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Bayless-
Selby 

Victorian 
Garden 
Project 

 

 

The Bayless-Selby Victorian Garden has been a project of the Denton County Master Gardener 
Association since 2001, making it one the organizations most enduring projects. The restored 
house is located in Denton’s Historical Park, just a glimpse away from downtown Denton and 
across the street from the Denton County office of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension.  

The Bayless-Selby Victorian Garden, created and maintained by Denton County Master 
Gardener Association in conjunction with Denton County, is a period-authentic landscape 
garden that includes herbs, flowers and vegetables found around North Texas homes in the 
early 1900′s.   

 

In the beginning 
The original Bayless-Selby house was constructed in 1884 and updated to a Victorian-Queen 
Anne style in 1898. In February, 1998, the City of Denton announced an auction for the house. 
Mildred Hawk of Denton, a member of the Denton County Historical Commission, was the 
successful bidder. In April, 1998, Mrs. Hawk gave the house to the Historical Commission for 
restoration as a museum. In June, 1998, the house was moved to its present location in the 
newly-created Historical Park of Denton County. Restoration took just over three years and the 
house was opened as the Bayless-Selby House Museum September 29, 2001. 
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Getting started 
After working initially with a landscape 
architect for research and design 
recommendations, in 2001 the 
Historical Commission invited the 
Denton County Master Gardener 
Association to create an authentic 
Victorian landscape garden around the 
house.   

The Master Gardener project team 
researched plants that were common 
around Denton County homes in the 
early 1900′s and presented a phased-
development landscape design plan to 
the Historical Commission for 
approval.  The design included an 
antique rose garden and several beds 
with perennials, herbs and pass-along 
plants.   

The opportunity to create a beautiful and sustainable landscape for Bayless-Selby was not 
without challenges. Sitting on a site that was previously a parking lot, the gardeners had to deal 
with packed, clay soil devoid of organic material and plant nutrients. Accepting the challenge, 
planting began in the spring of 2002.   

Beginning with large landscape 
features, the project included 
antique roses, an herb and 
vegetable garden, a fig tree and 
perennial gardens with Texas native 
and adapted plants including 
summer phlox, salvia, lamb’s ear, 
iris, lilies, daisies and more. 

The passalong garden held 
artemesia, fall asters, butterfly 
weed, lavender, Mexican bush sage, 
Turk’s cap and lantana to name only 
a few. Herbs boxes included St. 
John’s wort, oregano, yarrow, 

comfrey, rosemary, chives and mints. Today, birds, bees and butterflies enjoy the constant 
availability of flowers sharing the gardens with visitors to the Denton Farmer’s Market and 
other special events including the DCMGA Vegetable, Flower, Herb and Fruit Show. 
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A time to celebrate 
Each year the Texas Master Gardener Association, in cooperation with The Texas A&M AgriLife 
Extension Service and The Texas A&M University System, recognizes and presents awards for 
exemplary achievement in county master gardener projects. The winning project is recognized 
for displaying best horticultural practices with an educational purpose. In 2002, Bayless-Selby 
won this coveted recognition. 

 

Bayless-Selby today and tomorrow 
DCMGA volunteers offer tours and lectures to visitors and school groups about the site’s history 
and landscape plants — sometimes appearing in period costumes. Volunteers spend time 
watering, cleaning beds and adding mulch. Plants are pruned as needed. With the support labor 
from county workers, the site’s grounds are maintained, but not pampered.  

The Bayless-Selby project has a bright future with many opportunities for DCMGA volunteers to 
add landscape beauty around the newly added buildings, such as the Welcome Center and 
African-American house. The Historical Foundation hopes to add five or six more buildings to 
complete the historical park and DCMGA can be an integral part of that creation.  


