
W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardener’s E-Gardening Newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to 
give you a month-by-month agenda of what you should be doing with your landscape. We will feature horticul-

tural articles that we hope you will find interesting, and important dates where you can find the Master Garden-
ers speaking, demonstrating, and passing out information relative to your garden. If you would like to receive this 
newsletter monthly via your email address, log onto our website www.ECMGA.com and click on subscribe. It will be 
sent around the first of every month. Best of all; it’s FREE!      Susan Clark, Editor  
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Listen to KBEC 
 

Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m. on 
1390 AM. 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners 
have a five minute segment every 
week, offering you helpful infor-
mation on what you need to be do-
ing in your landscape, as well as 
“happenings” around the county. 
Be sure to listen in! 

Melinda Kocian 

What’s Happening in October 

Farmers Market...Every Saturday from April to October from 8am1pm.  

410 S. Rogers (across from City Hall in the old lumberyard building) 
Visit the Master Gardeners’ Booth! 

 Useful gardening tips 
 Plants and herbs for sale 
 Free handouts...Some items for a fee 
 Tell a friend to sign up for the E-Garden Newsletter… it’s FREE! 

 

Saturdays from now until October 25, 8am–1pm, Ennis Farmers Market. Local vendors 
featuring baked goods and produce, activities for the family, and more. Information at https:// 
www.facebook.com/ennistxfarmersmarket. Located at N. Dallas St. in Downtown Ennis. 

Now until November 26, Autumn at the Arboretum. Over  50,000 pumpkins, gourds, and 
squash come together to form the Pumpkin Village. Many special events are also available 
throughout the festival including a hay bale maze, scavenger hunts, and the Tom Thumb pump-
kin patch. Fall classes include: Herbs, Succulents, Bird Habitats, and Color in Fall & Winter. 
For info about events and visiting the arboretum, go to: www.dallasarboretum.org/ 

Saturday, October 4, 8am–1pm, BRIT First Saturday–Fall Harvest. Enter tainment and 
events include: Ask a Botanist, Plant Preservation Studio, Bella's Story Time, plant walks and 
talks, public tours, lectures, exhibits, demonstrations, and a farmers market (8-12). For com-
plete details, visit http://www.brit.org/events/more-children-families. 

Saturday, Ocotober 4, 7am–9am, Walk and Talk Bird Tour with Dan Harvey and Jane 
Ramberg at the John Bunker Sands Wetland Center. Binoculars and field guides are 
available for use. Cost: $10.00, includes admission. $5.00 for members. Visit http://
www.wetlandcenter.com/ for directions and a map. For info, call (972) 474-9100 or email con-
tact@wetlandcenter.com. 

Saturday, October 18, 10am, John Bunker Sands Wetland Center Pond Trail Hike. This 
1.8 mile trail is great for families and those interested in native plants and animals. Cost: $5.00, 
includes admission. Visit http://www.wetlandcenter.com/ for directions and a map. For info, 
call (972) 474-9100 or email contact@wetlandcenter.com. 

Saturday, October 18, 9am–12am, Conservation in Action Workday–Cedar Ridge Pre-
serve. Work in the butter fly garden and on the trails. Water  and snacks provided. For  
info, call Jim Varnum at (214) 543-2055 or email jevarnum@aol.com. 7171 Mountain Creek 
Parkway, Dallas. www.audubondallas.org/cedarridge.html 

Saturday, October 25, 9am–12pm, Dogwood Canyon—Fourth Saturday Workday. Lo-
cated at 1206 W. FM 1382, Cedar Hill. For info, contact Julie Collins at jcollins@audubon.org. 
 

Indian Trail Master Naturalists 
For more info, call (972) 825-5175 or email ellis-tx@tamu.edu 

Visit: http://txmn.org/indiantrail/ 

Saturday, October 4, 7pm, “Explore the Park after Dark” Enjoy an easy hike on a mowed 
path, hands-on activities, and tasty refreshments while learning about creatures of the night. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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It’s October….What Needs To Be Done? 

Planting 

 Plant vines and ground covers from containers. 

 Put in cool-season annuals such as pansies, Johnny-Jump-Ups, violas, 
dianthus, snapdragons, ornamental kale/cabbage, and alyssum. Mix in 
some blood meal with the amended soil.  

 Plant leeks (elephant garlic), garlic from cloves, and onions from sets or 
bulbs in soil enriched with organic matter.  

 Daffodils and other spring-flowering bulbs such as Dutch iris, grape hya-
cinth, rain lilies, and ranunculus can be put in the ground now. Some 
varieties of daffodils return each year. Other bulbs should be considered 
annuals in our area and new bulbs planted each year. 

 Save seeds from annuals you want to plant next year. Take cuttings from 
perennials. 

 Seeds from hybrid plants may not produce the same plant. It is best to 
take cuttings of these plants.  

 Chill tulip and hyacinth bulbs in the bottom of the refrigerator for 60 
days before planting in December.  

Fertilizing and Pruning 

 Fertilize lawns the first week of the month if it was not done in Septem-
ber. 

 Remove annuals that have completed their life cycle. Leave seed pods of 
those you want to self-seed next year (for example, cleome, larkspur, 
Dahlberg daisy, four o’clock, and cosmos). 

 Continue to feed tropical plants in containers and hanging baskets with a 
water-soluble fertilizer.  

 Lightly prune vigorous shrubs to maintain shape and size. 

Garden Watch 

 Watch for signs of brown-patch fungus on St. Augustine lawns. Treat 
with an appropriate fungicide. 

 To prevent potential insect and disease next year, remove and toss all 
dead vegetable plants in the garden. 

 Insects can be a problem if the weather stays hot. Look for whiteflies, 
aphids, spider mites, and scale. If treatment is necessary, contact a Mas-
ter Gardener at your Texas AgriLife Extension Service at (972) 825-
5175 or a nursery professional.  

Fall Aster (Aster oblongifolius) is a decidu-
ous native perennial from the Great Plains of 
the U.S. that only blooms in the fall. The fall 
aster is a compact bushy plant that grows 
well in dry to medium well-drained soil. As-
ters can be planted anytime, but during the 
cooler temperatures of fall weather is the best 
time to get plants established. Supplemental 
watering will be necessary once or twice 
weekly during the growing season. 

The one inch lavender blooms are present 
from late September to October and last three 
to four weeks. The blooms contrast nicely 
with the fall blooms of Mexican Mint Mari-
gold and the silvery foliage of Artemesia.  

Several species of butterflies take enormous 
interest in the daisy-like flowers as a source 
of nectar. Monarchs can be seen stopping by 
as they migrate southward. Prune fall asters 
in mid-May to delay blooming until fall and 
to encourage a heavier production of blooms. 
Prune entire plant to the ground after winter 
freeze. 

Asters can suffer from root rot, powdery mildew and cut-
worms. The plant can be divided from the original clump up 
until the first of June. Mature clumps will not suffer if left 
undivided for three or four years. After it goes dormant, 
wait to cut back to the basal rosette in late fall, early winter. 
Sow seeds 5/8 inch deep outside in fall or provide cold 
stratification. Asters may also be propagated by softwood 
cuttings taken in late spring.  
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Featured Texas Wild Flower of the Month  
Submitted by Melinda Kocian 

Ellis County Master Gardener 

Free and open to the public. No pets please. Mockingbird Nature Park, 1361 Onward Road (corner of Mockingbird Lane and Onward 
Road), Midlothian Please pre-register: Indiantrailmn@gmail.com. Sponsors: Midlothian Parks and Recreation Department and Indian 
Trail Master Naturalists 

Saturday, October 11, 9am, Wildflower Walk. Member s of the ITMN will be leading a walk at Mockingbird Nature Park. Because 
the weather and the wildflowers at the back of the park are “cooler” right now, the walk will be a full mile. Free to the public. Partici-
pants should bring drinking water. The walk will be canceled if raining. The park is located at 1361 Onward Road, at the corner of 
Mockingbird Lane and Onward Road in Midlothian. Info at: http://txmn.org/indiantrail/ or email: Information@itmnc.com 

Monday, October 27, 7pm, Indian Trail Master Naturalists present “Beneficial Bats”. Rebecca Schumacher, Texas Master Natural-
ist and Veterinary Technician, will present a program on the fascinating and beneficial bat. Rebecca will give us a peek into the world of 
the bat, its’ habits, how they benefit the environment and agriculture, as well as some practical information about our local bats and how 
we can learn to share space with them and what to do in case of a "bat encounter". The program is free and follows the 6pm Master Natu-

ralist meeting that is also open to the public. Meeting location: First United Methodist Church, Family Life Center 505 W. Marvin Ave., 
Waxahachie, TX. For more info, call (972) 825-5175 or email ellis-tx@tamu.edu 

Texas Discovery Gardens 
3601 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Dallas 

TexasDiscoveryGardens.org 

Now through October 19, Texas Discovery Gardens gets Fresh for the Fair! Enjoy great exhibits and kid-friendly fun. Extended 
hours 10am–7pm; half priced admission. State Fair fees and parking apply during the fair. 

Friday, October 31, 3pm–4pm and Saturday, November 1, 9am–10am, Plant Sale Safaris. In this pre-sale tour, the Director of 
Horticulture, Roger Sanderson, shows how to incorporate native and adapted plants into your landscape. Learn about the environmental 
conditions they thrive in and the beneficial insects they attract. $15, $10 for TDG Members. Advance registration strongly encouraged.  

Saturday, November 1, 10am–2 pm, Fall Plant Sale. Rare native pollinator -friendly plants are a specialty at Discovery Gardens. 
Enjoy native and adapted plants that are hard to find in local nurseries! Members also receive 10% off plants.  

Cedar Ridge Preserve 
7171 Mountain Creek Parkway, Dallas 

www.audubondallas.org/cedarridge.html 

Saturday, October 18, 9am–12pm, Conservation in Action Workday. Work in the butter fly garden and on the trails. Water  and 
snacks provided. For info, call Jim Varnum at (214) 543-2055 or email jevarnum@aol.com. 

What’s Happening (Continued from page 1) 

Texas Skeleton Plant–Sunflower Family (Asteraceae) 
 Lygodesmia texana (T. & G.) Greene 
 
Region: 2-10 (Ellis County is Region 4) 
Size: 2 feet 
Blooms: April through October, Perennial 
 
Skeleton plant grows upright, with several smooth, slender stems rising from a 
basal rosette. Upper leaves are reduced to scales, giving the plant its stemmy, 
skeletal appearance. Solitary flowers are lavender, pale blue, or rose, and open 
for only a few morning hours. A slightly cupped, fragrant, two-inch flower head 
is held in a vase of bracts on the top of each stem. The eight to twelve ray flow-

ers have squared tips, each notched with five tiny, sharp teeth. 

Easily grown from seed, skeleton plant is particularly attractive massed in the garden. It is found in sandy, clay, or calcareous 
soils, in openings and on slopes or prairies. In a habitat with just a little extra moisture, it often forms small, eye-catching col-
onies. Indians balled droplets of the milky, resinous sap from this plant for chewing gum. 

mailto:Indiantrailmn@gmail.com
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Herb of the Month 
By Arlene Hamilton 

Ellis County Master Gardener 

October Herb of the Month: 
Mexican Mint Marigold 

You may have noticed a sturdy little 
plant with clusters of three-quarter inch 
golden flowers blooming 
in the October garden. 
Mexican mint marigold 
has a lot to offer the Texas 
gardener. It thrives in our 
hot, humid climate. Its 
bright yellow flowers are 
the last to bloom before 
frost and it has a licorice-
anise aroma.  

Many southern cooks use 
its dark green leaves as a 
substitute for French tarra-
gon, a temperamental herb 
that seldom grows success-
fully in the southern gar-
den. Native to the moun-
tains of Mexico and Cen-
tral America, this neat, 
upright plant will grow to 
three feet, but looks best if 
pruned back in midsum-
mer. 

According to legend, the 
ancient Aztec chieftains 
used a powder made from 
the leaves to calm the vic-
tims of sacrificial rituals. 

The fresh leaves can be 
chopped and used to sea-
son chicken, fish, and sal-
ad greens. The sweet, anise 
flavor brews up a wonderful tea, either 
hot or iced. When making a white sauce 
or a cheese sauce, add some chopped 
mint marigold toward the end of the 
cooking time as its flavor breaks down 
quickly when heated. In salads, vinegars, 
oils, or quick-cooking recipes, substitute 
it for French tarragon in equal propor-
tions. 

Foil-baked fish is a fragrant treat when 
cooked with this herb. Place one pound 
of fresh fillets on a piece of buttered alu-
minum foil or parchment. Slash the fil-
lets at two-inch intervals and insert a thin 

slice of lemon into each cut. Dot the fish 
with butter, salt and pepper to taste, then 
sprinkle with a cup of chopped Mexican 
mint marigold leaves. 

Double-fold the edges of the foil to seal; 
fold parchment around the fish, letter 
style, then turn the ends under. Bake the 
packet no more than 20 minutes in an 
oven preheated to 350°F. The fish is 
done when it flakes easily. Avoid over-
cooking. (Recipe from Mother Earth 
Living) 

Mint marigold’s dried leaves and flowers 
add fragrance and color to potpourris 
and sachets. Harvest the long stems be-
fore a frost, while they are still green and 
with bright flowers. Bundle, tie, and 
hang in a dark dry place to dry. When 

crisp-dry, remove from stems and add to 
a potpourri of other aromatic herbs and 
flowers. The flowers add long-lasting 
color to fresh bouquets and dried ar-

rangements.  

This robust plant thrives in al-
most any well-drained soil and 
is relatively easy to grow. It re-
quires very little fertilizer and 
will tolerate short droughts. 
Place in full sun for best blooms. 
In our Zone 8, mint marigold 
will die back in the winter, but 
new green shoots will emerge in 
early summer, after the soil has 
become warm.  

If you have allowed the seeds to 
remain on the plant they will 
scatter and germinate in late 
summer with a profusion of ro-
bust seedlings. These seedlings 
are easy to propagate and move 
to new locations or share with 
lucky friends. The flowers will 
attract bees and butterflies to 
your garden. I have planted 
some with blue fall asters for a 
striking color combination in a 

west-facing flow-
er bed. Pink roses 
in their autumn 
blush offer an 
additional splash 
of color. 

The leaves of Mexican tarragon 

have an anise-like flavor that serves 

as a substitute for French tarragon 

in warm, humid climates. 

 

Save The Date! 
Saturday, March 28, 2015 
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October brings us to the time of year in 
North Central Texas when Monarch but-
terflies migrate through our area. They 
are sometimes called the “Milkweed 
Butterfly” because the larvae eat them 
exclusively. The female lays her eggs on 
the host plant and those plants are the 
key to the Monarch’s survival when they 
turn into caterpillars. 

Once they eat their fill of the milkweed 
plant, they find a safe place to pupate, or 
form a chrysalis. After emerging, the 
adult butterfly seeks nectar plants to 
feed on. The best butterfly habitats 
need both the host plant and nectar 
plants, and a pesticide-free environ-
ment. They will thrive in this envi-
ronment and continue to multiply. 

Monarchs are known for the incred-
ible mass migration that brings mil-
lions to Mexico, flying up to 3,000 
miles to get there! Only the fourth 
or fifth generation will make the 
final part of the journey. 

Once there, they roost for the win-
ter in the fir forests of Central Mex-

ico. When spring arrives they will 
journey home and start the cycle all 
over again. 

If you live in the Waxahachie area, 
visit the Master Gardener’s Butterfly 
Garden on the Hike and Bike Trail 
behind the rodeo grounds on Howard 
Road, and you may see some! 

I hope you enjoy their beauty as they 
travel through our area toward 
warmer climates this fall. The pic-
tures here are from my home garden. 

The Monarchs are Back! 
With Jane LaComette 

Ellis County Master Gardener 
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Daffodils are a lovely addition to the 
spring garden. These easy to care for 
flowers will add bright spots of sunshine 
that will return year after year. Nurseries 
and garden centers stock up in Septem-
ber so purchase your bulbs now while 
the selection is good. Don’t be misled 
into planting these bulbs too early in 
Texas or they will rot. Look for firm 
bulbs with no blemishes, but hold your 
bulbs and plant when the soil cools off 
significantly (below 55 degrees), for 
most, in November to January. 

Daffodils, Narcissus spp., bulbs are per-
haps the easiest-to-grow, biggest-bang-
for-the-buck flowers you can plant. All 
the hard work has already been done by 
the commercial growers to produce high-
quality bulbs. 

Daffodils provide a dependable and 
longer bloom period than other bulbs. 
They require no special handling (no pre
-chilling) and some return year after 
year. Dr. Doug Welsh, professor and 
extension horticulturist at Texas A&M, 
recommends these varieties:  Artic Gold, 
Carlton, Ceylon, Dallas, February Gold, 
Fortune, Ice Follies, Rijnveld’s Early 
Sensation, Tahiti, and Trousseau. Neil 
Sperry adds Grand Primo, Geranium. 
Cheerfulness, Golden Cheerfulness, and 
Suzy to his list of favorites. 

When growing daffodils, they should be 
planted in groups of ten or more. All you 
do is make a loose circle with about sev-
en bulbs and put three in the middle. For 
aesthetic rea-
sons, you don’t 
want to mix dif-
ferent cultivars 
within each 
planting group.  

The effect will 
be better if you 
plant one kind 
together, such as 
a group of ten 
“Ice Follies’ (my 
personal favor-
ite). You can 
plant these in 
bigger blocks if 
your space al-
lows it, using 25 
or more bulbs. 

Planting Tips 

1. Be sure to 
plant daffodil 
bulbs with the 
pointy end up and the fatter, some-
what flattened end (the bulb plate) 
down. If ever unsure which end is up, 
plant a bulb sideways. 

2. Plant your daffodils three times as 
deep as the bulb is tall. In other 
words, if a bulb is two inches from 
the base to the tip, you would dig a 
six-inch deep hole. Plant the bulbs 
more deeply in sandy soil, and more 
shallowly in heavier clay soils. Small 
bulbs may be set two to three inches 
apart while larger bulbs can be spaced 
further apart. 

3. Fertilizer is best used sparingly, but 
organic material such as composted 
bark or compost from your own gar-
den can be worked into the top eight 
to 10 inches of soil. Organic fertilizer 
sources such as cottonseed meal or 
alfalfa meal applied at five pounds 
per 100 square feet of bed area are 

helpful. High nitrogen fertilizers are 
not recommended. 

4. Cover the bulbs with soil and then 
water them well after you’ve finished 

planting. Mulch the area with pine 
bark mulch, chopped leaves, or what-
ever you usually use as mulch to help 
protect it. Water during dry spells the 
first season after planting. 

Resist cutting back the yellow foliage 
after blooming. The bulbs need all their 
foliage to generate energy for next year’s 
bloom. 
Growing daffodils is very reliable and 
they will come back year after year. 
Combining them with other kinds of 
plants such as perennials, annuals, and 
shrubs, will make your garden a livelier 
and most interesting area. 

Daffodils in a container? Try what we 
refer to as “lasagna” gardening.  Start 
with at least a 14-inch container. Place a 
layer of tall-growing bulbs such as nar-
cissus, daffodils, and snowflakes in six 
inches deep in the container. Cover with 

(Continued on page 7) 

By: Shirley Campbell, Ellis County Master Gardener 
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two inches of soil, add a second layer of 
bulbs such as hyacinths (chilled for 45 
days in refrigerator) and Dutch iris. Cov-
er with another two inches of soil, and 
add the final layer of small bulbs such as 
Ranunculus, anemones, and grape hya-
cinths. Finally, add an inch of soil fol-
lowed by an inch of mulch. Top off the 
“lasagna” planting with a plant cover of 
annuals such as pansies, dianthus, or 
bluebonnets plus mulch. Water well. 
Make it as luxurious or as simple as you 
have time and money.  

     

Daffodils...(Continued from page 6) 

 

Are you a Facebooker? Ellis County Master Gardeners 
are on Facebook and we’d love to have you join us. Use 
our page as your point of contact to ask us gardening 
questions or get information about flowers, vegetables 
and herbs…we cover it all! You’ll find us at the link be-
low, and all you have to do is click the “Like” button to 
see our daily posts! We look forward to hearing from you 
with questions and comments.  

https://www.facebook.com/ECMGA 

Midlothian Community Day 

at Ridgeview Park 

Come out to meet some of the local county Master 
Gardeners, ask questions, pick up informative articles 
and pamphlets, and get a tour of the park. 

There will be prizes and light refreshments.  Mark 
your calendar for October 4th and stop by anytime 
between 8am and 11am.  The park is located at 750 
Walter Stephenson Rd. 

October Farmers Market Events  
October 4th-Come on by for a sampling of pesto and herb 
butters with Susan Clark. Master Gardeners are still offer-
ing plants from their gardens. Most plants are just $1 or 
$2 per pot. 

October 11th-It's the second Saturday and that means kids 
activity day at the market. The first 50 children will get to 
decorate and take home a pie pumpkin, so bring the kids 
and grandkids for a fun time. Also be sure to check out 
the selection "from our gardens" at the Master Gardener 
booth. 

October 18th-It's savory soup day! Come by the market 
and sample Minestrone soup using some of the fall veg-
gies available at the market.  

Only one more week left before the season ends. Be sure 
to visit your favorite vendors to say thanks for all they do 
for the local community. 

October 25th-Today at the market, it’s community give 
back/food pantry donation day. We'd like to end this sea-
son's Farmers Market by having everyone who comes by 
bring a donation for the local food pantry...let's all help 
keep the pantry full. 

Water throughout the winter. In spring, the results will be stunning! 

https://www.facebook.com/ECMGA
https://www.facebook.com/SUCollegeOfEd
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Light House for Learning 
(With the Ellis County Master Gardeners) 

For reservations, call Melissa Cobb at (972) 923-4631. 
Register online at http://www.wisd.org/default.aspx?name=CO_LighthouseforLearning 

Monday, October 13, 6pm–7:30pm Culinary Herbs and Edible Flowers. Are you ready to star t an herb 
garden? Have you ever tasted a flower? Learn the basics of growing herbs and edible flowers and how to harvest 
and prepare them. Not all flowers are edible, some are even poisonous so learn the “Dos and Don’ts” of using 
flowers in food. Learn how to combine herbs and edible flowers into tasty and colorful dishes. Fall is the perfect 
time to begin planning your herb and edible flower garden. So come and learn how to get started. Instructor: Ar-
lene Hamilton Cost: $12.00 

Monday, November 3, 6pm–7:30pm Seed Saving. Learn to harvest, clean and store seeds for  successful ger-
mination. Learn how to save heirloom vegetables and perennial flowers. Determine what plants are best for seed 
saving and when to propagate from existing plants. Instructor: Monica Nyenhuis Cost: $12.00 

Monday, November 17, 6pm–7:30pm Drip Irrigation–The Basics. We are all aware that water  is one of our  most precious 
commodities and that we need to be very careful how we use water in our gardens. Drip irrigation is the most efficient way to water 
gardens and trees and it is the system that makes the most sense in terms of conserving and limiting water use. In this hands-on class 
you will learn the types of equipment used in drip systems, how to design a drip system, and how to install and maintain the system. 
Instructor: J im Goss Cost: $12.00 

Monday, December 1, 6pm–7:30pm Greenhouse Management. Consider ing buying or  building your  own greenhouse? Learn 
the basics of green- house management, starting with choices of site, design, heating, cooling, lighting and watering needs. You will 
learn about propagation and will experience hands on learning in the WHS Green- house. Instructor: Jim Dockins Cost: $12.00 

Tuesdays, October 7–28, four classes 6pm–8pm Ag 101–Beginning Farmer/Rancher. Join this exper ienced instructor  as you 
cover topics: soils and soil fertility, soil testing, pasture management, basic livestock productions and pond manage- ment. This class 
will be held at the Ellis County Texas A&M Agri Life Extension Office at 701 S. I-35E, Suite 3 in Waxahachie. Instructor: Mark 
Arnold, County Extension Agent, Agriculture & Natural Resources Cost: $22.00 

I bought a cute, little (about four inch tall) plant at the 2014 Lawn & Gar-
den Expo called Red Mahogany Hibiscus. I was unfamiliar and I didn’t 
read about it before it was planted. I really expected blooms, but what I got 
was even better...it resembles a mini Japanese maple. What a beauty! 

The deep burgundy color makes a perfect tall background plant that grows 
up to six feet. It is a full sun annual and drought, deer, and heat resistant. It 
will also flourish as a pond plant. The picture you see is really only half of 
the plant since it was broken in a strong 
wind. Staking might be necessary. 

I will forever save a spot in my garden 
for this beauty, and next year I’ll plan 
better for what I put in the foreground. 
Red Mahogany Hibiscus is a show stop-
per for sure. Look for it at the 2015 
Lawn & Garden Expo. 

Interested in water issues? Check out 
http://droughtmoniter.un/edu 

What a Beauty! 
With Susan Gilliland 

Ellis County Master Gardener 

http://www.wisd.org/default.aspx?name=CO_LighthouseforLearning
http://droughtmoniter.un/edu
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Prepare for Bulbs 
in the Landscape Now 

By Dr. William C. Welch, Professor and 
Landscape Horticulturist 

Planting spring bulbs in the fall is as natu-
ral as falling leaves and football games. It 
is an opportunity neglected by the home 
gardener if he does not include some of the 
hardy, easy-to-grow spring beauties in the 
garden this fall. Bulbs are truly some of 
the simplest of flowers to grow, easy to 
care for, and inexpensive. All they ask is a 
fall planting, and they will reward you 
with weeks of early spring 
color, fragrance, and beauty. 

Success with spring bulbs 
will depend to a large extent 
on selection of good, healthy, 
quality bulbs. Second-rate 
bulbs or bargain bulbs pro-
duce second-rate flowers, and 
often first-rate disappoint-
ment. To be assured of top 
quality bulbs and desirable 
varieties, order or purchase 
bulbs as early as possible. 

In general, good bulbs pro-
duce flowers the first season 
after planting, as the flower 
buds are already formed when 
the bulbs are purchased and 
planted. This emphasizes the 
importance of purchasing 
quality bulbs, as the quality of 
flowers is determined by the bulbs and not 
affected to a great extent by cultural condi-
tions or growth practices. 

One can be assured that the larger the bulb, 
the larger the bloom. Many disease prob-
lems can also be eliminated by obtaining 
healthy, disease-free bulbs. 

If you purchase bulbs early, before plant-
ing time in October and November, store 
them in a cool, dry, well-ventilated area 
until planting. Excessively high tempera-
tures will cause the bulbs to dry out and 
result in injury to the flower bud inside the 
bulb. 

When thumbing through a colorful bulb 
catalog, one quickly sees the wide variety 
and selection of spring bulb choices. The 
grower, however, should be aware that not 

all varieties produce well in the South, out 
of their native colder areas. Yet there re-
main enough successful types to make the 
decision about which to choose very diffi-
cult. Texas growers may choose from daf-
fodils or narcissus, tulips, Dutch hyacinths, 
French-Roman hyacinths, grape hyacinths, 
Ipheon and Dutch iris, and leucojum, to 
name a few. 

Some spring bulbs, such as tulips and 
Dutch hyacinths, require a cold treatment 
prior to planting to have them perform 
better in the South, where the winters are 

comparatively mild. Tulips and Dutch hya-
cinths should be placed in the vegetable 
bin of the grower's refrigerator for 45 to 60 
days prior to planting. They should never 
be frozen, and should be planted immedi-
ately upon removal from cold treatment.  

An early selection and proper treatment of 
bulbs now will insure a beautiful and col-
orful spring, come March. 

Forcing Bulbs for Indoor Enjoyment  

As you select spring-flowering bulbs, set a 
few choice ones aside for indoor forcing. 
They will add a bit of cheer and color to 
the indoor landscape during the winter 
months. Bulbs that are good for indoor 
forcing include crocuses, grape hyacinths, 
daffodils, and tulips. 

Pot the bulbs as soon as they are available. 

Prepare the soil by mixing equal parts of 
soil, peat, and sand. Place a one-inch layer 
of gravel in the bottom of the pot. Firm the 
soil around the bulbs, leaving the tips of 
large bulbs showing above the surface. 
Barely cover small bulbs, and space them 
about one-half-inch apart in the pot. 

Newly potted bulbs should be stored at 
temperatures from 40 degree to 50 degrees 
F, for 10 to 12 weeks. Success with forc-
ing bulbs depends upon the development 
of roots during the cold-storage period. 
Keep the soil moist, but not saturated. The 

vegetable drawer in the refrig-
erator provides excellent cold 
storage conditions. 

After cold storage treatment, 
place the bulbs in a cool, semi-
lighted location. Gradually 
move them to a sunny location 
for good growth and color. Do 
not allow the bulbs to dry out 
any time during the forcing 
period. 

Most bulbs will be in flower by 
January. However, if you pur-
chase pre-treated bulbs, it is 
possible to have blooms by 
Christmas 

Garden Checklist 
for October 

 October through November 
is an excellent time to purchase 
bulbs while there is still a good 

selection. Bulbs can be planted at any 
time, except tulips and hyacinths. 

 Refrigerate tulip and hyacinth bulbs un-
til mid-to-late December before plant-
ing. The lower part of the refrigerator is 
best. Do not leave bulbs in airtight plas-
tic bags during refrigerator storage. 

 Plant bulbs in well-prepared beds. The 
base of the bulb should be at a depth that 
is three times the diameter of the bulb. 
In sandy soil, set bulbs slightly deeper; 
in clay soils, slightly shallower. 

 Start collecting leaves for composting. 
Be sure to have enough soil on hand to 
cover each 6-inch layer of leaves with 
several inches of soil. Add about one 

(Continued on page 10) 

Landscape Gardening  

From: Gail Haynes, Ellis County Master Gardener 

Ellis County Master Gardeners have a website at www.ecmga.com. Check it for information on gardening in 
Ellis County, sign up for this monthly newsletter, or access other websites, including the Texas A&M Horti-
culture website. Questions for Master Gardeners will be answered with a return email or telephone call when 
you leave a message at (972) 825-5175.  

http://www.ecmga.com/
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pound of a complete lawn or garden fer-
tilizer to each leaf layer to provide the 
necessary nitrogen for decomposition. 
Thoroughly wet the leaf layer before 
adding soil. 

 Check your nursery or garden center for 
plants of snapdragons, pinks, sweet Wil-
liams, poppies, and calendulas. Planted 
now, they will usually provide a riot of 
spring color. 

 Keep Christmas cacti in a sunny spot 
with nighttime temperatures below 65 
degrees F.; buds drop if nighttime tem-
peratures rise above 70 degrees F., or if 
the plants become excessively dry. To 
initiate flower buds, Christmas cacti 
should be kept in total darkness from 
5pm until 8pm for about 30 days in Oc-
tober. 

 If you have saved seed from your favor-
ite plants, first air-dry them, and then 
place in an airtight con-

tainer and refrigerate. Carefully label 
each packet. Remember, plants grown 
from hybrid plant seed seldom resemble 
the parent plant. 

 Prepare planting beds for pansies as 
soon as they are available at garden cen-
ters, and the night temperatures are con-
sistently cool. Pansies need well-drained 
soil and at least a half day of sun. It is 
best to use started plants, as seed is diffi-
cult to handle. Other annuals to plant 
now include ornamental kale and cab-
bage, snapdragons, sweet alyssum, and 
petunias. 

 If you wish to save caladium tubers for 
another year, dig in late October and 
allow them to dry in a well ventilated 
but shaded area. After seven to 10 days, 
remove the leaves and dirt; then, store in 
dry peat moss, vermiculite, or similar 
material. Pack so that the tubers do not 
touch each other, and dust with an all-
purpose fungicide. Store the container in 
an area where temperatures won't drop 

below 50 degrees F. 

 If twig girdlers have infested your trees, 
and many twigs and branches are drop-
ping, make sure these are collected and 
destroyed, since the eggs are deposited 
in that portion of the branch that drops to 
the ground. 

 There is still time to divide and reset 
perennials such as phlox, violets, iris, 
daylilies, and shasta daisies. 

 October is a good time to reduce the 
potential for insects and disease in next 
year's garden. Clean up the garden, re-
moving all annuals that have completed 
their life cycle. Remove the tops of all 
herbaceous perennials when they finish 
flowering, or as soon as frost kills the 
leaves. 

 Holly plants with a heavy set of fruit 
often suffer from a fertilizer deficiency. 
Applying a complete fertilizer late in 
October can be helpful, and will provide 
a head start next spring. 

Landscape Gardening (Continued from page 9) 

Interested in becoming a  
2015 Expo Sponsor Or  

Expo Exhibitor? 
 

Contact James Kocian at 
expo.ecmga@yahoo.com 

 
 

Reserve the date: March 28, 2015! 

The Ellis County Master Gardener Association announces its annual photo contest is underway beginning October 1, 2014. 
Last date for submissions is March 1, 2015. 

Grab your cameras and get out in your yard, garden, and Ellis County and take your best shot! You can submit up to five 
photos, so you may want to submit photos from different seasons, as well as, your  personal favor ite. Please do not 
include people in your  photos. 

For contest details and submission of entries, go to Photo Contest at www.ecmga.com. There is no cost to enter the contest, 
and photographers can enter up to five photographs per category. Prizes will be awarded to first, second, and third place in 
each of two categories: “Single Specimen” and “In the Garden”. Each winner will receive a gift certificate from one of the 
following businesses: Roland’s Nursery or The Greenery in Waxahachie or EarthTones Greenery in Midlothian. 

http://www.ecmga.com
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Thank You All!! 

Thanks to the sponsors, exhibitors, and visitors for making the  
2014 - 14th Annual  

Ellis County Master Gardeners’ Lawn & Garden Expo 
such a success!  

EarthTones Greenery 

Renewal by Anderson 

Vintage Bank 

Waxahachie Civic 
Center 

AmeriGrafix 

CNB of Texas 

Cross Country Pest Control 

Ennis Garden Club 

Happy Pest Solutions 

Roland’s Nursery & Landscape 

Tex-Scapes Greenery 

Window World 

Exhibitors 

We couldn’t do it without your support! 

AA Landscape & Fence 

Agronomic Partners Inc. 

Artisan Outdoor Lighting 

Backyard Masters 

Barris Pottery & Ceramics 

Betha’s Best 

Bluemoon Soaps 

Brim Seed Company 

Central Kubota 

CKB Designs 

CNB of Texas 

Concrete and More 

Concrete Miracles 

Costco Wholesale 

Countryside Greenhouse 

Creative Quilters Guild  

Cross Country Pest Control 

Crystal Clear Custom Pools 

Crystal Connections 

Derksen Buildings 

DFW Custom Decks 

EarthTones Greenery 

EarthTones Maintenance 

Ellis A&M Club 

Ellis Co. Habitat for Humanity 

Ellis County Engineering 

Ellis County Extension 

Ellis-Prairie Soil &  

    Water District 

Ennis Garden Club 

Garden Charms 

Garden Inspirations 

Garden Variety Organics 

Gardenscapes by Diane 

Gardenuity 

Gary's Greenhouse 

Girl Scout Troop #1029 

Green Garden Club 

Happy Pest Solutions 

H-E-B 

Homestead Gristmill 

Homestead Maintenance BCS 

Hot Produx 

Indian Trail Master Naturalist 

Innovative Products 

Invisible Fence of Texas 

Jams Jellies and More 

Just Nuts 

Kahuna Satellite 

Kaitlyn's Styles of Pasta 

KBEC 1390 

Landmark Equipment 

Leaf Guard North Texas 

Living Magazine 

Lowe's 

Off Avenue Studio 

Ovilla Garden Club 

Pastamore Gourmet Foods 

Piddling Peddler 

R & E Plants 

Renewal by Andersen 

Roland's Nursery & Landscape 

S & S Sandblasting Arts 

Sky Homes 

Sophora Landscapes, LLC 

SplashAway Pool 

Sweet Sister Enterprises 

Texas Bluebird Society 

Texas Honeybee Guild 

Texas Toffee 

Tex-Scapes Greenery 

The Greenery 

Tommy's Bird Houses 

Tomorrow's Treasures 

Travis Equipment 

Turf-Scape, Inc. 

Vintage Bank 

Waxahachie Care 

Waxahachie Daily Light 

Waxahachie High School Plants 

Wimbish Tree Farm 

Window World 


