutting, but leave as many leaves as possi-
ble near the top.  The leaves are necessary for food and hormone production while the rooting takes 
place. Three sets of leaves are good.  Some propagation techniques suggest cutting the leaves in half. 
This destroys the cell structure; the leaves turn brown and fall off. 

Remove thorns and make a new 45 degree cut about an inch below a bud eye.  Next make a cut near 
the bottom of the stem to expose the cambium layer.  This is the layer of tissue just below the outer sur-
face bark where the rooting will take place.  Just lightly scrape the outer layer. This cut should be ½” to 1” 
in length from the bottom of the cutting. The cutting should end up 5-8”.  

Make a pilot hole in the floral foam with your cutting.  Dip cutting in water. Then dip the stem into a small 
amount of rooting hormone powder that you have poured into a coffee filter.  Put stem into the pilot hole 
in the wet floral foam.  Plant foam and stem into the potting soil in the one gallon pot.  Write name of rose 
on plant marker and the date. Add to pot.  Place clear soda bottle over the cutting, creating a terrarium.  
Be sure the leaves are not touching the plastic it can burn the leaf when it gets hot. 

Place your potted cutting in semi shade. Do not place in direct sunlight.  Keep moist but not overly so. 
Water every other day. 

A term called damping off may occur when bacteria gets into the pot from too much moisture.  If the stem 
and leaves start to turn yellow, it is dying.  Try another cutting.  Follow these propagation tips and your 
rose cuttings should root quite well.  The length of time it takes them to root is determined by a lot of fac-
tors, such as the variety of the rose, and the temperature of the soil and the air. 

Do not fertilize at all for 3 months. Then use a liquid fertilizer well diluted. 
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Workday at Gutierrez Xeriscape Park 

Thirty-one volunteers gathered 
early Saturday morning on Febru-
ary 21,2015 to participate in the 
joint Schertz-Cibolo Lions Club 
and Schertz Parks Foundation 
Project for Gutierrez Improve-
ments.  Other participating organi-
zations included Guadalupe 
County Master Gardeners, Steele 
High School Key Club, Dove 
Meadow Neighborhood residents 
and Schertz Parks and Recrea-
tion Department employees. 

The improvement project’s goals included plant-
ing 30 drought-tolerant native plants, painting the 
gazebo, clearing weeds out of the Butterfly Gar-
den area, clearing weeds out of the mulched 
trees, adding new mulch to tree groves, adding a 
walkway behind the main sign/xeriscape garden 
area and clearing the parking lot of overgrown 
weeds.  Also, the old Gazebo benches which 
had been previously removed will be replaced by 
the Schertz-Cibolo Lion’s Club and the Schertz 
Parks Foundation at a cost of over $10,000.  
Pictured are Joyce Briscoe, Judy Stanley and Welta Burris - Joyce signing in volunteers.  

After cancellation of the workday in January due to 
wet conditions, the volunteers were greeted by a 
beautiful sunny day that resulted in blooms in the 
Mountain Laurel grove and more blooms in the wild-
flower beds around the gazebo. The volunteers 
planted 30 drought-tolerant native plants including 3 
selections from NICE (Natives Instead of Common Exot-
ics) lists. 

Continued on following page 
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(Gutierrez Park - continued from previous page) 
Special thanks go to Bob Cantu for providing coffee and doughnuts, Fox’s Pizza for providing lunch and 
Schertz Parks and Recreation for providing water, plants, edgers, mulch, and topsoil.  Special recognition 
goes to Banner Huggins, A Lion’s Club member and Dove Cove resident, who coordinated and planned 
the various activities.  Although she was sick on the workday, she “volunteered” two family members who 
contributed to the successful workday. 

Photos by Joyce Briscoe and John Lewicki.  Article by John Lewicki. 

The Wandering GardnerThe Wandering GardnerThe Wandering GardnerThe Wandering Gardner    -    Marilyn Moltz 

Azalea Trails 

To make a trip on an azalea trail successful, the timing must be right.  Azaleas are flowers that I do not 
have in my yard but I do like very much.  I have taken several spring trips to follow azalea trails.  One 
can enter “azalea festival” on their search engine and will find them located in numerous states—
Georgia, Florida, Texas, South Carolina, North Carolina, Florida and even Oklahoma!  I have seen 
azaleas in Texas, Mississippi, Georgia, South and North Carolina, Virginia and Alabama. 

Azaleas can be found in many colors.  They are native and hybrid and now have bushes that bloom 
much longer than two weeks.  I have “black gumbo” soil and would have to amend my soil or plant 
them in a pot.  I do prefer to take trips to see them in mass plantings.  If you have never gone to any 
type of flower festival, you need to attend one.  They are so much fun!! 

Bluebonnets 
Gas up your cars and get your cameras ready!!  If the open fields are going to be anything like my 
yard, there will be bunches and bunches of bluebonnets and other wildflowers this spring.  If you have 
not yet transplanted bluebonnet plants that came up in unwanted areas, do soon.  My plants began to 
sprout quickly last week after a couple of warm days! 


