
 

W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardener’s Ellis-Gardening newsletter.  The purpose 
of this newsletter is to give you a month by month agenda of what you should be doing to your land-

scape. We will be featuring horticulture articles that we hope you will find interesting, important dates where you 
can find the Master Gardeners speaking, demonstrating and passing out information relative to your garden. If 
you would like to receive this newsletter monthly via your email address, log onto our website www.ECMGA.com, 
click on subscribe, and it will be sent around the 1st of every month. Thank you.  

                                                                                                                                     Melinda Kocian, editor                                                                                    
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Did You Know You Can Wear Soy? 
By Betty Reuscher, Ellis County Master Gardener 

 

Now you can wear your love of soy on your sleeve! Fiber byproducts of tofu production can be spun into fabric that's silk-like and 
sustainable. Soy fibers are strong with the breaking strength about three times that of wool. Clothing made from these fibers are 
durable, easy to care for (washable) and close to wool in its warmth retention. Often soy fibers are blended with cotton.  
 

This site lists several items of clothing for sale. Among them are the following: Of The Earth Natto Skirt and Supersoya V-Neck, 
Linda Loudermilk Crater Skirt, Anna Cohen Drape Dress, Lucy Soy Jersey Hoodie. Whole Foods carries soy-based clothing under 
the brand "Under the Canopy."  There are many other clothing sites that list soy as a part of the processing. This is just another way 
we can be kind to the earth.  

Ellis County Master Gardeners Win Big at State! 
 
 
 
 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners bring home an armful of awards 
from the Texas State Master Gardener Conference this past weekend, 
receiving awards in 6 of the 7 categories in which they had entries. The 
organization has become very active and has made great strides the past 
few years with their educational programs such as the Lawn & Garden 
Show held in March, the inaugural 2007 Calendar, the Junior Master 
Gardener program, and the new E-Newsletter geared at Ellis County 
residents. Their efforts were richly rewarded with awards in: 
 
 
 

             Individual Master Gardener:           1st Place -- Jamey Guarascio-Cosper  
             Graphic Presentation:                    1st Place -- "Annuals," Shirley Campbell  
             Newsletter:                                  1st Place --  "Hoe Hums," Melinda Kocian 
             Association:                                 1st Place -- Ellis County Master Gardeners Program,  
             Project or Activity:                        2nd Place -- Lawn & Garden Expo 
             Publication:                                  3rd Place -- 2007 Calendar 
 

"We're very excited about all the awards we brought home this past weekend," stated Pam Daniel, 2007 President. "We have a lot of 
great educational programs that we are currently working on such as our monthly e-newsletter, our grant and scholarship programs, 
numerous plantings around the community, calendars, Junior Master Gardener programs, and so much more! Our goal is to get accu-
rate horticultural information to the public and we're working hard to do so. Receiving so many awards is just a testimony to that 
hard work." 
 

For more information on the Ellis County Master Gardeners, to sign up for their free e-newsletter, or for more information on any of 
their programs, log on to www.ECMGA.com or call 972-825-5175. 
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What’s Happening In May 
 

Thursday, May 3, 6-7:30 pm - Lighthouse for Learning - Container Gardening, Instructor: DeAnn Bell. For reservations, call 
972-923-4631; ask for Melissa Cobb.  
 

*Saturday, May 5, 10-11:30 am -  Cedar Hill State Park - Talala Trail Walk — Discover the identity of the native plants, 
wildlife and other interesting things we find along the way on the 2-1/2 mile walk. Call to confirm (972) 291-3900 Ext. 232.  
 

*May 5, 19, 26, 2007 — Cedar Hill State Park - Blooms of Spring Wildflower Walk — Take a leisurely walk and hear about 
the wildflowers of the native prairie grasslands and the stories behind them. Bring insect repellent. 9:30-10:30 a.m. on May 5 and 
26, 2-3:00 p.m. on May 19. Call to confirm program (972) 291-3900 Ext. 232.  
 

Saturday, May 12, 9:00 am - The Greenery - Spring, Summer and Fall Blooms in Your Perennial Garden. “Tropical John” Tho-
mas, a representative from Natural First, has first -hand knowledge to share with us on perennials. He has been in the nursery busi-
ness for years and will share, start to finish, on establishing many all -time favorite flowers in your beds.  
 

(Continued on page 3) 

ELLIS COUNTY MASTER GARDENERS WAIT FOR THEIR CALL 
By Linda Moxley, Ellis County Master Gardener 

 

Master Gardeners, spouses and friends gathered at College Street Pub on Saturday to receive a call 
from the Texas Master Gardener Awards Luncheon in Kerrville, Texas.   
 

It was an unusually cold day. Heat emanated from the stove on the Pub’s enclosed patio and blankets 
waited on the picnic table benches. At 12:15, Mox (Linda Moxley) arrived carrying wildflower bou-
quets for the tables. Next, she positioned an easel in the corner where it would be visible from all 
points. The Association had submitted applications for seven of the eight Texas Master Gardener 
Award categories. Each of the Ellis County nominees was posted on the board:  
  

             Educational Program                  Publication                                                           Association          
             2006 Lawn and Garden Expo       2007 Ellis County Master Gardener Calendar           ECMG, Inc.  
 

             Newsletter                                   Mass Media  
             Melinda Kocian’s HoeHums         Nancy Fenton’s Great Outdoors Now Magazine 
 

             Individual Master Gardener         Graphic Presentation  
             Jamey Guarascio-Cosper             Shirley Campbell’s Use Annuals for Landscape Color   
 

Also pinned to the board were stacks of colored circles with designations to indicate the judges’ decision:  
blue – 1st, red – 2nd, white - 3rd and green – good job!   
 

Within minutes, the head count of Master Gardeners and supporters grew to 17.   Diane Hopkins’ phone was 
placed prominently on the table, since it was to receive the critical call from Ellis County’s Award Coordinator 
Betty Reuscher, announcing the winners. Food and beverage orders were taken, arrived and promptly con-
sumed.    Conversation shifted many times as the group waited for the phone to ring. The frigid weather,…mid-
size associations that were competing with Ellis County,…the tasty food and…when would the phone ring?   
 

There was more conversation:  Belgium wheat beer, …the NY trip with the grandkids, and…. perhaps Kerrville should be called!   
Out came the cell phones. It was after 1 o’clock when the Waxahachie constituency attempted to contact award luncheon attendees.  
“Betty’s not answering;” “James should have his phone on vibrate;” and Rosemary leaves a message for Pam. The wait began again. 
A belated ”happy birthday” was sung to Mickey Sims. Diane’s special dirt-rich homemade brownies were anxiously eaten and 
Mox’s Rice Crispie treats decorated with garden “picks” were circulated …But, what about the judges’ picks?  
 

Perhaps it was the sugar in the dessert, but soon the phones were again being dialed. Finally, contact was made with Betty 
Reuscher…”They’re almost done. She’ll call us right back,” Diane reported. The excitement escalated and soon the phone rang. It 
was Betty. Nancy Fenton was positioned at the tally board. Diane announced, “A first for Shirley Campbell’s PowerPoint Presenta-
tion on Annuals!” The group cheered. She had received a first place a few years ago for her program on perennials. “Melinda Ko-
cian’s HoeHums is first in the Newsletter category!”  More excitement and cheering.  “A first for Jamey Guarascio-Cosper -- out-
standing individual Master Gardener!”  Increased cheers and applause.  “A first for the Association!”…Folks were jumping out of 
their seats. Nancy placed the fourth blue circle on the board. Diane then said, “ Second for the 2006 Expo” that Rosemary Morgeson 
chaired with Pam Daniel. And then, “ Third place for the 2007 Calendar,” the first calendar that Ellis County Master Gardeners had 
produced. There were many more awards than had been anticipated.  
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                                                                     Tractors In My Garden 
                                                                                      by Amy (Prikryl) Weidlich 
 

I have a beautiful little garden in my back yard. It’s not very big, but I can always manage to 
squeeze in several different varieties of vegetables, just a few flowers for color and cutting. By the 
end of March I have each row planned and seedlings are sprouting on my sunny front porch win-
dowsill, waiting for the day that they are strong enough to brave the world. I will plant the peas next 
to the small picket fence so they will be supported as they climb. Broccoli will come next, then 
green beans and so on. You get the idea. There’s just something wonderful about putting that small 
seed in the ground and watching it mature into a beautiful, lush plant that gives its bounty in late 
summer. All they require is a little water, a little fertilizer, an occasional weeding to keep the young 
plants from being choked out. The sun feels so good after being cooped up in the house all winter. I can’t even begin to 
explain how refreshing it is for my soul to work in that wonderful soil. There the worries and cares of life are gone. I’m 
free. Relaxed. Happy.   
 

In early April I worked the soil with my garden fork. It was perfect. The cut grass and leaves I had worked in the previous 
fall had done their job to make my soil rich and dark. There were more earthworms than I had ever seen before. As I fin-
ished turning over the last square foot of dirt and stopped to rest my arms on the handle of the fork to survey and dream, 
my six-year-old son walked up with a big grin on his face and one of his big yellow tractors in his hands. I desperately 
wanted to tell him he couldn’t play in my garden, but as I took a minute to think, I realized that in my quest for the perfect 
yard I had left him with virtually no bare dirt to play in. I reluctantly agreed he could play there, but only for a few days - 
planting time would be here soon. Within a matter of minutes there were a total of six large yellow tractors, dump trucks, 
and graders in my precious patch of dirt. I didn’t plant my garden this spring. Oh, I managed to get in a row of peas just 
along the fence. We left some volunteer sunflowers that had come up off to one side and I did plant three short rows of 
cutting flowers, but the rest is roads.  
 

As the sunflowers grew their leaves became parking garages. Even the half rows of flowers became tree-lined streets 
and the peas have definitely made for a tasty snack for hungry construction workers. We’ve had wonderful, conversa-
tions while I pulled weeds and he’s learned a lot about plants and caring for them. I even saw him pulling a few stray 
weeds on his own the other day. I’m not sure all little boys would be so careful, but not one plant has been broken off or 
uprooted. I think he knows he is treading on sacred ground. I have a habit of stopping each morning to look down on my 
quaint back yard from my second story bedroom window to survey the results of my labor. It’s like an artist stepping back 
from his canvas to see the whole creation at once. As the weeks of summer go by it grows more and more lush and it 
starts my day off with a smile. This year, when I look down each morning, there are the rusty yellow tractors parked hap-
hazardly around. Hardly the master gardener’s idea of garden art! 
 

I’ve already started thinking about next year. I hope 7 year olds like to play with big yellow tractors. There will be plenty 
of years for perfect gardens, but I’m sure I’ll miss the tractors when he decides he’s too old to play with them in mom’s 
garden. Watching things grow is a passion of mine. I like what I see growing in my garden this years.  
 

Gardeners….share the season; swap seeds over the fence, tell your tales of gardening over a cup of tea….. 

(Continued from page 2) 
 
Monday, May 14, 7:00 pm - The Greenery - Special Outing! Organic Peach Orchard, Ken Halverson will host this meeting at 
his house and orchard. He will share his organic process and we will tour his property. Ken has over 2000 peach trees on his place. 
(get directions to Ken’s place at The Greenery).  
 

*May 19, 2007, 7-8 p.m - Cedar Hill State Park - Silent Birds of the Night - Owls; learn about the owls found in the park and 
listen to their call. Call to confirm (972) 291-3900 Ext. 232.  
 

Sunday, May 20, 3:00-5:00 pm - ***Special Treat for Birders***, Birding Field Day-Scott Green will sponsor a bird watching 
outing at The Kokopelli Tree Farm in Forreston, Texas. Bring your bird books and binoculars. We’ll be looking for painted bun-
tings and blue indigos and more!! 
 

*May 26, 2007,  2-3:30 p.m - Cedar Hill SP - Penn Farm Tour — Learn what life on the farm was like from the 1850s to the 
1950s on this tour; call to confirm program (972) 291-3900 Ext. 232.  
 

* Visit their website for more information and happenings: www.audubondallas.org, click on Cedar Ridge Preserve 
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W eather means more when you have a garden. There’s nothing like listening to 
a shower and thinking how it is soaking in around your green beans.  

~Marcelene Cox 

                                                        Featured Plant for May 
 

Mexican Hat - Ratibida columnaris ‘Mexican Hat’  
 

Perennial wildflower is easy to grow is most soils, adapts to dry rocky slopes as well as moist low ar-
eas. Propagation from seeds or transplants. 
Exposure: Sun to Part Shade 
Size: Ht 18-36” Spread 18-24” 
Spacing: 12-18” 

Planting and Sowing 
• It is not too late to sow summer annuals (sunflowers, 

zinnias, morning glories, portulaca, marigolds, cosmos) 
directly into your garden beds. 

 

• Cannas, dahlias and other summer flowering bulbs can 
be planted this month. 

 

• Plant caladium tubers, impatiens, begonias and tore-
nias in shady, well-prepared areas. 

 

Fertilizing and Pruning  
• To prolong the flowering season, remove spent blooms 

on spring flowering annuals such as pansies, snap-
dragons and stock.  

 

• Although it is a bit unsightly, allow the foliage of spring 
flowering bulbs to turn yellow and dry up before remov-
ing. This helps nourish the bulb in preparation for next 
year's blooms. Overplant with summer annuals to hide 
the withering foliage.    

 

• Pinch back the terminal growth on newly planted annu-
als and perennials for compact, better branched plants 
with more flowers.  

 

This and That 
• Place support rings around clumps of gladiolus before 

they flower to hold the bloom stalks erect.  
 

• Thin peaches and plums by hand roughly 4 weeks after 
bloom to prevent limb breakage. Fruit spacing should 
be about one every 6 inches on the branch.  

 

Garden Watch  
• Bagworms will soon be attacking junipers and other 

narrow-leafed evergreens. Control with B.t. while the 
larvae and the bags are only about one-half inch in 
length. 

 

• Spray applications to control pecan nut casebearers 
should be made this month. Contact your County Ex-
tension Office for exact spray dates.  

It’s May - What Needs to be Done? 

Monthly Tip: 
 

For each person in Texas, water must always be a vital 
concern. Water is a limited and fragile resource. The 
water used to irrigate landscapes is considered a luxury 
use of water by many people. 

Can Getting Dirty Lift Your Mood? 
By Shirley Campbell  

Ellis County Master Gardener 
 
Just in time for spring gardening comes this headline: A recent study found that the bacteria Mycobacterium accae, commonly found 
in soil, increased serotonin levels in the brains of mice. A lack of serotonin is thought to cause depression in humans. Researchers 
became interested in the bacteria aft er cancer patients being treated with it began unexpectedly reporting lifted moods and better 
quality of life. 
 

The study was small, but researchers hope to look into the connection between the bacteria, healthy immune systems and depression 
to find out if there would be benefit from developing treatment options from this and other kinds of bacteria. Gardeners already know 
that digging in the dirt and soaking up the springtime sunshine make them feel happy and rejuvenated, but as Dr. Chris Lowry – lead 
author of this study -- says “They (these studies) leave us wondering if we all shouldn’t be spending more time playing in the dirt.” 
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G od made rainy days so gardeners could get the housework 
done.                                                        ~Author Unknown                  

                                                                  Spiderwort 
By Diane Hopkins, Ellis County Master Gardener  

 
One of many wildflowers that have burst into bloom recently is the tall, scrambling Spiderwort. It can 
be found growing along roadsides, railroads, and in open woods. Although it is often considered a 
weed because of some species tendency to spread uncontrollably with long, messy foliage; this native 
wildflower is an interesting addition in the home landscape.           
 

Spiderwort is a perennial that got its genus name, Tradescantia, from the gardener of King Charles I 
of England in the 17th century. John Tradescant, a plant hunter, grew them from seed brought back 
from America and spiderworts are still popular in English gardens today.  
 

Spiderworts have clusters of flowers, which are symmetrically shaped with three equal petals and six  
yellow antlers. The blossoms are white, pink or purple but most commonly bright blue and sometimes have a tuft of hair at the apex 
of the sepal. The leaves are narrow, long and clasping at the stem. The stems and roots are thick and fleshy, enabling the plants to 
withstand drought conditions.  
 

Spiderwort grows well in all kinds of environments, from dry to wet sandy, rocky, or clay soil. It is easily propagated from stem cut-
tings or seeds and cultivated for borders and used in containers. Where it appears as a volunteer, it is often allowed to stay. In spite of 
their hardiness they are easily overgrown by other plants.  
 

There are many species of native spiderwort that occur from southern Canada south to northern Argentina. The Wandering Jew, na-
tive to eastern Mexico, is also a species of spiderwort. Other names used for various species include Spider-lily, Cradle-lily, Oyster-
plant and Flowering Inch Plant. Some species are very similar in appearance and hybrids often occur, so it can be difficult to make 
an exact identification.  
 

The plant received its unusual name from the belief held at one time that it would cure spider bites. Wort comes from the Anglo-
Saxon “ wyrt” meaning herb or root. Other names that have been applied to spiderwort are “cow slobber” and “kiss me at the gate.” 
Both of these nicknames can most likely be attributed to the fact that the flowers last for a single day, contracting in the afternoon 
into a sticky mass that will drip if touched.  

                      Spotlight:  Chinkapin Oak 
     by Jamey Guarascio-Cosper, Ellis County Master Gardener  
 
Although not the most popular of the Oak trees in Texas, the Chinkapin Oak (Quercus muehlenber-
gii) is one of my favorite large native trees. Reaching up to 80’ high and creating an open globular 
crown of up to 60’ wide, the Chinkapin Oak is a commanding shade tree and adds great value and 
dramatic impact to any homeowner’s property. Also known as Chinquapin Oak or Yellow Chestnut 
Oak, the Chinkapin may be hard to find at the nursery, but is well worth the effort.   
 

This deciduous tree features oblong, shiny green leaves of up to 6” long that are coarsely toothed. In 
addition, the acorns from this tree are edible and sweet. Anyone growing a Chinkapin for acorns, however, may want to note that it 
could be up to 30 years before it tempts us with its showy fruit. Spring bloom generally occurs in April with yellowish-green 
“flowers” appearing all over the tree’s canopy. Fall color is somewhat subdued only offering shades of yellow and brown. 
 

Plant this jewel in full sun in well drained soil. In the wild, the Chinkapin thrives in alkaline soils that are dry to medium wet, but its 
relatively drought -tolerant once established. 
 

Being part of the White Oak family, the Chinkapin is a slow growing tree and is susceptible to several diseases:  oak wilt, chestnut 
blight, shoestring root rot, anthracnose, oak leaf blister, cankers, leaf spots and powdery mildew. You will also need to keep your 
eyes open for the insects that torment oak trees, such as scale, oak skeletonizer, galls, oak lace bugs, borers, caterpillars, and nut wee-
vils. Don’t be intimidated by this pest list however, as the Chinkapin is generally considered to be a low-maintenance, long lived 
tree. 
 

If you are looking for a dignified shade tree to add appeal to your homestead and neighborhood several years down the road, give the 
Chinkapin a try.   
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Caladiums - Sun or Shade? 
By Shirley Campbell, Ellis County Master Gardener  

 

Hurry and wait! Hurry to the nursery now to purchase those caladiums while there is a good selection, but wait until the soil tem-
perature is 70 degrees to plant them. Around Mothers’ Day is a good target date for planting.  
 

The life or energy  of a caladium tuber is measured in weeks. The average life is usually around 20 weeks. By staggering the time of 
your plantings you can have beautiful caladiums going into the fall. Plant as late as June or July to extend the foliage display.  
 

Although their colors will be brighter if given afternoon shade, some caladiums can bask in the sun white others are only happy in 
the shade.  
 

According to observations in Texas, the most sun tolerant caladium cultivars are: 

• Candidum – white with green midribs  
• F. M. Joyner – white and green with red veins  
• Fire Chief – pink with green mottling 
• Frieda Hemple –  red with green border 
• Galaxy – green with white veins, pink and white specks  
• Gingerland –  white with green and red flecks, silvery ap-

pearance 
• Gypsy Rose – pale pink with slight green mottling 
• Kathleen – muted pink with green mottled margin 

• Lord Derby – pale red with dark green veins 
• Pink Beauty – pale pink with green mottling 
• Postman Joyner – red with green border  
• Red Flash – red with pink specks, green margins  
• Rosebud – pink with wide green margins 
• Sea Gull – green with wide white veins  
• Scarlet Beauty – bright pink with green mottled margins  
• White Queen – white with red midribs  

The next most sun-tolerant cultivars are: 

• Aaron – very tall, creamy white with white midribs and 
green borders  

• Caloosahatchie – white with green mottling, green margins  
• Candidum Junior – dwarf version of the larger Candidum 
• Carolyn Whorton – pink with red veins, green mottling  
• Clarice – pink with white mottling, green margins  
• Fannie Munson – muted pink with pale green mottling 
• Irene Dank – red with narrow green margins  
• Jackie Suthers – pure white with green border 
• Jubilee –white with green margins, large red specks  
• Holderman –  pink with mottled green margins  
• June Bride – white with slightly green margins  
• Lady of Fatima – solid white with green margins  

• Lance Whorton – dark pink with light green specks, green 
veins  

• Marie Moire – white with green veins, red specks 
• Miss Chicago – wide red veins, white specks, green mar-

gins 
• Pink Cloud – bright pink with green mottling, white veins  
• Pink Gem – pink with green mottling  
• Pink Symphony – pink with light pink veins  
• Rosalie – dark red, red veins, green margins  
• Tom Tom – red with bright red veins, wide green margins  
• Tropicana – pale pink  with bright pink veins  
• White Wing – creamy white centers with narrow green 

border 

Caladiums that tolerate the least amount of direct sun exposure are: 

• Blaze – solid red with light green mottling 
• John Reed – red with dark green margins  
• Miss Muffet – creamy white with red flecks and patches of 

green 
• Mumbo – pale red with green margins  

• Mrs. Arno Nehrling – wide red veins, green and white mot-
tling 

• Poecile Anglais – bright red with green margins  
• Red Frill – red with slight green margins  
• White Christmas – white with wide green veins  

Caladiums do best in a well-drained porous soil mixture that is rich in organic matter. Set the tubers, with the knobby side up, 8 to 12 
inches apart depending on the tuber size (the smaller the tuber the closer together). Plant 2 inches deep with a 1 to 2 inch layer of 
mulch to maintain the moisture they need. At planting time some growers recommend removing the central bud to encourage more 
leaf production from the side buds. To do this, press the bud with your thumb. It usually pops off easily. Incorporate a slow release 
fertilizer into the soil at the time of planting and again at 6 to 8 week intervals ending in September.  
 

As they mature, caladiums will develop ivory-colored flowers that resemble a spike partly enveloped by a petal-like bract. Remove 
these flowers as they form so that the plant’s energy will be directed to producing more foliage.  
 

Versatile enough to be used in containers as well as in your garden, try combining taller varieties with some of the shorter varieties. 
A stunning combination would be Aaron as your background, Candidum in the middle, and White Wing in the foreground.  
 

What would a Texas summer be without caladiums. Just admiring them gives us a cool feeling.  
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Gardening Success with Kids: Ten Tips 
By Betty Reuscher, Ellis County Master Gardener 

 

Here's how to get kids excited about gardening. Make gardening a fun activity. 
 

Difficulty:                      Easy 
Time required:              All summer, hopefully longer  
 

1. Choosing the plants: More than likely kids will choose vegetables they like to eat. In a small space stick to a short 
number of varieties. Include some flowers. Bright flowers at child height--such as zinnias, cosmos, and purple cone-
flowers.  

2. Starting seeds: Let the kids help with starting seeds. Even if seeds are too small for their fingers, let them cover with 
soil. 

3. Garden Journals: To keep the kids interested until the plants come up, have them start a garden journal. They can 
draw a picture of what they think the plants will look like, make notes of planting dates, and when they saw sprouts.  

4. Put the garden where they will see it: Pick a sunny spot in the yard near where the kids walk or play. The more they 
see their garden, the more they'll notice changes.  

(Continued on page 8) 

            SPRINGTIME IN SOUTH TEXAS 
                      By Jamey Guarascio-Cosper 
 
SURELY people "look before they sit" in bluebonnets!!! Every year, those 
of us in the country hear about folks thinking it would be cool to take pic-
tures of their kids sitting in the wildflowers, and they end up getting bit-
ten.  
 

Next time you are thinking of walking through a bluebonnet patch remem-
ber these pictures.  

                    Spotlight on Desert Willow 
                By Jamey Guarascio-Cosper, Ellis County Master Gardener 
 

Looking for a small, showy tree that is relatively low maintenance and extremely 
heat and drought tolerant? Look no further than the native Desert Willow 
(Chilopsis linearis) also known as Flowering Willow, Willowleaf Catalpa, Desert Ca-
talpa, Flor de Mimbre and Bow Willow. 
 

This tree grows to a height of 15' and 20' in width. A fast growing, deciduous tree, 
the Desert Willow will tolerate any well drained soil and is drought tolerant after 2 years of regular care. The 
Desert Willow should not be overwatered. In areas that receive more than 30" of annual rainfall it needs to be 
planted in a raised bed and watered carefully. This beautiful tree truly is desert hearty. Although it will grow in 
part shade, the Desert Willow prefers full sun for most prolific blooming.  
 

Although not related to the willow family, the tree develops a willowy form and the 
leaves resemble those of traditional willows. The bark is dark brown, the leaves 5 to 6 
inches long, and the flowers are trumpet shaped. The sweetly fragrant flowers range 
in color between pink and violet (rarely white or red) with blooms occurring in May and 
June -- or later if the rainy season is promising. The flowers occur in showy clusters 
at the tip of the branches and on new wood.  
 

Growth is irregular and requires some attention to early trunk development. Due to the nature of its growth, the 
Desert Willow can be pruned into a tree or shrub form -- the more it is pruned, the more it blooms.  
 

The Desert Willow is a welcome addition to any yard, but often serves as a focal point for xeriscaped beds. Looks 
beautiful accompanied by rosemary, salvia, yucca, and other drought tolerant plants. 
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(Continued from page 7) 
 

5. Playing with dirt: Remember that kids love playing with dirt. Let them help you prepare the soil. Kid-sized tools are 
great.  

6. Identify the garden as theirs: Mark each plant with the tag or seed packet it came with so that the kids can see what 
the flowers or vegetables will look like. Also make a sign for the whole garden with the child's name, so everyone 
can see that it's their garden.  

7. Playing with water: Playing with water is right up there with playing with dirt. Give the kids a small watering can to 
use on their garden. Show them how to gently let the water go right to the roots of the plants. Hoses are just asking 
for trouble.  

8. Include the whole environment: Teach them about mulching and composting, by letting them spread grass clippings, 
leaves, or mulch around their plants to conserve water and help feed the plants. Look for good insects.  

9. Patience isn't the only virtue: Kids don't have a lot of patience and they may try to pull up their radishes to just to see 
if they are ready. Their journals will help them keep track. Let them taste young and mature veggies to sample the 
differences.  

10. Let them make their own mistakes: Let kids have control of their own garden. It it's messy, it's their mess. Let them 
enjoy it and take pride in their own piece of land. 

 
 

  
 

 

Plant the Roses Now for Summer Blooms  
 

While June is considered the rose month, rose-loving Texans know that June roses would not bloom without 
planning and preparation in March and April. If you haven’t planted your roses yet, you still have to plant the 
container grown beauties. Texas Superstars and Earth Kind Roses such as Belinda’s Dream Rose, Marie Daly 
Rose and Knock Out Rose offer beauty, color and hardiness. Texas Superstars and Earth Kind Roses have 
been through rigorous statewide testing and evaluation by a team of horticulture experts and found to possess 
the high level of landscape performance and outstanding disease and insect tolerance/resistance required for 
these special designations. Anyone can grow roses if you follow the EarthKind method of soil preparation 
and plant selection. Prove it to yourself by starting out with the Knock Out rose. For more information, visit 
Tips for Growing Roses in Texas: http://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind. 

       EarthKind™ News 
            by James Kocian, Ellis County Master Gardener 

Texas Mushrooms 
 

Selection: Look for firm, evenly colored mushrooms. Avoid those that are broken, dam-
aged, or have soft spots, as well as those that seem damp. A good mushroom will have a 
good smell.  
Storage: Store fresh mushrooms, unwashed, in the refrigerator for up to three days. 
Nutrition: Mushrooms are low in calories, cholesterol-free and virtually fat free. Mush-
rooms also include essential minerals and B-complex vitamins.  
 

General Produce Safety Guidelines:  
• All fresh produce that is peeled or cut should be refrigerated within two hours. Leftover cut produce 

should be discarded if left at room temperature for more than two hours.  
• Hands should be washed with hot soapy water before and after handling fresh produce.  
• Wash all fruits and vegetables with cool tap water immediately before eating. Do not use soap or de-

tergents. Scrub firm produce, such as melons and cucumbers, with a clean produce brush. Cut away 
bruised or damaged areas before eating.  

• Wash surfaces often. Cutting boards, dishes, utensils and counter tops should be washed with hot 
soapy water and sanitized after coming in contact with fresh produce. Always use clean cutting boards 
and utensils when handling fresh produce. Visit: www.picktexas.com. 
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Ellis County Master Gardener Association 
Photo Contest 

 
Winners of the photo contest will collect, in total, prize money equal to the combined entry fees 
of all entrants. The entry fee is $2 per submission. Prize money will be awarded in three catego-
ries:  Single specimen, In the Garden, and Garden Bounty. 
 

Photo Contest Rules 
 
1.          Unaltered Digital Only:  minimum 3 megapixels (300 dpi), but higher resolution is encouraged. Please note that 
“film-photographers” can participate by having their photographs developed and placed on cd. 
 
2.          Categories:   

•     Single specimen (i.e., one tulip or a field of bluebonnets) 
•     In The Garden (water gardens, flower boxes, container gardens, full backyards, rooftop gardens, butterfly gar-

dens, fairy gardens, etc.) 
•     Garden Bounty (fruits, vegetables, herbs, etc.) 

 
3.          Winning entries will be judged by a panel of judges based on technical quality (sharpness & correct exposure), 
composition, creativity and originality. The decisions of the panel are final.   
 
4.          Winners will be announced on or before October 15, 2007 in the HoeHums, E -Newsletter, and on the www.
ECMGA.com website. Winners will also be announced in The Daily Light newspaper . 
 
5.          First prize will win 50% of entry fee money for each category. Second prize will receive 35%, and third prize 
15%. To qualify to receive a prize, winners must sign an affidavit of eligibility and release. Panel of judges are not eligi-
ble to enter. 
 
6.          All photos become the property of the Ellis County Master Gardener Association. ECMGA may use the photos in 
its publications, educational programs, and publicity efforts. Prize winning photos may be featured in calendars, power-
points, publicity ads, etc. Contestants must know the names and addresses of any identifiable persons in the photos 
who must also sign an affidavit of release waiving compensation. ECMGA cannot be responsible for lost, late, misdi-
rected, postage-due or damaged mail.  
 
7.          Number of Submissions:  Contestants may enter as many times as they wish, but must pay an entry fee and 
submit separate Entry Form for each entry submitted.   Submissions are due by September 30, 2007. 
 
Entries will be assigned numbers and displayed on the www.ECMGA.com website. 

                Ellis County Master Gardener 
                     GRANT PROGRAM 

 

The Ellis County Master Gardener Association has developed a grant program to provide 
funding for county-wide horticultural educational projects. These monies came from the 
various sponsorship levels of the 2007 Ellis County Master Gardener Lawn and Garden 
EXPO. Grant application forms may be picked up at the Ellis County Extension Office; the 

form is also available online at www.ECMGA.com.  
 
The first funding period for submitting the form is July 15, 2007; the second funding period is January 15, 
2008. Completed forms should be sent to the Ellis County Extension Office, 701 S. I-35E, Suite 3, Waxahachie, 
Texas 75165.   
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Mail to: 
ECMGA, Attn:  Photo Contest, 701 South I -35, Suite 3, Waxahachie, Texas  75165 

 
 

Ellis County Master Gardener Association 
Photo Contest  ---- ENTRY FORM 

 
To enter, mail your unaltered digital photographs on a cd, along with the fully completed entry 
form, and a check or money order to ECMGA. 

 
Name:                                                                                                                                             
 
Phone:                                                        Email:                                                                           
 
Title of Entry:                                                                        Category:                                                         
 
Description (Optional):                                                                                                                    
 
Location of photo shoot:                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
I hereby give the Ellis County Master Gardener Association the right to reproduce, print and publish this photo-
graph. I understand that by submitting this photograph, I waive all rights to receive compensation for the future 
use of this photograph by the Ellis County Master Gardener Association.  
 
 
 
________________                                                                                                                                     
Date                                                                    Signature 
 
                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                           Printed Name 
 

Mail to: 
ECMGA, Attn: Photo Contest, 701 South I-35, Suite 3, Waxahachie, Texas  75165 
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Things To Do in May 
By June Garrett 

Ellis County Master Gardener  
 
Week 1: 
 

You can still plant summer annuals and perennials. Some of the best plants for color include lantanas, 
cosmos, fountain grass, zinnias, caladiums, marigolds, morning glories, and impatiens. Your nursery 
should have a good assortment of these plants, seeds, and bulbs. To prolong the flowering season of 
your spring flowering plants, remove spent blooms.  
 
Plant heat tolerant vegetables early in May, including black-eyed peas and okra. New lawns should be 
planted from seeds, plugs, or sod.   
 
Week 2: 
 

Allow your spring flowering bulbs to turn yellow and dry up before removing since this is how the bulbs 
are nourished for next year. You can plant cannas and other summer-flowering bulbs now. Newly-
planted annuals and perennials should be pinched back for more compact and better branched plants. 
Prune spring-blooming shrubs now to encourage re-growth this season and keep form.   Also, prune 
climbing roses after they finish blooming. Fertilize your turf, landscape plants, vegetables, and flowers 
with a high nitrogen fertilizer.  
 
Week 3: 
 

Water must always be a vital concern; put down soaker hoses, purchase a water barrel (similar to the 
old cisterns that our grandparents used), and decrease overhead watering since so much water is lost 
in the air or lost down our curbs and streets. Thin peaches and plums by hand to leave fruit about 6 
inches apart.   
 
Check you roses for thrips which are small and honey-colored, and use systemic insecticide. Use gen-
eral-purpose fungicide spray if powdery mildew appears on roses, crepe myrtles, or other plants.   
 
Week 4: 
 

Be sure not to waste our precious water. Our aquaducts are running low on water so do not water on set 
schedules but rather water only when needed. If it rains, cut off your sprinkler. Try to use rain water 
if possible. Mow your lawn on regular intervals to encourage dense growth. Remove low-hanging tree 
branches and basal sprouts which come up around crepe myrtles. And be sure not to prune crepe myr-
tles except for these sprouts.   
 
 
To obtain additional gardening information, visit our website at www.ecmga.com or phone the Ellis 
County Extension Office at 972-825-5175.  


