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The Guadalupe Gardener 

PRESIDENT’S 
CORNER 

 

July may seem like a 
slow month for us but 
perceptions can be de-

ceiving.  Our next MG class is just around the 
corner beginning August 7th.  Bob Teweles 
has lined up an outstanding agenda of instruc-
tors.  We are our own best advertisers.  So 
please help us spread the word. All the infor-
mation you need is in this newsletter (page 6) 
and on our website homepage. 

Planning for our participation in the Guada-
lupe County Fair that runs October 10-13 is 
in the works. Our publication notice for the GC 
Fair catalog has to be completed by July 9th . 

On Wed., July 17th the Schertz Family 
YMCA will hold a children’s summer camp 
adventure at our Guadalupe County Com-
munity Garden.  There will be about 15 chil-
dren and 3 counselors.  More details to come. 
Of course Master Gardener Volunteers are 
needed for these events. If you can help, 
please call or email me. 

Cindy Waechter has been hard at work. She 
proposed and the board accepted a Volunteer 
Recognition Program that begins this month.  
Details in this newsletter (page 7). 

Cindy has also been responsible for the re-
view of our Policies and Procedures Manual 
(PPM).  With her steadfast push, the board 
has completed and approved the updates for 
Chapters 1-7 of the PPM.  These chapters are 
the mainstay of our organization.  All we need 
                (continued on page 4) 

July 18th - 7 PM 
 

Speaker - Deedy Wright, “Fall Vegetable Gardening” 
 
6:30 pm refreshments, 7 pm program, 8 pm meeting 
 

Don’t forget your name tag - and plants for the plant 
exchange 

Extension Service 

Please consider inviting a friend or someone inter-
ested in gardening to our July meeting on July 
18th!  Deedy Wright will be speaking on "Fall Vegeta-
ble Gardening".  What could be a better topic and 
speaker to let others see Master Gardeners in ac-
tion!  Since our mission is horticultural education for 
the public, I think we should encourage greater public 
participation in our educational sessions.  If we need 
to find a larger room, we will!      Bob Teweles 
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Association NewsAssociation NewsAssociation NewsAssociation News    
June Summer Social 

All who attended our summer social had a great time.  Comments received were positive.  For example 
from Dave Elder:  “What a WONDERFUL job you and your crew did for the Social.  My ladies had a won-
derful time thanks to your efforts and hard work. Great, great job.”  Special thanks go to Carol Calentine 
for co-chairing the event. 

The “Busy Bee” theme was colorful and the food was plentiful and delicious.  A total of 62 members and 
guests attended.  Almost everyone went home with a door prize, plant or auction item.  Karen Wallock 
from Class 24 actually certified back in March, but finally got her certificate at the summer social.  The 
Silent Auction raised $248 for the George Ammermann Fund and plant donations were used as door 
prizes and also brought in $41. 

Special thanks go to Pat Schultze, Mary Bowe, Tony Guiles, Daryl and Mary Styblo, Sharon Delcambre, 
Treva Hicks, Marilyn Anderson, Pam Turner and Betty Hughes.  Thank you to Wal-Mart in Seguin for 
their contribution and to Johnny’s BBQ who gave us discounts on the meat.  Thank you also to all the 
GCMG board members for their help and support, and all the GCMG members who donated door prizes, 
plants, auction items and decorations.  I don’t want to forget to thank anyone who helped, so I will say a 
great big Thank you! to all!!!  Submitted by Joyce Friesenhahn, Chair 

Photos by Bill Jones 
and Daryl & Mary    Sty-

blo 

Marilyn Anderson did 
end up buying the bot-
tle of Cold Duck!  That 
is what we partied with 
in Big Bend. - Mary 
Styblo. 
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More 
Summer Social 

Fun 
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The Guadalupe County Master Gardener Association 
Is a 

VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

Speakers Bureau 

With the help of Silvia Christy of the Seguin Library and our own Diane Lippe we had a Basic Power 
Point Class on June 6th at the Library in Seguin. There were 9 members who took the class and I for one 
learned a lot.  You do get educational time for this class.  

Since there was a lot of interest in this area, I will coordinate another class with Ms. Christy, and she is 
also going to do a more advanced Power Point class at a later date, possibly August. Anyone interested 
in taking either class, contact me, Treva Hicks, Speakers Bureau, hickslt@lycos.com 

(President’s Corner continued from page 1) 

now is your approval.  Be on the lookout for the email with the proposed chapter changes.  Please be 
prepared to vote on the changes at the July 18th meeting. 

If you did not make it to the Summer Social you really missed out.  Joyce Friesenhahn and her team 
outdid themselves.  Not only was there great food and fellowship, wonderful decorations, door prizes and 
plants to buy; but a silent auction that raised funds for the George Ammermann Education Fund.  Many 
thanks to all. 
 

Gardening requires lots of water - most of it in the form of perspiration.  ~Lou Erickson 
 
Peggy Jones, 210 649-4002, pljones@swbell.net 

Important Vote Coming to Your July Meeting 
 
As announced in the January 2013 GCMG Meeting, your Board of Directors began the bi-annual review 
of the GCMG Policies and Procedures Manual with assistance from Jose Contreras, Dale and Ann Od-
vody, and Treva Hicks.  To date, the board has reviewed and is recommending changes to Chapters 1 
through 7.  Some of the changes are purely editorial, for example, changing the wording for clarity and 
understanding or changing from Texas AgriLife Extension Service to Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Ser-
vice.  Some of the changes actually change the current policies and procedures.  GCMG members will 
be receiving an email in the very near future highlighting the actual changes along with the rewrite.  Dur-
ing the July membership meeting, your President will call for discussion and a vote to approve the Board 
recommended changes.  Be sure to attend the July meeting and have your voice heard in defining the 
future of our organization. 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes, Chair 
 

The Master Gardener Office is open from 9 a.m. to noon on Mondays.  Esther Pinter, Ramonita Cardona, 
and Betty Hughes (joined this Monday by Treva Hicks) are there every week to work on whatever needs 
to be done to prepare for special events.  Sometimes it is packaging seeds for give-away, making copies, 
sorting and putting away things brought back from recent special events.  Lately it has been processing 
and filing the hundreds of books donated from George Ammermann’s library.  The books have to be 
listed on an accessions list on the computer, name plates applied and books filed properly when added 
to our current library collection.  Previously we culled out duplicates from George’s books and sent them 
to the Gonzales Master Gardeners.  We have two new bookcases to properly house George’s wonderful 
collection of horticulture books. 

We answer horticulture questions over the phone, but phone calls are very rare. 

We have finally received a nice flat screen monitor for our ancient computer.  Stella Ozuna of the Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) located just down the hall from our office kindly donated one to the 
MG office, and we were able to junk the old one.   Many thanks to Stella for her gift. 

Esther, Ramonita and I are trying to design and make ornaments for the Christmas Tree contest in Cen-
tral Park in December.  If anyone has ideas and/or supplies (like feathers) or samples, please contact me 
(830/401-4066) or email ehughes5@satx.rr.com.  Our theme for this year is All About Birds.  Any crafty 
persons can come and work on several ideas we have for owls & other birds, bird nests and bird 
houses.   

Opportunities for volunteers:  Anyone with computer skills can come on Monday and enter new book in-
formation into the accessions list on the computer.  Anyone who wants to work in the Extension Land-
scape can come anytime and pull weeds, cut back Lance Leaf Coriopsis, etc. 

Photos by Marvin “T” Taylor 
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FUTURE PROGRAMS 
August – Dr. Rebecca Kelso, “Preventing Skin Cancer” 
September – Open 
October – Open 
November – Paul Johnson with Texas A & M Forest Service, “Proper Tree Pruning” 
December – GCMG Christmas Party  

Subscribe or Renew and Add to the GCMG Treasury 
To all of you Texas Gardener subscribers (or those of you thinking about subscribing), Texas Gardener 
has invited the GCMG to join their Fundraising Program.  For each subscription that goes through us 
(and yes that includes renewals), the GCMG will be able to keep 25% in its treasury.  Instead of sending 
your renewal notice and payment to Texas Gardener, make your check payable to GCMG and send it 
with your mailing address to 210 E. Live Oak, Seguin, Tx 78155.  Give us your phone number too in case 
we have any questions and mark the envelope Texas Gardener subscription.  The GCMG will send the 
subscription on to the Texas Gardener for processing.  Rates are as follows:  1 year - $24.95; 2 year - 
$42.95; 3 year - $53.95.  Add an extra $8 on the one year renewal for the Annual Calendar.  You don’t 
have to be a Master Gardener to participate, so if you have friends that subscribe, tell them about the 
Fundraising Program.  Any questions?  Email jlbruno@gvec.net 

The Green Team will meet once a month on the first Monday at 8 am at the City of 
Seguin Annex on North River.  Call Hughlene Micheli 830-379-5673 for more in-
formation. 

GCMG Class 25  
 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners will conduct Class #25 in Schertz, Texas from August 7th through 
November 20th, 2013.  Classes will be held at Schertz United Methodist Church, 3460 Roy Richards 
Drive, on Wednesdays from 10 AM to 2:30 PM.  The program will include over 50 hours of instruction on 
plant biology, soil science, plant propagation, tree care, vegetable gardening, landscaping, lawn care and 
much more.  Upon graduation from the class, students will qualify as Master Gardener Interns.  Cost of 
the program is $190 and includes a personal copy of the Texas Master Gardener Handbook.  A link to 
the GCMG Class 25 Application Form can be found on the GCMG home page(see link below).  The ap-
plication deadline is July 20th.  Let’s all get behind this class - advertise it, promote it, and get people to 
sign up.  There are never enough Master Gardeners! 

More information can be found on our website (http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org) home 
page link "Master Gardener Certification Training 2013" or by contacting Robert Teweles at rtewe-
les@att.net or by phone at (210) 289-9997. 
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GCMG Implements New Volunteer Recognition Program Test 

Your Board of Directors had been hard at work implementing a new Volunteer Recognition Program which will be imple-
mented 1 July 2013 as an 18 month test.  Our thanks to Jose Contreras for providing the outline for this program.  Why, 
you ask, did the Board feel this was necessary.  GCMG is a Volunteer Organization whose purpose is to provide unbiased, 
high quality, relevant horticultural education and service to the people of Guadalupe County and the state of Texas through 
outreach, teaching and demonstration projects and to protect and conserve the natural resources of the state by teaching 
safe, effective and sustainable horticultural practices that promote the development of healthy gardens, landscapes and 
communities.  Recently, the organization has struggled in obtaining sufficient volunteers to work on our approved pro-
jects.  In addition, we'd like our volunteers to report their volunteer and continuing education hours on a regular and recur-
ring basis rather than waiting until the end of the year, which places a huge burden on our Hours Coordinator, who also is 
a Volunteer.  So, if you are a Certified GCMG and would like to participate in the first drawing, which be held at the 
monthly August membership meeting, for a $20 gift certificate to a nursery supporting the Master Gardener program, all 
you have to do is earn a minimum of five (5) Volunteer or Continuing Education Hours in July 2013 and report those hours 
to the Hours Coordinator, Dale & Ann Odvody, not later than 31 July 2013. Volunteer and Continuing Education Hours, 
to include travel time, earned by attending GCMG Monthly Membership meetings are not included in the required 
five minimum hours.  Following are the guidelines for the program. 

Purpose:  To encourage GCMG Master Gardeners to Volunteer and Report Volunteer Hours on a monthly basis. 

Test Period:  1 July 2013 – 31 December 2014.  The first monthly drawing will occur during the August 2013 monthly 
meeting based on hours earned during July 2013 and input received by 31 July 2013. The Board of Directors will evaluate 
the program at the end of the test period to determine implementation on a permanent basis. 

Eligibility:  Certified Texas Master Gardeners who report a minimum of five (5) Volunteer and/or Continuing Education 
Hours to the Hours Coordinator earned during the month by the last calendar day of the month are eligible for the following 
month’s Volunteer Recognition Drawing at the GCMG monthly membership meeting or social.  Volunteer and Continuing 
Education Hours to include travel time earned by attending GCMG Monthly Membership meetings will not be in-
cluded in the required five minimum hours. 

1. Hours may be reported via e-mail or mail or personally hand delivered to the Hours Coordinator. Hours re-
ported via e-mail must be date/time stamped by 11:59 PM on the last calendar day of the month. Hours re-
ported via mail must be mailed to the Hours Coordinator’s home address and postmarked by the last calendar 
day of the month.  Hand delivered hours may be given to the Hours Coordinator during the GCMG Monthly 
Membership meeting/social.  

2. GCMG Board Members, Interns, Students, Associate and Honorary members are not eligible to participate in 
the Monthly/Year-End Volunteer Recognition Drawing.  

3. Members do not have to be present at the monthly membership meeting/social to win. 

Monthly Volunteer Recognition Drawing:  
1. Five (5) names will be drawn each month.  
2. The first name drawn wins a $20 gift certificate from a local nursery supporting the Master Gardener program.  
3. All five (5) names drawn will be entered into the year-end grand prize drawing.  
4. Monthly winners are eligible for all succeeding months providing they meet the minimum eligibility require-

ments for each monthly drawing. 

Year End Volunteer Recognition Drawing 
1. GCMG will conduct two (2) Volunteer Recognition Drawings at the Christmas Social, the Monthly Volunteer 

Recognition Drawing for those who meet eligibility as of 30 November and the Year End Volunteer Recogni-
tion Drawing to include the five (5) names drawn in the December drawing.  

2. Except for the first year, the year-end drawing will consist of 60 separate entries, five entries for each of the 12 
months. A Certified Master Gardner could have up to 12 entries in the year end drawing providing they met 
the eligibility requirements each month and were one of the five names drawn during the monthly drawing.  

3. The year-end grand prize winner will receive a $150 gift certificate. 

Annual Program Cost:  The program will cost $250 in 2013 and $390 in 2014 and each subsequent year, if implemented 
on a permanent basis. 
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Guadalupe County Community Garden 

 
Updates from Ann Odvody 

 
6/3 - This is definitely a catch up posting.  First, lets get the numbers out of the way: 27 May 9 pounds 3 
ounces, 30 May  116 pounds 1 ounce, and 3 June 80 pounds 8 ounces.  All this harvesting has brought 
our total for the year to 936 pounds 15 ounces.  We have almost finished pulling the onions.  The toma-
toes are starting to turn and the corn Mary and Terri harvested this morning was gorgeous.  The work 
day Saturday, 1 June, was a great success.  Ten of us worked to clear weeds, while Dale and Roger V. 
constructed four new beds.  We now have 21 beds. in the central part of the garden, plus the potato and 
herb beds along the fence.  We also have a 'stand up to work' bed for us older folks.  The Boy Scouts 
came and installed a new work bench on the shady side of the shed (it sure helps to have the shade 
when processing the produce) and then worked on Sunday, June 2, laying down cardboard and cover-
ing it with mulch.  We sure appreciate all their help!  The area looks so much better and we hope you 
will come by soon to see our progress.  THIS THURSDAY, 6 June 2013, we will begin our summer 
hours, starting to work at 8 a.m. 
6/6 - We had an 8 o'clock start, but it still warmed up in a hurry.  Mary and Terri did the harvesting, while 
I sprayed the new weed sprouts in the mulch.  Then we all cleaned the onions we cleared out of the bed 
by the shed.  We only have a few red onions left to harvest and they are done for the year.  Mary's corn 
is still coming in and it looks really good. Joe B., Dale and Bob T. worked on the water lines and are 
almost through with that project.  We harvested 83 pounds 1 ounce of produce today, giving us a total of 
1,020 for the year.  Thanks to Jim Wolverton for getting our mulch supply replenished.  Hope we can 
start putting it down next week. 
6/10 - It was pleasant early, but heated up as soon as we lost the cloud cover. Dale did some work on 
the irrigation hoses.  I weeded the greenhouse area and planted a bed of Armenian cucumbers.  Mary 
and Toni planted a 16 foot bed in Silver Queen corn.  We all worked at the harvesting and had 30 
pounds 8 ounces for today.  Total for the year is 1,050 pounds 8 ounces.  No mulching or spraying to-
day, so we will try to get it done Thursday. 
6/17 - We had a busy morning in the garden.  Tristan worked with us today and was a big help, doing 
the mowing and some weeding.  Dale walked Mark, an electrician, through the garden.  Hopefully we 
can get electricity to the pavilion, the greenhouse, and our work areas this year.  Mary, Bob and I took 
care of the harvesting.  To catch up once again, we had 78 pounds 13 ounces on Thursday, 13 June 
2013 and 42 pounds 5 ounces this morning.  Total for the year is 1,171 pounds 10 ounces.  The corn 
planted last week is up and all the seeds appear to have germinated.  We have watermelon and canta-
loupe vines sprawling everywhere, but no fruit has set yet.  Squirrels love the tomatoes! 
6/21 - Cloud cover sure helped in the early morning.  Will cleared one of the beds, fertilized, and planted 
black eyed peas.  He also got a lot of weeding done.  Tristan helped with the weeding, concrete block 
hauling, and learned how to harvest green beans and peppers. Mary and Teri did a major clean up 
along the back fence as well as the areas up front that needed organization.  With everyone’s efforts, it 
sure does look much better.  The daily harvest was 35 pounds 12 ounces.  Total for the year is 1,207 
pounds 6 ounces.  
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Big Red Barn 

School’s out,  the tours are over and what a spring at the Red Barn!  From February through May,  field 
trips representing 18 different schools and one home school group were scheduled.  Records indicate 
over 1550 children and who knows how many parents and grandparents accompanied them.  The chal-
lenge is always to have a variety of herbal, floral and vegetable plants  to discover by seeing, touching, 
smelling, digging, all in less than 20 minutes! (Photo 3 - floral pathways through the herb gar-
den).  Sharon Vogel who schedules and coordinates all the group tours expressed her appreciation to 
the many volunteers who lead the tours and those who work in the gardens. 

It may be summer but the work continues at the Red Barn.   This is wedding season at the new Zion Lu-
theran Church on the grounds so we have added sweet potato and zinnia borders as a welcoming attrac-
tion.  A core of volunteers arrives each Friday morning to work together watering, weeding, trimming and 
sharing ideas.  Individual volunteers check in on the site once a week. The group was happy to discover 
a crop of peaches as well as plums.  (Photo 1 - Barn through the Peach tree).  We have started a rain 
record in the back of the sign-in book but so far it has only one entry.   

Awaiting our large tomato crop,  but we are picking cherry tomatoes and squash regularly.  Our spring 
ventures were bush beans and pole beans, Courgette squash and artichokes.  The artichokes were a 
new experience for both visitors and gardeners and were left to bloom to add color to the gar-
dens.  (Photo 2 - blooming artichoke)    

Onions, leeks, garlic and potatoes have been harvested (photo 4 - June Harvest) ) and preparation for 
fall planting has started using rabbit droppings and various vegetation that will compost.   

Pumpkins will be started in early July.  Other projects ahead include spreading new mulch walkways in 
the fall and designing a new welcome area at the second entrance from Cordova Road. 

Extra volunteers will be needed and welcome for those tasks.   And...kittens, always new kittens.  Need a 
barn cat?  Bring a trap.    Article & Photos by Gretchen Ricker 

L-R:  Peach, Blooming Artichoke, Flowered Pathways thru 
Herb Garden, June Harvest 


