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January 2014 

A monthly publication of the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners in 
cooperation with the Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension, Guadalupe County 

 

The Guadalupe Gardener 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
We will make a difference! 

Gardeners - Start Your 2014 Engines!  Al-
though our gardens are in a “quiet time”, Mas-
ter Gardeners are still contributing in many 
ways as this newsletter attests. 

I would like to join Peggy Jones in thanking all 
those who contributed to the GCMGs in 2013.  
Peggy has been a great role model.  She was 
everywhere during the year lending her en-
couragement and leading by example.  I would 
also like to thank our GCMG Board, many of 
whom will remain on this year’s Board, for 
their hard work attending to many required 
organizational details.  And yes, we are still 
looking for a “few good Master Gardeners” to 
join the Board as President-Elect, Volunteer 
Coordinator and Training Coordinator. 

And a Big Texas Thank-You to everyone who 
contributed to our Holiday Social, many of 
whom are recognized in this newsletter.  It 
was good to celebrate with so many Master 
Gardeners, spouses and guests. 

IMPORTANT - “State” TMGA has decreed 
that every Texas Master Gardener must sign a 
“Volunteer Agreement” annually.  Please read 
about this policy later in this newsletter (pages 
18 - 20) and respond promptly. 

January’s “Main Events” include classes on 
“Preparing Your Spring Vegetable Garden” on 
January 18th (pages 13 & 14) and the month-
long San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo 
starting January 21st (pages 9 & 10).  Please 
check out articles in this newsletter on these 
volunteer opportunities. I hope you will want to 
participate! 
  Bob Teweles 

January 16th - 7 PM 
 

Speaker - Mark Fanick, Fruit Trees 
 
6:30 pm refreshments, 7 pm program 
 8 pm meeting 
 
Don’t forget your name tag -  and plants for the 
plant exchange. 

Extension Service 

In This Issue 
Pages 2-4 - Christmas Social 
Page 5 - 2014 Calendar of Events 
Pages 6-7 - Gutierrez Xeriscape Park 
Page 8 - Awards Recognition, Speakers Bureau, Decem-

ber Volunteer Recognition 
Pages 9-10 - San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo 
Page 10 - Members in Service, Future Programs 
Page 11 - Big Red Barn, KWED Radio Show 
Page 12 - Community Garden 
Page 13 - Grape Salad Recipe 
Pages 13-14 - Preparing Your Spring Vegetable Garden 
Page 15 - Volunteer Opportunities, Gardening Events 
Pages 16-18 - Education-Classes-Seminars 
Pages 18-20 - Mandatory Volunteer Agreement 
Page 21 - January Calendar 

Official Notice  

Official  notice is hereby given that there will be an 
election at the January 16th GCMG General Member-
ship Meeting of one or more GCMG Directors who 
will serve as our Directors in the Texas Master Gar-
dener Association.  Nominations will be taken from 
the floor or may be submitted in writing before the 
meeting to Bob Teweles, 8908 Bent Brook Drive, 
Garden Ridge, TX 78266 or by e-mail to rtewe-
les@att.net 
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2013 Volunteer Recognition Program 

 

Congratulations to Virginia Biggs, our 2013 Annual Volunteer 
Recognition Program Drawing recipient.  As our Annual Volun-
teer, Virginia won a $150 gift certificate to Schulz Nursery. 

40 Master Gardeners participated in the 2013 Volunteer Recogni-
tion Program that piloted in August 2013.  Thanks to all of you for 
your hard work and effort.  We are hoping to see more of you 
participate in 2014.  Your Board of Directors will evaluate the pro-
gram’s value at the end of 2014.  So keep volunteering and re-
porting your hours by the last day of each month if you want to 
see the program continue. (Photo by Marvin “T” Taylor) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Christmas Social was a fun event. Great food and table decorations. Treva Hicks, Betty Hughes, 
Marilyn Anderson, Carol Calentine, Pat Schultze and a host of volunteers outdid themselves. The TLU 
Community Youth Music Academy provided us with a performance of symphony quality. They were di-
rected by Laurie Jenschke, Voice Instructor from the TLU School of Music. Class 25 led by Cynthia Lyssy 
pulled out all the stops with the door prizes and raffle items. Blue Santa arrived and carried out boxes of 
children toys donated by our membership. The Kitchen Cupboard benefited from bags of canned goods 
we donated. Master Gardener Specialists for 2013 were recognized:  Bob Davis, Firewise; Jose Antonio 
Contreras, Firewise; Jim Johnson, Irrigation Specialist; Cindy Waechter, EarthKind Specialist; Dave 
Elder, EarthKind Specialist and Soil and Compost Specialist.  Clara Mae Marcotte won the gift certificate 
for the Volunteer Recognition drawing for December, but the overall grand prize winner of the $150 gift 
certificate was Virginia Biggs. Congratulations Virginia! After the passing of the gavel from Peggy Jones 
to Bob Teweles, Bob truly shocked and surprised Peggy with a Presidents gift of a beautiful arbor/trellis. 
Then Bob Teweles provided us with a few of his insights for 2014 with a goal that  

“We will make a difference.” 
    Submitted by Peggy Jones, Photo by Marvin “T” Taylor 
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Photos by Bill Jones, Marvin “T” Taylor and Treva Hicks 
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  New MG Transferred In & Two Associates Recertified 
 

We have a new Master Gardener in Guadalupe County.  Transferred in from 
Hayes County is Ray Lang (pictured).  Also, we have two from the Associates 
category who have recertified this year:  Ralph Albright, Class 20, and Mary 
Jean Lucky, Class 22.  Photo by Marvin “T” Taylor. 

Officer Hope Vasquez with the Seguin Police De-
partment Blue Santa program would like to thank the 
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners for their gen-
erous toy donation.  This year the Blue Santa pro-
gram provided presents to more than 1,120 children 
within the Seguin City limits and surrounding Guada-
lupe County.  Also, thank you to the Master Garden-
ers who volunteered countless hours to make this 
event a huge success.  Officer Vasquez looks for-
ward to our continued support. 

  
The Christian Cupboard was delighted to receive our "car load" 
of food.  During the holiday season, the food pantry struggles 
to meet the needs of our Seguin community.  The Guadalupe 
County Master Gardeners' generous food donation provided 
for many.  Thank you to all. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you Master Gardeners for making the Christmas Social raffle a huge success.  We raised $295.  
All Seasons Feeders donated a wild bird feeder and tailgate BBQ pit.  Class 25 was awesome with their 
generous donation of prizes along with the general membership.  Thirty-one door prizes were given 
away. 

      Cynthia Lyssy, Class 25 

Photos by Marvin “T” Taylor and Treva Hicks. 

 
I have received a Thank You card from the Christian Cupboard.  "Dear Master Gardeners, Thank you for 
your donation of 334 pounds of food in December 2013.  It is through support such as yours that we are 
able to continue our fight against hunger."  Cynthia Lyssy 
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“We Will Make A Difference” by Bob Teweles 
The slogan that I have selected for 2014 is “We Will Make A Difference”.  These words are not original but I think 
they sum up what Master Gardeners do and emphasize that we do it best when we do it together.  As a volun-
teer service organization, I know that Master Gardeners need a “Warm Fuzzy” from their volunteer efforts and 
don’t mind having fun along the way.  Three steps in making a difference are to consider project possibilities, 
learn what opportunities are available and commit time to them. 
Tradition suggests that New Years is a good time to make plans for the coming four seasons.  Some of these 
may be called “New Year’s Resolutions”.  In December each year, when it comes time to submit volunteer 
hours, several members report that they just didn’t participate in Master Gardeners as much as they wanted to 
during the year.  Below is a list of the major projects we have done in the past.  After reading the list, I would like 
you to take 20 seconds (or more) to consider how much satisfaction you will enjoy from “Making A Difference” by 
participating in some of these events.  You could mark them on that new calendar which is almost empty, enter 
them in your Smartphone, or put them on your “To Do” list.  Please contact me if you would like to take a leader-
ship role in any of these programs. 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 2014 Calendar of Events 

Mondays the MG Office/Library is open from 9 am -12 pm. Contact Betty Hughes 830 401-4066 
Tuesday and Fridays are work days at the GC Community Garden. Contact Ann Odvody 830 914-3593 
Fridays are workdays in the gardens at the Big Red Barn. Contact Gretchen Ricker 830 305-1664 
Mondays are Green Team Workdays. Check with Hughlene Micheli 830 379-5673. 

January 
16 Membership Meeting – 6:30 
18            Spring Vegetable Gardening Workshops, 9-12, Erskine Cafeteria and Schertz Annex 
21   SA Stock Show and Rodeo Construction – Soft Construction begins 
27 SA Stock Show and Rodeo Construction – Hard Construction begins 

No sign up; just show up.  Parking is free and a free lunch will be served daily 
February 
6 - 23 SA Stock Show and Rodeo - Booth 
20 Membership Meeting – 6:30 
24 - 26  SA Stock Show and Rodeo - Tear Down (tentative) 
March 
TBA (1st?) Wilson County Gardening Day in Floresville 
April 
26 Earth Day in Seguin Central Park 
May 
TBA Ag Fest at the Big Red Barn 
June 
TBA Summer Social 
August 
TBA GCMG Training Class 26 
September 
25-27 Texas Master Gardener Conference – Permian Basin 
October 
TBA Ag Days for Kids now called Agricultural Awareness Fair runs for 3 weeks 
TBA Guadalupe County Fair 
TBA Pecan Fest   
TBA Cibolo Ag Day 
December 
TBA City of Seguin Parks and Recreation, Christmas Tree Decorating Contest. 
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           Second Volunteer Work Day at Gutierrez Xeriscape Park 
 
On Saturday 11/30/2013, eight members of the Steele High School Key Club joined their Faculty Advi-
sor Denise Leverich to finish a long overdue face lift to Gutierrez Xeriscape Park in Schertz.  Other vol-
unteers included Hope Carter, Ashley Leverich and Janie Lewicki. They were joined by Master Gar-
dener Park Co-Chairs Kim Darrough and John Lewicki.  Schertz Parks and Recreation Manager Chuck 
Van Zandt and Supervisor Mike Trainor arranged to have supplies and equipment for the volunteer 
work day. 

 

Pictured from left to right are Ashley 
Leverich, John Lewicki, Kim Darrough, 
Hunter Detino,Timothy Kidd, Michael 
Bonneau, Caitlain Silva, Analyssa 
Acosta, Tessa Solitto, Denise Leverich 
and Justice Griffin.  They trimmed and 
mulched trees, filled sinkholes, and 
removed mistletoe. They also reset the 
edgers, laid newspaper and mulched 
the two new areas of the expanded 
Butterfly Garden. 

Tessa Solitto, Ana-
lyssa Acosta, Hope 
Carter, and Denise 
Leverich work in the 
expanded Butterfly 
Garden.  Caitlin 
Silva and Hunter 
Dentino fill sink-
holes. 
 

A special thanks to new volunteers Ashley Leverich, a Junior at UT, Janie Lewicki, a teacher at Crock-
ett High School in Austin, and Hope Carter, Key Club District Lt. Governor.  Special appreciation to 
Timothy Kidd, the only Steele High School Key Club Member who attended both volunteer workdays. 

 
 
 
Michael Bonneau scalps the Butter-
fly Garden.  Justice Griffin joins Mi-
chael Bonneau in mulching a tree. 
 
 
 

 
 
  Continued on following page 
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It’s always helpful to see what’s new 

on the Aggie Horticulture Website 

http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/ 

 
DON’T FORGET TO TURN IN YOUR HOURS! 

For more information call Hughlene Micheli 830-379-5673 . 

 
 
Ashley and Denise Lev-
erich put in mulch while 
Analyssa Acosta, Tessa 
Solitto, Hope Carter, and 
John Lewicki work the 
Butterfly Garden. 

 
 

 
Timothy Kidd, Analyssa Acosta, and Tessa Solitto fill the wheelbarrow with mulch for the expanded But-
terfly Garden.  Justice Griffin, Ashley Leverich and Kim Darrough finish tree trimming and haul away the 
cut branches. 
 
   Photos and article submitted by John Lewicki, Gutierrez Xeriscape Park Chair 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Park - (continued from previous page) 
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December Volunteer Recognition Program 
 

15 Master Gardeners participated in the December Volunteer Recognition Program Drawing.  Of special 
note, 6 Master Gardeners participated in the program for the first time in December.  Since August, when 
we introduced the program, 40 Certified Master Gardeners have participated. 
 
Congratulations to Clara Mae Marcotte, our December Volunteer Recognition Program Drawing recipi-
ent.  As our December Volunteer, Clara Mae won a $20 gift certificate to Schulz Nursery.  In addition, 
four other names were drawn and added to the other 20 names for entry into the year-end grand prize 
drawing for a $150 gift certificate.  They were Elaine McIntyre, Mary Bowe, Mary Stylbo, and Carmen 
Rosas.  Other members who qualified for the monthly drawing were Joyce Briscoe, Holly Christian, Kim-
berly Darrough, Sandra Foss, Robert Grafe, Randee Malmsten, Hughlene Micheli, Esther Pinter, 
Gretchen Ricker, and William Roberts.  Thanks to all of you for your hard work and effort. 
 
To qualify for the Monthly Volunteer Recognition Program drawing, certified GCMG Master Gardeners 
must report a minimum of 5 volunteer and continuing education hours earned during the month to the 
Hours Coordinator by the last calendar day of the month.  Hours earned for attendance at the monthly 
GCMG Membership Meeting are not included in the minimum 5 hours, except those earned for meeting 
setup.  
 
Don’t forget to earn and report your hours by 31 December to be eligible for the January Membership 
Drawing. 

GCMG Annual Awards Recognition Program 

In November, your Board of Directors voted to approve an Annual Awards Recognition Program. This 
first year we will recognize our Certified Master Gardeners at the February Membership Meeting for their 
length of service by presenting Service Recognition Pins for 3, 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 years of service.   
Initially, GCMG will recognize members by awarding the appropriate pin for the highest yearly milestone 
the certified member has achieved.  In addition, GCMG will recognize those Master Gardeners who vol-
unteered 100 or more hours in 2013 by awarding a special pin.  Be sure and attend the February mem-
bership meeting to receive your Service Recognition Pin. 

SPEAKERS BUREAU 

In 2013 the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 
Speakers Bureau did a total of 28 presentations to 373 
listeners.  I would like to say THANK YOU to every 
person who helped with the Speakers Bureau this 
year.  I appreciate all your hard work, and sometimes 
doing presentations at very short notice when asked.     
Best Wishes to you in 2014. 

Sincerely,  Treva Hicks, Speakers Bureau Coordinator 



9999 

 

 

                                
San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo 

Well, we finally have the holidays behind us and we can start planning for 2014 volunteer hours.  One of our early 
projects is the San Antonio Stock Show and Rodeo.  GCMG has been helping Bexar County Master Gardeners 
with this program for over ten years and it has provided us with an opportunity to perform volunteer hours in an 
indoor environment.  There are two main phases to the SASS&R – construction/tear-down and working in the MG 
booth/greeters/youth programs. 

Construction/Tear-down.  Construction starts Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 8:00 a.m. or whenever you can get 
there.  Lunch will be provided each work day at about 11:30.  If you have special dietary requirements, please 
bring your own lunch.  A refrigerator will be available.  Bottled water will also be provided.  We work until around 
3:00 p.m. to give the workers a head start going home before the heavy traffic starts.  If you have to leave earlier, 
that is fine also.  You do not have to pre-schedule your attendance.  Parking will be on the grounds near the work 
site.  You get there by taking I-10 West to exit 579, Houston Commerce.  Just after the exit the access road Y’s 
and you need to get in the right hand turn lane immediately.  Go down the hill to the traffic light and when it turns 
green, turn right.  At the next traffic light, go straight on green and the AT&T Center and Freeman Coliseum will be 
on your right.  Go past them and just before the railroad tracks will be the drive way to parking lot A.  Turn right to 
the parking lot and go through the gate.  If the guard stops you, tell them you are working with the Bexar County 
Master Gardeners.  After that gate, there will be another gate on the right.  Go through that gate and the work site 
is the last permanent building on the right.  If you have a GCMG t-shirt or hat, please wear it along with your name 
badge.  Gloves, knee pads, and any safety devices you feel you need are appropriate.  If you have battery pow-
ered tools, please bring them, if not other workers bring extras.  If you don’t know how to operate power tools, just 
bring your willingness to work.  We need helpers as much as workers.  On cold days, wear layered clothing.  There 
is heat in the building, but some days we have to keep the barn doors open to bring in supplies, equipment and 
structures.  January 21 and 22 will be dedicated to drawing lines on the floor for construction guides, hauling in 
supplies and equipment from the storage area (mostly by fork lift), tearing down the pallets, and distributing the 
supplies to their approximate construction area.  Construction will probably start Thursday, January 23 and will last 
through Wednesday, February 5.  Monday and Tuesday, February 3 and 4 is when we will need the most workers.  
The plants and trees come in then and have to be unloaded, staged and placed in their final position.  Tear-down 
will begin Monday, February 24 and end sometime Wednesday, February 26.  Work requirements will be the 
same, but if you have a crowbar and a maul, bring them along.  If you would like to provide food for the workers’ 
lunch, please contact Susan Noonan at susan.noonan@gmail.com. 

MG Booth/Greeters/Youth Programs.  To volunteer, contact Peggy Armstrong at 210-494-0253 or texastoot-
sie2@att.net.  Coffee, bottled water and snacks will be provided, but feel free to bring more.  Plan on being at your 
work station ½ hour before the shift to allow the transfer of cash and/or special instructions.  The doors open at 
Noon, February 6, 10:00 a.m. February 7 – 9, February 15 – 17 and February 22 – 23.  Doors close at 9:00 p.m. 
Sunday – Thursday and 10:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday.  Parking, shuttle service to and from parking and admit-
tance to the grounds are free.  Instructions to the parking lot will be provided later.  Those working the MG booth 
will answer questions from the public and sell the Rodeo Tomato (no we have not been told what it is yet) and 
other plants.  Door Greeters will stand or sit by the open barn door with a clicker to count all the people who enter 
the building, direct children to the starting Buckaroo barn, and tell those who ask where the restrooms are.  Door 
greeters do not have to be Master Gardeners.  Spouses, parents, reliable teenagers, or friends are eligible.  
Buckaroo Farm greeters (three per evening and weekend shifts) will ensure children only take one plastic fruit, 
vegetable or egg for their basket and will be provided a short (two or three line) narrative explaining their station.  
Example for the orchard might be:  “Trees not only provide food to eat, they remove carbon dioxide from the air 
and replace oxygen to breathe.”  Youth program volunteers will mainly work weekends and holidays showing chil-
dren how to make objects with headbands and flowers, for example.  Please wear appropriate clothing and your 
name badge and do not bring games, books or readers.  If you get bored, you can pull dead leaves and spent 
blooms off plants and generally police the area.  You want to show that you are interested in helping your custom-
ers.      (Continued on page 10) 
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REMEMBER 
          TO 
   TURN IN 
        YOUR HOURS 

Newsletter Staff 

Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Photographer - Marvin “T” Taylor 

Distribution - Doug Biggs 

Proof Reader - Patti Zgabay 

Wandering Gardener - Marilyn                  
 Moltz 

Texas Master Gardener Board of Directors 

Two Year Term - Dave Elder - Jose Contreras Alternate 
One Year Term - Cindy Martin—Linda Bruno Alternate 
Membership Outreach Committee - Virginia Biggs 

Speakers Bureau - Treva Hicks 

Guadalupe Co. Community Garden - Dale & Ann Odvody 

JMG Program Coordinator - Lo-Ra Dick 

Master Gardener Office/Library - Betty Hughes 

AgriLife Building Workdays - Liz Romero 

Hours Reporting - Dale & Ann Odvody 

Notification - Dale Odvody & Beth Zies 

Refreshment Coordinator - Treva Hicks 

Volunteer Chair Assistant -  Don Hilbert 

Gutierrez Xeriscape Garden - John Lewicki & Kim Darrough 

Historian - Open 

Class 25 Coordinator - Bob Teweles 

Class 26 Coordinator - Open 

Facebook Editor - Open 

Newsletter Editor - Elaine McIntyre 

Web Master - Randee Malmsten 

M 
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M 
B 
E 
R 
S 
 
I 
N 
 

S 
E 
R 
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I 
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FUTURE PROGRAMS 
 
February - Andy Chidster, The 

Natural Gardener, manufac-
turer of Lady Bug Products 

March - Marty Ruona, Xeriscape 

(SASS&R - continued from page 9) 

Volunteers for the SASS&R can take the shuttle early and tour the grounds before their shift or stay after their shift.  
Just remember, the shuttle ½ hour before a shift starts as well as  the last shuttle are always full with the volun-
teers for that shift. 

If you have not previously completed the required San Antonio Livestock Exposition Release and Indemnification 

Agreement form, one must be completed, signed and Notarized before you can come to the work area or get on 

the shuttle.  Forms are available in Travis Franke’s office and Kim Luensmann, his administrative assistant, is a 

Notary Public.  So volunteers can complete and sign the form in the AgriLife Extension Service office, have it nota-

rized and give the form to Carol Calentine in the same office area.  Carol can bring them to Dale Odvody at the 

January 2014 GCMG business meeting.  Or volunteers can bring the notarized form with them on their first day of 

construction or give the form to the shuttle driver on their first volunteer shift. 

For further information please contact Dale Odvody at odvodyd@swbell.net or 830-914-3593 or contact Bob Tewe-

les at 210 289-9997. 
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REMINDER 

If anyone needs a card from the organization for 
an illness or loss of a family member, contact  
Pat Schultze Secretary, 830-556-6751 or 

 e-mail clydepat6@aol.com. 

 

GCMG Outreach 

Virginia Biggs is GCMG’s Outreach Chairman.  If 
anyone knows of a GCMG that needs a meal, 

please let her know  830-560-1976. 

KWED need volunteers 

The KWED Lawn & Garden Show is on KWED 1580AM radio every Saturday beginning at 9:05am.  The 
radio station is located at 905 East Court Street in Seguin.  Master Gardeners, Master Gardener interns 
& students research a garden subject to talk about and go on live radio with by-your-side support from: 
Bob Grafe, program emcee, or Ryla Cottingham filling in for Bob Grafe, plus their frequent assistant and 
behind-the-scenes MG, Gene Griffin.   

Volunteers always appreciated - Please contact Bob Grafe (alaskagrafe@yahoo.com)  

BIG RED BARN 
 
The Guadalupe County Master Gardeners support the Big Red Barn by creating and maintaining the gar-
dens that are surrounded by the farm house, the animal pens and the parking lot.  Emphasis is on heri-
tage.  The plantings are coordinated with peak visitor times at the Heritage Center and fall is intense with 
Pecan Fest, Heritage Days and Country Christmas.  For three weeks in October, fourth grade students 
are taught by farmers and ranchers about agriculture through demonstrations along with farm safety and 
hands-on activities.  Every child attending leaves the center with a copy of an activity book entitled “From 
the Farm to the Barn and Beyond” developed especially for students. 
 
Hundreds of children experience the vegetable, herb and butterfly gardens – coming from as far away as 
Hallettsville.  This past fall the Victoria Master Gardeners also volunteered at the Big Red Barn to assist 
with tours for students from their region.  There is always more to see, touch, smell and discover than 
there is time.  It is a hectic schedule every day and could not be met without many GCMG’s giving time 
and insight. 
 
Pictured right, Clara Mae Marcotte invites students to inspect the sugar cane plants.  

 
With a focus on small but varied plots, the gardeners explored 
potatoes in bushel baskets, Courgette squash (thanks to volun-
teer Pat Watkins), yard-long beans (a project of Patter-Tyler 
White), and growing mini-pumpkins on a fence.  There is an ef-
fort to try to save some of those for decorations next fall. 
 

The group of volunteers shrinks this time of year but will actively begin every Friday in January.  Clean up 
time, spreading rabbit droppings and planning the spring garden are just ahead.  Join us! 
     Gretchen Ricker, gricker@satx.rr.com  
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TEXAS GARDENER FUNDRAISER 
Our Treasury keeps 25% of your subscription when it is sent through GCMG 

Guadalupe County Community Garden  

On December 11, there was a lovely, lengthy article in the Seguin Gazette on page 10 featuring the Gua-
dalupe County Community Garden including picture.   

There was also an article written by Dale Odvody in the Lavernia News dated November 21st on page 11A. 

There are photos of the progress in the Community Garden from the beginning.  Perhaps there will be 
room to include them in the February issue.  It is absolutely amazing what has been accomplished in such 
a short time.  We are up to over 5,600 pounds of donated food from the garden (see Ann’s updates below). 

GCCG - Updates from Ann Odvody 
 
Nov 30 - All those who came out to help, thank you very much.  Heather, it was a pleasure to meet you and have you 
work with us.  You all did an awesome job!  Okra, tomatoes, green beans, pumpkins and most of the  peppers were 
cleared out and disposed of.  More cabbage, broccoli, shallots, onions, and radishes have been planted.  We will 
amend the soil in the cleared beds with cotton burr compost and add fertilizer.  After this cold snap, it will be interesting 
to see what transplants the nursery will have available.  We also need to sow some carrots.  We harvested 94 pounds 
7 ounces of produce.-.most of the weight coming from the pumpkins.  Mary’s big boy was 35 pounds.  Our total so far 
this year is 5,641 pounds 9 ounces. Back to our normal schedule on Tuesday, hope to see you then. 
Dec 6 - Looks like old man Winter has arrived!  THERE WILL BE NO WORKDAY IN THE GARDEN TOMORROW.  
Will let you know about next Tuesday on Monday.  Ann 
Dec 10 - Too wet, too messy, and Way too cold!  No workday in the garden tomorrow (Tuesday).  We will try for Friday, 
weather permitting.  Keep warm. 
Dec 12 - I don’t know about you, but it has been cold outside this week.  So, those of you who want to work out in the 
garden can join us about noon, tomorrow, Friday, December 13, 2013.  Ann and I are going to Green Gate and try to 
get some more onions, and any other winter crops we can find.  We also have four fiberglass circular beds we got do-
nated to us we want to get ready to plant asparagus in this Spring and we will probably have a load of cardboard to 
unload.  So Ann and I will have a busy morning getting ready for tomorrow afternoon.  Be there if you can.  Dale Od-
vody 
Dec 21 - We had a nice day yesterday for working in the garden.  Dale, John and Ralph installed drip irrigation systems 
in three more beds.  Joyce is doing a phenomenal job of clearing and weeding the beds by the orchard.  The rest of us 
weeded in the mulched area and got the harvesting done.  We are up to 5,693 pounds for the year.  We will NOT be 
working on Tuesday, 24 Dec 2013.  We will be working on Friday, 27 Dec 2013, weather permitting.  Thank you all and 
have a Merry Christmas! 
Dec 27 - Dale and I will check things out sometime this morning, but it will be too wet and cold to do anything in the 
way of weeding, etc.  We will check for anything that just has to be harvested.  Stay tuned for an update on next Tues-
day.  Keep warm and dry.  Ann  
Dec 28 - Santa Claus was a little late, but he did get by the garden!  Dale had a crew of 16 adult probationers at the 
garden today and they used up a trailer load of mattress boxes, all the mattress boxes by the West fence and some of 
the smaller boxes from along the North fence.  The orchard is now covered with a new layer of mulch, as are all the 
new paths between the new beds and the bare spots between many of the old beds.  All the grass on and between the 
old tomato test beds West of the orchard is gone.  Two old beds have had cotton burr mulch and perlite and fertilizer 
added and tilled in.  They had a very productive day!  Start time Tuesday will be at 11 a.m. due to anticipated 
temperature of 29 degrees in the early morning. 
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RECIPE  -  Grape Salad 
 
2 lbs green seedless grapes  
2 lbs red seedless grapes  
8 ounces sour cream  
8 ounces cream cheese, softened  
1/4 cup granulated sugar  
1 teaspoons vanilla extract, to taste  

     Topping Ingredients 
1 cup brown sugar, packed, to taste  
1 cup crushed pecans, to taste  
 
Directions:  Wash and stem grapes.  Set aside.  Mix sour cream, cream cheese, white sugar and 
vanilla by hand until blended.  Stir grapes into mixture, and pour in large serving bowl.  For topping: 
Combine brown sugar, and crushed pecans.  Sprinkle over top of grapes to cover completely.  Chill 
overnight. 
 
“T”’s Recipe made for the Christmas Social by Kat Taylor 

 
Preparing Your Spring Vegetable Garden 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners will conduct two simultaneous classes for the public on 
“Preparing Your Spring Vegetable Garden”.  We have most of the help we need to conduct the events 
but could always use help with publicity – and you may want to attend.  Master Gardeners can help 
publicize the classes by asking their friends and neighbors if they would like to attend.  The flyer on the 
next page can be printed to post in public places or given to prospective attendees. 
 
We have plenty of volunteers for the Schertz class but could use a few more volunteers to help present 
the Seguin class by assisting with classroom set-up, registrations, and support during the classes. 
Master Gardeners who volunteer to help can attend the class for free when duties permit. 
The 3-hour class will be taught at both the Mary B. Erskine School in Seguin and the Guadalupe 
County Annex in Schertz at the same time – 9AM to Noon on Saturday, January 18, 2014.  Please see 
the Spring Vegetable Garden flyer on page 14. The Seguin class will be presented by Clara Mae Mar-
cotte and Jim Johnson while the Schertz class will be presented by Deedy Wright and Betty Hughes. 
 
Tickets are $15 in advance or $20 at the door. Gardeners interested in purchasing advance tickets 
should contact Bob Teweles at 210 289-9997 to arrange payment by mail.  The Guadalupe County 
AgriLife Extension Office and others have advance tickets for sale.  If Master Gardeners would like tick-
ets for resale to the public, please contact Bob Teweles.  We are asking that advance ticket purchasers 
identify whether they will be attending the Seguin or Schertz class. 
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Preparing YourPreparing YourPreparing YourPreparing Your    

Spring Vegetable GardenSpring Vegetable GardenSpring Vegetable GardenSpring Vegetable Garden    
    

Saturday, January 18, 2014, 9AM – 12:00 
Presented by the Guadalupe County Master Gardeners 
 

 

Topics: 
Vegetable Selection  

Garden Soil Preparation 

Seed Starting 

Cold Weather Protection Methods 

Vegetable Garden Maintenance 

 

Where:  TWO Locations at Once!! 
 
      Schertz – Guadalupe County Annex Courtroom, 1101 Elbel Road, 
           Schertz, with Deedy Wright 
    
      Seguin  –  Mary B. Erskine School Cafeteria, 216 East College         
           Street, Seguin, with Clara Mae Marcotte 
    

Cost:  Advance tickets $15 per person, $20 on day of event 

 

For More Information call Bob at 210 289-9997 
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Volunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer OpportunitiesVolunteer Opportunities    
Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  

Volunteer Opportunities 

Every Monday the MG office/library is open from 9am-noon except for holidays. Volunteers are always 
needed.   Contact  Betty Hughes. 830-401-4066 or e-mail ehughes5@satx.rr.com. 

Every Tuesday, Friday and 2nd Saturday are work days at the Guadalupe County Community Garden. Check 
with Ann Odvody (odvodyd@swbell.net 830-914-3593) for start hour and access at other times. 

Every Friday 9 am is a workday in the gardens at the Big Red Barn. Check with Gretchen Ricker 
(gricker@satxrr.com  830-305-1664) for details. 

KWED Master Gardener Lawn and Garden Show always looking for volunteers. 

Stock Show &Rodeo - see pages 9 & 10 

Spring Vegetable Gardening Educational Projects - see pages 13 & 14 

Volunteers are needed to set up the chairs before each monthly meeting.  Contact Treva Hicks at 
hickslt@lycos.com 

AND WE NEED A NEW VOLUNTER CHAIRPERSON 

Carol is willing to assist if needed 

GARDENING EVENTS 

 Volunteer to Participate in the Christmas Bird Count 
For more than 100 years, citizen volunteers have gathered their notebooks and binoculars, stepped out-
side and counted the birds.  Data from the annual Audubon Christmas Bird Count has helped scientists 
and birders learn more about America’s bird population.  At Audubon Workshop, we encourage our 
fellow birders to volunteer for this annual count that begins today  (Dec 14) and continues  through Jan. 
5, 2014.   It will give you a chance to enjoy nature and make a difference for our birds - and it just might 
start a family holiday tradition.  Contact your local Audubon Society to find out more. 

South Africa Tour Feb 15-26 (Sat-Wed) 
Discover the Gardens, Wildlife and History of South Africa with Doug Welsh! (Dr Welsh is a TAMU Pro-
fessor and Extension Horticulturist)  Explore the lush gardens of Johannesburg, South Africa’s stunning 
national parks and the gorgeous flora of Cape Town, the dramatic landscape of the Cape of Good Hope 
and visit Mandela’s prison on Robben Island.  Sip velvety smooth wines in South Africa’s premier wine 
region and stay in the Dutch colonial town of Stellenbosch.  At the Bakubung Bush Lodge, ride into the 
bush in an open 4X4 safari vehicle with Swazi trackers and African rangers for an intimate viewing of 
South Africa’s lions, leopards, rhinos and elephants.  A post-tour adventure to Botswana and Victoria 
Falls is also available.  Visit the Cape Floristic Region, one of the world’s five Mediterranean hotspots 
and home to the greatest non-tropical concentration of higher plant species in the world.  For more infor-
mation, call Earthbound Expeditions at 800-723- 8454, email atinfo@earthboundexpeditions.com, or visit: 
http://www.earthboundexpeditions.com/february-2014-south-africa-with-doug-welsh  
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Natives to Fly For: 
Attracting Butterflies, Hummingbirds, and Song Birds to Your Yard 

February 22, 2014,  9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Schertz Civic Center, 1400 Schertz Parkway 

Workshop Leaders:  Butterflies - Craig Hensley, Texas Parks & Wildlife; Hummingbirds - Mark Klym, 
Texas Parks & Wildlife; Song Birds - Ann Mallard, Audubon Society; Wildscaping Your Yard - Kelly Con-
rad Simon, Texas Parks & Wildlife. 

Vendors:  Maldonado Nursery, Seguin; Schulz Nursery, Marion; Wild Birds Unlimited; The Twig Book-
store. 

Tickets $40 includes all-day workshop and box lunch.  To purchase call 830-303-0333.  Limited number 
available, so buy early! 

Presented by the Guadalupe County Chapter of the Native Plant Society of Texas 

Tomato Roundup: 

All you ever wanted to know about growing tomatoes featuring Bill Adams and Tom LeRoy, authors of 
“Common Sense Vegetable Gardening in the South” and “The Tomato Lover’s Handbook”. 

Tarrant County Master Gardener Regional Conference 

Resource Connection of Tarrant County 

Building 2300, 2300 Circle Drive, Fort Worth 

Saturday, February 8, 2014 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Open to the Public  -  $45 per person, includes box lunch and snacks 

 
If you have questions, contact Billie Hammack at 817-884-1296 or blhammack@ag.tamu.edu. 

Master Gardeners earn 6 CEUs. 

Specialty Gardens in the Landscape 
Saturday, February 8, 2014, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

New Braunfels Convention Center, 375 South Castell Avenue, New Braunfels 
 

Comal Master Gardener Association invites you to attend its Third Annual Spring Seminar, "Specialty 
Gardens in the Landscape," on Saturday, February 8, 2014, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The seminar will in-
clude speakers on rose gardens, herb gardens, container gardens, succulent gardens, and pollinator 
gardens. 

Fee is  $49 lunch and snacks included.  Please register early.  Seating is limited.  5 CEUs for Certified 
Master Gardeners.  For information and to register go to http://txmg.org/comal/seminar. 
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Native Plant Society of Texas 
Guadalupe County (Schertz-Seguin) Chapter 

Tuesday January 14, 2014 , 7:00 PM 

St John’s Lutheran Church, FM 465, Marion 
 

The Guadalupe County Chapter presents ""The Historic Trees of Texas”.  Inspired by an old Texas For-
est Service book, Ralph Yznaga located the most famous – and infamous – trees in Texas history.  The 
resulting "Living Witness: The Historic Trees of Texas" (Texas A&M University Press, 2012) is a beautiful 
and authoritative introduction to our cultural and historical attachment to these magnificent beings.  See 
http://tinyurl.com/m3aea7z for Amazon.com’s page on Mr. Yznaga’s lovely book. 

There is a plant/seed exchange and greeting at 6:30 PM followed by the program at 7:00 PM.  Meetings 
are open to the public.  Visitors are welcome. 

Directions to St John’s Lutheran Church: From FM 78 turn south on FM 465. The church is just past 
Marion Middle School on the right. From IH 10 go north on FM 465 toward Marion; the church is on the 
left.  

For more information or membership applications see our website at: http:/www./npsot.org/wp/
guadalupe/ 

The purpose of the Native Plant Society of Texas is to promote research, conservation and use of native 
plants and habitats through education, outreach and example. 

2014 Turfgrass Ecology & Management Short Course 
January 27th - 31st, 2014 

Texas A&M University Memorial Student Center, College Station 
 
Registration is $495 and includes the following:  learning materials, articles, handouts, notebook, etc.; 
sprayer calibration reference cards;  athletic field and golf course educational tours; on-site refreshments. 
 
For further information contact Casey.Reynolds@ag.tamu.edu or phone (979) 845-0603 

Herb of the Year, Artemesia 
Jan 9 (Thu) 6:30-8:30pm at 3310 N. New Braunfels 

At the San Antonio Herb Society meeting at the San Antonio Garden Center the herb of the year for 2014 
Artemesia, named for the Goddess Artemis, will be presented by Leslie Bingham, Madeline Sprague and 
Robin Maymar.  Cuttings to share with the membership and examples of various species of the plant will 
be available as well as the pamphlet with the uses for the herb. 

Grow Anything, Anywhere in a Container 
Jan 8 (Wed) 10am-Noon 

San Antonio Garden Center, 3310 N New Braunfels @ Funston 
Master Gardener Dr. Tom Harris will present the program.  Plant exchange and social at 9:30.  Meetings 
are free and open to the public. For more information go to ww.sanantoniogardencenter.org  or call 210 
824-9981. 
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Mandatory “Volunteer Agreement” 
 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension has requested that every Texas Master Gardener sign a “Texas Master 
Gardener Volunteer Agreement”.  The agreement is a summary of Master Gardener policies and I don’t 
see anything “new”.  I think some Master Gardeners (not in Guadalupe Co.) have misused their MG title 
or recommended products not approved by Texas A&M, so “State” wants to remind everyone of the poli-
cies, which seems fair to me.  For instance, I confess that as a Master Gardener (I had my name tag on), 
I recommended using “SuperThrive” – a product that works for me.  But I don’t find that A&M has ever 
recommended this product.  What I should have done is recommend the application of “micro-nutrients” 
and, if asked, said “Such as SuperThrive”. 

The requirement is to read and sign the “Volunteer Agreement”.  We will have copies of the Agreement 
available at membership meetings for you to read and sign.  The agreement is also available to print at 
our website at  http://guadalupecountymastergardeners.org/files/2012/08/Guadalupe-Co.-Volunteer-
Agreement-2014.docx    Or, you could print the agreement from the newsletter (pages 19 & 20) and de-
liver it to the Extension office at 216 E. College St., Seguin – or mail to the Extension Office, 210 E. Live 
Oak, Seguin, TX  78155 (this is only a mailing address). Thank you for your Support!! 

"Queen of the Sun: What Bees are Telling Us” 

Start the New Year off right by attending "Queen of the Sun: What Bees are Telling Us.”  This profound 
film takes us on a journey through the catastrophic disappearance of bees and the mysterious world of 
the beehive.  This engaging and ultimately uplifting film weaves an unusual and dramatic story of the 
heartfelt struggles of beekeepers, scientists and philosophers from around the world. Together they re-
veal both the problems and the solutions in renewing a culture in balance with nature. 

“Revelatory! Honey has never looked so delicious. Or so precious.” 
Jeannette Catsoulis, New York Times - Critic’s Pick 

What:  82 minute film and discussion 
When:  Friday, January 10th.  Doors open at 6:30 pm; film begins at 7:00 
Where:  Comal County Unitarian Universalist Society, 135 Alves Lane, New Braunfels 
Cost:  FREE, but donations appreciated.  
Childcare provided upon request.  830-632-461 or ccuusnb@gmail.com 
Discussion Leader:  Paula Pebsworth, Ph.D.  wildlife biologist:  “I am a wildlife biologist.  My area of 
expertise is not bees or bee collapse; however, I see its importance and am hoping people who are 
knowledgeable will come out, add to the discussion, and provide advice on how to address this growing 
problem here in Texas.”  
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Texas Master Gardener 
Volunteer Agreement 

We appreciate your commitment to the Texas Master Gardener program. Your satisfaction and progress 
in this volunteer position is important to us.  Please read the following expectations and indicate your 
willingness to cooperate by signing the end of this form.  This form must be signed and filed with the 
county Extension office, and will need to be updated annually.  Volunteers not adhering to all items in 
this agreement may forfeit their certification as a Master Gardener volunteer. 

I understand that I am trained by Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service in the field of Horticulture and I 
am expected to extend research based information to the public on behalf of Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion. In exchange for the minimum of 50 hours of Master Gardener Training provided by Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service, I will: 

Commit to a minimum of 50 hours of volunteer service to the horticultural programming efforts in 
Guadalupe County within one year to become a certified Master Gardener.  

I understand that in order to maintain active status as a Master Gardener Volunteer, I must volun-
teer a minimum of 12 hours annually after my intern year and gain a minimum of 6 hours continu-
ing education hours annually. 

Provide a record of this service as directed by the Master Gardener Program Coordinator. 

Comply with the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service Background Check policy. The background 
check is to be renewed every three years. 

When acting as a Texas Master Gardener volunteer I agree to: 

Consistently exhibit a positive professional manner toward and about Texas A&M AgriLife Exten-
sion Service, the Master Gardener Program, the Master Gardener Coordinator, other Master Gar-
dener volunteers and clients. 

Carry out and discharge all duties in a responsible and timely manner. 

Avoid conflict of interests. 

Not use my Master Gardener status to promote any commercial activity or private business. 

Volunteer’s efforts for their place of employment will not be considered as volunteer service to 
Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service.  

Recommend and use (when functioning as a Master Gardener) only Texas A&M AgriLife approved 
information for any public pesticide, herbicides, fertilizer or cultural practices. 

Provide my own transportation and pay my own expenses incurred as part of official volunteer ac-
tivities. (Expenses may be tax deductible with proper documentation.) Some County Master Gar-
dener Associations may assist volunteers with expenses to certain types of events. Check with 
your local Master Gardener Program Coordinator for more information on specific association poli-
cies and procedures. 

Act in accordance with the highest standard of ethics. 

Not physically, verbally or sexually harass/abuse anyone. 

Refrain from illegal or unsafe behavior. 

Dress appropriately and not use harsh language. 
                 (Continued on following page) 
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In regard to Master Gardener Coordinators, Master Gardener volunteers will: 

Recognize the responsibilities of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service staff/ Master Gardener 
Coordinator in setting program priorities, standards and direction. Specific projects for the perform-
ance of the volunteer work are determined locally and should reflect local needs. 

Refer all commercial horticulture inquiries to the Master Gardener Coordinator or other Extension 
staff. 

In regard to Master Gardener Colleagues, Master Gardener volunteers will: 

Welcome volunteers from all backgrounds  

Respect and safeguard the individual rights, competencies, safety, and property 

In regard to Clients, Master Gardener volunteers will: 

Provide quality service to the public without regard to socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, disabil-
ity, religion, age, or national origin. 

I further understand that Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service will: 

Provide training, supervision, and direction to Master Gardeners through the local county Extension 
office. 

Communicate expectations and responsibilities of the program to volunteers. 

Match volunteer skills and interests with volunteer opportunities within the county. 

Support Master Gardener volunteers and the local Master Gardener Association.  

Provide continuing education opportunities.  

Provide access to Extension horticulture reference materials and reasonable access to Extension 
professionals. 

Uphold and cultivate a trustful relationship between staff and volunteers. 

Reassign and/or terminate, if necessary, any volunteer who does not uphold Texas Master Gar-
dener policies, procedures, guidelines, and/or values. 

I understand that, as a volunteer, I will not be acting as a Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service em-
ployee and will not receive pay or employee benefits. I also understand that I am not covered by workers’ 
compensation laws in connection with my volunteer affiliation. I understand and agree that Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service and I both have the right to end my volunteer relationship with Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension Service at any time, for any reason, and without advance notice.  
 
 
 
____________________________________________                    _________________ 
Signature      Date 
 
____________________________________________ 
Printed Name 
  

 

Information taken from: Georgia, Wisconsin, Missouri, Illinois, California, & Texas (Montgomery Co.) 
Master Gardener Programs. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 

Happy 
New  
Year 

� NEW 
MOON 

2 3 

 
GCCG Workday 
9 AM 
 
Red Barn  
9 am 

4 
KWED Radio 
1580 AM 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 
 

5 6 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
8:30—Noon 

7 
 
 
GCCG Workday 
9 AM 

8 
 

9 
 
 

Board 
Meeting 
6 PM 

10 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 
 

11 
KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m 
 
 
 

12 13 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 
 

 

14 
 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
 

 

15 16 
 
 

GCMG 
Meeting 
 
O FULL 
MOON 

17 
 

 
GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 

 

18 
KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

19 20 
Master Gardener 
Office/Library 

21 
 
 
 

GCCG Workday 

22 23 
 

24 
 
 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 

25 
KWED Radio 
Lawn & Garden 
Show 9:a.m. 

 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter 
Deadline 

27 
Master Gardener  
Office/Library 

28 

 
 
GCCG Workday 
 
 

 

29 
 

30 

 
 
 
� NEW 
MOON 

 
 

31 
 

 

GCCG Workday 
 
Red Barn 

 

GCCG - Guadalupe County Community 
Garden 
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Guadalupe County Master Gardeners  http://www.guadalupecountymastergardeners.org 830-379-1972 Ext 210 
Guadalupe County Texas A&M AgriLIFE Extension  http://www.guadalupe-tx.tamu.edu/  830-379-1972 
Texas Master Gardeners  http://www.txmg.org 

 

Guadalupe County Master Gardeners, Inc. 
210 East Live Oak St. 
Seguin, TX 78155 
 

 

January Meeting 
 

Thursday, January 16th, 2014 - 7 PM 
Guadalupe County Justice Center 

211 W. Court  St, Seguin 
 

Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the 
understanding that no discrimination by the Master Gardeners is 
implied, and no endorsement by the Master Gardeners is implied.  
Educational programs conducted by the Guadalupe County Master 
Gardeners serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic 

level, color, sex, religion, handicap, or national origin. 

 
Elaine McIntyre, Editor 

(elaine@tindomorgans.com) 

GCMG Officers & Board of Directors 
 
Bob Teweles         President 
Peggy Jones         Past President 
Open          President Elect 
Ellen Laubham         Vice President 
Pat Schultze         Secretary 
Cindy Waechter         Treasurer 
Penny Wallace         Education Chairman 
Dave Elder         Publication Chairman 
Carol Calentine         Volunteer Chairman 
Open                  MG Training Chairman 
Travis Franke         AgriLIFE Agent 
                Master Gardener Coordinator 

Extension Service 


