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 NOVEMBER 2011 

A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in cooperation with the Texas AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 NOVEMBER MEETING  
November 17th 

Using Vines in the Landscape - Sir Oliver 
(Smitty) Smith will present a program about how 
vines can enhance the landscape with a wide 
spectrum of colorful flowers, seeds and fruit which 
also attract colorful butterflies, birds and hum-
mingbirds.  Smitty is a retired teacher from Califor-
nia who was challenged by the rocky soil he lo-
cated on.  He became a Master Gardener and 
Master Naturalist and turned his one half acre into 
a Wildscape/Paradise of color and a haven for 
butterflies and birds. 
 
Marilyn Moltz, Judy Stanley and Liz Romero have 
agreed to provide refreshments.  
  
Don’t forget to bring your plants for the plant 
exchange table. 
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The Guadalupe Gardener 

 
  

     First I want to thank Bob Davis for doing an out-
standing job filling in for me. When I asked him to do 
the September article for me, I had no idea it was 
going to develop into a couple of months. Not only 
did he do a super job on the articles, but also 
stepped up to the plate to make sure things kept 
running smoothly and on time. Also, I want to thank 
all for the get well wishes, food and prayers. I 
should apologize for jumping around items at the 
October 20th membership meeting, but it sure did 
feel good to get back to doing some things. 
     As I look back over the past few years, I see a 
much more active association. The membership has 
increased, the meeting attendance is higher and 
many more projects are being worked on. We have 
shown that we are an active organization with the 
main goal being an educational resource. While 
education is a major part of our activities, we also 
give physical support with our volunteer activities. 
     Now we must get serious about the TMGA 
awards program. Last year we entered 4 award ap-
plications and all four placed. We have several pro-
jects, or items that warrant serious consideration for 
entries for the 2011 year.  The KWED Lawn & Gar-
den Show and The Guadalupe Gardener newsletter 
can not be re-entered this year. 
     The annual election of officers will be held at the 
November meeting. We have an outstanding slate 
of candidates, but remember nominations can be 
made from the floor as long as the person making 
the nomination has written consent  if the nominee 
is not present. (Continued on page 4) 

 Words from George      
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Pollinators and Other Good Bugs 
By Gail Johnson 

 
Molly Keck, Integrated Pest Management Specialist with the Texas AgriLife Extension Service, Bexar County, 
gave a presentation on pollinators and other good bugs.  She said these beneficials can be generally divided 
into three groups:  pollinators, recyclers and predators. 
 
Pollinators are vectors for moving pollen from one plant to another.  At least 90% of flowering plants rely on 
animals for pollination. There are about 200,000 species of animal pollinators and all but 1,000 are insects.  
The most widely recognized pollinators are the bees.  There are four types of bees: honey bees, bumble bees, 
leaf cutter bees and orchid bees.  You can tell a bee from a wasp with one simple observation: bees have fuzzy 
hair like structures on their exoskeletons and wasps are smooth.  It is these “hairs” on bees that make them 
such good pollinators because pollen sticks to the hairs and is rubbed off on the next flower as the bee moves 
from flower to flower. 
 
Most bees are not aggressive—particularly when foraging for pollen and other food stocks.  Honey bees in 
Texas have interbred with an accidentally released African species of bee to make Africanized bees which are 
much more aggressive when defending the nest.  When stung, you should assume that the nest is Africanized 
and leave the area as quickly as possible.  A bee’s stinger detaches from the bee when it stings.  There is a 
sack of venom attached to the stinger.  You can minimize the impact of a sting by removing the stinger.  Use a 
credit card or other smooth object to comb the stinger out by pulling it in the same direction it was inserted, 
being careful not to rupture the sack. 
 
You can encourage bees by providing a desirable environment.  Sweet strongly fragrant flowers in yellow, blue 
and white colors—particularly native flowers and those with packed clusters of tiny flowers—will encourage 
bees.  Reduce your pesticide use and provide a near-by water source to make your bees at home.  Likewise 
you can discourage bees by removing nesting sites, not using red bird feeders and not leaving the trash out. 
 
Beetles are actually the largest set of pollinating insects.  Long-horned beetles and soldier beetles are among 
the most common.  Blister beetles look a lot like soldier beetles but when disturbed they will spray a strong acid 
that burns the skin.  Beetles favor bowl shaped flowers with exposed sexual organs and prefer white and green 
flowers that are strongly fruity.  Some flies are good pollinators too but they prefer funnel like flowers that are 
dark brown or purple and smell putrid.  Mosquitoes can be good pollinators although you probably don’t want 
them around. 
      
Wasps are also important pollinators.  They seek carbohydrates from flowers.  Among the most common are 
paper wasps, which are social wasps and live in groups, and sphecid wasps and mud daubers which are soli-
tary wasps.  Social wasps are more aggressive than solitary wasps since the social wasp is defending a colony 
nest.  Yellow jacket wasps are ground nesters that build a paper nest underground.  They are very aggressive 
and you should get rid of them as quickly as possible.  The bald faced hornet is also an undesirable neighbor 
and can be identified by their paper nest shaped like the bee hives from Winnie the Pooh. The Mexican honey 
wasp builds a nest that looks like a basketball that they run all over so that they appear to be ants.  The nest 
contains honey although Molly couldn’t say that she knew of anyone who had ever eaten any of it. 

October Meeting Program    
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GCMG Christmas Social 
Thursday, December 15, 2011 

6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
St. John Lutheran Church – Marion, Texas 

 
 

Who:  Members and Spouse/Guest 
 
 
What:  Pot Luck Dinner – Fried Turkey/Baked Ham 

provided by GCMG.  
  
 Please bring appetizers, side dishes, holiday 

snack, salad, vegetable, dessert or bread/rolls. 
 
 
Why:  Mix and mingle with fellow gardeners. 
 We will be collecting nonperishable food for the 

Christian Cupboard, and unwrapped toys for the 
Blue Santa program if you wish to contribute. 

 
 
If you have any questions, please contact: 
 
Pat Schultze:  830-914-3191 or  

Pat Schultze:  830-914-3191 or 
Joyce Friesenhahn:  830-303-4712 or 
Treva Hicks: 210-452-2404 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

Carolyn Hyatt Memorial Butterfly Chair  
Now installed to the east of the AgriLIFE Building.  What a beautiful and fitting tribute!  
      Photos by Pat Schultze.  

(WORDS - Continued from page 1) 
     A complete new set of By-laws was approved at the October meeting. The second phase of this 
change consists of The Procedures and Operations Manual. This document will be posted on the website 
sometime after the Pecan Festival wraps up since our Webmistress is up to her elbows in pecans and 

other Red Barn activities.  Please review this document prior to the November meeting. 

 
     Remember, gardening is to be fun, if not we need to change what and how we are doing things. 

NEWLY CERTIFIED  
MASTER GARDENER 

 
PENNY WALLACE 

 
Shown with President George Ammermann and Class 
22 Coordinator Bob Teweles.  Photo by Linda Bruno. 
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CLASS 23 
Class 23 students and sisters Debbie Real and Gladys Haecker gave 
an enthusiatic report on Class 23 at the October meeting.  They re-
ported that they continue to be impressed each week with the speakers 
and information that is being provided to the class.  The speakers over 
the last four weeks included experts on oak wilt, native grasses, the 
eco-regions in our area, vegetable gardening, rainwater harvesting, drip 
irrigation, turf grasses and landscaping, herbs, and heirloom plants.  
Besides the great presentations in the classes, we were provided count-
less handouts that will serve as great resources long after graduation.  
Students are gaining confidence with their newly acquired skills by vol-
unteering with Master Gardener activities throughout the community, 
including the Guadalupe County Fair, Guadalupe County Community 
Garden, Agri Day for Kids at the Red Barn, and KWED Radio Show. 
 
 

Volunteering, Outstanding Classes, Propagation Clinic Keep Class 23 Hopping 
by Ellen Laubhan, MG Class 23 Student 

 

     In October, Class 23 students held onto our hats and dived right in, as everything seems to happen 
during this fast-paced month – engaging classes, numerous volunteer opportunities, and our highly 
enlightening propagation workshop. 
     In weekly classes, highly knowledgeable MG members shared their expertise with us about vegetable 
gardening (Clara Mae Marcotte), rainwater harvesting (Liz Romero), and drip irrigation (Jim Johnson).  
Experts provided key insights on lawn care and landscape design (Dennis Hale, Wilson County AgriLife), 
the advantages of heirlooms and what to do with herbs (author Judy Barrett), and good and bad bug 
identification in “Entomology 101” (Molly Keck, Bexar County Agrilife). 
     It was the volunteer opportunities that REALLY stretched and involved us in October.  Class 23 mem-
bers joined me in volunteering at the Guadalupe County Fair, Ag Education Days, and Pecan Fest.  Oth-
ers took their turn participating in the KWED gardening show, gave class reports at the monthly MG 
meeting, organized student-led field trips, and worked at the Guadalupe County Community Garden. 
     At the fair, I enjoyed helping judge the pumpkin decorating contest where I saw creative entries like 
Cinderella and her pumpkin carriage and pumpkin Pac Man, as well as volunteering in the MG booth.  
Highlights included talking with MG members about their gardening strategies, as well as with the dedi-
cated gardeners who diligently tended their gardens during the drought and earned ribbons for their en-
tries.  It takes a massive effort to pull off the fair booth, and MG members are to be commended. 
     My biggest eye-opener was Ag Education Days at the Big Red Barn, where I volunteered with our 
mentors Gail and Jim Johnson, guiding high-energy students on a walk through the garden.  It was my 
first visit to this fabulous facility, and I witnessed the enthusiasm of the students for this real world field 
trip made possible by the army of volunteers who led students through station after station of interesting 
agriculture-related sessions. 
     The contributions of our MG mentors are many in these critical early months of the class.  The John-
son’s, mentors for my husband Randy Rye and myself, have already helped us with many important ac-
tivities, like: understanding the MG program and volunteer opportunities, planning our fall vegetable gar-
den (drip irrigation ROCKS!), contacts and advice about soil analysis, seeds, and amendments for our 
           (Continued on Page 6)

Photo by Linda Bruno 
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REMEMBER  
THE TEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENERTEXAS GARDENER 

FUNDRAISER 
 

Our Treasury keeps 25% of your subscription 
when it is sent through GCMG.  Email 
jlbruno@gvec.net for further information or see 
article in the August issue of this Newsletter. 

REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from the organization for 
an illness or loss of a family member, contact 
Sandy Foss, our Secretary, 
sandyfoss@satx.rr.com or call  210-651-9053. 

(Class 23 - Continued from Page 5) 
pasture, and herb gardening.  Having just moved to our place near Seguin from Colorado this summer, 
we have everything to learn! 
     Finally, the propagation workshop provided us with an overwhelming amount of information in a posi-
tive way, showing us a bit of what’s possible if you’re resourceful.  The volunteers and speakers practi-
cally outnumbered the members of Class 23, who benefited so much from the day!  Class 23 continues 
to sing the praises of class coordinators Jose Contreras and Romelia Escamilla for leading us fledglings 
through this excellent experience.  We’re ready for whatever November brings! 

Deedy Wright at class 23 
propagation class 

Bob Teweles at 
class 23 propagation 

class 

Jean Vanderhider at  
class 23 propagation  class 

JUNIOR MASTER GARDENER PROGRAM 

“To grow good kids by igniting a passion for learning, success and service through a unique gardening 
education.”  Yep, that’s the dry version.  But I see a group of little girls following Ann Odvody around the 
garden to help her plant seeds.  Or my grandson saying, grandma, I’ll get the stuff you put in with the 
tomato plant.  Can I plant them this time?  Cutting a cucumber with a knife you wiped on your pants and 
handing pieces to a group of Cub Scouts who eat it and their mothers say, they never do that for me at 

home.  If that kind of thing makes your heart feel warm and fuzzy, then let’s talk.  

This is your chance to be in on the planning.  Now is the time.  Interested? Let me know.  Linda Bruno -  
jlbruno@gvec.net  or call 210-363-8380 

Photos by Sandy Foss 
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Guadalupe County Fair 2011 
 

The Master Gardeners have another successful County Fair to add to our belt of achievements.   Every-
one pitched in, as usual, and it showed in how well everything went.   The new area where we were set 
up in the coliseum worked out great.   There was better lighting and more room which made our whole 
area appear brighter and more inviting to the public.   

Our volunteers put in 310 hours plus another 48 hours volunteered in the “Youth Activities” area for which 
Betty Hughes was chairman.   I want to thank everyone for all of their time, effort and input which made 
the Fair a success. 

We had a total of 193 entries which was the most we have had in many years.  Everyone was surprised 
by the number since we are in such a terrible drought.   Maybe it is because, as anyone knows who grew 
any kind of plant this summer, you had to be very involved in the growing process because of our ex-
treme heat and extreme dry conditions.  A little bit of extra care paid off. 

The Division Grand Champion was David Germann with his entry of onions and the Division Reserve 
Champion was Jim Nephew with his homemade wine.    Master Gardeners who have worked the Fair for 
years were glad to have a winner chosen from the Home Products category.  We had many entries of 
peppers, okra, pomegranates, eggs, etc.   The pumpkins and squash were absolutely beautiful. 

This year we did something a little different.  Every time you worked a shift at the fair your name was put 
into a hat and, after the fair, participation drawings were held.  Suzanne Brown, Gail Johnson, Helen Grif-
fith and Dale Odvody each won a participation drawing prize. Overall the Master Gardeners put on a ex-
cellent show and I am sure next year will be even better.   We can achieve anything with everyone’s help.   
Submitted by Jeri Doyle, Chairman, Guadalupe County Fair.         

Photos by  
Jeri Doyle &  
Jerilyn Preston    
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Guadalupe County (aka Schertz) Community Garden  
 
GUADALUPE COUNTY COMMUNITY GARDEN – What?  You thought it had a different name?  Maybe 
Schertz Community Garden?  Not anymore.  With the new five year lease approved by the Guadalupe 
County Commissioners’ Court, we have changed the name.   

Please join us on November 12th starting at 3:00 p.m. for good friends and good food as we recognize 
the volunteers and contributors who have made the Garden such a success this year.  Bring your family 
and come tour the Garden.  We want to show how much we’ve grown and tell you about plans for next 
year.  RSVP requested.  

 A big THANK YOU to Paul Johnson, Texas Forest Service, who filled in for our missing speaker on Sat-
urday, Oct 22nd.  Paul’s presentation on the effects of the Drought on trees was wonderful.  After his lec-
ture, he spent time answering questions from the audience and then gave us an evaluation of our fruit 
trees in the Garden.  We plan to see more of Mr. Johnson so if you missed him this time, you can catch 
him next year.    

 

Updates from Ann Odvody 
9/30 -A group of blown over plants and strewn cardboard greeted us today.  The storm must have 
brought some strong wind as well as rain.  There was one inch in the rain gauge.  We harvested 38 lbs. 
14 oz. today.  This year 1,303 lbs. 12 oz. 

10/4 - This morning 58 lbs. 3 oz.  This year 1,361 lbs.15 oz.  Think we will get to 2,000 lbs. by the end of 
the year??  

10/8 - Lots of spaghetti squash today.  Harvested 64 lbs. 15 oz.  This year 1,426 lbs. 14oz. 

10/11 - We harvested 82 lbs. 9 oz.  this morning.  Think that is a record for us.  Year to date 1,509 lbs. 7 
oz.  Thanks to those of you who helped today.  You made it go much faster and the good company is 
always enjoyed. 

10/14 - The Boy Scouts have planted their beds and they look good.  Girl Scouts have cleaned out theirs 
and donated a volunteer crepe myrtle for the garden.  We harvested 22 lbs. 11 oz. today - this year 1,532 
lbs.  2 oz.   

10/18 - Thanks to all of you out helping this morning!  Since mornings are getting cooler, Friday we will 
go to Fall/Winter start time of 8:30.  Today we harvested 50lbx. 13 oz...this year 1,582 lbs.  15 oz 

10/21 - Today we brought in 34 pounds of produce.  This year 1,616 pounds 15 ounces. 

10/25 - First off..THANK YOU!! to all of you who came out and helped today ( and especially to Joe 
Bruno who made it so much easier).  A lot of mulch was placed down and it looks so much better.  We 
harvested 49 pounds 3 ounces of produce today, bringing us to 1,666 pounds 2 ounces this year. 

 

We entered eleven of our crops from the garden in the County Fair Horticulture 
Division and won third place with the watermelon, yellow crookneck squash and 
green beans and a blue ribbon.  Since the only ripe tomatoes in the garden were 
in the Girl Scouts bed, Ann and I harvested some and entered them in Girl Scout 
Troop 3316's name and they won the blue ribbon.  Good work ladies.  Photo pro-
vided by Dale Odvody 
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FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 

Dec 15 - Christmas Party 
Jan 19 - Bees and Honey Production - Mark Gretchen, local honey producer, will talk about bees and 
his honey business. 
Feb 16 - Toxic Landscape Plants - Paul Cox, botanist and former supervisor at The Botanical Gardens, 
will present a program about the poisonous nature of some of our landscape plants. 
Mar 15 - Square Foot Gardening - Andy Chidster who works for The Natural Gardener Inc., manufac-
turer of Lady Bug Products, will present Mel Bartholomew's method for growing more in less space. 
Apr 19 - Olive Tree Growing in Seguin - Joe Wait, local grower of olive trees, will present a program 
about growing olive trees. 
May 17 - Using Herbs in Your Diet - Mary Dunford, owner of Nature's Herb Farm, will talk about how 
herbs can best be used in our diet. 

The Big Red Barn Ag Fair 
 

School Children learning about why we need a garden - they loved the herb garden and the kids were 
excited to see all the vegetables, they were surprised we grow all these in a small area.  This project is 
ongoing, but here is a sneak peek at what is going on. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
And new signs for the garden provided 
by Gina Mullen.  Photo by Linda Bruno. 
 

Weinert Elementary Beautification Project  
 
On Saturday, October 22nd, a group of Master Gardeners worked on the Weinert Elementary Beautifica-
tion Project in Seguin.  Denise Jeffers was in charge and says, “A huge shout-out thank you to Hughlene 
Micheli for trimming the front and back of Weinert Elementary!  You made our school look so much bet-
ter.  You rock! “ 

Photos provided 
by Carol 
Calentine 
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Speakers Bureau 
Clara Mae Marcotte reported the following speaking engagements:  On October 9th Gina Mullen spoke 
to the 4H about the Junior Master Gardener Program. In January, Peggy Jones is doing a program on 
roses for the Nogales Garden Club and in February Betty Hughes is doing a program on dry flower ar-
rangements for the St. Paul Women’s Fellowship.   
 
Speakers, please let me know how many listeners are in each group, your subject, and when and where 
the talk is given.  Membership:  if you belong to a club that needs speakers, please contact me, Clara 
Mae Marcotte, at rcm.marcotte@gmail.com. 

Members in Service 
 

Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term -Gail Johnson; Jim Johnson, Alternate 

One Year Term - Deedy Wright; Pat Schultze, 
Alternate 

Project Evaluation Committee 

Gillian Siemens, Barbara Gettig, Janice Knobles 

Membership Outreach Committee - Merv Cook 

Speakers Bureau - Clara Mae Marcotte 

Guadalupe County Community Garden Operating 

Committee 

Linda Bruno, Holly Christian 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

2011 Guadalupe County Fair - Jeri Doyle 

New Member Support - Bob Teweles 

Hours Reporting - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Notification - Dale Odvody & Beth Zies 

Refreshment Coordinator - Ryla Cottingham 

WebSite Photo Album - Jerilyn Preston 

Class 23 Coordinator - Jose Antonio Contreras 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 

August meeting refreshments were 
provided by Janice Knobles, Barbara 
Gettig, Gretchen  Ricker, Joyce 
Friesenhahn and Betty Hughes.  The 
drawing of $27 was won by Gina 
Mullen.   Barbara Gettig won the gift 
certificate.  Judith Johnson won the 
table bouquet donated by Joyce 
Friesenhahn.  

DUES INCREASE & NEW BY-LAWS APPROVED 
Due to the requirement for each member to have a background check beginning next year which will cost 
$10 every 3 years per member, as well as the need to provide liability insurance for Board members,  the 
Association, at the October meeting, voted to raise the dues to $20.00 per year beginning January 1, 
2012.  In addition the new By-Laws were approved.   

Jeri Doyle Awarded 
Grand Champion Ribbon 
For Work as Fair Chair 

Photo by Linda Bruno 
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MEMBER NEWS 

 

Welcome back, George.   
We missed you! 

The Wandering Gardner  -  Marilyn Moltz  

International Master Gardener Conference (IMGC) - Charleston, WV  

  

     The 2011 International Master Gardener Conference was held October 11-14 in Charleston, WV.  I 
was one of 17 Texas master gardeners and we were part of over 1000 attendees representing 43 states, 
2 Canadian Provinces and a delegation from South Korea.  Keynote speakers were Anna Ball, CEO of 
Ball Horticultural Co., Joe Lamp’l, host of Fresh from the Garden on DIY network, and Rick Darke, au-
thor, photographer and landscape designer.  All speakers were very informative, interesting and enjoy-
able.  The conference offered pre and post-conference tours and daily break out sessions.  I only at-
tended break out sessions as I did area tours on my own.  All of the sessions I attended were informative 
and most could be used in any area of the country. 
     Charleston is the state capitol and the town offers a variety of sights to see and things to do.  We vis-
ited a glass blowing factory, the radio and television museum, Fenton glass company, and took a scenic 
drive along the Ohio River.   During the weekend prior to the conference the Doo Wop Classic car show 
was held in Charleston and there were over 800 cars parked along the street which runs along the Ka-
nawha River.  We were about 2 weeks too early for full fall color but the trees were beginning to turn  
colors. 
      The next IMGC will be held September 7-14, 2013.  It will be hosted by Arkansas but will be an Alas-
kan Cruise.  There will be a website up within the next 2 months with more information on the cruise/
conference.    Article & Photos by Marilyn Moltz 830-914-2975 

Photo by Linda Bruno 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Other Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Master Gardener Office Monday, from 9 a.m. to noon.  Except for federal holidays, the Master 
Gardener office is open at the Extension Building at 210 East Live Oak.  Email Betty Hughes, 
ehughes5@satx.rr.com  for more information.   
 
KWED Lawn & Garden Show broadcast heard live every Saturday morning from 9:15 to 10.  Call Bob 
Grafe at 830-743-3399 or Janet Grafe at 830-305-1446 to volunteer or to suggest a topic or speaker. 
 
Meeting Refreshments - sign up at the next meeting  - and we need a chairperson! 
        
Speakers Bureau -  page 10   
 
Guadalupe County Community Garden  - Contact Ann Odvody   odvodyd@swbell.net   
        
GC Finance Flower Beds -  Contact Carol Mycue  camycue@satx.rr.com  
 

Green Team -  Contact Hughlene Micheli   clifmic@axs4u.net  
 

Big Red Barn Fall Garden - Contact Susan Casto sscasto2@aol.com  
 
Gutierrez Park - Contact Tammee Trawick  ttrawick@sbcglobal.net               

Volunteers 

Do You Need some Volunteer hours? 

You only have 1 more month to get in your volunteer time. 

Contact Carol Calentine on any Volunteer signups or questions at carolc@co.guadalupe.tx.us 

The Guadalupe County Master Gardener Association 
Is a 

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

REFRESHMENT SIGNUP VOLUNTEER 

Master Gardener volunteer needed.  Contact Carol Calentine, carolc@co.guadalupe.tx.us   We need to 
find someone to replace Ryla Cottingham to coordinate refreshments for the monthly meetings, begin-
ning in January 2012.  We have a template Ryla has put together in Microsoft Word that has been helpful 
to her.  We can help get someone started at the next monthly meeting for sign ups.  This volunteer posi-
tion would be for a period of  one year.  Thanks again to Ryla for a wonderful job and Betty Hughes for 
her help! 
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San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo 
       It may amaze some of you that many of our volunteer hours are actually performed in other counties.  Close 
to 10% are performed working for the education opportunities provided by the Bexar County Master Gardeners at 
the San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo and the San Antonio Botanical Center.  They have great displays in the 
Texas Experiences building, which we of Guadalupe County Master Gardeners have had a principle part in con-
structing and manning for several years.  And of course, there are a myriad of programs going on at the San Anto-
nio Botanical Center.  We also have volunteers in Comal, Wilson, and especially Gonzales county where our mem-
bers have helped establish a new chapter of Texas Master Gardeners.  So we understand the needs and the vol-
unteer opportunities around us. 
     We are getting ready for the SASS&R and the San Antonio Livestock Exposition (SALE) folks have changed 
the rules of engagement for volunteers.  They now require all volunteers to sign a waiver of liability statement and 
have it notarized before you can step on the grounds.  So, if you want to work on the construction or in the MG 
booth or a Youth area or feed the workers, you need to sign the waiver of liability statement before you can even 
park in the parking lot or get on the van to the SASS&R grounds.  If your spouse wants to be a greeter/clicker, they 
have to sign the form also. 
     The good news is we have a notary in our midst.  Linda Heggy will be available at the November meeting early 
to have our members sign their waivers.  The prenumbered forms will be available to us for November's meet-
ing.  We'll start at 6:30 p.m. in the reception area next to Travis Franke’s office.   
     NOT MY RULES, I'M JUST THE MESSENGER.    Dale Odvody 

TOP 10 REASONS FOR BECOMING A MASTER GARDENERTOP 10 REASONS FOR BECOMING A MASTER GARDENERTOP 10 REASONS FOR BECOMING A MASTER GARDENERTOP 10 REASONS FOR BECOMING A MASTER GARDENER 

�                  10. Because dirty hands make for smart minds. 

�                  9. Because if you are a single man, the male to female ratio is totally in your favor. 

�                  8. Because, admit it, you always wanted to know the growth input ratio of a Chamaecyparus 

picifera ‘filifera aurea nana’ as compared to a metasequoiaglyptostroboides ‘ogon’. 

�                  7. Because someday you just knew you had to find out whether a tomato is really a fruit or 

vegetable. 

�                  6. Because you have an affinity for both horses***t and, more importantly, bulls***t. 

�                  5. Because the food at the meetings is soooo much better than at the PTA, the FDA, the 

FFA, the GCA, the GWA, and the AARP. 

�                  4. Because you take distinct pleasure in going to the local garden center and knowing more 

than that young punk who works there. 

�                  3. Because poison ivy doesn’t really itch that much. 

�                  2. Because it may be the only time in your life when you have the opportunity to man a 1-

800 hotline. 

�                  And the number one reason why you have become a Master Gardener:  

Because you have always wanted to help save the world 

 
This was a hit at the 2011 International Master Gardeners Conference attended by Marlyn Moltz.  Hope 
you enjoy it too.. 
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Fred’s RainbowFred’s RainbowFred’s RainbowFred’s Rainbow    

 
If you happen to glance at the labyrinth when you drive by Mosaic Community Church (1201 West Court 
Street), you may notice a splash of color beyond, against the West facing brick wall that formerly was the 
Sunday school wing of the Church.  These days, that wing houses the Medical and Dental offices of the 
Community Health Clinics of South Central Texas, Inc.  We still use our sanctuary for regular worship, 
weddings, memorials and other community services; our Community Center is a meeting place available 
to many community based groups, including Master Gardeners.  
 
The two buildings are joined by a breezeway, with a brick walkway to the labyrinth.   The garden that we 
call Fred’s Rainbow runs the length of the walkway.    Fred designed the walkway and garden while we 
were building the herb and vegetable beds that flank the labyrinth.   For those of you who did not have 
the pleasure of knowing Fred Romero, he was a dedicated Master Gardener (Rainwater Harvesting and 
Irrigation Specialist), kind and friendly Pharmacist, doting father and the World’s Greatest Husband. 
After Fred’s passing, his friends and family worked to build what he designed.  He did not choose plants, 
so I settled on the rainbow theme because it symbolizes hope.  Most of the plants are perennials, ar-
ranged in bands of color from red to violet.  With mulch, drip irrigation and loving care, the garden has 
flourished all summer.  
 
Gardens are always about hope.  When we plant a seed we hope it germinates.  When we plant a rose 
bush, we hope it will bloom.   When all is frozen, we hope to see new growth in the spring.   When you 
look at this place, please remember it is not a place to remember Fred’s passing, but a place to celebrate 
hope. 
 
Please stop by any time.  All are welcome to enjoy the garden, labyrinth and peace. 
   Photo and Article by Elizabeth Romero, Master Gardener 
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Master Gardener Specialist Training Update 
 

Nov 16-18 (Wednesday - Friday) Greenhouse Management Specialist Training in Huntsville, TX 
 
For information on other training, see listings on the TMGA website http://txmg.org/for-members/
specialist-training-2010/ 

ANTIQUE ROSE EMPORIUM—San Antonio 

November 12th  - Saturday  Making Your Own Holiday Gifts: Easy Natural Beauty Products  with Marga-
ret Wolfshohl at 10:00am    

Old Fashion Roses and Perennials  
Nov 9 (Wed) 4 – 8 pm 

 
Dr. William ‘Bill’ Welch, author, professor, and outstanding speaker, will share his vast horticultural 
knowledge at Christ Lutheran Church at 6720 Broadway.  This event is open to the public and all Master 
Gardeners.  A $5 donation is very much appreciated.  Dr. Welch’s latest book Heirloom Gardening in the 
South co-authored with Greg Grant will be for sale ($30) and for signing.  Dr. Welch is also the author of 
Perennial Garden Color, Antique Roses for the South, The Southern Heirloom Garden,  and a contributor 
to numerous other publications including Southern Living Magazine. 

Tour Peterson Brothers Wholesale Nursery 
1630 Creekview Drive, San Antonio 

Nov 18 (Friday) 10 a.m. - noon   
 
Professor Jerry Parsons and Rodney Peterson will conduct a tour of Peterson Brothers Wholesale Nurs-
ery from 10:00 am till about noon. Come see one of South Texas’ largest wholesale plant growers.  This 
facility grows some of the prettiest poinsettias around as well as seasonal color and vegetable trans-
plants.  This tour will heighten your respect for what it takes to get such beauty ready for market.  We will 
start promptly at 10:00 am. 
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INTERNET CLASSESINTERNET CLASSESINTERNET CLASSESINTERNET CLASSES    

Earth-Kind Drought Preparedness.  Go to: http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/drought/  go 
through the entire section and complete and submit the On-line Evaluation to earn 2 Continuing 
Education Hours. 

Earthkind classes are available at http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/training/  

AgriLife is now charging $10 to take the Tomato 101 class found at https://agrilifevents.tamu.edu/events/
details.cfm?id=641 but it is well worth it. 

IMPORTANT NOTE 

Although GCMG policy is that you may not take over 3 credits a calendar year for on line courses, the 
board voted that, in this instance, we can take an additional 2 CEU’s over and above the 3 CEU limit for 
on line courses for the Earthkind Drought Preparedness.  

Gardening Events 

Poinsettias are Back!Poinsettias are Back!Poinsettias are Back!Poinsettias are Back!   
Yes....the annual poinsettia sale, with all proceeds going toward the Bexar County Master Gardener 
Scholarships for Horticulture Majors, is now underway.   We have beautiful, florist quality plants, in 4 col-
ors (6½” pots), and small 5” red plants available to order now for pick up at the BCMG office on De-
cember 9 and 10.   Orders must be placed by December 2nd.  Questions?  Call 210-467-6575 

Tour Children’s Vegetable Garden 
at San Antonio Botanical Garden, 555 Funston Place 

Nov 5 (Saturday) 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
 
Come and learn about making your home or community vegetable garden more productive and success-
ful. David Rodriguez will tour you around the very successful Children’s Vegetable Garden Program at 
the beautiful San Antonio Botanical Garden. David will guide you to a more productive and successful 
vegetable garden this fall, throughout the winter and next spring. Bring a notebook and plenty of ques-
tions. Limit 20.  Fee: $20. Please make your check payable to Bexar County Master Gardeners.  To reg-
ister, please contact programregistrar@sabot.org or Sasha Kodet at 210.207.3270 or sa-
sha.kodet@sanantonio.gov.  Participants must register by noon on Friday, November 4. 

The Southern Region MG Conference  

May 1-4, 2012  

Natchez, MS  

More information at http://msucares.com/srmg 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 
KWED Radio 

1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 

6 7 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
Open 
8:30-NOON 
 

GREEN TEAM 
9 am 

8 

GCCG Workday 
9 

Class 23 
Noon-4:30pm 
 
 
 
 

10 

 

GCMG  
Board 
Meeting 
 

 

 

 
 
O Full Moon 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

VETERANS 
DAY 

12   
KWED Radio 

1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 

 
GCCG 

Workday 
8 AM 

Appreciation 
Pot Luck 

3 PM 

13 

 
 

 

 

 

 

14 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 

 

15 

GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
 

16 

Class 23 
Noon-4:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 

GCMG 
Meeting 
7 PM 

18 

 
 

 

 

 
 

19 
KWED Radio 

1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 

 

20    21 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
GREEN TEAM 
9 am 

 
 
 

22 

GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
 
 

23 

 
 
 
 
 

24 

 
THANKSGIVING 

25 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

� New Moon 

 

26 
KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:15 a.m. 

 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

27 

 
 

 

 

 

28 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
 
 

28 

GCCG Workday 
 

 

 
 

30 

Class 23 
Noon-4:30pm 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc.    
210 East Live Oak St.210 East Live Oak St.210 East Live Oak St.210 East Live Oak St.    
Seguin, TX 78155Seguin, TX 78155Seguin, TX 78155Seguin, TX 78155    

 

    
Meeting, Thurs, November 17th, 2011, 7 P.M. 

AgriLife Extension Building 
210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 

 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic 
level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national origin. 

Elaine McIntyre, Editor 
(elaine@tindomorgans.com) 

 
Marilyn Moltz, The Wandering Gardener 

 
GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 

 
George Ammermann         President 
Bob Davis          President Elect 
Doug Biggs         Vice President 
Sandy Foss         Secretary 
Bob Teweles         Treasurer 
Linda Bruno         Education Chairman 
Peggy Jones         Publication Chairman 
Carol Calentine         Volunteer Chairman 
Jose Antonio Contreras      MG Training Chairman 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 


