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The Guadalupe Gardener 

PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER 

         Peggy Jones 
 
March is blowing in quickly.  
It is always breezy for Wil-
son County Gardening Day. 
March is planning and 
preparation month.  Plan-

ning our vegetable gardens and flower beds.  
Cleaning up the old and bringing in the new.  
Please spend a little time in turning in the old 
volunteer hours and planning your new volun-
teer opportunities. 
 
Enjoy this month’s newsletter.  Lots of good 
information.  Thank you Elaine McIntyre.  Our 
website continues to look good too.  Thank 
you Randee Malmsten.  These 2 ladies do a 
terrific job for us.  Please let them know how 
much you appreciate their time and effort. 
 
New information from Aggie Land - Did you 
know you can subscribe to a live feed for Up-
coming Events on the Aggie Horticulture web-
site. Just go to 
          www.aggiehorticulture.tamu.edu. 
Check out the News and Upcoming Events 
along with the Full Calendar of Events. 
 
 

I cultivate my garden, 
and my garden culti-
vates me. 
       ~Robert Brault 
 

 
March Meeting 

March 21st , 2013 - 7 PM 

 

Mar 21 - The Role of the Bumble Bee in Nature.  
The presenter will be Michael Warriner.  Michael is a 
member of Texas Parks and Wildlife. 

 

6:30 pm refreshments, 7 pm program, 8 pm meeting 

 

 Don’t forget  your name tag 

       —and plants for the plant exchange. 

Extension Service 
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February Meeting 
 
Gail Kiehn won the raffle and LoRa Dick, Bob Teweles, Walter Weber & Pat Schultze won prizes pro-
vided by our guest speaker, Ron Csehil. 

Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    

February Meeting Program - Drip Irrigation 

Jeff McKee introduced the GCMG speaker for the February meeting.  Ron Csehil is President of the Gar-
den Volunteers of South Texas, a Bexar County Master Gardener and co-author of Drip-line Gardening. 

Ron gave a slide presentation on the basics of drip-irrigation.  His system is 1/4 inch but stresses it could 
be adapted to a larger system such as ½ inch. He recommended starting with one bed or the garden and 
setting it up, and expand from there as you become comfortable with your system.  Among his many tips, 
a back flow preventer between the hose and the house. 

He discussed the parts required for the system, where to purchase them, types of products and how they 
fit together. Factors such as soil composition and types of plants impact the placement, frequency of 
emitters (drippers), size of your system and frequency of watering.  He suggested using a moisture meter 
after 2 hours of watering to determine how long to water.  Ron waters for 2 hours every three days. 

He showed how to set up a basic bed and explained his thoughts on placement of tubing.  He recom-
mends a shut off valve for every bed.  He said setting it up in an air-conditioned kitchen was not a bad 
idea on a hot Texas day.  Also allow the tubing to warm in the sun to help attach parts. 

When asked about cost he said the most expensive part is the timer which is about $30.  He said he re-
cently did two 12ft x 4ft beds for under $100. 

He also was asked about soaker hoses and he felt they were not consistent, calcify, are not UV resistant 
and last only about 2 years. 

Ron handed out a glossary of terminology, sources of suppliers and pictures of irrigation system parts. 

For on line assistance he recommended http://www.dripirrigation.com which has supplies, tutorials, kits 
and layouts.     Submitted by Sandy Foss 

Photos by 
Marvin Taylor 
& Sandy Foss 
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FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 

March –The Role of the Bumble Bee in Nature will be presented by Michael Warriner.  He is a member of 
Texas Parks and Wildlife 
April – No topic as of yet.  The speaker will be Liz Palfini, a member of Texas Parks and Wildlife. 

August- Dr. Rebecca Kelso will speak about avoiding skin damage from the sun.  She is with Alamo 
Heights Dermatology. 

The following article will fit right in with the February Meeting Program (see prior page). 
 

Drip Irrigation: Get Your Water's Worth 

By Brad Wier , Conservation Consultant for San Antonio Water System 

 

Drip irrigation delivers water to the root zone of your plants right where they need it and without all the 
extra spray that causes rampant mold, weeds, work and water waste. (Did we mention water waste?) 
With easy-to-use drip tubing and carefully spaced emitters, your landscape beds can be watered at a 
fraction of the cost of old-school sprinklers, but only if you use it correctly. 
For example, despite drip's efficiency, if you throw it down, turn it on and leave it running every day for 
the rest of the month, drip can use as much water as any water leak in the house.  
• During the newly revised Stage 2 drought restrictions, drip irrigation is allowed any day of the week 
but only between 7-11 a.m. and 7-11 p.m.  Note: Any day doesn't mean every day.  Plants only need one 
deep watering per week – about 45 minutes per drip zone in sun, or check with your irrigator for specific 
run times. 

• Check the system for leaks!  Because drip tubing lies on top of the soil, it can easily be repaired 
whenever fittings come undone. 

• If you are installing drip, get your water's worth by using tough plants that can withstand the heat. 
They'll love the water without being dependent on it for survival. 

Remember, drip is meant to promote conservation, not dependency.  Get the most from your investment 
by programming it correctly.  

GCMG Class 25 
 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners will conduct Class #25 in Schertz, Texas from August 7th through 
November 20th, 2013.  Classes will be held at Schertz United Methodist Church, 3460 Roy Richards 
Drive, on Wednesdays from 10 AM to 2:30 PM.  The program will include over 50 hours of instruction on 
plant biology, soil science, plant propagation, tree care, vegetable gardening, landscaping, lawn care and 
much more.  Upon graduation from the class, students will qualify as Master Gardener Interns.  Cost of 
the program is $190 and includes a personal copy of the Texas Master Gardener Handbook.  More infor-
mation can be obtained by contacting Robert Teweles at  rteweles@att.net  or by phone at 210 289-
9997. 
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City of Santa Clara  
Rose Workshop 

 

 

The city of Santa Clara offers topics of interest to 
their community free of charge every third Tues-
day of the month at Santa Clara City Hall, 1535 N. 
Santa Clara Rd north of FM 78.  On February 
19th Peggy Jones spoke to 23 people on the 
timely subject of “Growing Roses”.  Peggy is the 
current president of the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners and a member of the San Antonio 
Rose Society. 

IMPORTANT 
 
To the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners Membership:  
 
Our Policies and Procedures Manual details how our meetings should be conducted under Section X 
Meetings.   

 
i. The meeting start time is 7:00 p.m.  
ii. A guest speaker is scheduled to start shortly after 7:00 p.m. unless there is some business that 
needs to be accomplished first. 
iii. A brief social follows the lecture. 
The regular monthly business meeting will be held after the social. 

 
The Board of Directors are proposing that this section of the Policies and Procedures Manual be re-
moved to allow more flexibility in how the meetings are conducted.  

 
With such a large organization the brief social after the program has been taking way too long. Our meet-
ings are attended on average by 60 to 75 people.  With so many trying to get through the food line; then 
to follow with the meeting; it is pushing our meetings very late into the evening. We are proposing that 
the social begin at 6:30pm, start the meeting at 7pm with the speaker as we have been doing, then con-
tinue into the business meeting.  This will hopefully conclude our meeting at a more reasonable time.  
 
These changes will need to be voted on at the March 21st Membership Meeting. Changes and amend-
ments may be approved by a simple majority of members present. 
      Peggy Jones, President 
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Junior Master Gardener Program 
LoRa Dick reporting 

 

Matt Miranda, Guadalupe County AgriLife Extension, has extended an invitation to the GCMG to give 
short 10 minute presentations on square foot gardening to elementary classes when he goes to set up 
the extension education program, “Hatching in the Classrooms”.  Matt talks to the kids about an incubator 
he brings for hatching chicks right in the classroom.  While he sets up the incubator, a master gardener 
gives an introduction to square foot gardening using the demonstration box.  I did this at Weinert Elemen-
tary School and it worked pretty well.  The teachers were taking pictures of the demonstration and were 
impressed at the number of plants you can grow.  There will be around 6 or so opportunities to present 
with Matt.  Since many classes are also starting plant units during spring, this is a perfect time to intro-
duce this!  I have developed scripts for 5, 10, 15, or 20 minute demonstrations for classes.  The idea is to 
give a brief introduction and then come back to the class for a follow up with more detailed activity. 

I met with Delta Kappa Gamma Seguin Chapter at Rodriguez Elementary School.  I spoke to approxi-
mately 30 women regarding square foot gardening and our MG initiative to develop youth gardens.  I 
used the demonstration box and gave a 20 min talk.  I am looking forward to meeting with teachers at 
Rodriguez to help develop their gardens and will let you know what they need.  Currently I am working 
with a liaison to the school and will know more in the future.  We are looking for a couple of master gar-
deners who would be interested in working with teachers to get them started. 

Last week Pat Turner, Iris Seale, and I met with Seguin Outdoor Learning Center’s director, Pat Bow-
men, to discuss plans for developing a youth garden at the SOLC facility.  They are already starting it 
and are looking for volunteers to come in once a week to help rock it along. 

Good news is that we have had a lot of activity in developing square foot gardening through the JMG 
program. 

Jan 24 - JMG committee met to develop the teacher workshop in July of 2013 (4 attending).  A ten-
tative plan was outlined and speakers are being requested.  Matt Miranda was there and also listed 
the success of the Toby Conner Ag Fair in Cibolo.  From the polled teachers and their classes over 
75% of the improvements and praise went to the gardening demonstration!  This year we developed 
an interactive square foot gardening script that helped kids really visualize and participate in square 
foot gardening (even while inside).  The teachers were really able to jump in and help the kids with 
the math for area and capacity of plant production.  We were very pleased at how well it was re-
ceived.  Matt Miranda has also advocated increasing the tour times at the Big Red Barn’s Ag Fair, 
which was approved.  Further scripts are being developed for outside as well as inside demonstra-
tions, small 5- 10 min. demonstrations that can be presented by 4-H youth, and very short demon-
strations that can be given in conjunction with other Agrilife presentations such as school nutrition 
and Hatching in the Classrooms. 

Jan 28th - I presented to the Big Red Barn Board meeting (approximately 7 members) informing 
them about the use of the square foot gardening table built by Jim Rand.  I told them about the ef-
forts to draw awareness and train teachers about square foot gardening, as well as initiatives to try 
to coordinate gardening activities, and invite classes to come out to sponsored activities, demonstra-
tions, and harvest at the garden.  Finished all but a few touches on the demo boxes that can be 
taken into classes 

Feb 13th - I met with the Hays Agrilife Extension’s Education Coordinator on using square foot gar-
dening demonstrations in the class rooms and developing the teacher’s workshop for this summer. 
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Seguin Finance Center Workday 
February 16, Saturday, 9 am 

 
There were three dedicated GCMGs at the work day at the tax office Saturday, Feb. 16th:  Peggy Jones, 
Hughlene Micheli and Pat Schultze.  Hughlene and Pat weeded and Peggy pruned the roses.  It now 
looks great! 

Big Red Barn 
Reported by Gretchen Richter 

 
On February 22nd, volunteers worked to prepare beds for spring planting and had a planning meeting to 
create garden layout at the Red Barn.  Stan Wieding tilled in the winter rye grass and the other two plots 
just as the last of the lettuce and carrots were harvested.  Planting starts next week. 
  
Photos below, left to right, top to bottom:  Winter rye before harvesting, Stan – tilling in the rye grass, last 
of the carrots, Pam Turner prepping the beds, Diane Lippe & Karen Wallock building mounds for pole 
beans.  Photos provided by Gretchen Richter. 
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Texas Master Gardener Association Meeting Summary 
February 2, 2013 

Notes by Cindy Martin 

The Handout Packet contains extensive information about this meeting and the powerpoint is on the web page. 
General information: 

Awards applications must be received by midnight February 15th. That means in the hands of TMGA, not just 
postmarked. 
All Master Gardner chapters must adopt the same website format as the State website by the end of May. 
Contact to help with this is Ron Williford from Comal County. Mastergardener.rw@gmail.com 
Information regarding the 2013 and 2014 Conferences was discussed but nothing of significance. 
The state organization is working on some alternate ways to train Master Gardeners. Some online courses, 
social media and distance learning etc. More to come on that later. 
There is a change in the requirements for Specialist Training beginning with any new training. 
The number of hours of training has increased from 8 to 16 
The number of volunteer hours required has increased from 15 to 20 hrs. 

Financial/tax presentation: 
All documents and powerpoint on state website under the members only tab 
The non-profit exemption relates only to federal taxes and not to local sales tax 
Every charter must file one of three types of forms to the IRS 
Charters that have gross receipts of less than $50,000 must file a 990Ne postcard (electronic) no later than 
midnight February 15th. No immediate penalty but late filing is the same as not filing. Failure to file for 3 con-
secutive years results in the loss of non-profit status and a new application must be done to reinstate this 
designation. 
As a Charter under the state umbrella, we file as follows: 
Organization legal name= Texas Master Gardener Association , Inc. and DBA (doing business as)= Guada-
lupe Master Gardener Association the forms for this filing (1023 Application for Exemption ) can be found on 
the state website. 
There is a local EIN for us to use. Do not use the state association EIN 
If an association pays more than $600 dollars to any one person/vendor within a fiscal year, the organization 
must get a W9 from that person/organization and we must provide that person with a 1099-Miscellaneous 
form before January 31 and must file this form with the IRS no later than February 28th. (this is to insure that 
the person/vendor is paying taxes on that income and to insure that this person is not an employee of our 
organization.) 
It is recommended that we automatically get a W9 form for anyone we write a check to, no matter what 
amount. 
Contemporaneous documentation is important. Do the forms when the check is written rather than try to go 
back at the end of the fiscal year. 
If we provide cash or gifts (of any amount) to any member of our organization or other volunteers in apprecia-
tion of their contributions or any other reason, then this person is considered an employee of the organization 
and this triggers a different set of obligations for filing. 
Officers are considered employees under this tax structure and any money paid to them must be reported as 
income to them.  This also triggers a different requirement to file. 
Donations: If someone gives us a “donation” and receives any goods or services in return,  the person can 
only get credit for the amount between the cash value of the item and the amount of the donation.  Example, 
a person gives us a donation of $100 at one of our events and gets a tomato plant valued at $5, the receipt to 
them for tax purposes will list the amount of the donation as $95. Most likely impacts how we set up our re-
ceipts.  There is information about “unrelated business income” that could result in loss of non-profit status. 
Basically, it means that any activity that generates revenue must be consistent with our primary purpose. 
     (Continued on following page)                     
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Join the Master Gardeners Every Saturday Morning 
on the Radio!!!! 

Here are the KWED Lawn & Garden shows for March. 

March 2 – Local Gardener Hazel Mondin - Growing Tomatoes and Peppers (the two favorite plants 
of home gardeners!) 

March 9 – Shane Dunford from Nature’s Herb Farm in San Antonio - Using and Growing Herbs 

March 16 - Ryla Cottingham - Water Catchment & Composting with Dave Elder. 

March 23 – Ladybird Johnson Wildflower Center Plant Conservationist Minette Marr - Enjoying 
Texas Wildflowers 

March 30 – Master Gardener Larry Taylor - April Gardening Checklist. 

What a lineup.  Don't miss it.  Set your radio dial on 1580 on Saturday mornings at 9 am. 

If you have any suggested topics or would like to volunteer to be on the program, please contact the 
KWED Lawn & Garden Show scheduler, Janet Grafe at 830-305-1446 . 

(Continued from preceding page)            
Example, we sell hotdogs at one of our events as well as plants. We make so much money on hotdogs that 
we decide next time to not sell plants and only sell hotdogs. That would be considered unrelated business 
income. Very bad. 
While there is no requirement for smaller groups to use the long form, the state recommends that we look at 
it. This will give us more information about what is expected of an organization and could help us determine if 
there is anything we should be doing that we are not. 
Reference: Stayexempt.org 

 
Lazy Gardener’s Workshop  

 

On Saturday, February 2nd, Master Gardeners, Helen 
Griffith, Joyce Friesenhahn, Peggy Jones; and Intern, 
Diane Lippe helped man the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardener booth at the Native Plant Society’s Lazy Gar-
dener Workshop.  
                     Photos by Deedy Wright’s granddaughter. 
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San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo  
 
Monday and Tuesday promised to be the busiest days of the construction process.  Saturday, we had 
Juvenile Probationers come in to move and install stone borders and haul and rake in bark mulch for 
the flower beds.  Early Monday and Tuesday the flowers and trees were delivered, unloaded from the 
trucks, watered in, and sorted to the areas for planting.  Planting consisted of digging an opening in the 
mulch, placing the plant with its plastic pot in the opening and filling it in.  Trees were carried to their 
designated location, the pots wrapped in burlap and mulched in to make a more natural setting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With construction completed, the Rodeo began.  There were lots of staffers at the booth like Nick Fran-
zen and Don Hilbert pictured.  And of course the annual rodeo tomato (see below) which as usual 
quickly sold out daily.  Photos by Patti Zgabay. 

Rodeo Tomato  
 

The following articles cover this year’s Rodeo Tomato: 
http://www.mysanantonio.com/living/article/Tygress-tomato-rides-into-town-4263730.php 

 
http://content.clearchannel.com/cc-common/mlib/1229/02/1229_1360336401.pdf 

Note the New 
Guinea Impatiens.  
Aren’t they beautiful! 
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REFRESHMENTS FOR JANUARY MEETING 
The wonderful refreshments were provided by: Don Hilbert, Lynn Pfullman, Cecelia Cook, Jeff McKee, 
Betty Hughes, Treva Hicks, Joyce Johnston, and Beth Zies. Thank you all very much! 
March 21, 2013 refreshments will be provided by:  Jeri Doyle, Gail Kiehn, and Cindy Martin. If anyone 
has any questions, please call or email me: hickslt@lycos.com.  I will be sending a reminder a week 
before the meeting.  
  Treva Hicks, Refreshment Volunteer Coordinator.hickslt@lycos.com 

Subscribe or Renew and Add to the GCMG Treasury 
To all of you Texas Gardener subscribers (or those of you thinking about subscribing), Texas Gardener 
has invited the GCMG to join their Fundraising Program.  For each subscription that goes through us 
(and yes that includes renewals), the GCMG will be able to keep 25% in its treasury.  Instead of sending 
your renewal notice and payment to Texas Gardener, make your check payable to GCMG and send it 
with your mailing address to 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 78155.  Give us your phone number too in case 
we have any questions and mark the envelope Texas Gardener subscription.  The GCMG will send the 
subscription on to the Texas Gardener for processing.  Rates are as follows:  1 year - $24.95; 2 year - 
$42.95; 3 year - $53.95.  Add an extra $8 on the one year renewal for the Annual Calendar.  You don’t 
have to be a Master Gardener to participate, so if you have friends that subscribe, tell them about the 
Fundraising Program.  Any questions?  Email jlbruno@gvec.net 

Speakers Bureau 

To all Speakers:  If you have email and or phone number changes please let me know. My email is 
hickslt@lycos.com 

January 28th LoRa Dick  gave a presentation at the Big Red Barn Board Meeting informing them about 
the use of the Square Foot Gardening table built by the late Jim Rand.  She told them about the efforts 
to draw awareness and train teachers about Square Foot Gardening and coordinate gardening related  
activites and student participation.  There were 4 board members attending. 

Feb 5th Lo Ra Dick gave a short demonstration on Square Foot gardening to 2 Kindergarten classes at 
Weinert Elementary School.  There were 30 students and 2 teachers.  

February 14th Lo Ra Dick  gave a presentation to the Delta Kappa Gamma Society Meeting at Rodri-
guez Elementary School to about 30 educators on the Square Foot Gardening and the JR MG Pro-
gram. 

February 12th Peggy Jones spoke at the Gonzales County MG meeting about “Roses”.  There were 21 
listeners. 

February 19th Peggy Jones spoke at the Santa Clara Civic Center monthly meeting on “Growing 
Roses”.  There were 23 listeners. 

February 19th Nancy Masterson gave a talk to the Nogales Garden Club about “NICE” (Natives Instead 
of Common Exotics Species).  There were 18 listeners. 

I want to thank everyone for all their hard work and please send any pictures that are taken at your 
presentations. 
    Treva Hicks, Speakers Bureau Coordinator 
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REMINDER 
If anyone needs a card from the organization for 
an illness or loss of a family member, contact  
Pat Schultze Secretary, 830-556-6751 or 

 e-mail clydepat6@aol.com. 

The Guadalupe County Master 

Gardener Association 
Is a 

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - Dave Elder - Jose Contreras Alternate 
One Year Term - Cindy Martin—Linda Bruno Alternate 

Project Evaluation Committee 
Gillian Siemens, Barbara Gettig, Janice Knobles 

Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden Operating Committee Linda Bruno, Holly Christian 

JMG Program Coordinator - Lo-Ra Dick 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

Hours Reporting - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Notification - Dale Odvody & Beth Zies 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Volunteer Chair Assistant -  Don Hilbert 

Guadalupe County Fair - Helen Griffith 

Historian - Gloria Saenz 

WebSite Photo Album - Jerilyn Preston 

Class 25 Coordinator - Bob Teweles 

Facebook Editor - Tracy Pingel 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 
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Newsletter Staff 
Editor - Elaine McIntyre    Distribution - Doug Biggs 
Proof Reader - Patti Zgabay   Wandering Gardener - Marilyn Moltz 
            Photographer - Marvin Taylor 

Polo Shirts 
 
If you ordered and paid for your GCMG Polo Shirt, but have not yet picked it up, they are available at the 
AgriLife Extension Office from Carol Calentine. 
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GUADALUPE COUNTY COMMUNITY GARDEN 
 

It’s Spring.  And this Spring brings some exciting changes to the Community Garden. 
 
The Guadalupe County Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas has already started work to put in a 
large demonstration bed at the front of the Garden.  They are gearing the plants to attract pollinators and 
monarch butterflies.  Keep an eye on your email for updates. 
 
We are also eagerly anticipating the new structure to be built for us by the San Antonio Division of Pulte 
Homes.  Pulte will be constructing a basic gazebo, large enough for our classes, with rafters and a metal 
roof.  They are also contributing a foundation of crushed granite for the area.  
      Linda Bruno 

 
Updates from Ann Odvody 

 
1/31 -Monday, we weeded the herb garden, not disturbing the  pea side. Toni Guiles went on to weed all 
around beds. Terri Viroust and Mary Bowe put up the metal  trellises on both of the entrances, and  it 
looks nice.  Bob Davis helped with that and then cleaned the Purple Martin bird house, said it was 
filthy.  Terri and Mary patched up some holes they found in the black plastic. The weather was nice this 
afternoon, but a little too windy to be dealing with moving cardboard.  We planted some more potatoes 
and got all the harvesting done for the week.  We had 19 pounds 3 ounces today, giving us a total of 46 
pounds 1 ounce this year. 
2/18 - It was another lovely spring day at the garden and both the plants and the gardeners are more 
than a little confused.  Is our Winter over??  We are planting as recommended, but if it remains this warm 
we will probably get nothing from the peas or lettuce.  Potatoes are up.  We cleared out the fall planting 
of broccoli and designated the empty bed as Mary's corn patch.  New broccoli and cabbage transplants 
were put out last week.  We also have a volunteer cucumber or squash up in one of the beds.  Our har-
vest numbers for last week and today are as follows: Monday, 02/11/13,  3 pounds 9 ounces, Thurs-
day, 02/14/13, 7 pounds 8 ounces,and Monday, 02/18/13, 11 pounds.  The total so far this year is 81 
pounds 4 ounces. 

Texas Wildflowers 
 
As gardeners, we love them in the spring and we want them in our 
gardens and yards.  But in the pasture?  The website at  http://
essmextension.tamu.edu/plants/?collection=toxics has good photos of 
a number of Texas wildflowers that ranchers and farmers view as 
toxic.  Take a few minutes to go through the descriptions from a differ-
ent viewpoint.  Remember, if it is growing in the wrong location, it is 
still a weed. 
   Submitted by Linda Bruno  
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    

Volunteers for the Summer Social - June 20th 
 
We still need volunteers for the Summer Social.   June 20th is the date scheduled for the Summer Social.  
We need a Chairperson to be the Coordinator and assistants to the Coordinator and or Committee.  You 
do get volunteer hours for helping. 
    Treva Hicks, Refreshment Volunteer Coordinator  

February 23rd Ag Building Workday 

Photos by Marvin Taylor 

WANTED Chairperson for Gutierrez Xeriscape Park in Schertz 

We need a chairperson - or two co-chairpersons - for the Gutierrez Xeriscape Park, 1300 block of 
Borgfeld Road (which is across from the Animal Shelter), in Schertz.  The chairman’s responsibility is to 
schedule the 1st Workday in March using volunteers from Master Gardeners and The Key Club at Steele 
High School.  The Key Club is a great group of kids who assist master gardeners in maintenance of the 
bed area at the Park.  Workdays are usually called but weeding and watering can be scheduled and 
done on an individual basis.  Hardscape supplies will be provided.  Contact Carol Calentine, Volunteer 
Chair at 830 303-3889 or email ccalentine@ag.tamu.edu  
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  
Volunteer Opportunities March and forward 

 
Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 9am-noon except for holidays. Volunteers are always 
needed. The GCMG Library has exploded with the addition of all the books that George Ammermann 
donated.  (In addition to what we have in the GCMG Library, two boxes of duplicates were donated to the 
Gonzales Master Gardeners.)  GCMG needs more volunteers in the Office/Library to help sort all those 
books.  A big thank you to those who have already been busy sorting.  To house all these treasures 
GCMG ordered more bookshelves which Home Depot will deliver.  Talk to Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 
or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

Every Monday, Thursday and 2nd Saturday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden. 
Winter Hours 1 pm. Check with Ann Odvody for access at other times.  

Every Friday 9 am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn. Check with Gretchen Ricker for de-
tails.  

Policies & Procedures Manual Review Committee - See page 4 of the February 2013 issue. 
 

Saturday, March 2nd,  Booth at the Wilson County Gardening Day (9 am to 4 pm).  Huge Plant Sale in 
Floresville located at the Floresville Alternative School, 335 Alternative Lane.  The event will benefit the 
South Texas Alternative School Gardening Program and will be held on their school campus off Suther-
land Spring Road as you drive into Floresville going south on Hwy. 181.  Sponsored by Wilson County 
News, SAWS, KLUP Radio, & Milbergers Nursery. Guadalupe County Master Gardeners will be giving 
away seeds, free gardening information and spreading the word of GCMG. We still need 2 - 3 more vol-
unteers to cover 2 shifts. 
Saturday, March 2nd, Mosaic Community Garden (8:45 till noon).  1201 W. Court St., Seguin.  This pro-
ject involves planting, mulching and weeding around the brick walkway as well as supervising and work-
ing with TLU student volunteers. 

Saturday, April 27th, Earth Day in Seguin (8:30 to 2:30).  This is a huge event in Seguin at the square for 
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners.  We have reserved space that is 3 booths wide.  Now is the time 
to form a committee to start planning what we would like to do this year.  Please volunteer now. 

Saturday May 2nd, Ag Festival at the Big Red Barn (6 to 9).  Texas Agricultural Education & Heritage 
Center, Big Red Barn, 390 Cordova Road, Seguin.  Chairman and two assistants to set up display, work 
booth, pass out seeds, talk to people about plants and gardening, and possibly have a Jr Master Gar-
dener kit on display for teachers to see. 

 

If you would like to join in for the fun, please call Carol Calentine 830 303-3889 or email ccalen-
tine@ag.tamu.edu  

News from the Green Team:  we could seriously use some new volunteers - 
but then again, that's not new news.  We still meet on the 1st and 3rd Mon-
days of each month at the City of Seguin annex.  Call Hughlene Micheli 
830-379-5673 for more information. 
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Natchez Thornless Blackberry Named New Texas Superstar 
Excerpted from article by Robert Burns, 903-834-6191, rd-burns@tamu.edu 

 
Say “blackberry” today and most people will think of the smartphone 
first and the fruit second.  Like the phone, there is an upgrade avail-
able to Texas growers: Natchez thornless blackberries, one of the new 
Texas Superstar selections for 2013. 
 
Blackberries have a long history of being grown in Texas, and for 
good reason. The fruit is easy to grow and densely packed with anti-
oxidants, dietary fiber, vitamins C and K, and folic acid, as well as 
manganese, an essential mineral.  These were only some of the rea-
sons the Texas Superstar board has chosen Natchez thornless black-
berries as one of the 2013 Superstars.  Thornless blackberries aren’t 
as productive and flavorful as the thorned varieties, but Natchez, 
which was developed by a University of Arkansas breeding program, 
is the exception, producing large berries with lots of flavor. 
 

Texas Superstar plants undergo extensive tests throughout the state by Texas A&M AgriLife Research 
and AgriLife Extension horticulturists.  To be designated a Superstar, a plant must not just be beautiful 
but also perform well for consumers and growers throughout Texas. Superstars must also be easy to 
propagate, which should ensure the plants are not only widely available throughout Texas but also are 
reasonably priced.  Natchez easily fulfills all the basic Superstar requirements.  Like other blackberries, 
you plant them one year and they will fruit the next year. Typically, you establish them from root cuttings, 
which simply is a piece of the root.  Plant in mid-to-late January or early February, cover it with soil, and 
in the spring, it pushes up a shoot, and away you go. The fruit will ripen (next year) in late May to early 
June. 
 
There were no substantial common diseases observed in the Texas trials.  The fruit are elongated, 
somewhat blocky and very attractive with an exceptional glossy, black finish, and it stores well.  
Natchez’s fertility needs are not exceptional, about the same as other fruit plants.  Typically, we just need 
a nitrogen fertilizer. Although, if the soil pH is low, you can use a 3-1-2 (ratio) fertilizer, something like a 
15-5-10.  Like many fruit crops, blackberries should be planted where they have sunlight all day long.  
Only minimal bed preparation is needed as long as the soil is well drained. Control weeds as needed.  In 
many cases you could just dig a hole and set the cutting or container plant in and have success. 
 
One other thing to note is that Natchez is a semi-erect plant, which means it will need a trellis.  Depend-
ing on growing space, some growers may consider Natchez’s vigor a little excessive, but this is easily 
managed.  What a lot of people will do when they have excessive growth is to prune it, and when they 
do, that just makes it grow more. The best thing to do is just pinch the top out of it, which will typically 
slow it down. 
Texas Superstar is a registered trademark owned by AgriLife Research, a state agency that is part of the 
Texas A&M University System. More information about the Texas Superstar program can be found at 
http://texassuperstar.com/. 

Natchez blackberries are very 
large, averaging a third of an 
ounce each. (Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service 
photo by Dr. Larry Stein) 
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Gardening Events 

San Antonio Garden Center’s 25th Annual Spring Plant Sale 
March 22 & 23rd, 9 am – 4 pm 

3310 N. New Braunfels @ Funston by the Botanical Gardens 
  

The San Antonio Garden Center will hold it’s 25th Annual Spring Plant Sale March 22 & 23rd from 9 am to 4 pm.  
The Plant Sale is a major fundraising project of the San Antonio Garden Center which strives to create public inter-
est in conservation of plants and beauty spots and to promote dissemination of garden knowledge.  We strive to 
provide our customers with a variety of popular shrubs, landscape plants, bedding plants, succulents, cacti and 
herbs as well as a number of unique plants.  Knowledgeable members will help you to pick the perfect plants to 
enhance your yard.  A popular part of the sale is the Donation Station where members donate plants, bulbs, 
seeds, etc. from their gardens.  Our plants are selected from local growers with an objective that they will grow 
beautifully in our climate and soil. 
Admission is free and open to the public.  If you are planning an event, this might be the perfect time to check out 
our facility.  We are located at 3310 N. New Braunfels & Funston by the Botanical Gardens. Please contact the 
Garden Center if you have any questions at 824-9981.  Shop early for the best selection! 

Garden Tour to Washington DC in June 
 
JUNE 3-11 Dr. Welsh is leading  a garden tour to Washington D.C.!  He will visit Monticello, Mount 
Vernon, Williamsburg, and more. Please see the following link for information and spread the word to 
anyone interested.  https://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/  

2013 Texas Master Gardener Conference 
October 17 - 19 

http://www.2013tmgaconference.org/ 
 
Do you plan on flying to McAllen, TX for the 2013 Texas Master Gardener Conference? If so, please 
use PROMO CODE: 99H3AD for a group discount. Follow link for more info. 
http://www.aa.com/homePage.do  

Spring Plant Sale at San Antonio Botanical Garden 
March 11 - 15 (Mon-Fri)  

SAWS Spring Bloom Event 
Saturday, March 9th 

Spring is in the air!  SAWS will be hosting their annual Spring Bloom event from 9:00 A.M. until 1:00 P.M. 
on Saturday, March 09 in front of SAWS Main Office at 2800 U.S. Hwy 281 North in San Antonio.  This is 
a great event with lots of organizations represented.  Make plans to come out and support SAWS pro-
grams!    
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Is It Bees in My Tree? 
 

Chances are, if you've seen a big ball that looks like a huge hive up 
in your tree, you do not have bees.  You actually have Mexican 
Honey Wasps! 

The news has been abuzz lately about homeowners scared to fits of 
bees nesting in their trees.  Well, these are not bees, these are very 
small (5-7mm) wasps, more the size of a house fly than a bee and 
non-aggressive.  If you see the actual wasps, they cannot be mis-
taken for bees.  They are not hairy, much smaller, nearly all black, 
and have non of the markings of a bee. 

Mexican honey wasps, Brachygastra mellifica, are a social wasp that builds paper nests in the canopy of 
trees and shrubs.  They are native to Texas and range from Texas to Nicaragua.  There are 16 different 
species of Mexican honey wasps, however only one has been reported in Texas.  

Colonies can become quite large, containing up to 18,000 wasps, and can cause concern when home-
owners spot the large basketball or football shaped nest attached to the branches; however, they are 
non-aggressive wasps and often live peacefully with their human neighbors.  If you climb up into the tree, 
throw rocks at it, squirt it with the water hose or something else disruptive, of course they are going to get 
irritated and your chances of being stung will increase.  But mowing, closing the car door or other regular 
activities largely go unnoticed by the wasps. 

Mexican honey wasps are considered beneficial insects, much like honey bees.  They are nectar gather-
ers, pollinators, and have been known to predate upon harmful insects such as the Asian citrus psyllid 
that causes citrus greening in citrus.   

These are very interesting wasps and one of those insects that I tend to suggest: "live and let live." Also, 
contrary to the news reports, the nests are extremely well built and it would take a near tornado force 
wind to knock it out of the tree along with the branches it has been built around. 

     Received from Bexar County Entomology 

The Gonzales Master Gardener 3rd Annual Plant Sale  
Saturday, March 23, 8:30 AM until 1:00 PM. 

Texas Heroes’ Square, Gonzales 
 

Hundreds of plants will be available for purchase propagated and grown by the master gardeners as well 
as other local growers.  Master Gardeners will be present to answer questions, offer suggestions, and 
give advice on the various plants being sold.  Other activities include a silent auction and food and drink 
will be available for purchase.  Proceeds from the silent auction and the sale of plants will be used to 
continue improvements at the Eggleston House Children’s Garden, 623 Fair Street and other ongoing 
community projects and educational programs.  For more information, contact Cindy Turner at 830-263-
1363. 
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Guadalupe County (Schertz/Seguin) Chapter 
 Native Plant Society of Texas 

 
On Tuesday, March 12th, the program will be presented by Mark Peterson, forester and conservation 
planner for the San Antonio Water System (SAWS).  Mark will present “Go Green in the Shade with wa-
ter-saving Plants and Shrubs”. 

The Guadalupe County Chapter meets the second Tuesday of the Month at St John’s Lutheran Church, 
FM 465, Marion, TX. 

There will be a plant/seed exchange and welcome at 6:30 pm followed by the program at 7 pm. 

It is open to the public and visitors are welcome. 

For more information, directions to St. John’s Lutheran Church, or membership applications, contact our 
website at: www.npsot.org/wp/guadalupe 

 

The Association of  Specialty Cut Flower Growers  
March 3&4 Texas Specialty Cut Flowers in Blanco, Texas 

 
Hosts, Frank and Pamela Arnosky, are legends in the American cut flower world.  Join us for an on-farm 
meeting to see firsthand their production methods, in hoop houses and in the field.  Learn about harvest 
and postharvest handling of a huge variety of crops.  You’ll come away with more information from this 
one-day session than you’d ever believed you could.  Please contact Linda Twining at (440)774-2887 for 
more information and registration  

Texas Superstars - by Jerry Parson 
SAGC Meeting, Saturday, March 6, 9:30 am 

Dreaming of planting your Spring garden?  Join us at the San Antonio Garden Center’s monthly meeting 
March 6th beginning at 9:30 am to hear speaker Jerry Parson talk about his beloved Texas Superstars.  
The meetings are free and anyone interested in gardening is welcome and urged to join the Members at 
Large.  The Garden Center is located at 3310 N. New Braunfels, next to the Botanical Gardens. 

Jerry Parson’s PH.D., often known as “the Answer Man,” will be the speaker.  As the horticulture special-
ist with the Texas Cooperative Extension in San Antonio, Parson is responsible for educating and enter-
taining the Alamo City about the new  plants called “Texas Superstars” which he helped test and bring to 
the market.  These plants were tested to do well in our South Texas climate of little water and hot sum-
mers.  For example, Greg Grant, Texas plants man extraordinaire, introduced a new type of petunia that 
could take our torrid conditions which is called ‘Laura Bush’ petunia - one of the first Texas Superstars.  
Join us to find out more about “Texas Superstars” to use in your spring garden. 
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San Antonio Botanical Garden Educational Offerings 
    

Vegetable Gardening for Newbies of San Antonio & Surrounding Areas.  Saturday, March 2 from 
10:30 am - 12:30 pm.  Are you new to vegetable gardening in Central and SouthTexas?  It can be a 
challenge and may at times be difficult; however, come visit with Horticulturist David Rodriguez of the 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service and he will guide you through simple basic procedures and con-
cepts that will help lead you on the correct path to being a successful gardener.  Class Fee: $20. 
 
Plant Propagation.  Thursday, March 7 from 9 am - 11 am.  Learn the techniques our horticulturists 
and volunteers use to propagate plants in the Garden.  Participants will make their own cuttings to take 
home and have the opportunity to explore the greenhouse and purchase some of the beautiful plants 
expertly cultivated by the SABG Plant Sale Volunteers (exact cash or check only).  Most plants are $8/
gallon.  Instructor: Stephanie Jones.  Class Fee: $20. 
 
Curb Appeal.  Sunday, March 24 from 2 pm - 4 pm.  Come home to a house that gives you a hug! 
Horticulturist Hallie Lopez will teach several simple steps to creating a colorful home landscape with lots 
of curb appeal for under $500. Class Fee: $20. 
 
Texas Tough Landscapes Series, Sponsored by SAWS. Class Fee: $10 (. Includes admission to the 
Garden).    What to Plant and Where.  Friday, Mar 1 or Saturday, Mar 16 from 10 am - 12 pm.  This 
class will give you a plan to have your entire garden ready for the year.  Learn about frost dates, which 
plants will survive in our area, using compost and mulch in your garden.  What to say to your Landscaper 
or Irrigation Company. 
 
Native Plant Walks.  Come explore the Texas Native Trail with a Master Naturalist!  Meet at 10:00 am at 
the Carriage House. 

Friday, March 22 East Texas 
Saturday, Apr 13 South Texas 
Friday, May 17 Hill Country 
Friday, June 14 East Texas 

 
For more information visit www.sabot.org  

Master Gardener Specialist Training Update 
 
March 25, 26, 27 Irrigation Specialist Training will be taught in Bexar County by Dotty Woodson in Bexar 
County for master gardeners from all across Texas.  Cost is $200.  For more information on the course 
see http://txmg.org/training10/specialist/irrigation-efficiency-bexar-county/ .  If you are considering taking 
this course, contact Vince Vita at Vince.Vita@bexarcountymastergardeners.org 
 
April 26, 27 Plant Propagation Specialist Training in Tarrant County (Fort Worth).  Cost $195  For more 
details see http://txmg.org/training10/specialist/plant-propagation-tarrant-county/ .  
For information on specialist training, see listings on the TMGA website http://txmg.org/for-members/
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Growing Roses in Containers and Old Garden Roses 
March 11th - 7 PM 

San Antonio Garden Center 3310 N New Braunfels @ Funston 
 

San Antonio Rose Society will meet on Monday, March 11th, at 7 pm at the San Antonio Garden Center 
3310 N New Braunfels @ Funston.  The program will be a two-part program: 
 
Growing Roses in Containers:  With our fast lifestyles and smaller yards, many people are searching for 
options to traditional in-ground gardens with their weeding and heavy digging requirements.  Or, as in Ed 
Bradley’s case, his desired plants have outgrown his gardening space.  Containers become a workable 
answer.  Ed will discuss the “Why” and “How To” use “Container Gardening” as a means of achieving 
desired results.  He will discuss type of containers, sizes, planting mediums/content, and general mainte-
nance requirements.  Ed will also have samples of the recommended products. 
 
Old Garden Roses  (sometimes called Antique Roses):  For the second part of our program, Randolph 
Blakeman will narrate a brief ARS presentation on the most popular of the antique roses.  OGRs have 
become the “rose of choice” for many rose growers due to their low maintenance needs.  Spring is the 
peak bloom time for many of these old roses.  With their traditional shapes, strong fragrances, and pastel 
colors, these beauties have garnered praise for a hundred and fifty hundred years or more.  Randolph is 
personally acquainted with many of the old roses and may be able to answer questions regarding old 
plants around your home. 
 
Meetings are free and open to the public. For more information go to www.sarosesociety.org 

Fanick's Spring Gardening Kickoff - March 9, 2013 
 

WOAI Home and Garden show - Starting at 7am to 10am 

Bill Rohde and David Rodriguez from the Agri-life Extension service will be broadcasting their live gar-
dening show in the morning. Come out to our free seminars going on throughout the day.  

Special weekend celebration is 20% OFF everything in stock on March 9 & 10, 2013. 

Come on out and spend the day with us!  

Antique Rose seminar - Starting at 9:30am to 10:30am - Robbi Will from the Antique Rose Emporium will 
teach you how to select and grow the historic antique roses.  These old fashioned roses are easy to care 
for and are super hardy.  Seminar is FREE  

Vegetable seminar - Starting at 10:30am to noon - David Rodriguez from the Agri-life Extension service 
will show you how to properly plant, grow and harvest your vegetables.  David has a ton of experience in 
gardening and would love to share his knowledge and passion for vegetables with you.  Seminar is free 
but any donation to the Children's garden is welcomed. 

San Antonio Rose Society - From 10am to 1PM - Members of the San Antonio Rose Society will be on 
hand at Fanick's to help you pick out, prune and give general care instruction to your roses.  Come see 
their beautiful rose displays from one of their many rose shows.  Love roses?  Ask about signing up to 
the San Antonio Rose Society and get involved with this rose growing club. 

Radio show. rose and vegetable seminars and 20% OFF everything in stock! 

You can't miss this spring kickoff celebration only at Fanick's.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 
Red Barn  
8 am 

2 

KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 
 

3 4 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30—NOON 
 
GCCG Workday 
1 PM 
Green Team -  8 am 

5 6 7 
GCCG Workday  
 
 
 

8 

 

Red Barn  
 

 

 

 
 

9 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m 
 
 
GCCG Workday. 

10 

 

 

 

Daylight 
Savings  
Time 
 

 

 

11 

Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
 
 
 
� NEW MOON 

12 13 14 

GCCG Workday 

 
GCMG  
Board 
Mtg  6:30 pm 
 
 

15 
 

Red Barn 
 

16 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 

17 

St Patrick’s 
Day 

18 

Master Gardener Office/
Library 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
Green Team - 8 am 
 
 

19 20 21 
 

GCCG Workday 
 

GCMG 
Meeting 
(see page 4) 

22 

Red Barn 

 

 

 

23 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m. 
 

24 

 

                   31 

 

 

 

 

      EASTER 

25 

Master Gardener Office/
Library 
 
GCCG Workday 
 

 
 

26 

 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 
 

27 

 

 

 

 

 
O FULL 
MOON 

28 
 
 
 
GCCG Workday 

29 
 

30 

KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m. 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 

 

March Meeting 
Thurs, March 21, 2013- 7:00 P.M. 

AgriLIFE Extension Building 
210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 

 
Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic 
level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national origin. 

 
Elaine McIntyre, Editor 

(elaine@tindomorgans.com) 
 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 
 
Peggy Jones         President 
Bob Davis          Past President 
Helen Griffith         President Elect 
Jeff McKee         Vice President 
Pat Schultze         Secretary 
Cindy Waechter         Treasurer 
Linda Bruno         Education Chairman 
Dave Elder         Publication Chairman 
Carol Calentine         Volunteer Chairman 
Bob Teweles         MG Training Chairman 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


