GCMG Member Meeting

February 21, 2013
Page 3

[image: image1.png]TEXAS AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE,
Texas AsM System







































President Peggy Jones welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order.  There were 51 certified members, 5 interns, and 5 guests in attendance.  Members were encouraged to get their refreshments before the speaker to save on time.
Jeff McKee introduced Ron Csehil, president of Gardening Volunteers of South Texas.  Ron’s talk was on Drip Irrigation on Raised Beds.   

There was a quick break and the business meeting followed. 

Peggy Jones said that in the Policy and Procedure manual it states that the meeting start time is 7:00 p.m.  The Board recommends that the social start at 6:30 p.m., then start the meeting at 7:00 p.m., with a short break between speaker and business meeting.  Since the social was taking too long between the speaker and the business meeting, this will make the meeting shorter.  GCMG will vote on this next month.
With the addition of all the books that George Ammermann donated, GCMG needed more bookshelves.  Home Depot will deliver the bookshelves that were ordered on Monday.  Peggy thanked all those that help sort the books.  Also, two boxes of duplicates were donated to the Gonzales Master Gardeners.

The Minutes of the January 17, 2013, meeting were approved as submitted.  

Program Speakers.  Jeff McKee announced the following speakers:
March

Michael Warriner on the Role of Bubble Bee  
April

Liz Palfini
June

Social


August
Dr. Rebecca Kelso
Refreshments.  Treva Hicks thanked Don Hilbert, Lynn Pfullmann, Cecelia Cook, Betty Hughes, Joyce Johnston, and Beth Zies for the refreshments and beautiful presentation.
Speakers Bureau.  Treva Hicks said that the Lo-Ra Dick gave three talks, Peggy Jones gave two, and Nancy Masterson gave one talk in January.

San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo Update.  Dale Odvody reported that GCMG will help the Bexar County Master Gardeners with the de-construction at the Texas Experience Building west of the Joe and Harry Freeman Coliseum in San Antonio from February 25-27 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Great opportunity for volunteer hours.  Also, free mulch is available to those that help. 
Guadalupe County Community Garden.  Dale Odvody reported that over 83 lbs. of food have been donated to the Randolph Area Christian Assistance Program.  Tomatoes have been bought and will be repotted before set in the beds.  Help is always needed.
Junior Master Gardener Program.  Lo-Ray Dick thanked those that made the portable square foot gardening boxes.  Matt Mirands said that the Toby Conner Ag fair in Cibolo was a success.  From the polled teacher’s and their classes over 75% of the improvements and praise went to the gardening demonstration!  This year Mary Real developed an interactive square foot gardening script that helped kids really visualize and participate in square foot gardening.  The teachers and children sent GCMG wonderful letters.
Lo-Ray Dick said that Matt Miranda has extended an invitation for GCMGs to give short 10 minute presentations on square foot gardening to elementary classes when he goes to set up the extension education program, “hatching in the classrooms”.  Matt goes to talk to kids about an incubator he brings for hatching chicks right in the classroom.  While he then sets up the incubator, a master gardener gives a quick talk (intro) on square foot gardening using the demonstration box.   

Last week Pat Turner, Iris Seale, and Lo-Ray dick met with Seguin Outdoor Learning Center’s (SOLC) director, Pat Bowmen, to discuss plans for developing a youth garden at the SOLC facility.  They are already starting it and are looking for volunteers to come in once a week to help rock it along.  Pam Turner said that beds will be used for square foot gardening, butterfly gardens, etc.  Volunteers are needed.  Donations needed are:  cardboard, transplants, seeds, herbs, cuttings, etc.  These beds will be used to help with the education of the Junior Master Gardener Program.
Volunteer Committee Chair.  Carol Calentine had the following volunteer opportunities available:  

Agri-Life Ext. Bldg. Clean Up on February 23 starting at 9:00 a.m.

Wilson County Gardening Day in Floresville on March 2, morning and afternoon shifts available to work at the GCMG booth. 

Mosaic Community Garden Clean Up on March 2.

Earth Day in Seguin on April 27.

Gutierrez Park in Schertz needs a new chairman.  Flower beds will need to be cleaned three to four times a year.  Usually Steel High School students volunteer to help with this project.

Class 25.   Bob Teweles reported that the next class will be held in Schertz from August 7 – November 20, from 10:00 a.m.-2:30 p.m. at the Schertz United Methodist Church, 3460 Roy Richard Drive.  Bob encouraged members to advertise this and get people to sign up.

Publications.  Elaine McIntyre said that the newsletter deadline is on February 26 but encouraged everyone to get their reports in early since February is a short month.  Elaine also thanked those that help her with the newsletter; Marvin Taylor - photographer; Marilyn Moltz - Wandering Gardener; Patti Zgabay - proofreader, and Doug Biggs for distribution of the newsletters to those that do not have email.
New Business

President-Elect Position.  Helen Griffith will resign this position starting in March, and a new President-Elect is needed.

Romanita Cardona won the raffle of $22.50.  The speaker left rain gauges and tickets for the San Antonio Home and Garden Show.  Lo-Ray Dick and Bob Teweles won rain gauges; Pat Schultze and Walter Weber won the tickets.  
Adjournment.  As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 p.m.   
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