
W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardener’s E-Gardening newsletter. The purpose of this news-
letter is to give you a month by month agenda of what you should be doing to your landscape. We 

will be featuring horticulture articles that we hope you will find interesting, important dates where you 
can find the Master Gardeners speaking, demonstrating and passing out information relative to your 
garden. If you would like to receive this newsletter monthly via your email address, log onto our website 
www.ECMGA.com, click on subscribe, and it will be sent around the 1st of every month. Thank you. 

Melinda Kocian, editor
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Are You Interested in Becoming an Ellis County Master Gardener? 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardener Association has announced that applications are now 
available for the 2008 Master Gardener Training Program.   
 

Texas Master Gardeners are trained members of the local community who take an active 
interest in their lawns, trees, shrubs, flowers, and gardens. They are enthusiastic, willing 
to learn and to help others, and are able to communicate with diverse groups of people. 
The Master Gardener training program equips participants with horticultural knowledge 
in plant selection, proper planting methods, disease and weed management, ornamental 
trees and shrubs, plant identification methods, fertilization, water conservation, soil and 
plant nutrition, pruning methods, and much more! 
 

This is a great opportunity for community gardening enthusiasts to gain an increased 
knowledge in horticulture, improve their gardening skills, and develop a better under-
standing of the gardening issues Ellis County faces. The program goal is to develop a 
pool of well trained Master Gardeners prepared to serve the residents of Ellis County. 
 

The time commitment is every Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. during 
the month of February. Additionally, trainees will be asked to complete 75 hours of vol-
unteer service before graduating from the Master Gardener program.  
 

The Master Gardener program offers members numerous methods for obtaining their 
volunteer hours while serving Ellis County. One such method is through the Junior 
Master Gardener program. "In my opinion, one of the greatest things about being a Mas-
ter Gardener is participating in our Junior Master Gardener program and the ability to 
share our expertise and interest with the children in our community," said Walt Friis, co-
chair of Junior Master Gardener Program in Ellis County. 
 

Application forms are available on the Ellis County Master Gardener's website at www.
ECMGA.com <http://www.ecmga.com/> , or by calling 972-825-5175. Tuition for the 
program is $100.   
 

Class size is limited, and attendance is required at all sessions to complete the program. 
Deadline for application is January 11, 2008, but classes fill quickly and applications are 
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.   
 

For More Information, Contact Texas Cooperative Extension, 972-825-5175 

Listen to KBEC...... 
Saturday mornings at 9:00 a.m. on 
1390 AM. 
 
The Ellis County Master Gardeners 
have a 5-minute segment every week, 
offering you helpful information on 
what you need to be doing in your 
landscape, as well as “happenings” 
around the county. Be sure to listen 
in! 
 

Melinda Kocian, editor 

T he greatest gift of the garden is the restora-
tion of the five senses.  

                                                         Hanna Rion   
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T ake thy plastic spade, 
It is thy pencil; take thy seeds, thy plants, 

They are thy colours. 
~William Mason, The English Garden, 1782 

 

What’s Happening in November 
 

Saturday, November 10, 2007, 9-noon - Pettigrew Academy, 806 E. Marvin Ave., Waxahachie. Dallas Zoo Nature Ex-
change. Free children’s Event for the community. Open to the public. Bring your nature items to trade (rocks, fossils, 
pressed leaves or flowers, nice sticks, anything from nature to trade.  
 

Tuesday, November 13, 7:00 p.m. - The Greenery, “Your Landscape Coloring Book” . Marilyn Simmons will  have an over-
view of plants available for four full seasons of color. This will be an especially interactive class. You can bring a drawing of 
a flowerbed or project you need help designing. 
 

Saturday, December 1, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm, - Petal Pushers, in Cedar Hill. Christmas Open House. Snacks and prizes. 

It’s November - What Needs to be Done? 

Planting and Sowing 
• Continue to set out cool-season bedding plants, such 

as pansies, violas, stock, snapdragons, and dianthus. 
• Plant spring-flowering bulbs if you haven’t already done 

so. 
• November through February is a good time to plant 

new trees and shrubs.   
 

Fertilizing and Pruning 
• Don’t spare the pruning shears when transplanting 

bare-rooted woody plants. Cut the tops back at least 
one-third to one-half, to compensate for the roots lost 
when digging the plant. 

• Discontinue fertilizing houseplants until next spring. An 
exception would be plants in an atrium or a large, well-
lighted window.  

 

This and That 
• Take advantage of good weather to prepare garden 

beds for spring planting. Work in any needed organic 
matter, and have beds ready to plant when needed. 

• Place orders for seeds this month so you will have 
them available when you are ready to plant. By order-
ing early, you will be more certain of getting the varie-
ties you want. 

 

Garden Watch 
• To control peach leaf curl and bacterial stem canker, 

apply Bordeaux mixture or other copper fungicide to 
peach and plum trees after all leaves have dropped. 

 

• Check houseplants for pests (mealy bugs, whiteflies, 
spider mites, aphids, roaches, ants) before bringing 
them indoors for the winter. If necessary, spray with an 
insecticide before bringing them inside. A subsequent 
application may be necessary to eliminate any newly 
hatched pests. Follow label directions. 

Tip of the Month 
 

By simply using efficient irrigation, you can instantly save 30 to 
50 percent on your water bill. 

Featured Plant for November 
 

Smooth Sumac (Native), Rhus aromatica ‘Sumac’ 
 

Deciduous shrub; unbelievably durable and widely adaptable, as well as drought tol-
erant. Excellent orange to red fall color, flowers in spring and bears red fruit which 
remains on stems throughout winter. Food for bees, mammals, and birds. 
 

Exposure:            Sun to Part Shade 
Size:                     Ht 4’ Spread 6’ 
Spacing:                4-8’ 
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                                       Bringing your Houseplants Back Indoors 
                                                                                Submitted by Diane Hopkins 
                                                                               Ellis County Master Gardener 
 

T he days are getting shorter and nights are turning cooler; these are signs that the first frost can’t be far 
away. Since temperatures below 50 degrees can stress some tropical plants, it’s time to bring back inside 

any house plants that you placed outside to soak up the bright light and fresh air during the spring and summer 
months. To help the plants readjust to indoor conditions bring them in at night and move them back outside during the day for the 
first week. This routine helps plants prepare for the changes in humidity, air circulation, and temperature.  
 

The first step to bringing in houseplants is cleaning them. Remove damaged leaves and spent flowers. Prior to bringing in submerge 
the pot in a large bucket of tepid water for a minute or two; this will get rid of hidden bugs in the soil, clean the pot and water the 
plant. Then closely inspect them for insects and disease, if you should notice any you should treat the problem before bringing in-
doors. If the use of a pesticide or fungicide is warranted, always be sure to read and carefully follow the instructions on the container 
label. 
 

Once cleaned, the plants are ready to be brought indoors. Bright-light plants should be placed in south or west windows. Lower-light 
plants can be placed in north or east windows or on tables near a window. Most homes have low humidity levels so place plant pots 
on a shallow tray filled with pebbles and enough water to reach just below the surface of the pebbles. As the water evaporates it will 
raise the humidity around the plants. 
 

After you bring your plants in they will have a period of acclimation. You may notice yellow leaves and dropping blossoms. Keep 
the soil moist and the environment consistent. Always use slightly warm water; cold or hot water can damage the roots and foliage.  
 

As winter approaches and temperatures fall below freezing, monitor the temperature around any plants that you have placed on win-
dowsills. You may need to move them to a warmer location away from excessive cold or drafts. 
 

Houseplants add life and warmth to our home, keeps us in touch with nature and clean our indoor air. Keeping them healthy and 
happy provides a sense of accomplishment, which in turn keeps us happy.   

    Preparing a Spring Wildflower Garden 
        Submitted by Diane Hopkins, Ellis County Master Gardener 

 

M any spring blooming wildflowers are cool season annuals. They sprout and grow during the fall and winter. Planning for 
wildflowers for next spring should begin now with site preparation and the sowing of the seeds.    

The Ellis County Master Gardeners recommend these steps to successful wildflower gardening: 
 

•     Select a site that will have full sun for most of the day. At least 6 hours of sun is best. Since most Texas wildflowers 
don’t like wet feet, select a spot with good drainage. 

 

•     Clear the land and prepare the soil. Seeds have the best chance for germination when they fall on bare soil. Eliminate all 
plant matter from the site. Grass and broad leaf weeds and plants may be removed by applying a glyphosate product. 
Small sites can be hand raked or lightly tilled no more than 1-inch deep to expose bare soil. Be aware that deep tilling 
may bring up undesirable weed and grass seeds. After leveling the site, you have completed the preparation. 

 

•     Select the seeds. Seeds may be purchased as mixes (North Central Texas Mix) or single variety packets. Many nurseries 
have appropriate seed mixtures available now. Even though some wildflowers reseed, it is wise to purchase fresh seeds 
every year.  

 

•     Sow the seeds in the fall. The best time for sowing seeds in North Texas is between late September and December 1. 
Seeds sown later than December 1 may not germinate and give time for strong roots to form. Mix the seeds with sand 
for easy, even spreading. The sand shows up well on the surface of the soil to let you know where the seeds are. Spread 
half of the seed mixture evenly over the whole area. Then cross back in the opposite direction and spread the remaining 
mixture. 

 

•     Insure seed contact with the soil. After seeds and sand have been spread, tamp the soil to insure the seeds have firm con-
tact with the soil. Most seeds should never be buried more than twice their diameter. Do not bury small seeds at all! One 
of the most common reasons that seeds fail to sprout is that they have been planted too deeply.   

 

•     Nature allows seeds to lie dormant in the soil until rain falls. If you choose to irrigate, keep up with your watering until 
plants are established. Rosettes may form and stay green throughout the winter. Most Texas wildflowers are native and 
don’t need to have any soil amendments or fertilizers added.    

 

For a list of the appropriate wildflowers for this area or more information on how to plant a wildflower garden contact the Ellis 
County Master Gardeners at 972-825-5175. 
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Tropical Sod Webworm Alert for North Texas 
 
After talking this afternoon with Dr. Jim Reinert, TAES entomologist at the Dallas Center, I have confirmed suspicions that 
this year may provide us with yet another pest--this time on turfgrass. 
 

The tropical sod webworm (TSW), Herpetogramma phaeopteralis, first appeared (in my memory, at least) in this area a little 
over ten years ago and has remained mostly obscure and little noticed since. Judging from the numbers of moths seen recently 
in shrubbery and landscape beds near lawns in the north Dallas area, lawn owners may be in for an unpleasant surprise over the 
coming month. 
 

The larva of the TSW feeds on bermudagrass, zoysiagrass and St. Augustinegrass. When severe, lawns can be stripped by the 
feeding. St. Augustinegrass, in particular, can be slow to recover from feeding damage. 
 

The larvae feed on grass at night and retreat to the thatch during the day. Larvae are dingy cream in color, but may appear 
green when feeding. Newly hatched larvae feed on leaf surfaces, but after about 10 days they are large enough to completely 
devour foliage.  
 

Adult moths are brown with a wingspan of 20 mm (0.8 in.). Wings at rest are triangular in shape. According to Dr. Reinert, the 
adults will be most easily seen by brushing shrubs and tall grasses in landscape areas around the lawn. 
 

The secret to preserving your lawn this fall is simply diligent observation and spraying at the first sign of damage. Most lawn 
insecticides should work well, including spinosad (low toxicity option), malathion, Sevin or any of the pyrethroid insecticides. 
Granular insecticides are probably not as effective as sprays.  
 

If any of you confirm lawn damage or high populations in your county, Jim Reinert (j-reinert@tamu.edu) and I would be inter-
ested to hear from you. For more information, see the Sod webworm page at http://insects.tamu.edu. For a list of pyrethroid 
insecticides, see http://citybugs.tamu.edu/FastSheets/Ent-1046.html  
 

Michael Merchant, PhD, BCE, Professor and Extension Entomologist,  
Texas Cooperative Extension, 17360 Coit Road, Dallas, TX 75252-6599 
m-merchant@tamu.edu, http://citybugs.tamu.edu, 972-952-9204 (office) 

Dallas Zoo Nature Exchange Program 
at Pettigrew Academy 

806 East Marvin Avenue - Waxahachie, Texas  75165 - 972-923-1633 
 

NOVEMBER 10, 2007 
 

• Held the Second Saturdays of November, January, March, May, July and September —– 9:00 am -Noon 
• Free: Children's Event for the Community 
• Open to the Public 
• Bring Your Nature Items to Trade 
  

Children can: 
• bring rocks, fossils, pressed leaves or flowers, nice sticks, anything from nature to trade.  
• Get points for your items and start your own account. 
• Spend the points in your account to take home a new treasure from nature.  
• Food, games and crafts  
• Come make a leaf booklet Play ACORN toss and win prizes  
• Yummy fruit kabobs Make an instrument  
 

This FREE children’s event is sponsored by Martha Westbrook, for our community!  
 

Join us for the dedication of the new Ralph and Martha SETTLES Science and Nature Center Building at 10:00 in the 
morning on November 10. This building is donated in the memory of the parents of Martha Settles Westbrook.  
 

Please visit our website: http://pettigrewacadamy.extremeduress.com/ 
 

"The land is where our roots are. The children must be taught to feel and live in harmony with the Earth." -Maria 
Montessori 
 

"We especially need imagination in science. It is not all mathematics, nor all 
logic, but it is somewhat beauty and poetry." --Maria Montessori 
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                     Attention Birders in Ellis County 
                              Submitted by Jean Wammack 

                          Master Gardener Volunteer and Ellis County Birdwatcher 
 

It’s time to clean out and repair nesting boxes 
 

We have been promoting nest boxes for the songbirds. Now is the time of year to check your boxes. Clean them 
out; rub a bar of dry Ivory soap inside the box to discourage wasp from building. If a wasp should build inside the box the birds will 
depart even leaving eggs in the nest. If a squirrel or woodpecker has enlarged the entrance hole, place a new front on the box lining 
up the 1 ½” hole right over the old hole. We are trying to be better stewards by placing a predator guard under the nesting box on a 
steel pole. You may purchase them or make the guards from stovepipe or PVC. The guards will prevent snakes, raccoons and squir-
rels from reaching the eggs or baby birds. 
 

Can you be successful attracting song birds? If you live on acreage, you may be able to attract song birds: wrens, titmouse, chicka-
dees, and bluebirds by adding nesting boxes. My special interest is the eastern bluebird, a shy member of the thrush family. Nesting 
pairs will readily accept man-made boxes. Buy or make a box that opens from the side or front so it is easily monitored and cleaned. 
Boxes should be placed in an open field on a steel post about 5 feet above the ground and facing a tree within 50 feet. The tree will 
provide a perch for the young birds as they begin to fly. Boxes should be placed well away from buildings and deep shade. It is help-
ful if water is in the area. If possible, add a bird bath. The bluebird’s diet is insects, especially grasshoppers! They add berries to 
their diet in the winter. Pokeberry, grapes, French Mulberry, hackberry, Texas persimmon, sumac, pyracantha and viburnum supply 
food for the bluebird.  
 

For instructions on how to build your own bluebird house contact the Ellis County Master Gardeners at 972-825-5175. 

                              It’s November - What Else Needs to be Done 
                                                     By June Garret, Ellis County Master Gardeners 

 

It you have not already done so, now is the time to plant pansies, pinks, and snapdragon plants, 
which are all cool season plants. If you have houseplants that you are bringing inside, clean 
them up and if needed, spray with an insecticide labeled for houseplants. 
 

Since the days are cooler now, prepare your garden beds for spring planting. Work in any organic matter needed. 
Spring-flowering perennials should be divided before the first frost and reset in prepared beds. After all the 
leaves have fallen from peach and plum trees, apply copper fungicide to control peach leaf curl and bacterial stem 
canker. Be sure to follow the directions on the label.  
 

Check all your plants for pests such as whiteflies, spider mites, ants, etc. If needed, spray with an insecticide, 
following label directions.  
 

If you have not done so, plant spring-flowering bulbs such as daffodils. Also Dutch hyacinths and tulips should be 
chilled for 45 days and can be planted in mid-December. 
 

When transplanting bare-rooted woody plants, cut tops back • to ½ to compensate for the roots lost when 
digging the plant. Use fallen leaves (which have been shredded, if possible) in compost or use them as a mulch 
beneath shrubs or in perennial beds.  
 

Trees and shrubs can be planted now so they will have established roots by spring. Remove dead or damaged 
branches from trees and shrubs. 
 

Also, now is the time to spray broadleaved weed killer to get rid of henbit, chickweed, dandelions, and clover in 
your yard. These products are not effective in mid-winter when these weeds really become noticeable. Perennial 
beds should be cleaned up by getting rid of dead stalks and other stubble.  
 

To obtain additional gardening information, visit our web site at www.ecmga.com or phone the Extension Office at 
972-825-5175.  
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                          Featured Flowers of the Month  
                                           Submitted by Melinda Kocian 
                                        Ellis County Master Gardener 

Japanese Snowball Bush 
 

Japanese Snowball Bush 'Sterile' 
Viburnum plicatum var. plicatum  
 

When Viburnum plicatum is in bloom, it is very easy to see why it's called "Snowball Bush", as it bears nu-
merous clusters of white, round clusters of blooms in mid-summer. 
 

Viburnums are adapted to full sun or part shade, as long as regular watering is provided. 
 

The main difference between Viburnum plicatum and the variety tomentosum is the flat-topped flowers of 
tomentosum are comprised a ring of large, sterile florets that surround the central cluster of fertile flowers. 
Numerous cultivars are available as well. 

 

These woody shrubs are native to Asia and are used extensively in landscapes to provide structure, foliage, an abundance of summer 
blooms followed by fruit that is appreciated by birds and wildlife. 
 

Type of plant:                    Shrubs                                                           Cold hardiness:                 Zone 5a to Zone 8b            
Bloom color:                     White/Near White                                         Height:                              10-12 ft. (3-3.6 m) 
Bloom time of year:          Mid Spring                                                    Spacing:                            12-15 ft. (3.6-4.7 m) 
Sun requirements:             Sun to Partial Shade 

       Earth Kind Rose of the Month - Mutabilis 
 

Prior to 1894 - 
This most interesting rose was once sold as 
‘Tipo Ideale’, and it is ideally suited to illus-
trate the typical China trait of darkening with 
age, instead of fading. Nowhere is that trait 
more visible than in the flowers of 
‘Mutabilis’, whose single petals open sulfur 

yellow, changing through orange to a rich pink and finally crim-
son. Bright, silky flowers of all these colors will often be on dis-
play at the same time, looking as if a group of multi-colored but-
terflies has settled on the bush. This aspect earned ‘Mutabilis’ its 
common name–"The Butterfly Rose". A healthy, well-branched 
shrub, ‘Mutabilis’ will easily grow to 6 feet, making a fine speci-
men plant whose showy flowers are accented by the bronze color 
of the new growth. This is a very popular rose due to its distinct 
coloration.  
 

It is impossible for me to overstate how fine a garden rose Mu-
tabilis is. Easy to grow, beautiful arching form, and flowers that 
float like butterflies on disease resistant foliage. China roses will 
repeat bloom throughout the growing season, and Mutabalis rose 
is no exception, offering a profusion of blossoms month after 
month. As garden roses, Mutabilis is one of the all-time greats, 
and can be found at smaller or specialty nurseries such as Antique 
Rose Emporium. 
 

China blooms tend to darken rather than fade, and this trait is 
what gives Mutabilis fantastic maturation of the flowers. Spec-
tacular. Blooms which change rapidly from copper orange 
through the warm spectrum to finish crimson give Mutabilis the 

appearance of a shrub with 
many different colored roses; 
however, the different colors 
complement each other beau-
tifully without any jarring ef-
fect at all. The overall effect 
is one of grace and delicacy. 
Blossoms are so delicately 
held upon their stems that 
Mutabilis is also known as ‘The Butterfly Rose’. Flowers are sin-
gle, and golden stamens profusely fill the center of each bloom. 
 

Repeat flower is excellent on a robust shrub that may reach six or 
eight feet. Foliage is dark green and disease resistant. Habit is 
graceful and arching. While a fine plant for any garden, it would 
be tremendous in an oriental garden. It really must be stressed 
that Mutabilis is an outstanding shrub for the garden, attractive in 
shape and continuously in bloom. 
One of the greats. 
 

Introduced: Prior to 1894 
Class: China 
Zones: 7-10 
Flowers: Varied due to significant maturation from copper or-
ange to pale gold to rose pink to crimson. Five petals. 
Size: 5-8 feet/6 feet wide 
Fragrance: Very light musk(almost scentless) 
Of note: High variation in bloom color due to the rapid change as 
the blossoms mature. 
Excellent disease resistance. 
Unique and very attractive shrub should be welcome in every 
garden.  
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                Montbretia 
 

Montbretia 
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora  
 

Crocosmia means "smells like saffron" - not 
surprising, when you consider these 
brightly-colored flowers spring forth from 
bulbs in the same family as the saffron-bearing Crocus.  
 

The most common hybrid, Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora, was cre-
ated in 1879 by Victor Lemoine, who went on to produce many 
other superior hybrids over the ensuing 30 years. In Britain, the 
'George Davison' cultivar received the RHS Award of Merit 1902 
and many others have been similarly honored.  
 

A great mid- to late-summer bloomer, Crocosmias deserve more 
widespread use in modern gardens. Unfortunately, over three-
quarters of the cultivars created before WWII have been lost and 
just over 200 remain in the national collection in Devon, Eng-
land. 
 

Type of plant:                   Perennials 
Bloom color:                     Red, Coral/Apricot, Orange, Red-   
                                         Orange, Bright Yellow 
Bloom time of year:          Mid Summer 
Sun requirements:             Sun to Partial Shade 
Cold hardiness:                 Zone 6a to Zone 9b 
Height:                             36-48 in.  
Spacing:                           15-18 in. (38-45 cm) 

                                         Trumpet Vine 
 

Trumpet Vine, Campsis radicans  
 

Trumpet vine inspires a strong reaction in most people; we either love or hate this plant, and it's a rare person 
who can claim they are neutral on the subject. 
 

On the plus side, Campsis radicans is native to the U.S. and it flowers in hues of orange, red and yellow which 
are attractive to hummingbirds (and wasps and bees.) It clambers over fences, sturdy trellises and anything else 

it finds to climb on, quickly forming a lush screen of flowers and foliage all season. 
 

Avoid planting Campsis radicans near a house or any other building, as it is an aggressive grower and climber, and will damage sid-
ing and shingles. It is more vigorous in mild climates where its growing season is longer. 
 

In a thoughtfully-chosen spot, a trumpet vine can be a beautiful addition to the garden and provide nectar to attract hummingbirds. 
Just don't plant it where you'll have to wage a constant battle to keep it under control. 
 

Type of plant:                    Vines and Climbers 
Bloom color:                     Red, Orange, Red-Orange, Gold (Yellow-Orange), Bright Yellow 
Bloom time of year:          Mid Summer, Late Summer/Early Fall 
Sun requirements:             Sun to Partial Shade 
Cold hardiness:                 Zone 4a to Zone 10b 
Height:                              20-30 ft. (6-9 m) 
Spacing:                            2-15 in. (30-38 cm), 15-18 in. (38-45 cm), 18-24 in. (45-60 cm), 24-36 in. (60-90 cm) 

Rose of Sharon 
 

Rose of Sharon, Hibiscus syriacus  
 

This hardy ornamental shrub is the national flower of Korea where it represents immortality. Not surpris-
ingly, it is native to East Asia and India, and was named Hibiscus syriacus by the famous 18th century 
botanist Carl Linne after he received a specimen from Syria. 
 

Biblical scholars once thought this was the plant referred to in the Song of Solomon as Rose-of-Sharon, but 
modern evidence suggests it was probably another native plant referred to in that passage. 
 

Nevertheless, this member of the Malva (Mallow) family is a longtime favorite of many gardeners, who 
may refer to it as either Althea or Rose of Sharon.  

 

Whatever you call it, Hibiscus syriacus is well-suited to mostly sunny, well-drained spots in the landscape, where it typically reaches 
a height of 8 to 10 feet, and sports vivid pink, white, red or blue-lavender flowers in mid-summer 
 

Type of plant:                    Shrubs 
Bloom color:                     Pink, Purple, White/Near White 
Bloom time of year:          Late Spring/Early Summer, Mid Summer, Late Summer/Early Fall 
Sun requirements:             Full Sun 
Cold hardiness:                 Zone 5a to Zone 9a 
Height:                              4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m), 6-8 ft. (1.8-2.4 m), 8-10 ft. (2.4-3 m) 
Spacing:                            4-6 ft. (1.2-1.8 m) 
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                                                  Roses are Growing Once More  
                                                         in Getzendaner Park! 
                                                                  By Nancy Fenton, Ellis County Master Gardener 
 

Waxahachie City Parks Director John Smith gave the Master Gardeners of Ellis County a preview of things to 
come in Waxahachie. At the recent meeting of Master Gardeners, Smith detailed plans to build more parks, in-
crease creek buffer zones and renovate existing park space.  
 

“Waxahachie is committed to link the past with the future through preservation,” said Smith. 
 

Working with developers and the city planning commission and using 10 acres as the average number of acres of green park space 
per 1,000 population as a guide, Smith is planning for the future growth as well as preserving what Waxahachie already has.  
 

“Landscaping at the new senior center of U.S. Highway 77 will be one of the first endeavors to employ the EarthKindTM techniques 
designed by Texas A&M University researchers to save money and man hours through the intentional use of specific soil techniques 
and native and adapted plants,” Smith said.  
 

Master Gardeners and Smith are using the EarthKindTM techniques in Getzendaner Park to test specific roses for Texas A&M Uni-
versity and to train and implement the techniques in Ellis County.  
 

Smith said the park’s master plan is available through the city’s Web site at www.waxahachie.com. After his talk, Smith opened the 
floor to specific questions and detailed the plans for more park space off Butcher Road as well as other growing areas of home devel-
opment.  
 

The northeast area of the entrance to Getzendaner Park will once again be in bloom with lovely roses come spring of 2008, thanks to 
Waxahachie City Parks and Ellis County Master Gardeners. Workers have been toiling all summer following a plan designed by the 
2007 Master Gardeners intern class to kill the existing Bermuda grass, aerate the soil and till in expanded shale and compost to ready 
the beds for rose planting in October. A Texas A&M researcher selected the roses as a part of the national testing for rose varieties 
that will grow with little water in any state regardless of temperature or soil type.  
 

Varieties selected for testing in Ellis County are all “own root” roses. Three of each variety will be planted to assure that each will 
have about the same amount of sun and air circulation. The varieties are: Carefree Beauty, Aloha, Dorcas, Katy Girl, Maytime, Pic-
colo Pete and “Winter Sunset”. Master Gardeners will be monitoring the roses as to growth, insect resistance and drought tolerance 
for three years before making their recommendations to Texas A&M as to which should bear the name EarthKindTM.  
 

For more information about EarthKindTM techniques, contact the Master Gardeners at the Ellis County Extension office, 972-825-
5175.  

Nancy Fenton is an Ellis County Master Gardener and a 
regular contributor to the Waxahachie Daily Light 

The Ellis County Master Gardener Association is proud to an-
nounce the winners of the first ever ECMGA Photo Contest. 
The contest consisted of 3 categories with a first, second and 
third place being awarded in each category. The categories were 
Single Specimen, In the Garden and Garden Bounty. Ninety-five 
digital photo entries were submitted for consideration. 
 

And the winners are: (drum roll, please) 
 

Single Specimen: 
              1st:     Tiffani Siebert, photo "Orange and Yellow  
                         Flower              
              2nd:    Tiffani Siebert, photo "Passion Flower."   
              3rd:     Tiffani Siebert, photo "Double Hibiscus." 
 

In the Garden: 
              1st:      Carolyn Foster, photo "Butterfly on Salvia."   
              2nd:     Lindy Ellington Nobles, photo "Pumpkins  
                          & Mums 
              3rd:     Ferris High School student Ashley Skates, photo              

"Tool Shed with Yellow Flowers." 
 

Garden Bounty: 
              1st:         Hannah Bosse, photo "Lavender on Verdure."  
              2nd:       Lindy Ellington Nobles, photo "Pumpkins 
                            Galore."   
              3rd:        Amanda Towns, photo "Egg Plant." 
 

Each 1st place winner will receive $31.67.   
Each 2nd place winner will receive $22.16   
Each 3rd place winner will receive $9.50.  
 

To view these beautiful photos log on to www.ecmga.com and 
click on photo contest. 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardener Association would like to 
thank everyone who participated in the contest. Check the web-
site for announcements on the next contest! 

Photo Contest Winners! 
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Fall Garden 
 
For a last fling with Jalapeño peppers and bell peppers : 
 

Freezing bell peppers 
Place a sheet of wax paper on a cookie sheet. Wash the peppers well, cut in half, from top to bottom. Cut away 
the stem and all the seeds and membrane from inside. Now cut into ¼-inch or so slices, place on wax paper. Put the 
cookie sheet in the freezer. Once they are completely frozen, put them in a zip-lock freezer bag, squashing out all 
the air. Put back in the freezer. Whenever you need bell peppers, just take out what you need and return the bag 
back to the freezer! Fresh bell peppers all winter long! 
 

With your Jalapeño peppers make: 
 
Pickled Peppers: 
Jalapeño peppers, about 1 pound 
1 cup cider vinegar 
¼ cup water 
1 tsp. pickling salt 
1 clove garlic, crushed 
1/16 tsp. turmeric 
 

Wash peppers and slice into ¼ inch pieces. Put the rest of the ingredients into a saucepan with peppers. Simmer 
for a few minutes, until peppers aren’t so bright green. Remove garlic and discard. Put peppers and liquid into 
clean, hot jars and place ring and lid on each jar and allow to cool completely. Refrigerate. 
 
Jalapeño Jelly 
4 or 5 hot jalapeño peppers 
4 large bell peppers, diced 
1 cup white vinegar 
5 cups sugar 
1 box Sure-Jell 
Green food coloring 
Small jelly-size canning jars 
 

Sterilize canning jars and lids by boiling for 10 minutes. Put half the peppers and half the vinegar into a blender 
container; cover and process until peppers are liquefied. Repeat with remaining peppers and vinegar. Combine liq-
uefied peppers/vinegar and sugar in a large saucepan and boil slowly for 10 minutes. Remove from heat. Add liquid 
pectin and boil hard for 1 minute. Skim foam off top. Add a few drops of green food coloring. Pour jelly immedi-
ately into hot canning jars, leaving ¼-inch of space at the top. Wipe jar rims. Process 5 minutes in a boiling water 
canner. Cool and refrigerate. Will last indefinitely. 
 

This is so good spooned over a block of cream cheese and served with crackers! 

I  know that if odour were visible, as colour is, 
I’d see the summer garden in rainbow clouds.  

~Robert Bridges, “Testament of Beauty” 


