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September 2010

September Meeting
Notes from the Garden -

of Linda Bruno, President

Fall is in the air; well, as much of a
Fall as we get here in this part of
Texas.  But the mornings have been
cooler which makes it so much easier to get into the gar-
den and start our fall plants.  How appropriate then that
this is the time of year that we as Master Gardeners are
planting the seeds for spring harvest.

You may get a call from Dale Odvody to talk about volun-
teering for a board position.  This year we need to fill all
officer positions along with the chairmen of the volunteer
and publicity committees.  George Ammermann, as Presi-
dent Elect, moves into the President position January 1

st
,

but he will need officers to assist him.  The next GCMG
Board meeting is Sep. 9

th
.  If you would like to attend to

see what the Board does, we will be happy to see you at
the Extension office at 6:30 p.m.

If you have ideas about what we are doing or aren’t doing,
this is the time to step up and say you want to be involved
as an officer.  Or ask about assisting with one of those po-
sitions you find interesting.

A big welcome to Class 22!  If you see one of the new stu-
dents at a meeting, a volunteer event or even when you
stop by the class, please give them a warm GCMG hello.
We want them to know that we understand and appreciate
the time they are taking to go through the class and also
to do the required volunteer hours for certification.

Remember to check your email at least once a week for
announcements.  There are a lot of good events coming
up and we want to keep you informed.

(continued on page 6)
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JoNelle Zager, member of the San Antonio
Daylily Society, will talk about how to plant and
cultivate bearded iris for the South Texas area.
She will also provide bulbs for sale.

Suzanne Brown, Gillian Siemens, Betty Hughes
and James Hajek have graciously agreed to pro-
vide refreshments.

Don’t forget to bring your plants for the plant ex-
change table.
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News

This September marks the 10th anniversary of continuous

weekly broadcasting of the KWED Lawn & Gar-
den Show heard every Saturday morning live on radio

station KWED, 1580 AM, beginning at 9:05 a.m.  KWED
staffers Linda Duncan and Darren Dunn were the first radio
show hosts to bring on local Master Gardeners and other
guests to discuss all aspects of lawn and garden care for the
local community.  Guadalupe County Master Gardener Associ-
ation (GCMGA) President-Elect George Ammermann and
other local Master Gardeners were among the first guests on
the show to provide timely topics, interesting discussions, and
important information for the program's listeners.  The show's
current host, Master Gardener Bob Grafe, began guest hosting
the show in early 2006 and became the permanent host a few

months later continuing with the same sharing of gardening question and answer information and lively discussion that has
been the hallmark of the program since its beginning.  So, going forward into the next decade of the show with so much knowl-
edge and skill present among the current membership of the GCMGA, it is just a natural progression to continue to invite
those with gardening and related expertise, and a willingness to share that with others, to step up to the microphone and join
in the fun!  If you are interested in participating in the weekly radio show, and perhaps have a timely topic or two in mind,
please contact the show's scheduler, Master Gardener Janet Grafe, at 830-305-1446 or email her at janetgrafe@hotmail.com                                         .

August Meeting Program

     Liz Palfini who works for Texas Parks and Wildlife at Sebastopol House State Historic Park presented "Plants and Human
Affairs" at the August membership meeting.  She opened the talk by explaining the basics of artificial selection and how hu-
mans have shaped the face of agriculture for the last 5,000 years.
     Open-pollination is used to vary color, size, and texture.  By selective pollination of desired plants, changes over time will
occur.  Open-pollination involves growing plants true to type, resembling their parents in all genetic aspects providing no muta-
tion or cross-pollination occurs.  The down side to artificial selection is:  the process essentially removes variety from the popu-
lation; plants can become more susceptible to diseases or changes in the environment; and inbreeding can lead to mutations.
     Liz talked briefly about crop plant origins:  how different areas of the world have contributed to plants used for food.  South-
ern Mexico and Central America were the origins of corn, tomatoes, avocados, papayas, peppers, pineapples, and pumpkins.
South America contributed potatoes and peanuts.  She  spoke of how wheat actually arose in several different places and that
each place and the people who lived there shaped the wheat plant that we know today.
     Liz talked about the best example of artificial selection that she could think of:  Brassica olerocea, a type of wild cabbage.
This entire group of popular cruciferous varieties belongs to that one single plant species including broccoli, head cabbage,
kale, kohlrabi, Brussels sprouts and cauliflower.  It's amazing to know what kinds of genetic possibilities belong to a single
species and what humans can make out of it.
     LIz talked a little about the politics and capitalism behind hybrid seed technology and the introduction of Genetic Modified
Organisms(GMOs).  The world population is increasing and food supplies are limited.  Eleven million people die each year of
poverty/starvation which is equivalent to 75 jumbo jets full of 400 people crashing every day of the year for a full year.
     Liz talked about grass roots seed-sharing movements and the more profit motivated heirloom movement. She also talked
about eating local and most importantly sharing local seed, produce, plant swaps, etc.

l-r  James Hajek, George Ammermann, Bob Grafe
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HELP!            HELP!         HELP!

We need some members to nominate themselves for Board positions. The President -Elect, George Ammer-
mann, will become the President. The other positions are open for election.

Duties
The President-Elect shall assist the President in the performance of his/her duties and preside in his/her

absence. The President-Elect is an ex-officio member of all committees except the Nominating
Committee and shall chair the Planning/Development Committee. The President-Elect shall serve
for one (1) year succeeding to the office of President at the expiration of the current President’s term
of office.

The Vice President shall assist the President and the President-Elect in their duties. The Vice President
shall also be responsible for the organizing educational programs for regular meetings. The Vice
President, with the Treasurer, will annually reconcile dues and required hours (provided by the
Hours Coordinator) to determine an accurate and up to date membership roster for the coming year
and for reporting purposes to Texas A&M University.

The Treasurer is the Chief Financial Officer of the Corporation. The Treasurer is responsible for the cus-
tody of all funds and securities of the Corporation.  It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to present a
monthly financial statement to the Executive Board.  Further, the Treasurer shall be responsible for
presenting a yearly budget to the Executive Board for approval. The Treasurer will chair the Finance
Committee.

The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping the minutes of the meetings of the Executive Board and
general membership meetings.  Notice of meetings shall be given by the Secretary to each member
of the Executive Board at least five (5) business days prior to the meeting.  The Secretary shall chair
the Nominating Committee.

We also have three Standing Committee positions on the Board which are not voted upon by the members
and are strictly voluntary. The Education Chair identifies continuing education opportunities for members,
interns, and students and also sets up educational programs for the community.  The Publications Chair
submits articles to local and state newspapers and newsletters advertising our monthly meeting and topics
and courses GCMG will be conducting.  The Volunteer Chair coordinates requests for Master Gardener sup-
port from the local community and provides that information to the Board of Directors and membership.

This is your organization!  To volunteer please contact Dale Odvody (odvodyd@swbell.net or call
830-914-3593) or Beth Zies (cactusmargarita@sbcglobal.net or call 830-379-7062).

FUTURE PROGRAMS

Oct 21  -  Seeds of Success - Flo Oxley - LBJ
   Wildlife Center

Nov 18 -  Bonsai Trees - Tom and Nancy Krause - 
   SA Bonsai Society

Dec      -  Christmas Party
Jan 20  - Growing Avocado Trees - Bill Schneider -

  Avocado tree producer

Tip of the Month  -  Clothes-pins

We keep a clothes-pin clipped to each outdoor wa-
ter faucet.  When we turn a faucet on, the clip goes
on our sleeve.  If there’s a clip on the sleeve - go
find the running water.  A really great mnemonic
that saves a big water waste.

      Submitted by Elaine McIntyre



_________________________________4   _________________________________

Dear Friends,

I want to thank all of you for your many kindnesses during the most painful and difficult
time of my life.

You called me.

You cried with me.

You sent beautiful cards.

You brought food and stayed to serve it.

You brought flowers and plants.

You made donations to honor Fred.

You hugged me and said just the right thing.

Fred enjoyed his time as a master gardener so much.  He liked and respected all of you.
Thank you and bless you all for helping me to honor his memory.

With heartfelt thanks,

Liz Romero
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CLASS 22     -     CLASS 22     -     CLASS 22

     Our Master Gardener Class #22 started August 11
th
 with 35 students.  When ten students applied in

the last three days before applications closed, we arranged tables in several configurations within our
meeting room and decided we could stretch and squeeze in everyone who applied on time.  As much as
we hated to, we had to turn away a half dozen additional people interested in taking the class.
     How did our new students hear about the Master Gardeners?  That is one of the questions we asked
on our application and the response was notable because the answers confirm what you would think.
Peggy Jones did a fantastic job of publicizing the class and half the students mentioned hearing about
the class in a local newspaper, a local magazine, or on the radio.  Gotta have good publicity!  Over half
the students reported hearing about the Master Gardeners from friends (including spouses!) and neigh-
bors, or seeing Master Gardeners at local events.  This is important because it reminds us that when we
see a visitor at a meeting, meet someone at a work project or talk to someone at a fair, we have a great
opportunity to “plant a seed” about taking our class and becoming a Master Gardener!  Again, your help
in filling this class is greatly appreciated.  Now is the right time to start filling our next class!!
     Master Gardeners and Interns are invited to attend classes.  Due to limited space in the classroom,
we would appreciate “visitors” sitting towards the rear to give our students the best seats.  Classes be-
gin at 6 p.m. on Wednesdays and are held in the same room as our monthly meetings.

Class Schedule

Sep 1 - Lawn Care  – Dennis Hale, Wilson County Extension Agent
Sep 8 -  Firewise & Wildfire Preparedness in Landscaping - Jan Fulkerson, Texas Forest Service,

Urban Wildland Interface Specialist focusing on Neighborhood & Community Planning; and
      Oak Wilt – Mark Duff, Staff Forester II with the Texas Forest Service responsible for implementation

of Oak Wilt Suppression & Forest Stewardship programs
Sep 15 - Home Fruit & Nut Production - Dr. Larry Stein, Professor & Extension Horticulturist, Texas

A&M.  Emphasis on production horticulture working with pecans, fruits, grapes & vegetable crops.
Sep 22 - Backyard Vegetable Growing  - Patty Leander, Travis County Master Gardener and contrib-

utor on vegetable gardening to the Master Gardener newsletter as well as Texas Gardener maga-
zine.  She has a BS degree in Nutrition from Texas.

Sep 29 - “Botanically Speaking”, Wildflower, Weed Identification and More – Flo Oxley, Director of
Conservation & Education, Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center;  BS – Botany & MS – Mycology.
Staff member of the LBJ Wildflower Center for fifteen years; oversees the seed bank and herbarium
programs.

Oct 2 - Saturday Field Trip – 8 AM to Noon,  Visit “My Father’s Farm”, a Certified Organic Farm, pre
sentation by Pedro Schambon Jr.;  and Green Gate Nursery in Seguin with tour by Joe Toc-
quigney, owner.  Meet at My Father’s Farm at 8 a.m.

Oct 6 - Landscape Horticulture and Design  – Mike Pecen, Landscape Architect and Instructor, Palo
Alto College.

Oct 13 Entomology 101 and Integrated Pest Management (IPM)  – Molly Keck, IPM Program Spe-
cialist, Agri-Life Extension, Bexar County.  BS – Biology; MS – Entomology.
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4th Central Texas Master Gardeners Conference 2010

The Central Texas Master Gardener Conference (sponsored by Comal, Guadalupe and Travis counties)
plans are progressing.  This conference is an ideal way to receive 6 hours of education, which is enough
to meet the annual education requirement for maintaining your Master Gardener title.  The date is October
9, 2010, and will be held in Schertz at the Civic Center.  In the past it has been held at Creedmoor.  Enjoy
the extra sleep as you do not have to travel as far this year.  More information is located on our website.

NOTES (continued from page 1)

And please, start turning in your hours to Dale.  November is the month for dues and hours and we don’t
want to overwhelm him with fifty different people sending him hours the first week of November.  We can’t
afford for him to have a breakdown!  We really can’t get anyone else to do his job (but don’t tell him I said
that, or he’ll get delusions of grandeur).

As always, if you have any questions, comments, observations or ideas about what we do, I’d be happy
to hear them.  Email is jlbruno@gvec.net                                or call me at 210-363-8380.

Members in Service

Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors
Deedy Wright – Two Year Term
Kay Wolverton – One Year Term

Pat Schultze - Alternate, Two Year Term
Sandy Foss - Alternate, One Year Term

August meeting refreshments were pro-
vided by Gail Johnson, Betty Hughes,
James Hajek and Ramonita Cardona.
Hughlene Micheli won the $15.50 raffle.
George Ammermann won the $10 Schulz
Nursery gift certificate.

The August 7, 2010 Texas Master Gardener Association Board of Directors Meeting was
attended by Kay Wolverton and Deedy Wright, directors representing Guadalupe County Master Garden-
ers.   Jim and Gail Johnson who are helping Gonzales County establish a Master Gardener program
went as guests.  George J. Ammermann, chairman of the TMGA Out Reach Committee, also attended.
The new website (www.txmg.org                        ) was discussed and proposed amendments to the TMGA Bylaws were
presented.

Update on Donation from Villagers Club Association
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners Association was a recipient of a gift of $4,563.93 from the Tor area
Home Owners Association, also know as Villagers Club Association.  We are to work with Springs Hill
Water Supply Company to establish a visual barrier at the water storage site on Tor Drive.  The remaining
funds will be used for future landscape beautification in the Seguin area.

The Master Gardener Association is a volunteer organization                                         

We need YOU to help with our projects.
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Landscape Cleanup at McQueeney Elementary School

     The start of school brought thoughts of having an inviting landscape for the students and teachers at Mc-
Queeney Elementary School.  Amy Zimmerman, a teacher at the school, sought assistance from her father, Master
Gardener, Jeff McKee, and he passed the task to fellow Master Gardeners, Cecelia Cook and Lynn Pfullmann, res-
idents in McQueeney.
     Cecelia and Lynn scoped out the landscape bed at the front with teacher, Katie (Imhoff) Hunter, noting clean up
areas, plants to be relocated, weeds to be pulled, plants to be pruned, potential plants to be added and setting a
work date.  The morning of  July 28

th
, Katie, along with colleagues (teachers, relatives and friends) Stephanie

Adams, Jo Bryan, Denise Bushman, Oran Carroll, Maggie Rodriguez, Theresa Hill, Amber Dooley, Erin Martinez,
Susan Imhoff and Phillip Imhoff, as well as Cecelia and Lynn, started digging in.
     Leaves and twigs were raked and swept, nut sedge and other weeds pulled, excess inland sea oats and turks
caps were removed or relocated.  Established beds of inland sea oats and turks caps were defined and purple
sage and other shrubs were pruned.  Potted asparagus ferns were spruced up and moved around.  Some existing
lantana was relocated.  Someone spoke of removing the leggy American Beauty Berry, but it was saved by sculp-
turing it into a small tree, at least for the time being, hoping to showcase the existing crop of berries on the tree this
fall as they turn an iridescent purple.  A crape myrtle, topped and barely surviving in the shadow of the roofline, was
removed.  Out by the parking lot, large crape myrtle suckers were removed and Spanish daggers and
pomegranates were pruned.  Bonus plants were found in the beds – several mountain laurel seedlings were saved
with the hope that they would grow to be understory trees under the oaks, adding a visual layer to the design.
     After the basic cleanup, Katie and Cecelia, with the help of a flip page landscape book, The Texas                    Flowersca-                   

per,        by Kathy Huber, developed a plan to add plants to the beds.  Katie had $400 from the school to work with and
she wanted to make the most of her funds.  Driving over to Maldonado’s Nursery on Highway 90, the pair pur-
chased ajuga, dwarf heart-shaped yaupons, holly fern, variegated liriope, variegated privet, variegated ginger and
crushed granite.  On the 28

th
 and 29

th
, the crew planted these plants and cleaned up and redefined the sidewalks,

supplementing the granite walkways and drainage zones.  And on 29
th
, Maldonado’s Nursery graciously donated

and delivered 5 yards of mulch (this, in addition to the 20% discount they’d already given on the plants and granite)
which the crew readily spread to complete the picture.
     Additional work to be done includes removing the Spanish daggers and a few dead boxwoods and dramatically
cutting back the pomegranates, items that can be done when it is cooler.  There are other beds in the middle of the
school that may need attention.  There may even be an interest in a Junior Master Gardener program.
     At the first teacher’s gathering to begin the school-year, Katie thanked all of her coworkers and the Master Gar-
deners for their help.  Cecelia and Lynn are comfortable that Katie and her fellow teachers will be able to keep up
with the front landscape and know where to go to ask for guidance for future needs.

submitted by Lynn Pfullmann
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Gutierrez Xeriscape Park

Tammee Trawick, along with Patty Violet, has been maintaining the Butterfly Garden.  Tammee’s husband
helps by bringing out tools, picking weeds, and carrying the hose, but they need help with the watering
schedule right now until the heat breaks.  Volunteers are also needed to help pull weeds, especially around
the Park sign (shown to encourage you to volunteer).  If you can help out with this beautiful small Xeriscape
Park in Schertz, call or e-mail Tammee Trawick (ttrawick@sbcglobal.net                                        or call 210-945-8635).

Update on the Schertz Community
Garden

A big thank you to the Adult Sunday School Class from St.
Paul Evangelical Church in Cibolo for the extra hands on
Saturday, August 14

th
.  Along with two new students from

Class 22 and other Master Gardeners (and one County
Commissioner), we had a nice turn out for the workday.
Lots of mulch was moved and the cinder blocks were laid
for two new beds.  It was a busy day!  The beans are up,
the new tomatoes and peppers are looking good and the
beds are ready for broccoli, greens and other fall crops.

Girl Scout Troop 3316 in Schertz has committed to taking over one of the beds.  The girls and their parents
will be at the Garden for a tour on Sep. 18

th
.

If you have time on Tuesday mornings, please stop by and help us work.  We appreciate the support of the
new students who have already volunteered their time.
Also, mark your calendars for Saturday, Nov. 6

th
.  We are talking with Mark Fanick about doing a fruit tree

planting demonstration that day.  Watch your email for more information.
As always, we can use tools and other equipment donations.  Right now we are desperately in need of bat-
tery powered timers – if you have a spare one, we’ll give it a good and useful home.  Information?  Email jl-   
bruno@gvec.net                              or call 210-363-8380.
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Seguin Pregnancy Center Cleanup

Monday, August 23
rd
, with the help and ad-

vice of GCMG, the Seguin Pregnancy Cen-
ter started cleanup and mulching of the front
beds at its new location on Court Street.
The TLU Hot Dawgz group were there to
help pull weeds and move mulch.  We didn’t
know that the concrete sidewalk was being
poured that same morning, so it was a chal-
lenge working around the big cement truck
and the workers.  George Ammermann’s
help was really appreciated; with his chain-
saw, he was able to save a lot of time with
tree removal.  There is still more work to be
done but the front certainly looks better.
Now if we can just get help planting that
crape myrtle...

Subscribe or Renew and Add to the GCMG Treasury
To all of you Texas Gardener                               subscribers (or those of you thinking about subscribing), Texas Gardener                               has
invited the GCMG to join their Fundraising Program.  For each subscription that goes through us (and yes that
includes renewals), the GCMG will be able to keep 25% in its treasury.  Instead of sending your renewal notice
and payment to Texas Gardener                             , make your check payable to GCMG and send it with your mailing address to
210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx, 78155.  Give us your phone number too in case we have any questions and mark
the envelope Texas Gardener                              subscription.  The GCMG will send the subscription on to the Texas Gardener                             

for processing.  Rates are as follows:  1 year - $24.95; 2 year - $42.95; 3 year - $53.95.  Add an extra $8 on the
one year renewal for the Annual Calendar.  You don’t have to be a Master Gardener to participate ,so if you
have friends that subscribe, tell them about the Fundraising Program.  Any questions?  Email jlbruno@gvec.net                              

Carolyn Hyatt Memorial
Work is proceeding with the selection of a bench to be placed in the landscape at the AgriLife Extension office.
The balance of the funds is to be used for a scholarship for someone to attend the Junior Master Gardener
Specialist training.  The recipient of the scholarship is to train other members of our association and implement
a Junior Master Gardener Program in Guadalupe County.
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Getting the Greenhouse Ready for Winter

     I lug all my plants out of my greenhouse in the spring and give the greenhouse little thought sitting empty all summer.
Each spring I promise myself I am going in there and clean it out and get it ready for winter, but realistically it is spring and
what you want to do is enjoy the yard and the pots, and so summer is slipping away.  I have had the greenhouse now for
several years and usually I just muck it out with a quick sweep and a piling up of empty pots and dumping out those full of
dirt.  However, it seems this year it is asking for a better clean.  I checked on-line and there are several articles on clean-
ing your greenhouse and many of them are associated with cleaning products.  My thought is to use soap and water and,
where needed, a mild bleach solution (1-9 parts).  If you are having some serious problems in your greenhouse, it is time
to consult an expert at your local nursery (not me).  Today I am talking about just a general good clean.
     First, I would consider this a several days project.  Going through the pots could take you several days if you are a col-
lector like I am.  I had stacks and stacks of 2 and 4 inch pots in a corner.  (And I have several stacks of larger ones in a
storage shed.)  I think it is time to go through them and get rid of those you know you will never use.  I am trying to recy-
cle.  Don’t know if that will work, but am giving it a try.  I also took out a garbage can full (really.full!)of newspaper, cracked
and broken pots and leaking saucers.  One day I would sit down with a good brush, plastic gloves and a mild solution of
1-9 parts bleach to water in a good-sized bucket, cleaning and scrubbing the pots you are going to reuse, then dipping in
the bleach solution and sitting in the sun to dry.  This should kill any fungus or virus lingering in the pot and ready it for this
fall when you begin repotting and propagating for winter.  Another day might be collecting all your garden tools and clean-
ing them and sharpening them.  Depending on the tool, I would consider the bleach solution (or many use 70% alcohol).
Be sure and dry these as rust can be a problem.
     Back to the empty greenhouse, my benches are wood, so are a little harder to clean.  I used a broom, a good brush
and a strong jet stream on the hose to clean this off - be sure to look underneath as well.  Many greenhouses have a wire
shelf and these are much easier to clean.  I also hosed down the sides and the windows and closed it up.  It will get toast-
ing warm in there over the next couple of days and help make the environment a little more unfriendly to unwelcome
guests.  Today it is 119 in there and it is not noon yet.
     The major bug problem I have had in the greenhouse has been aphids.  Last year the hibiscus I was having problems
with did not go in the greenhouse, and this spring I didn’t have my usual problem.  Sometimes you have to be tough.
Other greenhouse problems are spider mites, slugs, mealy bugs, mildew and mold.  If you thoroughly clean out the pots
before you reuse them, you will decrease your problems during the winter considerably.
     I talked to both Maldonado’s in Seguin and Schulz in Marion and they echo just a general good cleaning.  Since I have
snails, Kerry at Schulz suggested a slug repellent as did several of the articles.  Again if you are having a specific prob-
lem, I would contact a good nursery for suggestions; but if it is just time for a good cleaning to get ready for winter, now is
a good time.

http://www.umass.edu/umext/floriculture/fact_sheets/greenhouse                                                                                                            
http://www.growveg/growblogpost.aspx?ma                                                                         
http://www.backyardgardener.com/greenhouse                                                                               

submitted by Sandra Foss

the “plant that has eaten my greenhouse”
It has taken over about a fourth of the space.  Bad thing is I hadn’t noticed –
hadn’t even looked in there for at least a month or so.  This is the only plant
in the greenhouse and I know it likes the location, but I didn’t know just how
much. A pencil cactus plant, milkbush or Euphorbia Tirucalli.  I know I will
have to top it, but hate to waste the cuttings.  Know anyone who might want
some of it or a bit part of it?  Contact Linda Bruno jlbruno@gvec.net                             
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Master Gardener Specialist Training Update

Citriculture Specialist Training - September 2-3, The Neighborhood Place, 3014 Rivas St, San Antonio

Tree Steward Specialist Training - Sept 27-29 in Palestine

Entomology Specialist Training – Sep 27 – Oct 1  in San Antonio

Irrigation Efficiency Training - October 27-29  in Dallas County

For more information see listings on the TMGA website http://www.txmg.org                                 

2010 Plant Propagation Classes at San Antonio Botanical Garden

Thursday, September 9, 9 a.m. - 11 a.m., San Antonio Botanical Garden

Learn the techniques our horticulturists and volunteers use to propagate plants in the Garden.  Partici-
pants will make their own cuttings to take home and have the opportunity to explore the greenhouse and
purchase some of the beautiful plants expertly cultivated by the San Antonio Botanical Society Plant Sale
Volunteers (exact cash or check only).  Most plants are $8/gallon.  Limit 20 participants.  Fee: $20/class.
To register, please contact Sasha Kodet at (210) 207-3270 or sasha.kodet@sanantonio.gov                                                  

Landscape Design Study Course
Sep 13-14

Sep 13-14, Mon-Tues, Landscape Design Study Course: Number I, Series XXII, College Station with Dr.
William C. Welch.  Lectures will be of interest to Garden Club members, Master Gardeners, nurserymen,
and others who are interested in furthering their knowledge of landscape design.  It is an opportunity for
more in-depth training in landscape design than is normally included in the Master Gardener curriculum.
Each course is typically approved by local Master Gardener chapters to qualify for 12 hours of Continuing
Education Units toward maintaining certification for Master Gardeners.  For more information visit link:
http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/newsletters/hortupdate/2010/jun/ld_sep10.html                                                                                                                                      

City Bug Web Site
A significant portion of phone calls to county Extension offices each summer relate to insects around the
home and landscape.  If you or your office staff sometimes struggle coming up with good answers to
those questions, the new Insects in the City <http://citybugs.tamu.edu/                                          website might be for you.  1 CEU
will be awarded for reading information.
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Tree Care Classes at the Botanical Garden

Fridays, October 1 – November 5 from 12:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

This 21-hour course was designed to help prepare professional arborists to take the ISA Certified Arborist
examination.  Nonprofessionals are also welcome to attend the entire course or other sessions to gain a bet-
ter understanding of the benefits of trees and develop their tree ID and tree care skills.  Three years of expe-
rience is required to take the ISA Certified Arborist exam.  For more information on the exam, please visit
www.isa-arbor.com                                   Students receive continuing education credits.  Approved for TNLA and Master Gar-
dener CEUs (3 per date), and Master Naturalist Advanced Training (3 hours per date).  Certified Arborist
Test Preparation Course Fee: $96, not including books.  Advanced Tree Care Session (Oct. 1, Oct. 8, and
Oct. 22) Fee: $48, not including books.  Advanced Tree Worker Skills Workshop (Oct. 29 only) Fee: $24, not
including books.  To register, go to www.accd.edu/sac/ce                                       For more information about registering, call
Steven Lewis at 210-486-0417.  For questions about the course, please contact Sasha Kodet at 210-207-
3270.  ISA Study Guides may be purchased online at www.isa-arbor.com                                     or at the L&M Bookstore.

Organic Pest Control with Molly Keck

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center   -   Saturday 9/18/10    -   9 - 11 a.m.
There are many ways to manage pests without using pesticides and when management is necessary, there
are many organic options to help preserve our beneficial insects & environment.  This presentation will cover
cultural and mechanical control methods to prevent, tolerate, & manage the bugs that bug you!  Program
fee: $5 for non-members; Free for members.  Space is limited, RSVP is required  mlac@audubon.org                                     or
(210) 628-1639.

Ants in Your Plants!
Sep 7th - 2-4 p.m.

With over 100 different species of ants, it’s hard to know which ones are good and which ones are bad!  Join
Molly Keck for an informational seminar all about ants: how to identify them, how to manage them, and how
to avoid them.  Bring any ants you want identified.  Please let Molly know you are coming, RSVP to
mekeck@ag.tamu.edu                                      

30 Bugs Every Gardener Should Know
Sep 14 Tues, 2-4 p.m.

For anyone working outside or with a garden, there are about 30 insects every gardener will run across at
one point or another in their outdoor career.  Learn the good, bad, and ugly and how to avoid, manage, and
encourage them!  Class will be held at the Extension Office, 3355 Cherry Ridge, Suite 208. Please RSVP to
Molly Keck at mekeck@ag.tamu.edu                                      
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Guadalupe County (Schertz/Seguin) Chapter
Native Plant Society of Texas

The regular schedule of meetings will resume on Tuesday, September 14, 2010 with a talk from Liz
Palfini who will discuss some tricks to identifying native plant families and other important categorizing
methods.  She will also touch a little on how to assess landscape potential in wild native plants.  Liz is
a Park Ranger with Texas Parks and Wildlife, currently Park Interpreter at Sebastopol House in
Seguin.

The Society meets on the second Tuesday at their new location, The Library, 500 Bulldog, Marion.
There is a plant exchange and “getting to know you” at 6.30 p.m. followed by the program at 7 p.m.
We welcome all visitors.

For more information or an application to join NPSOT contact:  www.npsot.org/GuadalupeCounty/                                                          

Free Family Program: Wonderful World of Insects
Saturday 10/2/10 - 9 to 11 a.m. - Mitchell Lake Audubon Center

Get immersed in the world of insects with this 30 minute Entomology lesson for kids of all ages.  Learn
what makes an insect an insect, where they live, which ones are good, and other interesting facts
about them.  Live and preserved insects will be available as well!  Stick around after the lesson to do
an activity on insects.

Gardening In the Shade with Texas Natives with Judit Green

Saturday 10/16/10: 10 a.m. to noon

Having a shady yard can frustrate even the most experienced gardener.  If you have an area where
you can't get grass to grow, then learning about some of our Texas native plants that do well in shady
conditions might be the trick to turning your yard into a botanical delight!  These plants are not only
beautiful but, because they grow naturally in the San Antonio area, they are also drought tolerant and
disease resistant.  This program will introduce you to shade loving plants and their wildlife value.
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The Seguin Green Team

The Green Team is back in business!  And Hughlene Micheli is the Coordinator.  The Green Team is a
group of volunteers who in the past maintained the concrete planters in downtown Seguin.  Since most
planters are now being cared for by the businesses, they only occasionally need pruning and freshening
up.  With the restart of the program, the new landscape at Central Park and City Hall have been added to
the effort, along with caring for fourteen corner extensions.  They will meet on Monday, September 13

th
 at

9:00 a.m. at the City Annex on 211 North River Street.  Bring your tools and gloves and be ready to do
some planting on the corners and maintenance on the landscape in Central Park and around City Hall.
Contact Hughlene at Clifmic@axs4u.net                                .

Guadalupe County Fair time is almost here! This is an important event for the GCMG.  Not
only do we provide a large crew of volunteers to help take in the field and garden crops and talk with the
Fair-goers about every aspect of gardening, we also have an opportunity to enter our own produce, cut
flowers, potted arrangements and other home crafts.

We still need volunteers on Wed., Oct. 6
th
, Thu. evening and Sat.  Please check your email for an update

on the schedule and confirmation of your work time.  The Fair homepage is at www.gcfair.org                         

More Volunteer Opportunities

     Monday, from 9 to noon, except for federal holidays, the Master Gardener office is open at the Exten-
sion Building on 210 East Live Oak.  Help is always needed to run copies for upcoming events and bag
seeds, along with other interesting projects that turn up.  Email Betty Hughes, ehughes5@satx.rr.com                                           for
more information.
     Other volunteers are needed for the Christmas Social in December.  Debbie Lowe has volunteered to
co chair the event.  She needs someone to co-chair with her.
     Gloria Saenz has volunteered to keep our MG scrapbook. If anyone has articles or photos about MGs
or MG events, please send them to Gloria, saenz2252@sbcglobal.net                                             
     The Speakers Bureau is making a list of our MGs who have specialist training.  If you've received spe-
cialist training, please send the type and the date you received certification to Clara Mae Marcotte,
rcm.marcotte@gmail.com                                           
     Volunteer is needed for New Member Support (for Class 22).  Contact Linda Bruno  210-363-8380 or
email jlbruno@gvec.net.                               

Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities

Pecan Fest Heritage Days at the Big Red Barn, Oct. 23 & 24

Volunteers are needed to staff the GCMG vegetable garden at the Texas Agriculture Education & Her-
itage Center (Hwy 123 & Cordova Rd) during Pecan Fest Heritage Days.  Volunteers are responsible for
guiding event visitors around the vegetable garden and answering general questions.  Two hour shifts
beginning at noon on Sat., Oct. 23, and Sun., Oct. 24.  Also needed are drivers for golf carts to ferry peo-
ple from parking to event and drivers for hayride tractors.  If you can help, contact Randee Malmsten at
830-379-8147 or rmalmsten@yahoo.com                                        
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Fall Rose Bush Grooming:  

     Why do we prune?  Pruning gives our roses a “face lift”.  It stimulates new growth and almost always blooms occur on new
growth.  The fall pruning is much less severe than the spring pruning.  The ideal time to do this should be the first week in
September to give you a peak bloom cycle by mid to late October.
     The plan is to remove about one-third of the bush.  Start with opening up the bush, to promote air circulation.  Plenty of air
circulation helps reduce mildew and blackspot, so I do this several times a year.  Use by-pass pruners to make the cleanest
cuts.  When removing small branches make the cut flush with the primary cane.  When cutting primary canes, cuts should be
made at a 45 degree slant, about one fourth inch above a dormant bud eye, which is facing to the outside of the bush.  To
remove an old or dying cane, cut at the bud union.  Do not leave “stubs” at the bud union.  A new cane (basal break) will often
emerge near the cut.  Begin the grooming by removing any dead or dying canes, any crossover canes that rub on each
other, small twiggy canes, and any canes growing to the inside of the bush.  The canes you choose to leave should be cut off
a little deeper than routine deadheading.
     To prevent the spread of any disease clean your pruners with a diluted bleach solution.  Mix up some in a spray bottle and
carry with you as you prune.  It is very important to clean up leaves and debris.

Water:    Roses love water!  Remember, watering leeches out the nutrients.
Feeding for the Fall Bloom:  Immediately after the pruning, begin an aggressive feeding program.  Roses love to

be fed, especially nitrogen during spring and fall production seasons.  You have a choice of liquid or granular fertilizer.  No     

weed and feed                            products               .  Last feeding should be in late October.  Major components of fertilizer:
• Nitrogen (the 1

st
 #) promotes growth of stems, leaves, green color.

• Phosphorous (the 2
nd
 #) promotes root development and flowering.

• Potash/Potassium (the 3
rd 
#) promotes general health, vigor and color.

Liquid:  Every two weeks, one gallon per bush (miniatures one quart).  Use something like Peters 20-20-
20, Miracle Gro 18-6-12, or Medina Hasta Gro 6-12-6.  Depending on the number of roses you have, you can mix in a 5 or 10
gallon container or a 32 gallon garbage can; then, distribute to each bush.  In your liquid mixture, I recommend adding some
enhancements like fish emulsion, liquid seaweed, liquid horticultural molasses, Epsom Salts and a chelated iron.  These ad-
ditives will really bring out the green in leaves and bright, deep colors in the blooms (1-2 Tbsp per gallon).

Granular:  If you do not want to liquid feed every two weeks, an excellent alternative is to put down a gen-
erous application of dry, granular lawn food or rose food.  Spread 1-2 cups around the bush and lightly work it into the soil
(miniatures get ½ - 1 cup).  Water it in well.  Some dry organic supplements may be added, such as Gardenville Rose Food,
Rose Glo, RoseTone or bloodmeal to enhance the effectiveness of feeding.  This single application will last 4-6 weeks.

Spraying:  Ideally, spray liquid seaweed every 2 weeks.  Use 2 Tbsp per gallon of water and add a drop of liquid
dish detergent to help it adhere.  Liquid seaweed builds up the sugar levels in plants and helps toughen them up to prevent
spider mites.  Great to use on your tomatoes too.  If you do see spider mites, use a high pressure water wash every third day
for nine days.  Spray the bottom side of the foliage.  For thrips use a product with Neem Oil.  Do not spray in the heat of the
day.  This will prevent the oil from burning your roses.

Deadheading:  Encourages new blooms.  When winter approaches leave the spent blooms.  Remove the petals
only to prepare for dormancy.

Mulching:  Mulching will make all the difference in the world in the effectiveness of your watering program.  Keep 2-

3 inches of mulch around your plants.  Try using a composted mulch.  Roses love a manure based compost.

You will have beautiful roses to enjoy and behold!!                                                                                        

Fall is a great time to try propagating roses.                                                                            

By Peggy Jones, Guadalupe County Master Gardener
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Gardening Events

Parade of Homes - Sep 4th thru Sep 12th

Cresta Bella on IH-10 near La Cantera & Rim

Cresta Bella in partnership with SAWS to provide educational information to guests on water conservation
and plant material.  Hours vary during the week and weekend.  Chairperson is Lisa Nixon at cell 210-364-
7844 or llnixon@earthlink.net                                   .

19th Annual San Antonio Herb Market
Saturday, Oct 16

th
,  9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Pearl Brewery Complex, 312 Pearl Parkway, San Antonio
Celebrating DILL, Herb of the Year for 2010

6th Annual Fall Wildlife Festival & Plant Sale
Mitchell Lake Audubon Center    -    Saturday, October 23rd     -    9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Please contact us to RSVP or for more information:  mlac@audubon.org                                    or (210) 628-1639

Green Spaces Alliance Fall Gala - A Bountiful Harvest
Celebrating San Antonio’s Community Gardens

October 14, 2010
For sponsorship, ticket and gala information  www.greensatx.org                                 

San Antonio Botanical Garden Plant Sale
Saturday, September 18 from 9:00 a.m. til 1:00 p.m.

Create your fall garden now!  Purchase healthy plants grown by the Botanical Society Plant Sale Volun-
teers.  Hundreds of plants expertly cultivated by the San Antonio Botanical Society Plant Sale Volunteers
will be on sale.  All plants in one-gallon buckets are $5.  Fall is the best time to plant perennials and the
San Antonio Botanical Society’s greenhouse is packed with several varieties.  Choose from regional and
“water-friendly” plants.  Budding gardeners as well as seasoned horticulturists will appreciate gardening
advice from Plant Sale experts.  Shop the Farmer’s Market at the Botanical Garden every Thursday 8:00
a.m. – 1:00 p.m. for fresh, locally grown produce.

The 4
th
 Annual Pets-in-the-Park event is Saturday, Sep 18

th
 at Starcke Park in

Seguin, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Doggy races are scheduled for the afternoon as well as Costume
and Talent competitions.  (for the dogs, not the people!)  There is also a Dog Match starting at 10:00 a.m.
along with many other events and booths.
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Texas Olive Ranch Harvest & Gold Crush Open to Visitors

Sept. 14-15

Texas Olive Ranch will be open for visitors to observe the largest olive harvest in Texas history on
September 14-15, 2010 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The 2010 Gold Crush Texas Olive Harvest is expected
to be the most abundant in Texas olive agriculture history.  During visitors hours, mechanical harvest-
ing and the complete process of pressing extra virgin olive oil will be open for view: harvester opera-
tion, weighing fruit bins, filling the mill hopper, and milling the new oil, or 'Oliva Nueva,' the Tex-ified
version of the Italian "Olio Nuovo."  We will be sampling remarkably spicy, flavorful Oliva Nueva as it
is produced.  Hats and boots are recommended.  Texas Olive Ranch is between Asherton, Texas and
Carrizo Springs, Texas on CR 1557, about two hours southwest of San Antonio by car.  Overnight vis-
itors are encouraged to make reservations for accommodations early as space is limited.

On Tuesday, September 14, the USDA and Texas Olive Oil Council are sponsoring Olive Oil Field
Day, a seminar                to provide information about olive agriculture in Texas.  Todd Staples, Texas Agricul-
ture Commissioner, will be speaking at noon.  After the seminar, there will be a soapmaking demon-
stration by Kathy White, KatNip Natural Bath & Body, Clear Lake.  Orchard and presshouse tours will
be ongoing during the day both days.  During the harvest event, PBS will be filming a documentary
about the Texas olive industry.  For more information, please call Karen Lee, 512-466-3816, or Jim
Henry 214-325-5787.

San Antonio Fall Home and Garden Show
Sep 24-26, Fri-Sun,  at the Alamodome

Bexar County Master Gardeners will sell plants and provide attendees with handouts on appropriate
fall gardening topics.  David Rodgriguez and Laura Rogers will have presentations on fall planting and
water saving techniques.  Show runs from Friday afternoon through Sunday afternoon.  Call Chris
Jones 210-260-0470 or email chris0416@gmail.com                                      

Austin Cactus and Succulent Society Show and Sale

September 4-6, 2010 (Labor Day Weekend)

Zilker Botanical Gardens

Admission - Free
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Alaska in August

     Everything grows larger in Alaska.  They only have
four months, but the sunshine is nearly 24/7, the rain is
practically daily and the temperatures are gloriously
cool.  Wildflowers are everywhere.  The state flower is
the forget-me-not, but equally prevalent is the fireweed
which blooms from the bottom up.  They say that when
the blooms get to the top, winter is fast approaching.
Every store or shop, and most of the homes in the

state, no matter how small, decorate with gardens,
hanging baskets or other floral arrangements.
     We toured the 110 acre Alaska Botanical Gardens –
all trails in natural mulch with basketweave border - two
different formal perennial gardens, plus a formal herb
garden - shaded trails where the mushrooms grew
aplenty, plus plants for sale and a gift shop surrounded
by more gardens.  Just inside the main gates was a
magnificent really, really blue flower – a Himalayan Blue
Poppy.  Just outside the gift shop they had a “hay bale
garden”, turning a hay bale on its side with soil and
planted flowers on top.  I am anxious to try this for my-
self.  Outside the ABG
gates were gardens fea-
turing vegetables and
flowers intermingled in the
same gardens – and they
were lovely.
     We visited Anchorage,
Talkeetna, Whittier, Gird-
wood and Seward, and
took a six- hour cruise on
Prince William Sound.  In
addition to all of the flora,
we managed to see some fauna too.  No moose, but we
saw black bears, mountain goats, sea otters, harbor
seals, stellar sea lions, jumping salmon, a kittiwake
rookery, bald eagles and a golden eagle – magpies on
our porch and seagulls everywhere - and we didn’t
even go to the Alaska Zoo!
     The sad part is that glaciers truly are receding and
tourism is so down, I suppose because of the economy,
that several of the old established restaurants and
stores are sporting “For Sale by Owner” signs that we’d
never seen before.

            Submitted by Elaine McIntyre
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m..

5 6 7 8

� New Moon

9

GCMG
Board
Meeting
6:30 p.m.

10 11
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m.

12 13
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

14 15 16

GCMG
Meeting
7 p.m.

17 18
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m.

19 20
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

21 22 23

O Full Moon

24 25
KWED Radio
1580 AM

Lawn & Garden
Show 9:05 a.m.

26

Newsletter
Deadline

27
Master Gardener
Office/Library
Open
8:30-NOON

28 29 30
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org                                                                                

830-379-1972 Ext 210

Guadalupe County Extension Office  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/                                                            830-379-1972

Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org                                  

 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.

210 East Live Oak St.

Seguin, TX 78155

September Meeting
Thursday, September 16, 2010

Time – 7 PM
AgriLife Extension Building

210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with
the understanding that no discrimination by the Master Garden-
ers is implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is
implied.  Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe
County Master Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of
socioeconomic level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national
origin.

Elaine McIntyre, Editor   (elaine@tindomorgans.com)
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George Ammermann President Elect
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Bob Teweles Class 22 Coordinator
Randee Malmsten Web Master
Travis Franke AgriLIFE Agent
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