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August Meeting
Notes from the Garden -

of Linda Bruno, President

This month’s column was going to
be about the summer doldrums and
the heat and the need to start plant-
ing for the fall.  And a reminder that we still need a coor-
dinator for the Fair.  All the normal things that we dis-
cuss in our meetings and in the newsletter.

But sometimes things happen that are so unexpected
that they must be addressed.  I am talking about the
death of one of our own Guadalupe County Master Gar-
deners, Fred Romero.

Many of you knew Fred well.  Along with his wife, Liz,
and George Ammermann, Fred taught rain water har-
vesting to the last three classes of new students.  He
was a handsome man, soft spoken and always very
pleasant.  Usually when you saw him he was with Liz.
They seemed to complete each other.

My husband, Joe, talked and visited with Fred more than
I did, doing the guy things.  Of course Liz and I talked
about both of them when we were together; that’s just
the way it is.

It’s interesting how you remember specific moments in
time when you realize that someone has such a close
relationship that it is hard to separate the two of them.
We were at a party for another group; Fred and Liz were
dancing to old rock music.  They just seemed to fit so
well together as he would twirl her and she would just
move back into his arms perfectly.  During their presen-
tations, she would be talking and turn to him and say 

     (continued on page 3)
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Don’t forget to bring your plants for the plant ex-
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News

Gregg Collum, Realtor and expert on wildlife management of property, was our
speaker at the July membership meeting.  Gregg related that property tax reduc-
tion was possible but an agricultural tax valuation must exist before hand.  The
property must be qualified and appraised as agricultural land prior to seeking tax
relief for wildlife management of property.

Splitting up large tracts of land has increased pressures on wildlife.  These pres-
sures include loss of open space from development, increased hunting pres-
sure, encroachment of feral cats, dogs, and hogs, and introduction of exotic
species such as fire ants.  Loss of water and food sources add an extra burden
on wildlife, thus management is necessary.

Amendments to the Texas Constitution were made to help increase interest in
wildlife and habitat management, thus benefiting wildlife.  In 1995 Proposition 11
was passed which amended Article VIII, Section 1-d-1 of the Texas Constitution
allowing agricultural appraisal for land used to manage wildlife.  This change al-
lowed landowners of smaller acreages to seek property tax reduction.

A change in the status or title of a property with an agricultural tax valuation can
trigger an evaluation by the local County Appraisal District (CAD).  If the previ-
ous owner of the land was getting unjustified tax relief, the new owner will be

held responsible for back taxes for five previous years.  Depending on the property size and value this could be a
substantial sum, so buyer beware.

With the face of rural Texas changing to more smaller properties, landowners no longer are inclined to be farmers
or ranchers.  The land has more of a recreational use and a way to get away from the urban environment.  If the
landowner has ten to twenty acres of land he can seek a wildlife exemption.  The local CAD sets the size of
acreage and also may be obstinate in awarding the the wildlife tax valuation.  Several landowners can get together
and more than likely get results.

The landowner must complete an approved wildlife management plan which can be obtained from the local tax
appraisal office or Texas Parks & Wildlife Department.  This plan must be submitted to the local tax appraisal of-
fice between Jan. 1 and April 30.  Seven categories of wildlife management practices along with 48 activities are
used to validate the plan.  The seven habitat management categories include: Habitat Control, Erosion Control,
Predator Control, Providing Supplemental Water, Providing Supplemental Food, Providing Supplemental Shelter,
and Census.  Only one activity from each category is required and can include: winter fallow disking, brush con-
trol, providing permanent water resources, providing supplemental food, providing artificial nest structures, and
conducting several wildlife surveys.  Documentation is necessary so keep good records of all your activities.

For more information, Gregg can be reached at 210-559-1675.
His e-mail address is Gregg@ranchlandintexas.com                                                   

July Meeting Program
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Garden Party at the AgriLife Extension Building

On Saturday, Jul 17
th
 Guadalupe County Master Gardeners met at the AgriLife Extension building to spruce

up the garden by pulling some weeds and baby oak trees.

George Ammermann giving support to Dale
Odvody before he heads off to the radio station.

Lynn Pfullmann working in the beds.

Thanks to Clara Mae Marcotte for the photos.

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners
Tee Shirts

We still have a few green tee shirts left in medium and extra large.  The extra large could also be used
as a night shirt for some of you out there.  If you are interested see Sandy Foss at the next monthly
meeting.  We would love to get them all distributed.  Thanks.  (They are $10).

(NOTES - continued from page 1)

“Honey, did I cover everything?” in that lovely Southern voice she has, and he would reassure her that
she had.  I loved to hear him talk about their grandson, Jonathan, bragging about what Jonathan had
said or done and how smart he was.

The last big project Fred did with the Master Gardeners was the fund raising at the Grow Local Festival
in February.  He was tired then but Liz said he wanted to make sure everything was done perfectly and
he made numerous trips to get all the right parts for the rain water barrels.  He worked all day, taking
many breaks to rest, but being Fred, he wanted it to be right.

We get caught up in the daily rush and the deadlines and all the stuff that goes along with keeping our
lives going.  So please, in honor of Fred Romero, just take a few minutes to remember a man who was
a devoted and loving husband, a great father and a wonderful grandfather.  He also just happened to
be a Master Gardener and a friend.
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CLASS 22     -     CLASS 22     -     CLASS 22

Guadalupe County Master Gardener Class 22 will begin on August 11, 2010 and run weekly until the
class graduates on December 1

st
.  As of July 15th there were 24 students enrolled in the class with a

deadline for applications of July 30th.  Betty Hughes, Donna Kaminski, Gillian Siemens and Jackie Flo-
res will be assisting Bob Teweles in conducting the class.

Certified Master Gardeners and Master Gardener Interns are welcome to attend Class 22 presentations
on subjects they may have missed previously or subjects in which they have an interest.  The schedule
of upcoming classes will be published monthly in The Guadalupe Gardener.

Class Schedule

Aug 18 - Plant Growth & Development – Liz Palfini, Texas Parks and Wildlife Park Ranger, Botany
Instructor at Northeast Lake View Community College, MS degree in Botany, University of Florida

Aug 25 - Soils, Water & Plant Nutrients - Malcolm Beck, founder of Gardenville, author of “The Gar-
denville Method – Lessons in Nature” & “The Secret Life of Compost”.  Co-author with Howard Gar-
rett of “Texas Organic Vegetable Gardening” & “The Texas Bug Book”

Sep 1 - Lawn Care  – Dennis Hale, Wilson County Extension Agent
Sep 8 -  Firewise & Wildfire Preparedness in Landscaping - Jan Fulkerson, Texas Forest Service,

Urban Wildland Interface Specialist focusing on Neighborhood & Community Planning; and
      Oak Wilt – Mark Duff, Staff Forester II with the Texas Forest Service responsible for implementation

of Oak Wilt Suppression & Forest Stewardship programs
Sep 15 - Home Fruit & Nut Production - Dr. Larry Stein, Professor & Extension Horticulturist, Texas

A&M.  Emphasis on production horticulture working with pecans, fruits, grapes & vegetable crops.

4th Central Texas Gardeners Conference 2010
"Urban Farming – The Ultimate Backyard Experience"

Saturday, October 9, 2010, 8:00 a.m.–4:15 p.m.
1400 Schertz Parkway , Bldg 5, Schertz Civic Center, Schertz, Texas

Urban farming, edible landscapes, whatever you call it, is “growing” in popularity; converts flock to talks
and demonstrations given by Agri-Life Extension and Master Gardeners!  Now it’s your turn, join us for
an educational fun filled day learning about the concept of Urban Farming from the microbes in the soil
to the fruit, flowers and vegetables perfect for your home grown edible landscapes.

Our esteemed speakers are: Dr. Larry Stein, Dr. Diane Boellstorff, Dr. David Reed and Dr. Joe Novak.
Please note:  6 CEU credits will be granted to Certified Master Gardeners for attending!

In addition to our educational talks, vendors will offer books, plants, fruit trees, and goodies for your gar-
dening pleasure.  Visit our educational displays on honey bees, backyard poultry, beneficial nematodes,
compost tea and more!

Registration is $45 and includes lunch.  To register go to http://www.tcmastergardeners.org/what/                                                                   confer-            
ence/CTGCregform.pdf                                       
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Members in Service

Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors

Deedy Wright – Two Year Term
Kay Wolverton – One Year Term

Pat Schultze - Alternate, Two Year Term
Sandy Foss - Alternate, One Year Term

The Master Gardener Association is a volunteer organization                                     

We need YOU to help with our projects.

BUDGET CUTS

A couple of months ago, we told you that the state agencies were cutting five percent of their budgets and
we knew the Guadalupe County AgriLIFE Extension office would be affected.  We are very sad to hear
that Jeff Hanselka's position as agent for natural resources is gone and after October, Jeff will no longer
be there in the office next to Travis.  Although Jeff's work is more with the 4-H program than with the Mas-
ter Gardeners, we have been able to count on him to answer questions about grasses and wildlife issues
when Travis is not available.  We'll keep our members updated on any needs the Extension office may
have where we can be of help.

Update on the Schertz Community Garden

Our construction crew finished up another bed, this one with
landscape timbers. Progress is slow but steady with the Tues-
day morning workdays.  There is a volunteer group from St.
Paul Evangelical Church in Cibolo who will be at the Garden on
Saturday August 14

th
 to help with more mulching and building

beds, if we can get the cinder blocks we need in time.  We also
have a couple trailer loads of cardboard to pick up from the
new justice building in Seguin – talk about recycling!  We’d love
to see you on Tuesday if you have a couple of hours to spare.
And watch your email for notice of planned Saturday activities.

Contact me if you can help.  Linda Bruno jlbruno@gvec.net                               or 210-363-8380.
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There was a really nice write up on the children’s
garden in San Antonio in the national publication,
GRIT dated July 2, 2010.  It was entitled
“Growing Success” and was courtesy of Paul
Schattenberg, Texas Agri-Life Extension Service.
The Children's Vegetable Garden Program, pre-
sented by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service in
Bexar County, the Bexar County Master Garden-
ers organization and San Antonio Botanical Gar-
den, is one of the longest and most successful
youth gardening education efforts in the nation.
To read the entire article please go to the follow-
ing website:

http://www.grit.com/Garden/Community/Growing-                                                                                  
Success.aspx?utm_content=GRT+eNEWS+07.02                                                                                    

.10&utm_campaign=E-                                       
+Newsletters&utm_source=iPost&utm_medium=e                                                                                   

mail       

July  meeting refreshments were
provided by Jan Quello, Marilyn
Anderson, Betty Hughes, Beth
Zies , Linda Bruno & Georgia
Speir.
Linda Bruno won the $14 raffle
and donated it back to the
Schertz Community Garden.
Donna Kaminski won the $10
Greengate Nursery gift certificate.

Donation from Villagers Club Association

The Villagers Club Association in Seguin closed their HOA and
decided to turn over the proceeds in their account to the
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners.  The funds are designated
for use in the Seguin area.  George Ammermann looks very
happy accepting a check for $4,563.93 that will go a long way to
help us with some of our Seguin projects.  A very big thank you to
Dr. Bill Campaigne and the Villagers Club Association.

FUTURE PROGRAMS

Sep 16  -  Irises, JoNelle Zager, SA Day Lilly Society
Oct. 21  -  Seeds of Success - Flo Oxley - LBJ Wildlife Center
Nov. 18 -  Bonsai Trees - Tom and Nancy Krause - SA Bonsai Society
Dec.     -  Christmas Party
Jan. 20 -  Growing Avocado Trees - Bill Schneider - Avocado tree 

   producer
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Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners Garden in Rockport

   Ron and I went to Rockport recently and went by to see Green Acres, the Master Gardener garden.  It
had changed quite a bit since our last visit.  The older part was still there (around the extension office), but
there was a whole new growing area for plant sales, and a garden just for children.

   The Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners (according to their handout) require a minimum of twenty
hours each year on projects (plus 10 continuing education hours) that are designed “to increase the avail-
ability of horticultural and natural resource information in the community.”  That said, these demonstration
gardens certainly do provide informational help to the area.  There are twelve gardens (with plant labels)
which include a Coastal Bend Natives Garden (with lots and lots of Mexican petunia), an Herb Garden,
Hummingbird/Butterfly gardens, a Seaside Garden that highlights salt and wind tolerant plants and drip
irrigation, and a Sensory Garden with wheel chair access.  This last was a tall raised bed with plants that
smelled good, like different scented geraniums.

   Other gardens were the Serenity Garden, the Southwest Cottage Gardens, a Tropical Garden with
plumaria, ginger, papaya, hibiscus and a Mexican lime tree, a Xeriscape Garden, and my favorite, an
Asian Garden.  The Asian garden had stone, a concrete pagoda, a wooden bridge (poor Ron.  I told him
he had to build me one just like it), different area plants that seemed to fit the area, and a nice walkway.

   Also, in the back of the cottage are raised beds of vegetables and a compost area.  The area I had not
seen was the Children’s Discovery Garden.  It was a bit overgrown with all the rain and the heat but in-
cluded Granny’s house, a pavilion, a gourd tunnel, a bridge, what looked like a bog area, an insect and
shell area, and different small theme gardens.

   Something Ron noticed and commented on were the number of sheltered benches throughout all the
gardens.  Evidently people do come and use the gardens because when we asked someone getting in
her car where Green Acres was (I did not have the address with me), she pointed in the right direction
and sent us right there.  I do know that the Master Gardeners have plant sales every year although it’s
been years since I’ve attended.

   All of the area is open to the public at all times except the Vegetable/Seed/Compost area which is under
lock and key.  Of course that is where their tools and seedlings are kept.  Also in the locked compound
was a large tank that did not look like a water cistern.  We wondered if it were a compost tea maker (of
course, we could be wrong and it might, indeed, be another water storage tank).  Actually, Green Acres is
located in a great area to deter theft.  It is really close to all the public buildings and had quite a few Sher-
iff’s Department cars parked nearby.  If you would like a nice map of the gardens, go to their website at
http://www.aspmastergardeners.org

submitted by Clara Mae Marcotte

(see photos on following page)
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Photos from Aransas/San Patricio MG Garden in Rockport
(see preceding article)
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Master Gardener Specialist Training Update

Plant Propagation Specialist Training - Aug 26 - 28 in Taylor County

Citriculture Specialist Training - September 2-3, The Neighborhood Place, 3014 Rivas St, San Antonio

Tree Steward Specialist Training - Sept 27-29 in Palestine

Entomology Specialist Training – Sep 27 – Oct 1  in San Antonio

Irrigation Efficiency Training - October 27-29  in Dallas County

For more information see listings on the TMGA website http://www.texasmastergardeners.com/                                                                 

Classes at San Antonio Botanical Garden

“Tomatoes, Peppers and More”   (Earth-Kind® Landscape Series)
Saturday, August 14   -   1-3 p.m.

Want to have the first tomatoes on the block?  Like hot or sweet peppers?  Well, come visit with Exten-
sion Horticulturist David Rodriguez of the Texas AgriLife Extension Service to learn about improving your
spring vegetable garden production and a whole lot more.  Limit 30.  Fees: $20.00 per session.  Please
make your check payable to Bexar County Master Gardeners.  To register, please contact Sasha Kodet
at 210-207-3270 or sasha.kodet@sanantonio.gov.  Participants must register by noon on Friday, August
13.

Fall Vegetable Gardening
Saturday, Aug 7

th
, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Schulz Nursery, 3700 Broadway, San Antonio

Let's get you ready for your fall vegetable garden.  David Rodriguez will  present a FREE seminar on Fall
Vegetable Gardening and everyone is welcome.   Master Gardeners attending will be awarded 2 CEUs
for attending.  No RSVP is necessary.  OPEN TO PUBLIC

Vines & Wines of the Texas Hill Country - Aug 12th

Penny S. Adams, Texas AgriLife Extension Viticulture Advisor ,will give a program on the basics of grape
and wine production from 1-4 p.m. at the Bexar County Extension Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208.
Registration fee is $10.  Public is invited.  RSVP by Aug 9 to Angel Torres 468-6575 or mator-
res@ag.tamu.edu.
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2010 Plant Propagation Classes at San Antonio Botanical Garden:

Thursday, September 9, 9 am - 11 am, San Antonio Botanical Garden

Learn the techniques our horticulturists and volunteers use to propagate plants in the Garden.  Partici-
pants will make their own cuttings to take home and have the opportunity to explore the greenhouse and
purchase some of the beautiful plants expertly cultivated by the San Antonio Botanical Society Plant Sale
Volunteers (exact cash or check only).  Most plants are $8/gallon.  Limit 20 participants.  Fee: $20/class.
To register, please contact Sasha Kodet at (210) 207-3270 or sasha.kodet@sanantonio.gov                                                  

Fall 2010 Palo Alto College

Courses in Landscape and Horticultural Science.

Classes start Aug 23
rd
.  All Classes are offered for College Credit or Continuing Education.  For Regis-

tration contact the Welcome Center at 210-486-3100.  For Continuing Education Registration call 210-
486-3413.  For more information contact Kirk Williams or Weldon Riggs 210-486-3073 or 210-486-3074
kwilliams@alamo.edu or wriggs@alamo.edu

www.alamo.edu/pac

The Basics of Composting, Aug 19
th

Earthkind Series:  with Clayton Leonard of New Earth Soils & Compost from 1-3 p.m. at the Bexar
County Extension Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 08.  Open to Public.  Come and Join Us.

Landscape Design Study Course
Sep 13-14

Sep 13-14, Mon-Tues, Landscape Design Study Course: Number I, Series XXII, College Station with Dr.
William C. Welch.  Lectures will be of interest to Garden Club members, Master Gardeners, nurserymen,
and others who are interested in furthering their knowledge of landscape design.  It is an opportunity for
more in-depth training in landscape design than is normally included in the Master Gardener curriculum.
Each course is typically approved by local Master Gardener chapters to qualify for 12 hours of Continuing
Education Units toward maintaining certification for Master Gardeners.  For more information visit link:
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/newsletters/hortupdate/2010/jun/ld_sep10.html                                                                                                                                      



_________________________________11     _________________________________

Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities

First of all, there are several projects where a coordinator is needed.  This, of course, does not mean you
do all the work.  It means you find volunteers or set workdays.  In addition, there are also a number of
volunteer opportunities available for Master Gardeners.

Pecan Festival in October 23-24 - contact Randee Malmsten 830-379-8147
Guadalupe County Fair in October (need coordinator and lots of volunteers)
Ag Fair (need three weeks worth of volunteers)
December Social - this social can be as simple as you like, and there are always many willing 
workers and cooks.
Grow Local Festival in February (need chariperson)

Remember to sign up at the next meeting for your day at the Ag Fair, and for your hours at the County
Fair.  For further information contact Clara Mae Marcotte at rcm.marcotte@gmail.com                                             or call 830-379-                           
3485.          

Gardening Events
Parade of Homes - Sep 4th 

thru Sep 12
th

Cresta Bella on IH-10 near La Cantera & Rim.

Cresta Bella in partnership with SAWS to provide educational information to guests on water conservation
and plant material.  Hours vary during the week and weekend.  Chairperson is Lisa Nixon at cell 210-364-
7844 or llnixon@earthlink.net.

Herb Market
Saturday, Oct 16

th
,  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Fun day at the Pearl Brewery Complex; many herb vendors and Farmer's Market products.  Chairperson
is Leslie Butterworth at lbrmt@aol.com.

Photo
taken by
Nancy Stuhl
on her
front porch.
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Perennial Culture Find-the-Word  Puzzle

Words relating to perennial culture can be found in the grid below either horizontal, vertical,
diagonal, forwards or backwards. Just print this page out, and as you find a word check it off
on the list below. Good luck finding them all!

F E R T I L I Z E R C O R M

U M A O L J R O V I N E O C

N B N O O N O N E B U S C O

G R K B I T N E R R S V K S

U Y D A G O O R G A N I C T

S O I L H R F O R K M R I A

B A R K S E E D E E R U T K

H O T A C I D E E E Y S U E

W E D L I M U N N N O Z B A

O O A I D E B T O H H M E P

S Y L N E U O E R A O O R H

I A A E L O P P E R E U O I

L R N B L O W E E D E S S D

T D D D A Y L I L Y E E E E

AIR DEER HOT POA SILT
ACID DIRT HOTBED RAKE SOD
ALKALINE EMBRYO IRON RANK SOIL
APHID EVERGREEN LAND RIB STAKE
BARK FERTILIZER LOPPER ROCK SUN
BAY FORK MILDEW RODENT TOOL
BOOT FUNGUS MOSS ROOT TUBER
BUD GREENHOUSE MOUSE ROSE VINE
BULB HARDY NEEM ROT VIRUS
CLAY HOE NOON ROW WEED
CORM HOSE ORGANIC SAND YARD
DAYLILY HOSTA PEONY SEED ZONE
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

3 4 5 6 7
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m..

8 9
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

10

� New Moon

11 12

GCMG
Board
Meeting
6:30 p.m.

13 14
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m.

15 16
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

17 18 19

GCMG
Meeting
7 p.m.

20 21
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m.

22 23
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

24

O Full Moon

25 26

Newsletter
Deadline

27 28
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m.

29 30
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

31
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org                                                                                

830-379-1972 Ext 210

Guadalupe County Extension Office  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/                                                            830-379-1972

Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.aggie-horticulure.tamu.edu/mastergardener                                                                                          

 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.

210 East Live Oak St.

Seguin, TX 78155

August Meeting
Thursday, August 19, 2010

Time – 7 PM
AgriLife Extension Building

210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with
the understanding that no discrimination by the Master Garden-
ers is implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is
implied.  Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe
County Master Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of
socioeconomic level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national
origin.

Elaine McIntyre, Editor   (elaine@tindomorgans.com)
Marilyn Moltz, The Wandering Gardener

Marcia Richardson, Reporter

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors

Linda Bruno President
George Ammermann President Elect
Doug Biggs Vice President
Dale Odvody Secretary
Betty Hughes Treasurer
Open Education Chairman
Peggy Jones Publication Chairman
Clara Mae Marcotte Volunteer Chairman
Sandy Foss New Member Support
Bob Teweles Class 22 Coordinator
Randee Malmsten Web Master
Travis Franke AgriLIFE Agent

 Master Gardener Coordinator


