
W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardener’s E-Gardening newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to 
give you a month by month agenda of what you should be doing to your landscape. We will be featuring hor-

ticulture articles that we hope you will find interesting, important dates where you can find the Master Gardeners 
speaking, demonstrating and passing out information relative to your garden. If you would like to receive this 
newsletter monthly via your email address, log onto our website www.ECMGA.com, click on subscribe, and it will 
be sent around the 1st of every month. Best of all; it’s FREE!                                              Melinda Kocian, editor  
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Listen to KBEC...... 
 

Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m. on 
1390 AM. 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners 
have a 5-minute segment every 
week, offering you helpful informa-
tion on what you need to be doing 
in your landscape, as well as 
“happenings” around the county. 
Be sure to listen in! 

Melinda Kocian 

Lighthouse for Learning 
(with the Ellis County Master Gardeners) 

For reservations, call Melissa Cobb, 972-923-4631 
 

Thursday, Oct. 2,  6:00-7:30 - Iris (official flower of Waxahachie). Learn origin, early 
uses and a media presentation. Plus take home a rhizome to plant in your yard. Instruc-
tors:  DeAnn Bell and David Smith; Cost: $10.00 
 

Monday, Oct. 6, 6:00-7:30 - Rainwater Harvesting. Learn basics of rainwater harvest-
ing, collection systems and materials needed, landscaping and gardening with rainwater in 
mind. Instructor Pam Daniel; Cost: $10.00. 
 

Thursday, October 9, 6-8:00. In a “Jam” - Learn the art of canning. If you have canned 
before but would like to brush up on your skills, join us and have fun learning the steps to 
can fruits and vegetables. You will make strawberry jam in class. Instructor: Kim Ellis; 
Cost: $10.00+$10.00 supply fee paid to instructor. 
 

Monday, October 20, 6:00-7:30. Native Plants. Learn what plants are native and how 
easy these plants adapt to your garden. Learn why and how these plants can enhance your 
garden. Instructor: Bill Abbott; Cost: $10.00 
 

Monday, October 20, 6:00-7:30. Azaleas. Learn easy ways to have azaleas in your 
flower beds. Learn how to grow and enjoy the blooms of early spring and again in the fall. 
Instructor: Sandra Jones; cost: $10.00 
 

Monday, October 27, 6:00-7:30. Planning, Planting, Pruning and Protecting Trees. 
Learn the best trees for our area and their appropriate placement in the residential land-
scape. Experience planting and pruning demonstrations as well as methods for maintain-
ing disease-free, healthy trees. Instructors have recently completed Citizen Forester train-
ing provided by the Fort Worth Parks Department. Instructors: Betty Reuscher and Linda 
Moxley; Cost: $10.00. 
 

Mondays Sept. 22 - Oct. 13 (4 classes), 6-8:00. “Ag 101” - Designed for New and 
Small Acreage Landowners - Session A. Join this experienced instructor as you cover 
topics: soils and soil fertility, soil testing, pasture management, basic livestock produc-
tions and pond management. Instructor: Mark Arnold, Ellis County Extension Agent, Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources; Cost $20.00. 
 

Mondays October 20 - November 10 (4 classes), 6:00-8:00. “Ag 101” - Designed for 
New or Small Acreage Landowners - Session B. Ag 101 is also offered in late October. 
Students may choose either session A or session B. Instructor, time and cost is the same as 
above. 
 

What’s Happening in September 
(continues on page 8) 
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Planting and Sowing 
• Early this month, sow scarified bluebonnet seeds and other 

spring wildflowers directly into tilled soil that has been 
cleared of turf. 

• To keep your lawn looking green during the winter months, 
over-seed it with perennial rye. 

 

Fertilizing and Pruning 
• Apply a high-nitrogen or all-nitrogen fertilizer to your lawn 

early this month. This early fall feeding is perhaps the most 
important one of the year.  

• Spring-flowering perennials, shrubs, and vines growing in 
highly organic, loose soil benefit from an application of 
high-phosphate, flower-boosting plant food. 

• Wisterias that don’t bloom well may need to be root-pruned. 
Use a sharpshooter spade to cut horizontal roots 15 to 18 
inches away from the plant’s trunk. 

 

Garden Watch 
• Applications of pre-emergent weedkillers must be made 

early this month, before seeds begin to germinate. Depend-

ing on which weeds you are targeting, it may be necessary to 
apply two different products, one for broadleafed winter an-
nuals such as henbit, dandelions, and chickweed, and one for 
grassy winter weeds such as rescuegrass and annual blue-
grass. 

• Apply a final treatment of Image or Manage before mid-
month to control nutsedge in your lawn and garden beds. 

 

Eliminate fire ants in your landscape by broadcasting a labeled 
bait while temperatures are between 70 and 90 degrees. Follow 
label directions closely to achieve best results. Individual 
mounds that are located in problem areas such as near house 
foundations, garden beds, and high-traffic areas can be elimi-
nated by using a labeled mound drench. Contact your county ex-
tension office for more information. 

Tip of the Month 
 

The use of slow-release fertilizer for gardens can insure better 
growth and a healthier environment; an EARTH-KIND con-
cept.  

It’s September - What Needs to be Done? 

Featured Plant for September 
 

Blue Mist Flower 
Caryopteris spp. 
 

Herbaceous, perennial bedding plant with blue to lavender flowers in 
summer. Plant in prepared soil. It dies to the ground in the winter and 
usually returns in the spring. When in bloom, is a butterfly magnet. 
Plant where it can be viewed from inside the house.   
 

Exposure: Sun to part shade 
Size:         Ht 18-24”, Spread: 2’-3’ 
Spacing:    2’-3’ 

            Texas Rainwater Catchment Association (TRCA) 
                 2009 State Conference 

                         by Rick Daniel, Ellis County Master Gardener 
                        TRCA Board of Directors/Webmaster 

 
The Texas Rainwater Catchment Association (TRCA) is pleased to announce that we are holding our first 
annual State Conference in Kerrville, Texas on March 20th and 21st  of 2009. The mission of TRCA is to 
provide Texas citizens with credible information and resources on rainwater collection, to promote the 
advancement of rainwater conservation and to work with state, county and other local government units in 
promoting rainwater catchment. The agenda of this conference has been put together with that mission in 
mind. The agenda for Friday, the 20th, is targeted towards the rainwater professional, while the agenda for 
Saturday is targeted towards the general public. All are welcome to attend either day. There will also be tours on both dates to visit 
rainwater catchment systems installed in Boerne and Kerrville.  
 

We hope that all you Master Gardener’s and Master Naturalist who have attended “Rainwater Specialist” training, as well as all 
others who have an interest in rainwater catchment will attend. Come and support our new organization and help to ensure our suc-
cess! 
 

For more information, agenda, registration and TRCA membership application, please visit our website, www.texrca.org.  
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It’s getting to be fall and finally cooling off enough to think 
about moving some of those plants around, at least for me. 
Every year I see a place in my yard that begs for a new or differ-
ent plant. My favorites are pass along plants, with Iris being one 
of the most common. At a recent seminar on Iris I learned that I 
could move my Iris almost anytime here in Texas as long as I 
gave them a bit of tender loving care. So watch out Iris, here I 
come! 
 

Tall Bearded Iris love our alkaline soil and can pretty much 
make it on their own after they get their roots established. They 
even like to be divided every three to four years. They need to 
come up, be cleaned up and put back in the new spot with the 
rhizome barely covered with soil. You can cut them back at this 
time to 9 or 10 inches, but don’t try it unless you are moving 
them. They have a tendency to go back to the original white, 
washed out ones if you do. Since they grow all the new babies 
from the heel of the rhizome, they need to be planted “toe to 
toe.” I’m working on a creek bank so I am careful to cover the 
roots well in mud and stomp them in to get out the air plus give 
them an anchor when the creek rises. Iris are one of the bloom-
ers that will anchor a bank with their thick roots cutting down on 

erosion of the creek bank.   
 
Bobbie Mason, local Iris expert, sug-
gested for better blooms that we fertil-
ize. I had always thought Iris didn’t like 
that but I can see where some high 
phosphorus would support better blooming. Bone meal and al-
falfa meal are good sources as is the chemical fertilizer, 10-20-
10. Bobbie likes holidays as reminders as I do and suggested 
Valentines’, Fathers’ Day and Halloween as due dates. 
 

About the only disease that plagues these bearded giants is rot 
and that is corrected when they are planted by cutting off any 
soft spots and then rolling the tuber in a fungicide. There are 
several commercial ones available and dusting sulfur is effec-
tive. Bobbie uses Comet. Yes, the same one we have all used at 
one point to clean the sinks and tubs! She also suggests popping 
off the dead flowers rather than cutting them off to promote a 
better, longer blooming period. 
 

I hope my Iris will put on a show for all of us next summer and I 
hope yours will too!  

                      IRIS 
                                    By Nancy Fenton, Ellis County Master Gardener 

                                                What Is This Sticky Residue? 
                                                              By Jackie Wilhite, Ellis County Master Gardener 
 

In a word, this is “honeydew” which is a sugary excrement secreted by aphids, mealy bugs, soft scales and 
white flies. 
 

These insects belong to the order of Homoptera. Aphids are no more than a quarter of an inch in size, round 
bodied insects that have piercing-sucking mouthparts that eat only the sap of the plant by feeding on the un-
derside of leaves and stems in groups or clusters. The first signs of aphids include the stunting of plants and 
leaves curling. 
 

White flies can be identified by the large number of adults that will flutter away when the plant is disturbed 
resembling flying “dandruff”. Immature white flies are minute green to blackish scale-like insects on the underside of leaves. 
Adults are about 1/16 inch in length, have 4 wings and are covered with white waxy powder. 
 

Plants infected with white flies have a mottled look that will turn yellow and even die if not treated. White flies can be controlled 
with most garden variety pest control methods. 
 

High pressure water spray directed at the underside of leaves can remove aphids from infested plants, if avoiding the use of chemi-
cals. It is usually necessary to repeat this treatment several times. If black sooty mold fungus is present, it is more effective to put a 
small amount of liquid dish soap in a sprayer to loosen the sticky “honeydew” as well as remove the black sooty mold. If it be-
comes necessary to use a pesticide, treatment should be completed very early in the morning or late afternoon to protect bees. 
Avoid using products that are labeled toxic to bees and never use a pesticide if bees are present. Bees are necessary pollinators of 
plants. Wait until the bees have left the plants to treat the invading pests. 
 

Do you have a question for a Master Gardener? Send them to ellis-tx@tamu.edu with “question for Kim” in the subject heading. 
We have specialist in most fields of gardening who would love to help answer your questions. We will include the question and 
answer right here in the paper. Or call the Agrilife Office 972.825.5175. 
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I know it may seem impossible to believe, but the end of sum-
mer is not too far off. Are you ready for fall? There are a few 
things to consider when preparing for your fall garden. Dr. Wil-
liam C. Welch, Professor & Landscape Horticulturist, Texas 
AgriLife Extension Service has a few reminders for us as we 
enter the fall. “When selecting tomato plants for fall harvest, it is 
best to choose smaller-fruited varieties which take less time and 
energy for the plants to produce.” A nice cherry tomato to plant 
is the “Small Fry” or “Cherry Grande”.  
 
One of the most beautiful spring sites on any Texas road is the 
bursting color of wildflowers. Dr. Welch suggests the following: 
“Plant bluebonnet and other spring wildflowers. They must ger-
minate in late summer or early fall, develop good root systems, 
and be ready to grow in spring when the weather warms. Plant 
seed in well-prepared soil, one-half inch deep, and water thor-
oughly. Picking flowers frequently encourages most annuals and 
perennials to flower even more abundant” I don’t know a single 
kid who doesn’t enjoy picking wildflowers to put in the center of 
the table at dinner time. Consider creating a small area for the 
children in your life to plant some wildflowers. Save a little 
money too and decorate your table for free with flowers from 
your own yard! 
 
Dr. Welch reminds us which perennials we need to divide this 
month too.” It is time to divide spring-flowering perennials, such 

as iris, Shasta daisy, oxeye, gaillardia, can-
nas, day lilies, violets, liriope, and ajuga.” 
 
Here are a few flowers we can get started 
from seed now “Snapdragons, dianthus, pan-
sies, calendulas, and other cool-season flowers in flats or in 
well-prepared areas of the garden, for planting outside during 
mid-to-late fall.” 
 
Finally, let’s not forget to give a little TLC to our favorite rose 
bushes.” A late-summer pruning of rosebushes can be beneficial. 
Prune out dead canes and any weak, brushy growth. Cut back 
tall, vigorous bushes to about 30 inches. After pruning, apply 
fertilizer, and water thoroughly. If a preventive disease-control 
program has been maintained, your rose bushes should be ready 
to provide an excellent crop of flowers this fall.” 
 
If you have found these tips helpful and would like to see more 
of what Dr. Welch recommends visit http://aggie-horticulture.
tamu.edu/extension/newsletters/hortupdate/. There are only a 
few more weeks left to visit the Farmers Market too. If you have 
a question and would like to speak face to face with a Master 
Gardener, come on out and visit with us at the Farmers Market. 
While you are there you can pick up some fresh and tasty treats 
grown right here in Ellis County.  

                 Gardening Tips 
                                                                by Kim Ellis, Ellis County Master Gardener 

                       Fairy Rose and Butterfly Bush 
                                by Jeff Simson, Ellis County Master Gardener  
 

T he Fairy Rose was registered or introduced in 1932. It is also classified as an 
EarthKind™ rose. It has a lush, spreading shape that will soften any angle. The 
small, bright green, shiny leaves and the clustered sprays of little, very double 

pink roses are on display throughout the growing season, although summer sun fades 
the flowers to blush white. Massed to create a statement or allowed to gracefully cas-
cade over the edge of flower beds, this rose will be treasured for its versatility. This is 
one of the best summer blooming roses. 
 

Buddleia 'Nanho Blue’, better known as the Butterfly Bush is hardy to zones: 5-9 . It can reach 
heights up to 72-96" tall. The Upright Buddleia, of pure blue, are vigorous growers and create 
long lasting cut flower. Tiny individual flowers are produced in profusion in long, dense trusses. 
In cooler zones, Buddleias die back to the ground each year, sending up a dense group of new 
shoots in late spring that quickly develop into a 6-8 ft. shrub. Lightly scented, Buddleias are very 
attractive to butterflies. Blooms June till frost.  
 

Tip: Cut faded flowers off a butterfly bush regularly to keep it blooming throughout the summer.  
 

If you live in a colder zone, the tops in your butterfly bushes will likely die back over the winter. 
Even so, they will come back the next growing season bigger and better than before. Butterfly bushes prefer full sun; they must 
receive eight or more hours of sun a day to thrive. 
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                  Featured Flowers of the Month  
                                                Submitted by Melinda Kocian 
                                              Ellis County Master Gardener 

                        Waxahachie Downtown Farmers Market 
                                                                    by Arlene Hamilton 
 
There’s more to shop for at the farmers market than garden fresh produce. You will find garden 
art, kitchen gadgets, herbs, plants, cut flowers, coffee and lots of sound horticulture advice from 

the Ellis County Master Gardeners. Several vendors sell organic products including vegetables, fruit, herbs, and 
compost tea. 
 

Organigro, carries over 200 lawn and garden products. They stock organic fertilizers, pest controls, insect repellents, herbicides and 
natural fungus control. The owners, Dewan and Helen Hinsley are at market every Saturday full of helpful information on every-
thing you need for a greener garden, a safer lawn and a healthier home for you family. 
 

I’ve been organic since moving to Waxahachie in 2000. Seeing the black land soil in my back yard for the first time I assumed it 
would be rich soil ready for a bit of tilling and planting. Instead I found earth that was brick hard in the heat and a sticky gumbo in 
the rain. The few earthworms (which indicate rich soil) were shrunken, emaciated, little strings unable to tunnel through the clay. 
After eight years and several truck loads of mushroom compost, organic mulch and lots of tilling, our yard and garden team with 
wildlife. The earth worms are fat and happy. We have snakes, tree frogs, geckos, and our newest inhabitants, small green lizards 
called anoles. They first arrived last fall, quickly multiplied and spread throughout the many garden beds. We enjoy watching them 
watch us and inflating a red sack on their neck called a dewlap, if we get too close or startle them. Lizards are beneficial; a sign of 
a pesticide free area and eat cockroaches, grubs, flies and ants; a real blessing to the garden. 
 

The Waxahachie Downtown Farmers Market is open every Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the south side of the Ellis 
County courthouse square. For information on being a seller call (972) 938-2101 ext. 198. 
 

Arlene Hamilton is an Ellis County master gardener and a volunteer with the Downtown Farmers Market. She can be contacted at 
a.p.hamilton@att.net.  

                       Saucer Magnolia 

                                    Magnolia x soulangiana  
 

R anging from a medium-sized deciduous shrub to a small tree, the saucer magnolia can 
reach a height of 25 feet, so be sure to give it adequate room in your landscape. It is an 
early and prolific bloomer; unfortunately, it doesn't always have the good sense to wait 

for freezing temperatures to pass before blooming in colder climates. 
 

In the years it is able to bloom without incident, it is a glorious harbinger of spring, with beautiful, 
saucer-shaped blooms.  
 

This tree grows best in the humid areas of the eastern and southern U.S. This hybrid of two Chi-
nese species was a chance seedling discovered in France in the early 1800s. 
 

The botanical name honors Etienne Soulange-Bodin, a Frenchman in whose garden the seedling was found. 
 
 
 
 

 

Type of plant:            Trees 
Bloom color:               Pink, Purple, White/Near White 
Bloom time of year:    Mid Spring 
Sun requirements:       Sun to Partial Shade 

Cold hardiness:       Zone 4a to Zone 9b 
Height:                   20-30 ft.  
Spacing:                 15-20 ft.  



                     Ellis County Master Gardener’s E-Gardening Newsletter             September, 2008                         Page 6  - 

                                                 Malabar Spinach 
                                                                                       Basella rubra  
 

B asella rubra is a heat-loving vining plant from India. It does double-duty as both an orna-
mental and edible and can be grown from seed or cuttings. 

 

As an ornamental, it can be grown on a trellis or any structure where its burgundy stems will 
quickly be covered with a lush screen of red-veined, heart-shaped leaves and pink flowers fol-
lowed by red juicy fruit. It prefers full sun and moist soil to look its best. 
 

As an edible, the leaves taste similar to spinach, although the texture is a little different. As with 
spinach, Basella leaves can be eaten raw or cooked. Malabar spinach has the advantage of pro-
ducing into the hottest months of summer, when true spinach has stopped growing. 

Type of plant:           Vines and Climbers 
Bloom color:             Purple, White, Near-White 
Bloom time of year:  Mid Summer 
Sun requirements:     Sun to Partial Shade 

Cold hardiness:          Zone 7b to Zone 11 
Height:                       10-12 ft.  
Spacing:                     9-12 in.  

                                         Oak leaf Hydrangea 
                                                                                 Hydrangea quercifolia  

O ak leaf Hydrangea is one of the few hydrangeas that are native to the U.S. It was discov-
ered by John Bartram and his son while exploring southern Georgia and Florida in the late 
1700s. 

 

Even if it wasn't native, it is most certainly a garden-worthy addition to the landscape. Reaching a 
height of 6-10 feet tall (some cultivars are more compact), it offers year-round interest, beginning 
with the soft green leaves unfurling in early spring and topped with white flowers in midsummer. 
As the leaves age, they become dark green and leathery, in tan, orange and burgundy hues, per-
sisting into winter. The flowers also age gracefully, becoming pink then a papery tan color. When 
the leaves have dropped, they expose shredding bark in shades of cinnamon. 
 

Give your Oak leaf Hydrangea what it needs, including moist soil, some afternoon shade and enough room to admire its graceful 
drooping form, large leaves and beautiful flowers, and you'll have a beautiful addition to your garden. 
 
 
 

Type of plant:           Shrubs 
Bloom color:            White/Near White 
Bloom time of year: Mid Summer, Late  
                                  Summer/Early Fall 

Sun requirements:    Sun to Partial Shade 
Cold hardiness:        Zone 6a to Zone 9b 
Height:                     6-8 ft.  
Spacing:                   4-6 ft.  

                        Shumard Red Oak 
                                                Quercus shumardii  
 

T his red oak is named after Benjamin Franklin Shumard, a Texas geologist. It is endemic to 
areas east of the Brazos River in Texas, although it grows in rich, moist woods throughout 

the southeastern US, from Texas to Florida, and as far north as Illinois and Virginia. 
 

Outside its native range this species may suffer from chlorosis, although like most oaks it hy-
bridizes freely with other oaks and the resulting offspring may fare better than the parent in ar-
eas with more alkaline soil. As with other red oaks, it quickly grows into a tall (100') tree, free 
from serious pests or diseases, and with eye-catching blaze of scarlet foliage in the fall. The 
tallest Shumard Oak on record is now over 150 feet tall, growing in South Carolina. 

Type of plant:        Trees 
Bloom color:          Brown/Bronze, Inconspicuous/none 
Sun requirements:  Full Sun 

Cold hardiness:      Zone 5a to Zone 9b 
Height:                   over 40 ft.  
Spacing:                 over 40 ft.  
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                                'Prairie Sunset' Rain Lily  
 

Latin Name:               Zephyranthes x 'Prairie Sunset' 
Common Name:         Prairie Sunset Rain Lily 
Flowers:                       open apricot, fading to pink 
Foliage:                        fine and grasslike 
Mature height:            12 inches 
Hardiness:                   Hardy perennial in 
Zones:                         7b to 10 
Soil:                            not picky 
Exposure:                   full sun to light shade 
Water usage:              low 
Sources:                      mail-order or local nurseries 
 

S ometimes it's not all about new and different - sometimes it's about good plants that have been forgotten. And I believe rain 
lilies are one group of plants Texans shouldn't forget! Zephyranthes x 'Prairie Sunset' is one of the many rain lily varieties of 

which I'm especially fond. It's a hybrid of the familiar white rain lily, Z. candida. 'Prairie Sunset' has flowers that start out as deep 
rose-pink buds that open to a peachy apricot, then fade to a light pink - a color combination that melds into any garden scheme.  
 

Rain lilies are exceptionally well-adapted to our Texas climate, yet I very seldom see them in gardens. In fact, quite a few of them 
are native! Did I mention drought-resistant? What more could you ask for? Pretty flowers? They have that, too. So why don't you 
see them on every nursery shelf? Because home gardeners just won't buy anything that isn't in full bloom the day they show up to 
the nursery. Rain lilies are special, magical and ephemeral: The flowers appear in great abundance when you least expect them, 
right after a rain shower or during the cool weather of fall. Supposedly, they are triggered to flower by a change in barometric pres-
sure.  
 

If you're worried about forgetting to water your plants or needing to cut back, this tiny bulb will flower equally happily growing in 
a pot, in a perennial border or in that dry bed sitting right beside an agave that only receives natural rainfall. If they don't get water, 
they just curl up and take a nap until cooler, moist fall weather. If you do keep your beds watered, the foliage will persist through 
summer and the plants will flower even more heavily.  
 

So where can you buy rain lilies? Luckily, this plant is seeing a small revival and some of the better retailers are carrying them. 
They may not have many, and most likely they won't be easy to find, so you might have to ask. If they don't carry them, ask to have 
them special-ordered for you. I know for sure that several of the large nursery suppliers in Texas are growing this particular variety 
and currently have it for sale. Also, an internet search for "rain lily" will turn up dozens of mail-order options. It is best to buy these 
as growing plants in 4-inch or 1-gallon containers. Quite often you will find the dormant bulbs for sale, but be very careful purchas-
ing them. Rain lily bulbs do not store well.  
 

PS. This is one of the plants by which I judge a garden. If I see any rain lilies in your garden, you instantly score high on my so-
phistication meter! Also, be warned, after you get one good clump going, you'll start collecting them!  
 

About the author: Jimmy Turner is the Director of Horticulture Research at the Dallas Arboretum.  

                                Oregon Grape 
                                                      Mahonia aquifolium  
 

Mahonia aquifolium is a North American native plant, particularly to the Pacific Northwest region. 
Not surprisingly, the Oregon Grape is Oregon's state flower - although it is actually a member of the 
Barberry family, and not a grape at all. Its genus name honors Bernard McMahon, an Irish-American 
nurseryman and contemporary of President Thomas Jefferson. 
 

The evergreen leaves of Mahonia are very similar to English holly, spined, leathery and stiff, making 
them useful in cut-flower arrangements. If pollinated, the yellow flowers are followed by tart, large-
seeded berries that turn dark blue when ripe (and resemble grapes). The fruit is beneficial to wildlife 
and can be cooked into a delicious jelly. The roots and bark have long been used to treat skin condi-
tions and internal disorders. 

 
 Type of plant:              Shrubs 

Bloom color:               Bright Yellow 
Bloom time of year:    Mid Spring 
Sun requirements:       Full Sun 

Cold hardiness:        Zone 5a to Zone 9b 
Height:                     24-36 in., 36-48 in., 4-6 ft., 6-8 ft. 
Spacing:                   24-36 in., 36-48 in., 4-6 ft., 6-8 ft. 



                     Ellis County Master Gardener’s E-Gardening Newsletter             September, 2008                         Page 8  - 

Don’t forget!! Waxahachie Downtown Farmer’s Market! 
            Saturday, May 31 through the end of October 
                       Hours: 8:00 a.m. thru 1:00 pm.  
 

         Visit the Ellis Co. Master Gardener’s booth 
 

Free handouts   •   Help with gardening questions    
2008 Gardening Calendar  •  Flower and butterfly wheels for sale   
Master Gardener Cookbooks  •  plus many more items of interest. 

What’s Happening in September 
 
Weston Gardens, Ft. Worth-8101 Anglin Drive Fort Worth (817).572.0549, website: ww.westongardens.com . 
      Sat and Sun, 1:30 pm, September 13 and 14 - Fall Vegetable Gardening in North Texas 
      (Drawings for free vegetable starts will be held at each vegetable lecture). 
 

      Sat & Sun @ 3:00 pm  (September 13 & 14). - Designing For Fall / Winter Color 
      (Drawings for free 1 hour in-house design consultation will be held at each design lecture).  

Cedar Ridge Preserve  
      Monday, Sept. 15, 7:00 pm. Take A Hike. Guided Fall Wildflower Walk led by Master Naturalist Jim Varnum.  
      RSVP: volunteers@audubondallas.org or jevarnum@aol.com. 
 

      Tuesday, Sept. 16, 7:30 am-9:45 am. Take a Hike. Fall Bird Census begins and runs most Tuesdays and Thursdays 
through     Nov. 25 (except Nov. 25). Join Dr. Marcy Brown Marsden for a second round of bird censusing.   
 

      Saturday, Sept. 20, 9:00 am - Conservation in Action workday (CIA), as well as Oct. 18, Nov. 15, and Dec. 20. 
 

      Saturday, Oct. 4, 9:00 am. - Beginning bird watching field day. For info or to RSVP contact Marcy Brown Marsden,  
      biomarcy@winwaed.com, or 214-492-9409. 
 

      Saturday, Nov. 15  - for those who cannot participate on weekdays. RSVP same as above. 
 

Garden Inspirations -  
      Monday, September 22, 7:00 pm. - Let us become your vegetable gardeners. For more info, call 214-466-6862  
      or duchess@gardeninspirations-tx.com. 
 

      Friday, October 17 - chili cook-off. To enter, call 214-466-6862 or email  duchess@gardeninspirations-tx.com 
 

      Nov 1 and 2 - Christmas Retreat. 1-night stay or just all day Saturday....more details coming.  
 
Petal Pusher’s Garden Emporium, 813 Straus Rd., Cedar Hill, 972-291-7650 
               Saturday, October 4, 10:30 a.m. - Organic Gardening. Speaker: John Dromgoole. John is the owner of the Natural Gar-
dener  Nursery in Austin and of Lady Bug Natural brand products. He has been deeply involved in the advancement of organic 
gar-    dening and environmental issues for 30+ years. His gardens have been featured in Texas Highway, Herb Companion and 
Fine    Gardening magazines. John hosts a radio show: Gardening Naturally and has been on the air in Austin for 25 years.         

               Saturday, October 4, 1:30 p.m. - Fall Container Gardening. Speaker: Vicki Thaxton. Our own Vicki will host a very infor-
      mal get-together, to talk about cool season color. We’ll discuss color combinations, containers, and will put together some 
      beautiful fall displays. 
 

Tuesday, October 14, 7:00 pm - The Greenery. Green Thumb Organics Organization; public welcome. Culinary Herbs with 
Arlene Hamilton 
 

Dallas Arboretum - Pansy Trial - Help needed. We need 10 or more volunteers each week to come help us record flower 
count. Dates where help is needed are every Tuesday, December 1, 2008 through March 30, 2009. Contact Denise Robb, Green-
house and Research Manager, 214-555-6586 or drobb@dallasarboretum.org.  
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S cience, or para-science, tell us that geraniums bloom better if they are spoken to. But 
a kind word every now and then is really quite enough. Too much attention, like too 
much feeding, weeding and hoeing, inhibits and embarrasses them.  

 
Victoria Glendinning 

           It’s September - What Else Needs to be Done? 
                by Rosemary Morgeson, Ellis County Master Gardener 

 
Hello! It’s time for the best gardening season of the year! With the cooler weather upon us, this is 
the best time to: 
 

• get your warm season turf grasses and leafy root veggies planted before the middle of Septem-
ber; such as beets, carrots, radishes and turnips!  

• plant mums for beautiful fall color!  
• remove all spent flower-stalks and seed-heads from your perennials. 
• start feeding your warm season turf grasses!   
• apply a high nitrogen fertilizer with half or more of its nitrogen in slow-release form.   
• dig and divide Iris, daylilies, coneflowers, violets and hardy amaryllis. 
• start shaping houseplants and patio pots plants that you are planning to bring in for the winter months. 
• continue to feed your patio pot plants and hanging baskets with a complete and balanced water-soluble food.   
• watch for gray leaf spots and chinch bugs in St. Augustine grasses in early September.  
• be sure to trim out all webworms in your pecan trees at this time.   
 
This is caterpillar season! Seeing some funny looking caterpillars hanging around your garden? Let the Master Garden-
ers help you with identifying the little critters! There are many that will make beautiful butterflies and some that are just 
hungry! Please don’t spray them until you know what they are; butterflies, as well as bees, are beneficial to our environ-
ment!   
 

Now is also the time to sow those wildflower seeds for a beautiful spring display of flowers. Buy your bluebonnet seeds 
by the pound for large areas that you want to cover! Clean and rake the area clear of all weeds and grasses before you 
apply the seeds. Remember your bluebonnets will do best in at least 8 hours of full sun! 
 

This time of year is the best time to plant trees and shrubs, since they’ll have 8 months to develop good roots before 
next summer! The nurseries and garden centers will be marking them down in price in preparation for the winter 
months.  
 

Fall is a good time to do root cuttings of many different types of plants. Pick you favorite rose or perennial vine and 
start new plants by tip layering or air layering.  
 

Now would be the time to cut back on the feeding of your outdoor plants that you plan to bring in for the winter months. 
Treat for insects such as spider mites, mealy bugs and scales before you bring them into the house. Continue to control 
fire ant mounds with individual mound treatments along with area wide baits.  
 

For any of your questions on anything we have addressed in this article, please give us a call. Or if you have any other 
questions you can reach us at the office at 972-825-5175 or go to www.ecmga.com; there is an area to send us your 
questions. Our website address is .   


