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The Guadalupe Gardener 

PUMPKINS AND FALL 

HARVEST FESTIVALS 
 

The harvesting of pumpkins seems 
symbolic for the end of a summer 
growing season with cooler weather 

just around the corner, and as we enjoy the crop pro-
duction from the fruits of our labor, we can start pre-
paring for the fall festivals and the traditional holidays 
with family and friends.  With the October Guadalupe 
County Fair, Pecan Fest, Cibolo Ag Fair, Big Red 
Barn Event and other activities, volunteer opportuni-
ties are abundant and present a great forum for Class 
24 to accumulate volunteer hours toward their certifi-
cation. 

Molly Keck, Board Certified Entomologist, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service, Bexar County, has pro-
vided the following preventive measures against the 
West Nile Virus in her Fall Newsletter 2012.  By mid-
September, there have been at least 50 deaths in 
Texas from this virus.  There is not a cure or treat-
ment for West Nile (only treatment of the symptoms). 
While working outside, wear light colored, loose fit-
ting, long sleeves and pants, and use mosquito repel-
lent.  The EPA recognizes four active ingredients as 
being approved, labeled insect repellents that provide 
relatively long lasting repellency to disease carrying 
mosquitoes.  Those ingredients are DEET, Picaridin, 
Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus or PMI and IR3535.  (See 
more on West Nile Virus on page 7) 

At the October monthly business meeting, The Nomi-
nating Committee will present names for the 2013 
Officers and election of the officers shall be held at 
the Annual Meeting in November where additional 
nominations may be made from the floor provided 
      (Continued on page 4) 

October Meeting 
October 18, 2012 - 7:00 PM 

 
 
PROGRAM -  Oct 18 - Peaches, Cliff Caskey, 
former Hayes Co. Ag. Agent and current owner 
of Caskey Orchards, San Marcos. 
 

 

Don’t forget your name tag - and your plants for 
the plant exchange table! 

Extension Service 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 
GEORGE AMMERMANN 

 
Our good friend George will always be 

remembered and missed. 

 
May he rest in peace. 

 

 

The memorial service for George was held September 29 at Faith Lutheran Church, Seguin, Texas.  
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to:  Faith Lutheran Church, Guadalupe County Master Gar-
deners, or Boysville.  Cards may be sent to George’s daughters Susan Abbey and Lori Ormond at 
7842 Village Oak Dr. Live Oak, TX 78233 

September  24, 2012 
 
To:  TMGA Executive Committee, Officers and Directors 
  
The Texas Master Gardener Association has been notified of the passing of George Ammermann, Gua-
dalupe County Master Gardener, on Sunday morning, September 23, 2012.  In addition to the contribu-
tions that George made in Guadalupe County, he was a significant presence within TMGA administration. 
George served as 1st Vice President, 2nd Vice President, then TMGA President in 2003.  He continued 
to be involved as Director, then returned to the Executive Committee and served as TMGA Secretary in 
2006 and 2007.  He also served as chairman of the TMGA Outreach Committee for several years, and 
consistently led our invocation and pledge of allegiance at the TMGA Directors meetings.  George will be 
missed by all those who knew him. 
  
Information regarding the memorial service will be posted on the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 
website at www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org when it is made available. 
 
Brenda Cunningham 
President, TMGA 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    
Guadalupe County Master Gardener September Meeting 

Speaker:  Mike Dobrovolsky, “Improving Your Soil” 
 

Mike gave a great presentation on how to improve your soil.  Soil 
Mender Products is a family-owned company with over twenty years’ 
experience in the composting business.  Their business offers a consis-
tent, high quality line of soil conditioning products.  Their company 
makes Back to Earth, Soil Mender and Yum Yum Mix.  Soil supplements 
and trace minerals, available to complement their main product lines, 
enable their customers to attain specialized soil mixes and address spe-
cific soil needs.  The Soil Mender products can be purchased at Schulz 
Nursery, and if they don’t have the product you are looking for, Schulz 

Nursery can order for you.  For more information go to www.soilmender.com. 
 
Mike had many of his products on hand, and also had many handouts.  He talked about the products he brought.  
He talked about their fertilizers – Alfalfa Meal 3-1-2 which is a great source of nutrients and Triacontanol, a natural 
growth stimulant.  It helps to create larger flowers and increases cold tolerance, and roses love it.  Other products 
he had were: 
 
Cottonseed Meal 7-2-1 – A natural fertilizer with high nitrogen content and excellent for acid-loving plants such as 
azaleas, gardenias, roses and blueberries. 
 
Garden Soil Builder 1.5-1-1 – A complete soil builder for various garden applications.  It provides proper soil 
foundation and enhances plant growth.  Consists of composted cotton burrs, composted cattle manure, alfalfa 
meal, humate and coffee bean hulls. 
 
Trace Mineral Fertilizers – by adding trace minerals to soil provides better soil tilth, increased plant vigor, larger 
root systems, higher yields, increased drought resistance, increased chlorophyll, and better flavor in fruits and 
vegetables. 
 
Expanded Shale – Excellent in all soil conditions, great way to loosen and aerate poor clay soils, and improves 
moisture and nutrient retention in sandy soils. 
 
Crawling Insect Killer – For indoor and outdoor use, kills cockroaches, ants, earwigs, silverfish, beetles, slugs, 
bedbugs and other crawling insects, and is 100% diatomaceous earth. 
 
Tomato & Vegetable Food – (free samples given away) – Naturally feeds all tomato and vegetable plants, pro-
duces healthier plants, more fruit and stronger roots.  Contains alfalfa meal, manure compost, rock phosphate, 
bone meal, cottonseed meal, feather meal, wormcastings, potash, lava sand, granite sand, basalt, humate, mont-
morillonite, diatomaceous earth and Epsom salts. 
 
Yum Yum Mix Plant Food 2-1-1 – (free samples given away) – Derived from natural mineral and organic vegeta-
ble sources, develops fertile, living soil and balanced pH, nourishes beneficial soil micro-organisms, boosts the 
soil’s humus content, and improves its ability to nurture and sustain healthy, beautiful and more colorful plants.  
Mike said this was a great product for Crepe Myrtles. 
      Submitted by Pat Schultze 
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What Vegetables would you like to grow to eat? 

Compare your answers to Class 24 results. 

The application to become a Master Gardener included the following question.  You take “the quiz” and 
compare your results to Class 24.  (see results on page 5) 

What vegetables would you most like to grow to eat?  You have 10 votes to cast.  Indentify your great-
est interests by casting your 10 votes among the following items.  You may cast all 10 votes for one item 
or split your votes among more than one.  Do not cast more than 10 total votes. 

_____    Asparagus 

_____    Beans 

_____    Broccoli 

_____    Brussels Sprouts 

_____    Cabbage 

_____    Carrots 

_____    Cauliflower 

_____    Chinese Cabbage 

_____    Cucumbers 

_____    Eggplant 

_____    Garlic 

_____    Greens 

_____    Kale 

_____    Kohlrabi 

_____    Lettuce 

_____    Melons 

_____    Mustard 

_____    Okra 

_____    Onions 

_____    Pepper, Bell 

_____    Pepper, Hot 

_____    Potatoes 

_____    Pumpkin 

_____    Radish 

_____    Snow Peas 

_____    Spinach 

_____    Squash 

_____    Sweet Corn 

_____    Tomato 

_____    Turnips 

_____    Watermelon 

Refreshments: 
The refreshments at the September 20, 2012 meeting were graciously provided by Jenifer Wilson, 
Carol Calentine, Betty Hughes, Virginia and Doug Biggs and Jose Contreras and Romelia Escamilla. 
Thank you very much. 
The refreshments for the October 18, 2012 meeting will be provided by: Toni Guiles, Terri Virost and 
Ramonita Cardona. 
We still need someone to coordinate the Christmas Social on December 20, 2012. Please let me know 
if you are interested. Thank You.        Treva Hicks, Refreshment Coordinator , hickslt@lycos.com 

(PUMPKINS Continued from page 1) 

written consent has been obtained from the nominees.  All nominees for office must be active members 
in good standing. 
The 2013 annual dues of $20.00 shall be paid at the October business meeting.  If the minimum required 
hours have not been submitted, dues WILL NOT be accepted by the Treasurer.  As of September 20th, 
approximately ONE THIRD of the membership have NOT reported any hours for 2012.  By NOT report-
ing volunteer and education hours on a monthly basis, it compounds the year end work load for the 
hours-coordinator.  Please take the time now and get your hours up to date. 

THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH:  MAKE YOUR MARK COUNT. 
A CHILD’S LIFE IS LIKE A PIECE OF PAPER ON WHICH EVERY PERSON LEAVES A MARK. 

CHINESE PROVERB  Bob Davis, President  
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The Top 15…for Class 24
Grow-to-eat veggies appealing to at least 1/3 of the Class
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Join the Master Gardeners Every Saturday on the Radio!!!! 
 

Tune in to Bob Grafe and the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners every Saturday morning at 9 am for the Lawn 
and Garden Show on KWED 1580 AM.  Bob and his 
guests talk about everything from Trees to Compost and 
take your calls to answer your gardening questions.  If 
you don’t have an AM radio receiver convenient, you 
can tune in over the internet.  Just go to KWED’s  web-
site and tune in!!!!!! 
On Saturday, September 29, Larry Taylor was the guest 
talking about the "Check-List" of things to do out in our 
gardens during the month of October.  Bob also opened 
up the listener lines during the show to anyone who 
wanted to share an uplifting remembrance of  

        George Ammermann. 
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Board Nominations 
 
The Nominating Committee is accepting recommendations for nominations to next year’s board.  The 
Nominating Committee would love to hear from you about your interest in serving or another member 
who you think would be a good leader for the organization.  Board service is not only an important role 
but one through which you can have a lasting impact on the organization.  Be part of the future of the 
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners.  Contact Gail Johnson, 830-491-1996, Liz Romero, 830-372-
3106, or Helen Griffith, 210-598-9406. 

The Vegetable Book by Sam Cotner is being republished by Texas Gardener and should  be 
available within the month.  They are currently taking prepublication orders by phone (254-848-9393) at 
the original price.  Currently the cost is  $31.94 which includes tax and shipping.  After it is published - the 
price will go up. 

Speakers Bureau 
 

August 28, 2012 Joyce Friesenhahn gave a presentation about GCMG’s to 12 citizens at the Santa 
Clara City Hall Monthly meeting. 

 In August John Sells spoke on Composting at the Texas AgriLife ABC’s of Gardening and there were 
60 attendees. 

In August John Sells, spoke to the new BCMG class on Composting with 32 attending.                                              
Total Listeners for August 104 

In September 2012 John Sells spoke to the Men’s Garden Club of San Antonio about Bulbs, there 
were 32 in attendance.  

September 10th, Betty Hughes gave a demonstration at the First Baptist Church on Crafts with Flowers. 
There were 33 participants 

September 11th, Bob Davis spoke about Fire Wise Landscaping to the Oak Trail Estates HOA at the 
Schertz Civic Center with 29 attending 

September 18th Clara Mae Marcotte spoke at the Nogales Garden Club on Container Gardening there 
were16 at the presentation 

September 18th, Randy Rye and Jim Johnson gave a Drip Irrigation demonstration to the Santa Clara 
City Hall monthly meeting with  12  in attendance. 

 Total Listeners for September 122; bringing the total year to date: 736 

 Thank you for your hard work.   

    Treva Hicks, Speakers Bureau Coordinator 
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West Nile Virus (WNV) 
 

On September 6, Molly Keck, Entomologist and Extension Program Specialist with Texas A&M Agri-life 
Extension, presented a program at the Bexar County Public Library on Mosquitoes and West Nile Virus 
101.  Molly reported mosquitoes were identified in 1878 as vectors for Malaria and other diseases.  Molly 
characterizes the mosquito as “the deadliest animal” for disease as it is found in every continent except 
Antarctica and has a very broad host range.  In other words, it feeds on everything. 

Briefly the life cycle is egg, larva, pupa and adult.  The first 3 cycles must take place in dirty calm water, 
which is why managing stagnant water becomes so critical.  The cycle takes about 6-7 days, and the 
adult female, who lives up to a month, lays 200 to 300 eggs every 3 days, after she has had a blood 
feeding.  There are over 300 mosquito species.  Texas has 85 species, two of which carry the WNV.  The 
culex species is the dusk and dawn species, the other is commonly called the “daytime” species. 

The female mosquito is attracted to odor, especially CO2 heat like a sweating gardener or exerciser and 
dark clothing.  She spits “saliva” into her victim, which prevents blood clotting, and also is the cause of 
the itching and irritation at the site of the bite.  Smashing the mosquito when you see it increases the sa-
liva deposit and the allergic reaction. 

Reviewing the biological cycle of the pathogen, the mosquito is the vector of the WLN.  The pathogen, 
WNV resides within the mosquito and is deposited into the host when it feeds.  It receives the virus when 
feeding from the host, usually birds, but also horses and humans.  Blackbirds and blue jays are common 
carriers.  Since birds survive through the winter (unlike the mosquito) the virus stays viable.  This is an 
endemic problem. 83 counties have reported WNV.  It came to the US in 1999.  As of September 4, this 
year almost 2000 cases have been reported with 87 deaths. 35 were in Texas. 

There are 2 types of WNV, neuro-invasive and non-neuro.  Most victims have no symptoms.  Some will 
have mild symptoms such as fever, headache, body aches, swollen glands and body rash.  In about 1%, 
it develops into encephalitis.  These symptoms are headache, high fever, neck stiffness, disorientation, 
tremors, convulsions, vision loss, muscle weakness, paralysis and coma.  Symptoms develop 3-14 days 
from the bite.  Usually victims are 50 or older.  

Horses are particularly susceptible to WNV.  Over 2000 horses die each year.  There is a vaccine for the 
horse.  Presently the University of Oklahoma is working on the development of a vaccine for humans. 

What to do:  Eliminating or treating standing water prevents the mosquito from maturing.  Any water 
standing that has debris, moss, (for food and protection) is suspect.  It can be a pond but it can also be a 
soft drink container left out.  Change pet bowls every other day.  Standing water in flower pots use an oil 
or soap.  Ponds and areas you can’t eliminate you can use BT or the mosquito fish.  BT will not harm fish 
or other animals.  Treating the adults is really not as effective, but you can spray hiding places. 

Follow the 4 D’s. Use DEET or other mosquito repellent. (Molly stresses follow the directions, there has 
been some controversy about DEET but tests have shown as long as you follow directions, DEET is 
safe.)  Avoid being outside at dusk and dawn.  Dress in light colored loose fitting long sleeved clothes 
and drain and cover all containers holding water more than 3 days. 

At the moment, the prediction is WNV has not yet reached its peak for the year. 

There are several related handouts available on the subject on the Extension website. 

      Submitted by Sandy Foss 
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The Avant Gardener 
Dear Gardener: 

I am the publisher and editor-in-chief of the Avant Gardener newsletter. Our news is objective, unbiased 
and accurate reporting of valuable up-to-date information of seed and plant introductions, new garden 
products, new gardening techniques, profiles of garden experts, how-to information, gardens to visit, and 
exposing misleading claims published elsewhere. 

Starting with the August issue we will publish monthly, featuring award-winning photography and deliver-
ing news you cannot find in any other gardening newsletter.  Free of advertising, we do not sell our mail-
ing list, and we are not associated with any other institution or commercial enterprise. 

Also, to better serve you, we have established our editorial office at 20-acre Cedaridge Farm, in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania (zone 6) where we maintain extensive plant trials. Furthermore, we cultivate a 
separate trial garden on Sanibel island, Florida (zone 10) to test tropical plants and temperate plants dur-
ing the winter growing season. Both locations will be open FREE to subscribers at a future date, to be 
announced. 

Please visit our new website http://avantgardener.info/index.php/subscribe/free-sample-issue and view a 
FREE SAMPLE of the August issue.  When you subscribe, enter the coupon code BB and we will add an 
extra FREE MONTH to your annual subscription.  We look forward to a long and happy association.  

 
Sincerely,    DEREK FELL, Publisher and Editor-in-Chief  The Avant Gardener  

NOTE 

The new name for the Agrilife Extension Service 
is now Texas A&M Agrilife Extension Service. 

The Guadalupe County Master Gardener Association 
Is a 

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

 

RODEO HEADS UP 
 

Mark your calendars now - Rodeo 2013 will be 
February 7 - 24th.  The Rodeo kickoff will be 
January 17th. 

TEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENER 
FUNDRAISER 

 

Our Treasury keeps 25% of your 
subscription when it is sent through 
GCMG.  Email jlbruno@gvec.net for further 
information. 
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Guadalupe County Fair  

Seeds are sorted, hand-outs printed and lots of volunteer action has been going on at the GCMG office.  
Class 24 volunteers are doing an amazing job of helping me and Betty Hughes get everything ready for 
opening day of the fair.  (Betty Hughes and Treva Hicks are in need of at least 50 clean, caps included, 
12 oz. soda bottles.  They need burr oak acorns, with or without caps.  Betty and Treva are using 
the individual Dr. Pepper and Coca Cola/Pepsi.)  While we wait for background checks to come back the 
students have made significant progress on all of the behind the scenes work.  Thanks to all of you. 
Regarding parking passes, there is a schedule for when passes are not needed.  Check to make sure 
your shift needs one.  They are very limited this year.  We will have them in the office by Monday, Octo-
ber 1st. 
No passes required all day Wednesday, October 10th.  No passes required on Thursday, October 11th 
before 2pm.  No passes required on Saturday, October 13th before 9am and Sunday, October 14th is free 
parking all day.  Carol Calentine or I will let the membership know when the passes become available to 
be picked up.  For those volunteers who are unable to pick them up we can mail them to you.  Please 
send Helen Griffith 1yankeecowgirl@ att.net an email with your name and address, and your shift time. 
Jeri Doyle has done a beautiful job handcrafting each of the Gift Baskets being awarded, and our gener-
ous sponsors have made this project happen.  Check them out on our website. 
I hope to see lots of wonderful entries from the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners. 
Thanks,                                                Helen Griffith 

Members in Service 
Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - George Ammermann; Linda Bruno, Alternate 
One Year Term - Gail Johnson; Jim Johnson, Alternate 

Project Evaluation Committee 
Gillian Siemens, Barbara Gettig, Janice Knobles 

Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden Operating Committee 
Linda Bruno, Holly Christian 

JMG Program Coordinator - Lo-Ra Dick 
Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

New Member Support - Bob Teweles 

Hours Reporting - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Notification - Dale Odvody & Beth Zies 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe  County Fair - Helen Griffith 

Historian - Gloria Saenz 

WebSite Photo Album - Jerilyn Preston 

Class 23 & 24 Coordinator - Jose Antonio Contreras 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 

 Rockport Hummingbird 

Festival 
Sept. 13-16 

 
Editors, immediately 
past and present, of 
the Guadalupe Gar-
dener met at the 
Hummer Festival in 
Rockport.  Marilyn 

Anderson had a booth there and Elaine 
McIntyre and her family were there just for 
fun! 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from the 
organization for an illness or loss 
of a family member, contact  

Gail Johnson, Secretary, 830-491-
1996 

or e-mail gailpjohn-
son@earthlink.net . 
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FUTURE PROGRAMS 

 
Nov 15 - Junior Master Gardener  pro-
gram 
Dec 14 - Christmas Social 

 

September Meeting 
 

Dave Elder won the $18 raffle and Jennifer Wal-
lace won the $10 gift certificate. 

GUADALUPE COUNTY COMMUNITY GARDEN 

WEEDING IN THE MUD!!! The photos (taken by Mary  Bowe), are of our work day on September 
15th.  We hauled out about 30 yard bags of weeds and got a lot of mulch cleared.  The young ladies go 
to a Catholic school that requires they do service hours in the community and they sure did work for 
us.  Wish I had a way to contact their parents to tell them what a good job they did!    
       Ann Odvody 
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Guadalupe County Community Garden - Updates from Ann Odvody 
 

8/31 - It got warm again early this morning, but we got a lot done.  Wylene and her daughter, Sydney, 
cleared the old herb bed and planted zucchini.  We will replant in herbs in the spring.  We thank you both 
for coming out to help us (they are  excellent weeders)!  Mary, Terri, and Dale harvested 20 pounds 12 
ounces of produce, giving us a total of 2,390 pounds 3 ounces for the year.  We will be in the garden on 
Monday.  On Saturday, 15 Sept 2012 we are having a weeding get together starting at 7:30 a.m.  There 
will be a large variety of weeds to choose from.  Please bring weeding tools, kneeling pads or a garden 
stool.  The building will be open (thank you Jim), so there will be water and bathrooms available. 

9/3 - Mary and Terri got to work early in the morning harvesting and weighing.  It was great to have Linda 
in the garden today.  She stopped by and helped Dale and I with the weeding.  The gazebo frame was 
moved to it's new home and we hope to get vines planted on it soon.  Today's harvest was 38 pounds 12 
ounces.  The total for the year is 2,428 pounds 15 ounces.  Sure would be nice to get some cooler 
weather! 

9/6 - Another hot morning, but the crew got a lot done.  We planted 18 each of broccoli, cabbage and 
cauliflower, plus 6 zucchini and made sure the netting was secure to foil the rabbit that scared Mary 
when he leapt from the green beans (one of his favorites).  Almost all of the available bed space has 
been planted for the fall.  We hope to get the lettuce and spinach bed set up to plant in the next week or 
so.  We harvested 39 pounds of produce this morning. This brings our total  for the year to 2,468 pounds 
10 ounces.  Don't forget to put our 15 Sept (Saturday) workday on your list of things to do!  We will open 
at 7:30 a. m. 

9/11 - It was so nice to have a cool morning!  We were not happy to find that a large critter had managed 
to shred some of the bird netting.-.don't think I can blame this one on the rabbit.  Holly, Dale and Mary did 
the harvesting and then continued our war on  the weeds.  The total harvest today was 34 pounds 7 
ounces, bringing our total for the year to 2,503 pounds 1 ounce. 

9/13 - Warm and muggy in the garden this morning, although some good cloud cover and a bit of a 
breeze helped make it tolerable.  Today's harvest was 34 pounds 9 ounces.  Total for the year 2,537 
pounds 10 ounces.  Maybe we will get some of the promised rain.  We still plan on working Saturday 
morning if it is not raining.-.hope to see you then. 

9/17 - First let me thank Mary, Terri, Jim, Kay, Bob T, Peggy, and Dale for all the work that they did on 
the Saturday work day.  We also had two young ladies from the Schertz Catholic school doing service 
hours for the school and they sure were good workers!  The garden area looks so much better.  We were 
such an industrious looking group that three visitors stopped by just to see and talk about the garden.  It 
was nice to have Joe in the garden this morning working with Dale on the rain water collection dis-
play.  Mary and I did the harvesting and weighing.  We harvested 23 pounds 13 ounces of produce to-
day.  Total so far this year is 2,561 pounds 7 ounces.  It was a short morning as it was just too wet to 
weed or work the soil, but I am not complaining as the rain tripled the size of our fall transplants.  Hope 
you can join us on Thursday. 

9/20 - Thanks to all of you who came and helped this morning.  Crops were harvested, weeds from the 
Saturday work day were bagged and some more weeding was done.  The harvest for today was 33 
pounds 11 ounces, giving us a total for the year of 2,594 pounds 11 ounces.  Dale and I will be gone next 
week so Mary is leading.  If you can, please come out to visit with her and help with the harvesting. 
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Volunteers Needed 

Below are the remaining volunteer opportunities for the year . 

Guadalupe County Fair on October 10-14, Chairman: Helen Griffith  City of Seguin Coliseum, 950 
South Austin Street  (see page 9) 

Water Fairs, 3 in October:  Rose Garden Elem., Krueger Elem.,-Marion and Jefferson Elem.  Four volun-
teers needed.  Look for sign up at our August meeting. 

Ag Fair -  October 25,29,30,31.  Texas Agricultural Education & Heritage Center, Big Red Barn.  Volun-
teers walk thru the gardens talking to 3rd 4th or 5th graders about importance of gardening and herbs/
produce in 15-20 minute increments around 12 times a full day.. If you are interested in volunteering for 
any other days (Oct 9 - 31) please contact The Big Red Barn.  

Pecan Festival - Oct 26 & 27.  (See page 13)  Texas Agricultural Education & Heritage Center, Big Red 
Barn.  Chairman needed, plus 3 shifts 9:45-12:00, 12:00-2:30, and 2:30-5:00 -  three to four per shift.  
Volunteers will man the vegetable garden at the Big Red Barn answering questions.  Two volunteers per 
shift; volunteers are welcome to serve on more than one shift. 

Cibolo Ag Fair on November 8 & 9.  Cibolo FFA Barn, this is a 2-day event.  Chairman needed plus 5 
other volunteers.  Volunteers set up displays of herbs, vegetables, and donated apples. Groups will take 
turns talking and showing 3rd or 4th grade elementary students about items of gardening, herbs/produce. 

Christmas tree decorating contest, November 29 & 30.  Seguin Central Park.  Chairman Betty 
Hughes.  Need several volunteers to help set up, decorate, and tear down. 

Master Gardener Social on December 14, 2012.  Need Coordinators:  Chairman, Co chairman, Assis-
tant and Volunteers to find location, plan party, schedule food, set up and clean up. 

Carol Calentine   ccalentine@ag.tamu.edu or 830-303-3889. 

 

Please    -    Report Your Hours Monthly! 

Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

 
HI! The Green Team is back in action - the weeds did NOT stop growing (and/or re-
producing) during our hiatus!  We meet at the City Hall Annex on North River St., Se-
guin the first and third Monday of each month and start at 8 o'clock.  The Green Team 
is in dire need of more volunteers - you can work as many hours as fits your schedule 
- even one hour would help.  Hughlene Micheli 
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Pecan Fest at the Big Red Barn 
Saturday, October 27th 

 
Vegetable & Herb Garden 

A GCMG to coordinate volunteers to staff the garden from 10 am - 5 pm 

Volunteers to take shifts and answer questions about the garden from Pecan Fest visi-
tors exploring the garden 

Volunteers to help with other duties and tasks -- everything from serving ice cream to 
handing out maps 

Shifts 
 10:00 – 12:00 12:00 – 2:00 2:00 – 4:00  4:00 – 5:00 
 

Volunteers should contact Michelle Martin, Red Barn Volunteer Coordinator, directly.  Michelle will match 
needs with a volunteer's interest and schedule.  Michelle Martin email:  mmartin@fnbsotx.com 
Work phone: 830.303.1530. Home phone: 830.557.6293 
 

all volunteer hours count towards MG certification 
regardless of station or duty performed. 

Vegetable Seeds Needed. Please Save Seeds. 
 
Even leftover seed packages.  We need them for upcoming projects where we give 
away seeds.  Please turn them in to Betty Hughes at the Master Gardener Office or 
at an MG meeting. 

Largest flower in the world!!! 
 Amorphophallus Titanum 

  
One of nature's jewels that so many may never see. The largest flower in the world was blossoming in 
Rio Blanco, Veracruz, Mexico (photos taken October 8, 2009).  Six & 5/8 feet high and weighing just over 
165 pounds, it has the peculiarity of blooming only during three days every 40 years.  You'd only see it 
once or twice in a lifetime!  Shouldn't this qualify as the "8th Wonder of the World"? 



14141414 

 

 

ORGANIC VERSUS CONVENTIONAL FARMING 

 

Upon the publication of a recent study conducted by Stanford University, the debate of organic versus 
conventional farming methods continues.  After pointing out many differences, the study concluded that 
eating organic had no immediate health advantages over eating products of conventional farming prac-
tices.  Stanford states they received no outside funding when concerns of Monsanto involvement were 
raised. 

The Stanford study showed that overall nutritional values of organic foods were generally not higher.  
However, it did find that there were higher levels of beneficial Phenols in organic produce.  A 2010 study 
done by Washington State University also found higher amounts of antioxidants and vitamin C in organic 
strawberries.  Other studies have also found higher antioxidants in organic foods.  Despite the overall 
conclusion made by the Stanford study, the same study noted a difference between organic and conven-
tional milk:  The organic milk contained lower levels of omega-6 fatty acids, which can contribute to heart 
problems, and higher levels of omega-3 fatty acids, which are considered beneficial to health.  While the 
Stanford study did not evaluate this as being better for health overall, these findings argue that organic is 
in fact at minimum equivalent or in some cases superior, when it comes to nutrition. 

The Stanford study did show that organic had 30% less pesticide residue than its conventional counter-
parts.  The pesticides allowed by the USDA for use in organics are all derived from natural sources and 
are mostly low-impact, meaning they pose little to no risk for the environment, people and animals.  How-
ever, in other studies administered by The National Academy of Science, low-levels of pesticides were 
linked to neurological damage.  Others studies have found that some pesticides approved by the EPA for 
adults may have an effect on the development of unborn babies, infants and children.  Research has also 
found that the increased exposure of pregnant women to pesticides due to consumption resulted in lower 
IQ levels in children as they got older.  In regards to those findings, the fewer the pesticides the lesser 
the risk. 

Regarding the environmental effects of the two opposing methods, the Stanford study showed that per 
unit area, organic methods had a lower economic impact.  However, based on the standards of the 
study, production in organic methods was lower.  Other studies have found that the rates of soil erosion 
and soil nutrient leaching were less.  Due to the fewer pesticides used in organic methods than in con-
ventional farming methods, water runoff pollution was less.  Organic soil has also been found to be much 
higher in nutrients and organic matter.  The biodiversity of organic farms and gardens is typically much 
greater due to the variety of crops and lesser degree of pesticide use.  Having taken into account the 
many aspects of this debate, it seems that organic farms are far more sustainable and that sustainability 
plays a big role in economic impact. 

While Stanford’s study may have concluded that there exists little difference between these two farming 
or gardening methods, it seems that when analyzed with other data, the importance of choosing organic 
practices is evident.  There were no findings that claimed organic to be inferior to conventional methods, 
and most showed additional benefits to organic practices.  Despite the conclusion of Stanford’s study, 
organic is still a beneficial way to farm and garden. 

  Co-Written by:  Pedro Schambon (GCMG), My Fathers Farm, and Avery Knott 
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Gardening Events 

FALL GALA ----    October 11, 2012     
Celebrating the interlocking relationship between water & life  

Featuring:  Gourmet Dinner, Music by Sweetmeat 
       Featured Artists, Silent Auction 
       Edwards Aquifer Experience 
       Fellowship, Fun Under the Stars 
For further information contact Green Spaces Alliance 
[info@greenspacesalliance.org] 

SAVE THE DATE:  Saturday, October 20th - 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Mitchell Lake Audubon Center's 

FALL WILDLIFE FESTIVAL & PLANT SALE 

Our annual FREE community festival filled with great activities, hayrides, a raptor show, plant 

sales and MORE!  Call 210-628-1639 or mlac@audubon.org 

Take the Earth-Kind challenge at http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/ and learn 
how Earth-Kind your landscape is. 
  

Looking for local gardening and landscaping information?  
Go to: http://bexar-tx.tamu.edu/programs/earth-kind-horticulture/ 



16161616 

 

 

Bosque Del Apache NWF                                      Marilyn Moltz  
San Antonio, NM                                  ——           The Wandering Gardener  
 
As I am not only a lover of flowers, I am also a birder.  My favorite place to go bird watching is Bosque 
Del Apache in New Mexico.  I have gone there at least once a year since 2007.  This 57,191 acres of 
land is bisected by the Rio Grande River and is located along the Rocky Mountain Flyway.  The refuge is 
in the middle of a 15 year comprehensive conservation plan.  Each time I go I am amazed by the 
“improvements” that have been made to the land.  The refuge uses controlled waterways to flood or irri-
gate areas for grass growth and uses prescribed burns to promote more native grasslands and decrease 
the amount of woody vegetation.  
 
Have you ever thought about how you would feed 90,000 birds?  The refuge does it each year.  Between 
November 1 and February 28 there are thousands of snow geese, Canadian geese, sandhill cranes, 
ducks (of all types), quail, white pelicans, western bluebirds, roadrunners, eagles and pheasants just to 
name a few.  I have gotten up before sunrise in 26 degree cold to go to the refuge to see the morning 
flight of the cranes.  The view, with the New Mexico mountains in the background is breath taking and 
worth every layer of clothing I had to wear.  The picture I have attached of the cranes and snow geese 
(perhaps 40,000 at one time) taking flight does not do the event justice.  
 
The refuge has a 15 mile gravel tour road open daily one 
hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset.  There are 7 
observation towers and several hiking and biking trails.  The 
refuge is home to many smaller migratory birds, deer, elk, 
coyotes and other mammals.  One never knows what he will 
see on a trip there no matter what time of year you go.  In 
addition to the birds and other wildlife there are plenty of 
native plants to view.  
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From Your Education Chairman 
 
Oct 2, Tuesday, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Bexar County is offering another program in their Backyard Gardening 
Series.  Dr. Larry Stein will present “Growing an Edible Landscape with Fruit Trees” and if you’ve ever 
heard him speak, you know he will make it worth the trip into San Antonio.  More information on this one 
at http://today.agrilife.org/2012/09/14/home-fruit-backyard-gardening/?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+AgrilifeToday+%
28AgriLife+Today%29  
 
Oct 9, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m., Dr. Karen H. Clary, Ph.D., Senior Program Manager of the Plant Conserva-
tion Program for the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center will be the guest speaker at the Guadalupe 
County Chapter of NPSOT.  Marion Community Library, 500 Bulldog Lane, Marion.  Dr. Clary will talk 
about Yuccas of Texas.  Did you know that Yuccas have a very important and intimate relationship with a 
special moth?  And that the Spanish Dagger supposedly produces edible fruit?  Guess we will find out all 
about it from Dr. Clary. 
 
If you have questions about any of these events that aren’t answered at the listed websites, please let 
me know.    
     Linda A. Bruno, Education Chairman 

Rose Show & Seminar 

 
The San Antonio Rose Society Fall Rose Show is Saturday, October 27, 2012 at the S.A. Garden Cen-
ter, 3310 N. New Braunfels @ Funston.  Free & open to the public from 1-4pm.  An educational seminar 
at 2 pm.  Cut roses and bouquets will be available for sale.  www.sarosesociety.org.  

 

Discover The Fun & Amazing Plants of Mitchell Lake 
Saturday, October 6th  9:00 to 11:00 am 

Ever wonder what about the unique plants of South Texas?  What does "Native plant" really mean? 
How do they benefit wildlife and our local ecosystems? Join Paul Cox, horticulturist, for an explora-
tion of Mitchell Lake and learn more about these fascinating plants. 

 

Maximum Growth and Protection from Drought for your Trees 
Saturday, October 27th    9:00 to 11:00 am 

Trees are a welcome addition to our landscape and our ecosystem. During the last few years, trees 
have endured a variety of stresses.  Mark Peterson, currently with SAWS, formerly Regional Commu-
nity Forester with the Texas Forest Service, will explore ways to ensure a long and happy life for your 
trees. 
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Native Plant Society of Texas 

Guadalupe County (Schertz-Seguin) Chapter 

On Tuesday, October 9th, 2012, the program will be presented by Dr. Karen H. Clary, PH.D., Senior Pro-
gram Manager of the Plant Conservation Program for the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center.  Dr. 
Clary will talk about Yuccas of Texas.  The Guadalupe County Chapter meets the second Tuesday of the 
month at The Marion Library Meeting Room, 500 Bulldog Lane, Marion.  There will be a plant/seed ex-
change and a welcome time at 6:30 pm followed by the program at 7:00 pm.  It is open to the public and 
visitors are welcome . 
We are a group of people united by a common interest in learning more about the growing of native 
plants of Texas.  Some of our activities include sowing native seeds and landscaping at Bracken Bat 
Cave preserve, Seguin Earth Day native plant sale, fall native plant sale at Seguin Pecan Fest-Heritage 
Days, field trips to areas of interest such as the Pollinator Garden in New Braunfels, and the NICE Pro-
gram.  Come learn with us – we have speakers about flowers, trees, butterflies, bats, invasive plants, 
water harvesting and much more! 

For more information, directions to The Marion Library or membership applications contact our website  
at www.npsot.org.guadalupecounty.  

Don’t forget...it’s always helpful to see what’s new  

on the Aggie Horticulture Website 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ 

Backyard Gardening Series 

“Growing an Edible Landscape with Fruit Trees” 
Oct 2 (Tues) 6:30-8:30 pm 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Horticulturist Dr. Larry Stein will guide you in growing fresh fruit 
right from the garden. Registration fee is $10 and will be opened to public located at 3355 Cherry Ridge 
Drive, Suite 208.  For more information, call Angel Torres at 210-467-6575 or visit http://bexar-
tx.tamu.edu/.  

EARTH-KIND LANDSCAPE 
Dec 5-6 Tyler Earth-Kind Landscape Workshop 

Dec 10-14 Earth-Kind Landscape Short Course College Station 
For more information regarding the above two events please visit http://greenviion.wordpress.com/earth-
kind-education-events/ 
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High Tunnel (Greenhouse) Educational Class 
Oct 18 6-9 pm - W.I.S.D. Schultz Jr. High School on Stokes Rd., Waller, TX 

High tunnels or hoop houses are low-cost greenhouses made from poly plastic.  Invited speakers include 
Dr. Joe Masabni, Texas A&M AgriLife Extension State Vegetable Specialist, Dr. Monte Nesbitt, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Extension Fruit and Nut Specialist, Cody Dennison, local Extension Agent, and Trey 
Bethke, USDA District Conservationist.  The program and meal will cost $15 and will offer 3 CEUs for 
your TDA private applicators license.  Deadline to RSVP is Tuesday, October 16, 2012, but don't de-
lay.  Fee will be increased to $25 after that date.  Call the Waller County Extension Office at (979) 826-
7651 

WILDSCAPING: Landscaping for Wildlife 
with Judit Green, Urban Wildlife Biologist, Tx Parks & Wildlife Dept. 

Oct 4, 2012 (Thur.) 10am-11am - Hosted by Helotes Garden Club at the AgriLife Extension 
 Office (3355 Cherry Ridge St., Ste, 208) 
Oct 9, 2012 (Tues.) 7pm-8pm - Hosted by Alamo Area Master Naturalist Volunteers at the 
 AgriLife Extension Office (3355 Cherry Ridge St., Ste, 208) 
Nov. 7, 2012 (Wed.) 10am-11am - Hosted by the San Antonio Garden Center at 3310 N. 
 New Braunfels Ave., San Antonio. 
 

Native plants and special features can create a beautiful landscape that invites wildlife to your 
backyard.  Attracting butterflies and hummingbirds with nectar rich flowers is easy to do.  In addition, 
adding other simple components will also make your yard a haven for frogs, lizards, songbirds, and some 
small mammals.  Landscaping to benefit wildlife can start with putting out a birdbath or planting a fruit-
bearing native shrub.  It’s not difficult to be successful, and you’ll be amazed at the types of wildlife you 
can attract to your property.  Join me in learning what features to incorporate and some common plants 
to provide to open your back door to a world of wildlife.  No registration or fee required, just show up. 

Small-acreage Vegetable, Fruit Producer Program 
Oct. 25, Nov. 1 and Nov. 8  from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

at 1600-B Smith Road in southeast Austin 
A three-part program for small-acreage vegetable and fruit producers will be presented at the Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service office for Travis County, located in southeast Austin 
This program will be helpful for both home and small-plot producers, including producers who grow for 
farmers markets or are involved in sustainable food efforts or community gardens. 
The program will cover vegetable and crop production, as well as how to plan, manage and find re-
sources and possible funding to help support a small-scale farming operation,. There is also a field tour 
of a local urban farm.  The Oct. 25 session will address planning a small-scale farming operation and 
include a presentation and field tour at certified organic Green Gate Farms.  The Nov. 1 session will 
cover vegetable production, recommended fruit crops, insect and disease management, and permacul-
ture basics.  The Nov. 8 session will focus on programs and resources available to the small-acreage 
farmer, plus provide information on zoning, soil surveys, organic certification and grant writing. 
Cost is $50 per session or $100 for all three. To register, go to the AgriLife Extension Conference Ser-
vices website at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu/. 
Attendees should RSVP to Daphne Richards at 512-854-9600 or drichards@ag.tamu.edu. 
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Floods to Drought....Gardening in North Texas 
 

The Tarrant County MGs are hosting an all-day Regional Conference on Saturday, Oct. 13 

The event is open to all Master Gardeners (who may earn 6 or more CEU's) as well as the general pub-
lic.   

Pre-registration is required since we will be providing lunch and snacks and are offering additional make 
& take activities after the conference as part of the day, so we would like everyone to have plenty of time 
to register for this event. 

 For further information contact Nancy Curl, President, TCMGA nl_curl@yahoo.com 817-319-1895 

2012 Southern Garden Symposium 
October 12 & 13, 2012 

St. Francisville, Louisiana 
 

Registration at the Southern Garden Symposium is limited and required in advance. For additional infor-
mation, visit www.SouthernGardenSymposium.org, email luciecassity@bellsouth.net, or call               
(225) 635-3738. 

Texas Fruit & Nut Orchard Conference 
October 11-12, 2012 at The Brazos Center in Bryan, Texas 

This one and one-half day educational program was developed for prospective and existing commercial 
fruit growers, hobby growers, master gardeners, and extension agents desiring training in basic orchard 
management, IPM, recommended fruit varieties, Earth-Kind practices, and fruit marketing.  Pecans, high 
tunnel strawberries, figs, pomegranates, citrus and olives will be discussed on the Friday/half-day ses-
sion. 

Participating speakers include: Larry Stein, Jim Kamas, Mark McFarland, Russ Wallace, David Appel, 
Sheila McBride, Allen Knutson, Sam Feagley, George Ray McEachern, and Monte Nesbitt. Dale Ham, 
Ham Orchards at Terrell, Texas, will discuss successful fruit marketing. 

Registration is available online through Oct. 2, 2012 at https://agriliferegister.tamu.edu with registration 
fee of $75.00/person; $45.00 /AgriLife Agents 

Conference Coordinators for more Information:  Monte Nesbitt, (979) 862-1218; 
MLNesbitt@tamu.edu,Larry Stein, (830) 278-9151; larrystein@tamu.edu , Jim Kamas, (830) 997-7047 j-
kamas@tamu. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30-NOON 
 
GCCG Workday 
8 am 
 
Green Team 8 am 

2 3 4 

GCCG Workday 
8 AM 

5 

Red Barn  
8 am 

6 

KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 

7 8 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
 

COLUMBUS DAY 
 

9 10 11 

 

GCMG  
Board 
Meeting 
 
GCCG Workday 

12 

 

Red Barn  
 

13 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 

14 

 
15 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
Green Team 8 am 
 
� New Moon 

16 17 18 

 

GCMG 
MEETING 
7:00 PM 
 
GCCG Workday 

19 
 

Red Barn 

20 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 
 

21 22 

Master Gardener Office/
Library 
 
 

GCCG Workday 
 
 

23 24 25 
 

 
 
 
GCCG Workday 

26 

Red Barn 

 

 

 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

27 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 

28 29 

Master Gardener Office/
Library 
 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
O FULL MOON 

30 31 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 

 

October Meeting 
Thurs, October 18th, 2012, 7:00P.M. 

AgriLIFE Extension Building 
210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 

 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic 
level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national origin. 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(elaine@tindomorgans.com) 

Linda Waite - Newsletter Assistant 
Marilyn Moltz, The Wandering Gardener 

 
GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 

 
Bob Davis          President 
Peggy Jones         President Elect 
Don Hilbert         Vice President 
Gail Johnson         Secretary 
Bob Teweles         Treasurer 
Linda Bruno         Education Chairman 
Dave Elder         Publication Chairman 
Carol Calentine         Volunteer Chairman 
Jose Antonio Contreras      MG Training Chairman 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


