
 

W elcome to the Ellis County Master Gardener’s Ellis-Gardening newsletter.  The purpose 

of this newsletter is to give you a month by month agenda of what you should be doing to your 
landscape. We will be featuring horticulture articles that we hope you will find interesting, important 
dates where you can find the Master Gardeners speaking, demonstrating and passing out information 
relative to your garden. Go to our website: www.ECMGA.com to read it online or click “subscribe” to re-
ceive it via e-mail. Thank you.                                                                                 Melinda Kocian, editor 

 

Volume I, Issue 6  July, 2007  Official E-letter of the Ellis County Master Gardeners Association, Waxahachie, Texas  

T he best place to seek God is in a garden. You can dig for him 
there. 

~George Bernard Shaw,  
The Adventures of the Black Girl in Her Search for God, 1932 
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What’s Happening In July 
 

Tuesday, July 10, 7:00 pm - The Greenery. Rainwater Collection and 
Xeriscaping. Magda Girgis has recently moved to Ellis County. She is the 
past president of Dallas Organic Club and an avid gardener. She is a self-
taught gardener and has learned valuable information from many of her 
gardening friends.  
 

Saturday, July 14, 9:00 am - The Greenery. Shade Gardening. 
Judy Fender is a shade expert and a Dallas County Master Gardener. 
She is a certified consultant with the American Rose Society and a Ro-
sarian. Look forward to lots of information as well as good handouts.  
 

Cedar Hill State Park, for more info call 972-291-3900, Ext. 232. 
             Saturday, July 7, 7-8 pm, Silent Birds of the Night 
             Sat, July 7, 3-4 pm. Mammals-Our Fuzzy, Furry Friends  
             Friday, July 13, 7 pm, Top 10 Park Secrets 
             Sat, July 14, 9-10 am, Pond Trail Nature Walk 
             Sat, July 14, 3-4 pm, Reptiles-Our Scaly Skinned Friends 
             Sat, July 21, 9:30-11:30, Kids Wilderness Survival 
             Sat, July 28, 9-10:30, Penn Farm Tour          
 

Special Event! 
Friday, July 27, 9:00 pm - - 2nd in a series - Summer Moonlight Mov-
ies in Downtown Waxahachie, Over The Hedge (PG). Bring your lawn 
chairs to the corner of College and Franklin. The movie will be projected 
on the East wall of the Plaid Donkey (formerly the Blair Bldg.). It’s FREE! 

July 4th - Don’t forget to 
fly your flag! 

Parade/Fireworks 
 

For those of you that might be new to the 
area; as well as long-standing Ellis County 
residents: we have a wonderful Crape 
Myrtle Festival that happens every 4th of 
July. Concert/tailgate party/fireworks on 
Tuesday, July 3, at Lumpkin Stadium; 
gates open at 6 pm.  
 

The parade starts at 10:00 am on the 4th. 
It’s right out of a Norman Rockwell paint-
ing. Thousands of people line the streets 
of the parade route, children waiving their 
little flags while sitting on dad’s shoul-
ders; don’t miss it! You’ll be glad to went! 
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I  used to visit and revisit it a dozen times a day, and stand in deep contemplation over my vegetable progeny 
with a love that nobody could share or conceive of who had never taken part in the process of creation. It 

was one of the most bewitching sights in the world to observe a hill of beans thrusting aside the soil, or a rose 
of early peas just peeping forth sufficiently to trace a line of delicate green.  

 

~  Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mosses from and Old Manse  

                       Spectacular Butterfly-attracting Plant 
                               By Diane Hopkins, Master Gardener  

 

The unusual array of beautiful butterflies flitting from flower to flower in Ellis County is providing a wonderful 
opportunity to increase their habitat in our gardens. Plumbago, a tender perennial with profuse sky-blue flowers, 
will attract many butterflies to your garden. It is sometimes called “sky flower” because of the sky-blue color of 
its flowers. A white flowered variety is also available.  
 

The plumbago blooms non-stop from summer until frost. The flowers are one-inch long tubes expanding into 5 petals spreading 1 
inch across. The flowers are borne in rounded terminal clusters 6 inches across and look quite a bit like phlox flowers. The bloom 
produces sticky, gland tipped hairs on the flower calyx. The seed capsule retains the stickiness which presumably helps disperse the 
seed by attaching to animals. The top of the capsule splits open and drops the seed out.  
 

It seems to have no diseases or pests and is deer-resistant. Although it blooms best in full sun, the 
plumbago can take considerable shade and still have an abundance of blooms. It will reach a height of 3 
to 4 feet and spread up to 5 feet wide. It can be a bit rambling if not pruned; prune spent flowers to en-
courage re-blooming and to maintain desired plant shape.  
 

This plant loves the heat, doesn’t mind long, humid summers, and is reasonably drought tolerant. In 
South Texas and Florida the plumbago is grown as an evergreen shrub. In Zones 7 and 8 (which cover 
most of North Texas) it can be grown in con- tainers, cut back in the fall, and wintered in the garage. 
Many gardeners prefer to grow it is in the garden with other perennials. After the first frost, cut it back and cover it with a blanket of 
thick mulch. In the spring, remove the mulch and, unless we’ve had an unusually harsh winter, it will green up and be blooming by 
early summer. It requires good soil drainage and prefers a slightly acidic pH; incorporating lots of organic material into the soil will 
help in this area.  
 

Another way to keep plumbago going is to pot up some of the seedlings that always come up around the mother plant. Over-winter 
these little plants inside, just in case a really hard winter kills those in the garden. It’s worth the extra trouble in the fall in exchange 
for a long season of no-fuss blooms that blend and enhance the beauty of all your other flowers.  
 

Plumbago is designated as a Texas Superstar by Texas A&M making it a good bet for growing successfully in your garden. 

                      SPECIES SPOTLIGHT:  THE POSSUMHAW HOLLY  
                                 By Jamey Guarascio-Cosper, Master Gardener  

 

The Possumhaw, Ilex deciduas, is a deciduous holly which drops its small, light green 
leaves each autumn to reveal clusters of yellow to orange to red berries, which last all 
winter. Reaching heights of 20’ and a spread of 15’, this small tree tends to become bushy if 
not trimmed.  
 

Native to southeastern USA to Texas, the Possumhaw is very easy to grow as it tolerates sun or shade, though in 
full sunlight growth is more dense and fruiting is heavier. This native holly grows in almost any kind of soil--acid 
or alkaline, dry or marginally damp. In fact, after a little supplemental watering during the first season to help it  
get established, the Possumhaw will do remarkably well with little care.    
 

The Possumhaw is bothered by very few pests. Although suckers from the base tend to be a problem if not kept 
in check. Fortunately, it can be pruned at any time, which is a plus as you can expect many requests for branches of berries.  
 

Like other hollies, Possumhaw Holly plants are either male or female, with only the female plants capable of producing berries. 
Therefore, it is best to purchase when the berries can be seen on the plant. The berries are a favorite of many species of birds and 
other wildlife, but tend to be deer resistant.  
 

The Possumhaw can be used for winter color, as an understory tree, or a specimen garden tree. Varieties to consider include Warren's 
Red, Council Fire and Byer's Golden. To ensure berries, plant one male Possumhaw or male American holly for every six female 
trees. 
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GARDEN TALK 
By Homer McCain  
Ellis County Master Gardener  

Confused about plant names? 
 

Have you ever wondered about all the plants that you read about in the newspaper, garden magazines, or hear about on TV and ra-
dio? How did they get their names and what do they really mean? 
 

In most cases the common name of a plant is all you need to know. But, common names for plants are often confusing and mislead-
ing. Some plants have more than one common name. A common name of a plant by someone might not mean the same plant to 
someone else. Many different plants have the same common name. So if you want to know more about a plant to be sure of what you 
are getting you need to understand what’s behind the botanical name. And remember, that the terms botanical, scientific or Latin re-
lating to the name of a plant all mean the same thing.  
 

Most plants are referred to by a common name that is usually followed by the botanical name in Latin written in italics and enclosed 
in parentheses. For example, purple coneflower which is a spring - fall blooming plant with purple-gray flowers around an orange- 
colored cone would be written as: purple coneflower (Echinacea purpurea).  
 

Plants all over the world are grouped together by similar flower parts into large plant families. These families are further broken out 
into groups of more closely related plants. Such plants are given a botanical name consisting of two names. This is called the bino-
mial system, or binomial nomenclature devised by the Swedish scientist Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778). The first part of a botanical 
name is called the genus, which is usually a classical name. The plural of genus is genera; the second part is the species name. The 
genus and species are always written in italics, with just the name of the genus capitalized as shown in the above example.    

 

The species name is important because it is a word that describes the plant and is generally easy to recognize and understand. It also 
distinguishes one plant species from another within a given genus. For example, the species name can describe the color of a plant, 
such as, purpures (purple); form of leaf, folius (leaves or foliage); shape or size of a plant, compactus (compact). Sometimes, the spe-
cies name only indicates where the plant came from, such as a country or region of the world. For example, chinensis or canadensis. 
(China or Canada)  
 

Many of the Latin species names are fairly easy to understand in that they are descriptive names and some are quite similar to Eng-
lish names. In many cases, the species will get its name by or for the person who discovered the plant. The plant, Salvia greggri i, for 
instance, is named for J. Gregg, a Mexican trader, who found and collected salvias in Texas. He first discovered the plant in Mexico.  
 

Not all plants have common names, but all plants have a botanical name usually consisting of at least of two or more names. Some 
plants such as lantana take the genus Lantana as its common name.  
 

Many plants today are improved varieties of the original plant found in the wild. They are often referred to as cultivars, which is 
short for cultivated variety. Cultivars are considered superior plants meaning, for example, that something about the plant such as its 
size, shape, color, flowers, structure, leaves etc. has been improved by hybridizers and plant breeders. When a plant is a cultivar, a 
third name, in addition to the genus and species, is necessary.  
 

The cultivar name is not italicized and generally comes after the botanical name of the plant in single quotations. For example, a 
peach-colored cultivar of Salvia greggii called  ‘Desert Pastel’ would be written as Salvia greggii ‘Desert Pastel’ or, in some cases   
Desert Pastel Salvia. Although, it is quite common now, especially in garden catalogs, that only the genus and the cultivar’s name are 
used. For example, Salvia ‘Desert Pastel’. Cultivars usually get their name from the person or persons who introduced or discovered 
the plant. The world of cultivar names is interesting and amusing. Some are named for people, colors, places, flowers, or even food 
and wine.  
 

In case you are wondering about all those botanical names with the multiplication  sign  (x) between them, that simply means that the 
plant is a hybrid. A hybrid is a cross usually between two species of the same genus that occurred naturally or by deliberate plant 
breeding. For example, Helleborus x nigercors is a hybrid between Helleborus niger and Helleborus argutifolius. The multiplication 
sign preceding the genus name, which is very rare, means the plant is a hybrid between two different genera. As in: x Fatshedera 
lizei a hybrid between Fatsia japonica and Hedera hibernica. Hybrids can also have cultivars such as Juniperus x pfitzeriana ‘Mint 
Julep’.  
 

So remember, there is more to a plant than just the common name. And, you really don’t have to remember all those Latin names or 
how to pronounce then. The pronunciation of Latin names vary widely among gardeners and plant scholars. Just learn to recognize 
then when you see then. And that’s important if you want to ensure that you get the right plant. 
 

It’s also helpful to know that the purple coneflower  (Echinacea purpurea) ‘Razzmatazz’ is no ordinary coneflower.  
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Planting and Sowing 
•It is not too late for another planting of many warm-season 

annuals (marigolds, zinnias, periwinkles). They will re-
quire extra attention at first, but will reward you with 
color during the fall. 

 

•Set transplants for fall tomatoes and direct-sow pumpkin 
seeds early this month. Set pepper transplants mid-
month. 

 

Fertilizing and Pruning 
•Keep caladiums well-watered to keep them lush and ac-

tive. Apply a high nitrogen fertilizer (21-0-0) at the rate 
of l/3 to l/2 pound per 100 square feet of bed area and 
water thoroughly. 

 

•Apply the same fertilizer to crape myrtles to promote more 
growth and flower production. 

 

•Prune out dead or diseased wood from trees and shrubs, 
however, hold off on major pruning from now until mid-

winter. Severe pruning now will only stimulate tender 
new growth prior to frost.  

 

This and That 
•During this season of hot weather, extra care should be 

given to watering plants thoroughly and deeply. 
 

•Don’t allow plants with green fruit or berries to suffer from 
lack of moisture. Hollies will frequently drop their fruit 
under drought conditions. 

 

•Picking flowers frequently encourages most annuals to 
flower even more abundantly.  

It’s July - What Needs to be Done? 

Monthly Tip 
 

Most lawns receive twice as much water as they require 
for a healthy appearance.  

                      Featured Plant for July 
Zinnia, Zinnia spp. ‘Zinnia’ 
Annual bedding plant with flowers of all colors and sizes on long stems. Easy to grow from seeds in 
well drained soil. Zinnias are fairly drought tolerant and bloom all summer till frost. 
Exposure: Sun 
Size: Ht 8-36” Spread 12-24” 
Spacing: 12’ 
 

Of the tremendous amounts of water applied to the lawns and 
gardens, much of it is never absorbed by the plants and put to use. 
Some water is lost to runoff by being applied too rapidly, and 
some water evaporates from exposed, unmulched soil. But, the 
greatest waste of water is applying too much too often (from "The 
Texas Urban Landscape Guide", published by Texas Cooperative 
Extension, Texas Nursery and Landscape Association, and Texas 
Water Development Board, cooperating).  
 

The term "waterwise" gardening incorporates the seven principles 
of "Xeriscaping." These pri nciples include:  
 

• Plan the landscape to enhance the natural space with minimal 
environmental impact.  

•  Prepare the soil to insure good drainage, plant-specific sun/
shade requirements, and room for mature size.  

• Limit turf areas.  

• Apply mulch wherever possible.  

• Water according to plant needs and soil conditions.  

• Maintain Xeriscape principles year round. Reduce mowing. 
Mulch yearly. Water efficiently.  

• Select native or adapted plants.  

 

One of the best plants for waterwise Xeriscaping is the Coral  
Honeysuckle.  
 

Why? It's water needs are minimal; for after being established, it 
easily thrives on rainwater alone. Just provide soil with good 
drainage and watch it shine. Coral honeysuckle is a native wild-
flower that will climb a fence or wall or spread as a beautiful 
ground cover or hide an unsightly feature in the landscape. The 
red flowers are long and trumpet shaped, giving the plant its al-
ternate name, Trumpet Honeysuckle. The flowers are a favorite 
of hummingbirds, bees and butterflies all summer long. Coral 
honeysuckle thrives in containers or in the garden. Unlike it's un-
controllable cousin, Japanese honeysuckle, coral honeysuckle 
will not spread out of control.  
 

Often it is found in the wild in open woodlands, roadsides, fence 
rows where its fall berry fruits attract birds. If you want a more 
bushy form and more blossoms, prune back in the winter. Coral 
honeysuckle is hardy to zone 4 (We are in zone 8.) prefers full 
sun to part shade.  
 
 

 
                       Did You Know? 

                                 By Betty Reuscher, Ellis County Master Gardener  
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Call for Entries for Ellis County Master Gardener 
Photography Contest 

 

The Ellis County Master Gardeners challenge photographers 
from all levels of experience to capture their ideal horticul-
tural image in the inaugural Master Gardener photography 
contest sponsored by the Ellis County Master Gardeners and 
The Waxahachie Daily Light.  
 

The deadline for entries is September 30, 2007. Winners 
will be announced on October 15, 2007. Winners will be rec-
ognized on the contest's website www.ecmga.com, in their 
E-Gardening newsletter, and in the Waxahachie Daily Light 
newspaper. Images are to be submitted in a digital format as 
per guidelines found on the contest's website.  
 

The three categories for 2007 are: 
• Single specimen: i.e., a single tulip, field of bluebon-

nets, etc.  
• In The Garden: i.e., water gardens, butterfly gar-

dens, rooftop gardens, full backyards, flower boxes, 
fairy gardens, container gardens, etc.  

• Garden Bounty: i.e., herbs, fruits, veggies, bundle of 
tomatoes, peas fresh on the vine, a spectacular 
gourd, etc.  

Images will be judged by a panel of judges based on technical quality (sharpness & correct exposure), composition, 
creativity and originality. No identifiable people in the photographs, please. 
 

The official rules and entry form are available online at http://www.ecmga.com. For more information on the Ellis 
County Master Gardeners, visit their website at www.ecmga.com.  

What Can I Do With My Garlic? 

• Dry it. The Spring harvest should be done by now and smart 
gardeners have a supply of garlic drying happily in a cool, 
dry space. Spread the garlic on a mesh tray or screen wire or 
open basket to let the air circulate around the garlic heads so 
they can dry thoroughly. Once dried, they can be stored in a 
basket or other containers, but they should always have air. 
Airtight containers will cause the garlic to rot and that would 
be a terrible waste! 

• Plant it. Although the optimum time for garlic planting is 
October, you can actually plant it any time. Many gardeners 
like to replant as soon as the harvest is done. Select some of 
your nice big healthy cloves and poke them back in the 
ground where they were just grown. You don’t have to rotate 
garlic crops. The little pups that form along the bulb can also 
be planted or left in the soil when you pull the stalks. Just 
remember where the garlic is so that you don’t dig it up be-
tween now and late fall when it begins to grow again.  

• Eat it. Garlic makes almost everything taste 
better. In Gilmore, California, home of the 
big Garlic Festival, they use garlic in every-
thing from appetizers to dessert, remember, 
the sharpness of garlic turns to sweetness 
when it is gently cooked. 

• Roast it. Cut off the top and any remaining roots of a large 
garlic head, place on aluminum foil and drizzle with olive 
oil. Tightly close foil. Bake in a 425°F oven for about 45 
minutes and unwrap. You’ll find the garlic is sweet, buttery 
and delicious to add to recipes or spread on toast.  

• Take advantage of its medicinal properties. It has long been 
thought of as a herbal “wonder drug.” Beneficial against cold 
and flu, it is also packed with antibacterial properties and 
antioxidants. Eating garlic is good for you and makes you 
happy as well! 
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                    Late Bloomers 
                    Looking forward to fall 

                            By Shirley Campbell, Ellis County Master Gardener  
 
Already I am dreading the heat of the summer when no one feels like working in his garden. But, fall will 
come and with it bring us new enthusiasm. I always look forward to seeing these late bloomers putting on their 
show in my garden. 
 

Autumn Sage (Salvia greggii):   A semi-evergreen woody shrub growing 3 ft. tall and wide, and coming in all colors. Actually the 
flowers start in early spring and last all summer long. These salvias benefit from frequent haircuts after a flush of bloom. The August 
trim is especially important for good fall blooms. The tubular flowers attract hummingbirds, and the nectar brings butterflies and 
bees.  
 

Mexican Bush Sage (S. leucantha):  This plant is worth having as a background plant for its lovely lance-shaped, silvery leaves. 
Flowers emerge on long, draping spires in solid lavender, or lavender and white. To keep the tall plants from becoming too leggy and 
to encourage more blooms, prune back by half in mid-spring and early summer. 
 

Mexican Mint Marigold (Tagetes lucida):  Equally at home planted in the herb garden and flower border, the leaves haves a dis-
tinct, anise –like scent. The leaves can be used in teas and as a substitute for tarragon in cooking.   With its small yellow daisy-like 
flowers and its 2 to 3 ft. size, it would look great planted in front of the taller Mexican bush sage for an eye-catching combination of 
yellow and purple.  
 

Fall Aster (Symphyotricum oblongifolium:)   The 2 to 3 ft. mounds with 1 ½ in. lavender flowers with yellow centers are espe-
cially nice in the fall border if combined with Mexican Mint Marigold. Requiring good drainage and detesting over fertilizing and 
over watering, they are a must for water-wise landscaping. Cut back the plants in spring to maintain a dense growth habit. 
 

Blue Mistflower (Eupatorium coelestinum):  A plant also known as Hardy Ageratum or Boneset is a prolific fall bloomer that puts 
on a show for four or more weeks and fairly buzzes with the activity of butterflies, bees and other insects seeking its nectar.   Its 
misty display of blue/purple, fluffy flowers are especially nice planted with Mexican Mint Marigold giving you the pleasing combi-
nation of blue/purple with yellow.  
 

Copper Canyon Daisy (Tagetes lemmonii):  The name gives you a clue. Brush against it as you walk by and the air will fill with 
the fragrance of citrus and camphor. This plant makes a 3 to 4 ft. tall mound with a profusion of single bright yellow blooms about 
an inch in diameter. The blooms are a great source of nectar for several species of benefi cial insects. Give it plenty of room and it 
may need to be staked. It’s a wise choice for the low water use garden. 
 

Sweet Autumn Clematis (Clematis  paniculata):  Most types of clematis are best left on the pages of the seed catalogs if you gar-
den here in Texas, but this vine is an exception. It sprawls over whatever support you provide. It explodes into a billowy white mass 
of quarter sized white booms with a knock-your-socks-off fragrance. Remember it likes its face in the sun and its feet in the shade, so 
plant a low growing shrub or place a container at its feet to shade the roots.  
 

Fall Obedient Plant (Physostegia virginiana):  Did you even wonder why it is called obedient plant? The blooms on the stalk can 
be moved to the side and will remain in that position when you let go. This plant produces snapdragon- shaped flowers of lavender 
pink blooms with dark lavender purple markings. It willingly takes over a planting bed if given moist soil. It is better kept just mod-
erately moist to curb its enthusiasm, or  
consider an underground barrier. 
 

Maximilian Sunflower  (Helianthus maximiliani):  This relative of garden sunflowers is also willing to roam and should  be kept 
on the dry side to tame its aggression. This sunflower is a perennial that blooms in the fall with many 3 inch yellow blooms spiraling 
upward along the 4 to 6 ft. tall stalks. To tame it a little bit I cut it back severely in July or August and am gradually moving it out of 
the flower beds and to the pasture fence. 
 

 
Sedum (Sedum spectabile):  Sedum has blue-green, roundish foliage, and bears bright pink flowers in round, flat heads in late  
summer. Established plants can be 18 to 24 inches tall. It’s a butterfly magnet and one of the best plants for a water-wise garden.   
‘Autumn Joy’ is easily found in our local nurseries. I have also had good luck with ‘Neon’ and ‘Vera Jameson’ (a low grower more 
like a groundcover). 
 

All of the above perennials like full sun. Obedient plant, sedum, and blue mistflower can take part sun.   
 

As we wilt through the summer months, think “fall” and plan to add some of these late season performers to your landscape now and 
extend the color season on into the fall.  
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Squash/Zucchini Pickles  
   (yield: 5-6 pints) 

 

                                      8 cups thinly sliced squash and zucchini        2 cups cider vinegar 
                                      2 cups sliced onions                                   3 teaspoons salt  
                                      2 medium green bell peppers, sliced            1/2 teaspoons mustard seed 
                                      1 medium red bell pepper, sliced                 2 teaspoons celery seed 
                                      Seasonings:                                             1/2 teaspoon turmeric 
                                      2 cups sugar 
 

Layer vegetables, salting lightly on top of each layer in a large bowl. Let stand an hour and then drain.  
 

Put all the seasoning ingredients together in a saucepan and cook until sugar dissolves.  
 

Put drained vegetables in a large pot, pouring the hot syrup over them. Bring to a boil and cook only until vegetables are wilted 
down.  
 

With tongs, put vegetables into clean hot jars to within 1/2 inches of jar top. With a soup ladle, spoon over vegetables to 1/2 inch of 
jar top. Wipe rims with clean wet cloth, put lids and rims on the jars. Put jars into canner full of hot boiling water (water must be 
over the tops of the jars). When water comes to a re-boil, cook for 5 minutes. Remove jars from canner; let cool.   

                           Excess Vegetables 
                                  By Melinda Kocian, Ellis County Master Gardener  

 

With all the fresh vegetables so plentiful this year, it takes a lot of work and imagination to come up with what to 
do with all of the excess. Once we give them to family, friends, and anyone that doesn’t run the other way when 
they see you coming -- now what do you do? Make “pickles”. Try these “pickles”; I’ll bet if you close your eyes 
and take a bite (now don’t peek), you’ll swear you are eating bread and butter pickles made from cucumbers…….
not! 

                            Species Spotlight:  River Birch 
                                   By Jamey Guarascio-Cosper 

 

River birch, Betula nigra, is a large deciduous tree native to the southeastern United States. It 
is considered the most widely adapted of all the birches, and hardy throughout North Central 
Texas. Growing 90 feet in height and spreading 30 to 50 feet, it is rapid growing, but rel a-
tively short lived (30 to 40 years). Birches situated in moist areas are significantly longer-
lived. 
 

This birch has oval, pyramidal, upright or erect shape. This trees leaves are 1-1/2 to 3 inches long and 1 to 2 inches 
wide with tiny hairs on stem and the underside of a stout midrib.  
 

The River Birch has become a popular landscape tree because of its distinctive bark and graceful crown. The cin-
namon-colored, exfoliating bark of the River Birch is spectacular in the winter. Lustrous, medium-green leaves, the 

foliage turns pale yellow in the autumn. This tree is handsome without leaves because of its graceful silhouette and exfoliating bark.  
 

Although the River Birch thrives in wet areas and will tolerate moderate flooding, it does not require excessive amounts of water and 
has some drought resistance --tolerating fairly dry soils once it is established. The River Birch grows in acidic, loamy, moist, sandy, 
well drained, wet, wide range, clay soils. The River Birch requires full sun and tolerates high temperatures.  
 

Landscape Uses:  The graceful elegance of the birch allows it to be used as a specimen or for naturali z-
ing, and is best used in large areas. It transplants eas - ily and is most effective when planted in group-
ings. A multi-trunk specimen is more handsome than single-trunk trees. It should not be planted in 
high-use areas such as driveways, walks and patios, as dead branches tend to be messy. Periodic pruning 
is required to remove these branches; this can be done at any time of year. However, pruning healthy 
trees should be done when the tree is dormant (late summer to before midwinter), as this tree bleeds 
heavily.  
 

Its small but plentiful seeds are appreciated by a wide range of songbirds. 
 

Mud is a natural bed for the seedlings and the tree is excellent for holding stream banks and thus helping to keep erosion in check. 
 

Pests & Diseases:  River birch may be troubled by leaf spot diseases and early leaf drop in wet climates. Various leaf miners and 
aphids may infest it, but these problems are unimportant. One aphid causes the leaves to crinkle in the spring. It causes no lasting 
damage. River birch is not susceptible to invasion by the bronze birch borer, a common problem with other birches in the south. It 
also is said to be the Birch most resistant to borers, and can tolerate drier conditions than other Birches.  
 

If you are looking for a Birch tree for your North Texas yard, this Birch would be highly recommended.  
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With the bounty of rains that we have received in the past 8 
weeks, don’t over water soggy soil; it is as deadly as dry condi -
tions to your plants and landscape.   
 

No, it’s not too late to plant your turf grasses early in the month. 
This will give them time to establish roots before the extreme 
heat starts in on us.  
 

Fall tomato transplants should go in this month and old tomato 
vines can be tip-layered to start new plants and then the old plants 
removed from the garden.   
 

Want a butterfly magnet? Plant some zinnias in a sunny area, 
they will bloom for you in the fall and zinnias tend to reseed 
themselves somewhat.  
 

Prune blackberries after harvest; cut canes that produced this 
year’s fruit completely to ground (they will not bear fruit again.)  
 

Pinch back those flower buds from coleus, caladiums, basil and 
lamb’s ear, this will keep plants producing more leaves.   Also 
pinching back your mums will keep this colorful fall bloomer 
compact and cause it to cover itself in pretty blooms. 
 

Fertilize your trees, shrubs, vines and groundcovers with high-
nitrogen plant food. Use high nitrogen or all nitrogen granular 
plant food on your flowers and vegetables monthly.   
 

Look out for those leaf-rollers, they will make themselves at 
home on you cannas, redbuds, sweet gums and vincas. Use a sys-
temic insecticide such as B.T. to take care of this problem.   
 

Watering is still important during this next few hot months. Just  
simply going out and checking the soil by poking your finger in a 
few inches will tell you a lot. Looking at the leaves of the plants 
is a good indicator of stress due to lack of water. And remember 
to keep a check on those sprinkler systems they don’t always hit 
everything that needs water. Water is also important for you dur-
ing the heat. Always drink plenty of water before, during and af-
ter you are in the yard. If you find your self very thirsty then you 
are already getting dehydrated. Doing yard work during early  
morning and evening is best.  
 

Looking for that pop of color in your landscape? Plant some 
Tropical Hibiscus in a large pot for a container garden, Add some 
filler plants like a dwarf fountain grass or some variegated sages. 
Add some trailing plants; maybe some wave petunias for color. 
You can move this plant into a greenhouse for the winter or 
maybe your garage, just make sure you give it sunlight daily and 
don’t forget to water it.   
 

Be on the look out for bagworms they strip the needles of juni -
pers and other conifers. Spray with B.T or a general-purpose in-
secticide. Webworms should be pruned out of pecans while webs 
are still small basketball size or smaller.   
 

Watch out for early blight on tomatoes. You will be looking for 
large yellow blotches and defoliation. And if you notice that your 
tomatoes have sunken spots or dried brown areas, this indicates 
moisture stress; you will need to water deeply and add mulch.  
 

If you are looking for a particular color of crape myrtle, now is a 
good time to shop. Crape myrtles will be in full bloom; you can 
plant them at this time But they will require constant attention to 

watering. If you are planting a new lawn 
now you will need to do water lightly twice 
a day, provided we are not getting the down-
pours of rain that we have in the past few 
months. 
 

Now is the time to give your Crape myrtles, tropical hibiscus and 
other plants that bloom on new growth some high nitrogen fertil -
izer. Give your annual flowers, fall flowering perennials and 
roses a high nitrogen plant food as well; this will promote a burst  
of late summer growth and fall bloom. 
 

Look out for chinch bugs in your St. Augustine; grass will ap-
pear to be dry and will not improve in spite of watering. Use a 
turf insecticide and always read the label before applying.  
 

If nutsedge or more commonly called ( nutgrass) is something 
that you are battling, try using Image or Manage and follow the 
directions carefully. It may take several applications but stay with 
it or you will never get rid of it.  
 

Dead heading is still important; it will promote new blooms. 
Don’t be afraid to give those salvias a good hair cut; their blooms 
may look faded now, so just chop them back and wait for the new 
blooms to start. 
 

July and August are typically our hottest months; placing 4-6 
inches of mulch around your plantings helps retain moisture and 
deters weeds from growing.   
 

Shear roses like Belinda’s Dream now to encourage more 
blooms in the fall. Don’t prune spring blooming, woody orna-
mental shrubs like Chinese witch hazel now because they are set-
ting their bloom buds for next spring.  
 

Watch for powdery mildew on susceptible plants; use a potas-
sium bicarbonate or a product called Serenade. Look out for spi -
der mites and aphids; get out your water hose and blast them 
from your plants. Do this until you don’t see them anymore. If 
you are having problems with hungry caterpillars, try B.T.; al-
ways follow the label.     

Summer is vacation time for most of us, and we tend to worry 
about our plants while we are gone. Try bathtub watering; you 
will only need about 2 inches of water in the tub. Close the 
shower curtain and leave the light on in the bathroom to sustain 
your plants for several days. Try plant hoods; transparent plastic 
bags can help humidity-tolerant plants survive for several days. 
Cover the plants with a plastic bag (dry cleaning bag works well); 
do not let the bag touch the leaves, this will act as a greenhouse 
effect. Use wicks in your plants. Using a large-eye needle and 
work it through the soil and out the drainage hole. You can use 
nylon string or strips of panty hose for the wicks. Place the needle 
with wick inserted into the pan of water and off you go.  
 

Things To Do In July 
By Rosemary Morgeson 

Want to learn more: check out our web site at www.
ecmga.com or call the Ellis County Extension Office at 
972-825-5175 to speak with a Master Gardener or visit us 
at the Waxahachie Downtown Farmer’s Market every 
Saturdays from 8:00 to 1:00.  


