
Hail and wind and rain, OH MY!  It seemed 

we were up against weather condi�ons 

this year like no other.  Everyone pulled 

together and did what needed to be done 

and we had the most diverse and 

impressive Garden Tour and Plant Sale.  

The day was glorious and no visitor on the 

tour could have imagined all the hard work 

the garden owners and volunteers did to 

get to that end.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our seven gardens were spread across the 

county this year.  This geographically 

challenged tour did not seem to ma%er as 

we had over 450 visitors in our gardens.  

Each garden had many volunteers willing 

and wai�ng to answer ques�ons and show 

them the interes�ng aspects of each 

garden.  The Diggin’ Deeper Demos were a 

big hit as well giving the public as much 

educa�on as they could absorb.   

Thanks go to all of our members who 

par�cipated in the planning, prepara�on 

and implementa�on of this event.  A 

special thank you goes out to the interns 

who worked �relessly.  We could not do 

this without them! 

A HUGE 

thank you 

goes to our 

members 

who opened 

their gardens 

for the tour and generously shared their 

vision, crea�vity and hard work:  Lee Ann 

Keener, owner & Carol Fitch, captain; 

Carolyn Tinner, owner & Clarice Luce & 

Mar� Wall, captains; Mary Karish, owner & 

Dee Payne, captain; Joe & Tina Bohn, 

owners & Leah Knack, Imogene & Don 

Wier, captains; Joanne Fellows, owner & 

Pam McClimon, captain; Kathi Randolph, 

owner & Jaye Morris, captain; Cindy 

Reece, owner & Susan Cosio, captain.   

Special Recogni�on goes to the following 

people who worked with enthusiasm and 

lead their teams to success. 

Diggin Deeper Demos – Phyliss Minton 

Ticket Sales – Andie Milton 

Publica�ons – Susan Cosio &  

Sue Hudiburgh 

Publicity – Pat Pape 

Plant Sale – Mary Morrow  

Garden Shoppe – Sandy Read 

Captains Lead – Zoe Broxson &  

Kay Tomberlin 

Susan Loos and Laurel Wallace 
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Fruit, Vegetable, 
Flower & Herb 
Show, June 18th 

 

 2011 Garden Tour & Plant Sale 
 

Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 



 

 2011 Garden Tour & Plant Sale 
 

Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 

All around an�cipa�on was abound as many Master Gardeners checked and rechecked for colored 

knives and white labels.  Sounds ‘kinda korny’, but these last minute details topped off one of the 

largest and amazing Plant Sales this spring.  The count was finally exhausted at over 3700 na�ve 

perennials, annuals, vegetables, herbs, roses, trees, hanging baskets and so much more that was 

donated, propagated or purchased for our customers.  Visitors loaded up carts and carried off plants, 

some going as far away as Maine.  All received individual a%en�on from the Master Gardeners, 

veterans and interns alike, answering ques�ons, helping with plant selec�on or carrying their 

purchases to holding or to the cashier’s tent.   Demonstra�ons of container gardening and vegetable 

gardening  were available for those so inclined.  One customer had pictures and a layout of gardens 

she was reinven�ng as a Mother’s Day giF from her family.  She received special assistance picking out 

plants, trying out different combina�ons and taking notes  for her new garden plan.  At the end of the 

day approximately 170 plants were donated to Fair Oaks and 

The DiG for their gardens. 

Many, many, many thanks go to all those who helped make 

this a very successful day.  Approximately 83 Master Gardeners 

par�cipated in poHng, propaga�ng, and purchasing plants on 

workdays preceding the Plant Sale, and aFer all was put away 

the smiles on their faces s�ll remained and said it all.    

Mary Morrow 

DIGGIN’ DEEPER DEMOS 

When May 7 was over, I thought the Garden Tour was behind 

us for another year and then yesterday Mary Morrow called 

asking me for a wrap up ar�cle about the DDDs. I am so glad 

because it gave me a chance to hear first hand from the de-

monstrators how enthusias�c they were about how well their 

efforts had been received by our guests. 

Diana McMillin and I presented "Perennials for the Shade  

Garden" at Lee Ann Keeners. We were pleased that virtually every guest stopped to visit, admire the 

plants we had, and take the brochures and plant lists we offered. We answered ques�ons and brought 

a few cards back that needed more research.  

Mar�n Richards, who presented "Drip Irriga�on" at the Bohn's garden had samples and a slide show 

to share with guests who ranged from raw beginner to professional. Many ques�ons were fielded by 

Mar�n and a great day was had by all. 

From The DiG, Sue Hudiburgh observed a great deal of interest in the" Rainwater Harves�ng” Demo. 

She felt that this was a terrific loca�on with both wet and dry installa�ons. Many requests came in for 

demos at churches, neighborhoods and other groups. Guests proudly shared that they already have 

rain barrels inspired by previous Master Gardener demos. 

Vivian Hicks and Judy Brough sent 150 happy guests home with their own 4 in. pot containing either a 

seedling transplant or a cuHng of fig or curly willow. These hands on "Propaga�on” demos took place 

in Carolyn Tinner's garden. Guests came and went and many lingered for more than one demo. Judy 

feels that this is a great subject for our tour day demos. When given by Master Gardeners with a pas-

sion for propaga�on we give our guests new skills they can implement in their own gardens. 

Intern, Larry Legg reports "having a ball” while demonstra�ng ”Water Conserva�on” at Kathi Ran-

dolph's garden. Kathi's garden provided the perfect ”before” and ”aFer” view of her conversion to 

Earthkind soil prepara�on, which she was introduced to in her 2010 Intern class. 

On a personal note, this was not an easy spring as I deal daily with the challenges of a spouse with 

Alzheimer's disease. Dedicated and resourceful DCMGA members held my hand and picked up the 

slack for me along the way. I hope I can repay your generosity one day. Thank you, angels!   

Phyllis Minton 
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                                    New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...    
            due to technical difficulty NKotB has been temp discontinued...due to technical difficulty NKotB has been temp discontinued...due to technical difficulty NKotB has been temp discontinued...due to technical difficulty NKotB has been temp discontinued...    

Evelyn ‘Jane’ Powell  

Denton County Master Gardener -  LIFETIME MEMBER 

Class of 1994 

AFer Jane re�red from teaching at TWU, she decided to become a 

Denton County Master Gardener. Probably only the “old �mers” in 

DCMGA will remember Jane Powell. Her interest in enriching the 

outdoor environment, experiences and educa�on of the residents 

of Cumberland Presbyterian Children’s Home in Denton resulted in 

Denton County Master Gardeners plan�ng a rose garden which 

became a demonstra�on trial garden for many years. Jane also 

introduced Master Gardeners along with Cumberland’s residents to 

“hay bale gardening.” I am pre%y sure everyone who knew Jane 

tried hay bale gardening at least once - I did. So great were Jane’s 

efforts and the results they reaped, she was awarded First Place for 

Outstanding Personal Achievement by the Texas Master Gardener 

Associa�on in 1997. When Jane started developing health 

problems, she moved to Arizona to be closer to her daughter. She 

con�nued to garden. She loved gardening, being outdoors, learning 

new things and helping others learn. She was serious about what 

she wanted to accomplish; however, she enjoyed volunteering with 

other gardeners and having a good �me. She had a lovely laugh and 

a wicked good sense of humor. Jane was someone I was very lucky 

to have known. AFer a life�me of learning, teaching, gardening and 

adventure, Jane passed away on April 29 at the age of 93. Her 

obituary appeared in the Denton Record Chronicle on May 5
th

 and 

can be found h%p://www.dentonrc.com/sharedcontent/dws/drc/

obituaries/stories/DRC_obits_0504.2e8d02f9b.html 



 

 

 

(send  ‘Critter in your Yard’ pictures to Mary at hawkilitle@aol.com) 

CONGRATULATIONS  
DCMGA,  

2010 ASSOCIATION  
OF THE YEAR  

Denton County Fruit, Vegetable, Herb 

and Flower Show will be returning to the Fire 

Fighters Memorial Park on Saturday, June 18. 

Registra�on for the show will be from 9 to 10 AM. 

Judging will follow with awards and ribbons being 

presented at noon or immediately following the 

judging. A Task Force of Al Kirchhoff, Joe Bendzick, 

Larry Legg, and Susan Cosio are working along side 

Jenny Estes, Diane Almand, and Janet Laminack to 

coordinate this year’s event. Thirteen interns and 

seven veteran DCMGA members have volunteered to 

help. You will be contacted soon with specific details 

about your role in making this the best show ever. 

Thank you for your support. If you would also like to 

help out, please contact Diane Almand, 

almandd@verizon.net,. We can use help from 7:30 am 

un�l the end of the show.  

And of course, everyone is invited to enter your “soon 

to be awarding winning” flowers, herbs, or vegetables. 

Happy Gardening!  Diane Almand 
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The Vegetable 

Gardener's Container Bible: How to Grow a Bounty 

of Food in Pots, Tubs, and Other Containers by 

Edward C. Smith 

Published by Storey Books 

March 2011, ISBN 9781603429757  

 

 

Edward C. Smith, the author of the popular The 

Vegetable Gardener’s Bible brings many sugges�ons 

for growing fresh vegetables and herbs in a limited 

space.  Immediately he makes a great point right on 

the front cover about less digging, less weeding, and 

less watering.  With those three points, he had my 

a%en�on.  This is a great way for the novice gardener 

to get started or the person that is �me limited and 

doesn’t want a large harvest.  He includes some 

great sugges�on on crea�ng self watering pots from 

5 gallon buckets and storage containers.  Self-

watering, how easy can it be?  There is an en�re 

chapter on how to design the vegetable and herb 

layout in the pot for an a%rac�ve container.  He also 

has sugges�ons of the best vegetables to be mixed 

and matched to have the best harvest results.  The 

book also has some informa�on on compos�ng, pest 

management, and his choices of best vegetables.  

AFer reading this book, I’m trying most of my annual 

herbs in containers this year. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS 
BRENT BLOECHLE 
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Black and Decker  

The Complete Guide to Greenhouses and Garden 

Projects: Greenhouses, Cold Frames, Compost Bins, 

Garden Carts, Planter Beds, Po,ng Benches and 

More by CPI Editors, Philip Schmidt  

Published by Crea�ve Publishing Interna�onal 

March 2011, ISBN - 9781589235991 

 

This is one of the be%er books I have come across 

covering greenhouse and garden projects.  The 

dimensional drawings are clear and well illustrated.  

There is clear iden�fica�on of the parts for planning 

assembly and for referring back to the cuHng list.  

There are complete lists of the parts and the tools 

you will need to successfully complete your project.  

The accompanying photos for each project show 

some of the steps and the expected end result.  Most 

of the projects can be completed by someone with 

basic cuHng and assembly skills, which means it is a 

book most of the popula�on will find useful.  There is 

a wide array of projects to pick from.  The 

greenhouse designs in the book cover a wide skill 

range, so there should be something for everyone.  

The other projects shown in the book are all prac�cal 

ranging from benches to planter boxes to a hypertufa 

pedestal birdbath.  This book has lots of great, easy 

to complete ideas to enhance your garden space.   



If you’re looking for easy yet beau�ful plants for your shade garden, you’ll love having Hostas. 

Na�ve to Northeast Asia, they have also been found in Japan and other Pacific island areas. 

There are now 45 recognized species of Hostas and over 3000 named and registered varie�es. 

Fortunately for us, Hostas are hardy perennials and are easy to maintain and grow. Normally 

developing in clumps, Hostas range in size from 4 inches wide to 4-5 feet wide. Base Colors 

are most oFen green, some with variegated leaves that feature white and yellow striping, 

some with blue-green leaves with creamy centers and a huge Hosta named “Sum and 

Substance” that has dark chartreuse leaves.  Flowers develop on tall stems and are white, 

lavender or violet. If transplan�ng or dividing large plants is needed it is recommended that 

this be completed in August or early fall. Be sure to do any transplan�ng before a freeze and 

aFer flowers have died. 

When you’re ready to plant, find a loca�on that gets shade or par�al shade. Choose a healthy 

looking plant with signs of new growth in the leaf and flower bud. Hostas like well-drained soil 

and will benefit from a light applica�on of fer�lizer when planted. Place the plants no deeper 

than the container they were growing in and set plants 6 inches to 2 feet apart, depending on 

the variety. Mulch and water well. Con�nue regular watering un�l plant is established.  

Hostas are notoriously a favorite food of deer, slugs and snails and they can cause significant 

damage. Poison baits and iron phosphate can be used to deter these problems, as well as thin 

copper tubing wrapped around the base of the plant. Interes�ngly enough, Hostas are edible 

by humans and are commonly consumed in Japan. Depending on the species, in some cases 

the shoots are eaten, in other cases the en�re leaf. 

I am definitely an advocate of Hostas! They are generally hardy, pest resistant, long-lived 

plants requiring li%le care other than water and some fer�lizer to enhance their growth.  They 

will reward you year aFer year with lush foliage and flowers that will brighten any shade 

garden.    

References and External links: 

The American Hosta Society-www.hosta.org, Hosta Library-www.hostalibrary.org, Hostas-

cubits.org/Hostas. 

“Sunset Western Garden Book, 1995, “Hostas. The New Plant Library, Mikolajski, A. 

Sum and Substance Hosta 

 (36 inches wide)   

 White Margin Variegated Hosta 

 (22 inches wide)  

Annell Burns 
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DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEETING 
April 6, 2011 10:00 

County Extension Office 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting chairman Jenny Estes called the 
Board of Directors meeting to order at 10:06 A.M.  In attendance were 
Diane Almand, Zoe Broxson, Susan Cosio, Jenny Estes, Wally Gehrke, 
Monique Goodhart, Jan Hodson, Sue Hudiburgh, Janet Laminack, Diana 
McMillin, Kere Post,Laurel Wallace, Brenda Wellenreiter, Linda Wil-
liams and Donna Wolfe. 
II. MINUTES:   Minutes for the March board meeting had previ-
ously been forwarded to the board via email by the Secretary.  Printed 
copies were available at the meeting.  The minutes were accepted as pre-
sented. 
III. TREASURER’S REPORT: Copies of the financial report were 

provided at the meeting.  Wally Gehrke reviewed the report.  
Receipts for the  sale of items from the resource room totaled 
$289. 

 Zoe asked for a report of expenses incurred for the Intern class.  
There are some items that Wally will be reallocating to correctly 
reflect these expenses. 

 Brenda has completed the quarterly audit of our budget.     
 The Treasurers report was accepted as presented and will be filed 

for audit.  
 V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 A.  Project Administration – Diane Almand 

We have been asked to participate in various projects in Denton 
Co.  A discussion followed and was agreed that when possible 
we should participate as long as there is no maintenance or cost 
to our organization.  Linda moved and Zoe seconded that we 
form a committee to assist with these request.  Motion passed. 
Diane reported a kickoff meeting is scheduled for April 18th for 
the Project Committee   
A project manager is still needed for the Veggie Show on June 
18th.  Jenny and Diane have reviewed the material that was pre-
pared at the conclusion of last year’s show.  A planning meeting 
has been scheduled for April 14th. 

 B.  Communications – Susan Cosio 
Susan reported that there have been articles regarding the Garden 
Tour/Plant Sale in several local newspapers.  Additionally she is 
placing an ad with News To Go and working on an ad for the 
Denton Record Chronicle. 
C.  Education Committee – Monique Goodhart 
Monique reported the following:  SWAT Specialist training is 
scheduled for September 15-17.  Evers Park elementary is a new 
school joining SWAT.  The Speakers Bureau has six new speak-
ers. The Spring Library Series has been very successful.  The 
first two sessions have had great attendance.  This week’s ses-
sion is anticipating an attendance of 70. 
Monique has received requests from veteran MG’s to be able to 
attend some of the intern classes.  Unfortunately the facility is 
too small to accommodate these additional people.  It was sug-
gested that we schedule guest speakers for additional sessions 
with our membership for AT hours.  
Wally reported that we have been asked to participate at the 
Lewisville outdoor farmers market.  Monica Chaffin will coordi-
nate these events. 
Linda reported the Upper Trinity facility will be available for 
Riding the Rails.  The facility is at no cost to us.  The issue is the 

expense of bussing the children to Upper Trinity.  Linda will 
research the possibility of Upper Trinity paying for this expense. 
Diana McMillin reported that the Lewisville Rotary Club is 
sponsoring an Earth Day.  They would like us to participate.  It 
was suggested that Diane contact Monica Chaffin or Marlene 
Hoffman for materials related to “Ask the Master Gardeners” 
that could be used at this event.  Jan Hobson will check with 
Monica and Marlene to set up having these materials available in 
the resource room for future events. 
D.  Programs – Jenny Estes 
The April road trip has 93 paid members attending which com-
pletely funds the trip.  Members are reminded to meet at the 
Golden Triangle Mall no later than 9:00, to bring a sack lunch 
and a box to bring home any items that they purchase. 
E.  County Coordinator - Janet Laminack 
We are receiving a lot of requests from organization to help with 
community gardens and it is expected that we will continue to 
get these requests.  Janet will make a project request and recruit 
our members who are already involved in various community 
gardens to this committee.  AT hours will be available. 
SWAT for June is full with a wait list.  Aubrey and Denton will 
attend this year.  We will need to find a larger facility for the 
event. 
Cost Recovery will be a topic at the upcoming TMGA confer-
ence. 
F.  Volunteer Coordinator – Donna Wolfe 
Nothing to report. 
G.  Hospitality – Diana McMillin. 
Nothing to report. 

VI. ANNOUNCEMENTS – GROUP DISCUSSION 
 A.  2011 Interns– Zoe Broxson 

The result of the mid-term survey given to the interns was very 
positive.  The 2011 class is doing well. 
B.  Grant Committee – Zoe Broxson 
There have been no new requests for grants.  The committee is 
looking at the possibility of using grant money from IBM for 
equipment for the Speakers Bureau.   
C.  Spring 2011 Garden Tour/Plant Sale – Laurel Wallace 
Currently there are 1300 tickets out in circulation.  It is difficult 
to estimate the number of tickets that have been sold because the 
deadline for turning in money or unused tickets is not until the 
week before the event.  The committee is meeting every two 
weeks and the meetings have been well attended.  We need a lot 
of people the day of the event; we will be recruiting helpers at an 

intern brown bag and also have sign-ups available at the road 
trip. 
The post tour of the gardens has been scheduled for May 9th. 
D.  Graduation Location  - Jenny Estes 
Jenny will put a committee together to research different loca-
tions and/or venues for the graduation dinner for next January. 
E.  Clothes Drive – Linda Williams 
Linda proposed that we have an offering to the membership this 
fall for ordering MG clothing.  The membership would prepay 
for any orders.  Linda will research and report her findings. 
F.  Scholarship – Brenda 
The committee has received one application.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 A.M. 
Next meeting:  Wednesday May 4, 2011 at 10:00 A.M.  
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DCMGA MEETINGS 

  
Wednesday, August 10, 9am 

 

‘The New Hibiscus’ 

 Randy Weston,   

Weston Gardens 

   
Wednesday, July 13, 

***6pm*** 

 
‘Behind the Scenes’  

      Nancy Nance, 
   Dallas Arboretum  

   
Wednesday, June 8, 9 AM 

‘Trails in Denton’  
GPS Directed by  
Ron Fellows  
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AFer the requests began coming in regularly, it was decided that a DCMGA Landscape Design Team should 

be formed. Prior to the forma�on of the team, design requests came in through Janet who then asked for 

MG volunteers to handle the projects. The juvenile facility, a Denton hospital, and county facili�es were 

among those reques�ng help with design plans and plant selec�ons. Since Denton County does not have a 

landscape team in place, it was decided there was a need for a permanent landscape design team to assist 

with new and old landscapes.  

The first landscape design for the team to work on was the Denton 

County Courthouse-on-the-Square. At the first team mee�ng, a group 

of five began turning out a plan. An ini�al walk through was done and 

it was determined county input was necessary in order to move for-

ward on a design plan. In mee�ng at the courthouse with county staff, 

ques�ons on u�lity lines and plant placement were addressed.  

Some factors that were considered in the plan were u�lity easements 

in the beds around the building, the use of drought tolerant na�ve/

adap�ve plants, high focal impact using color, texture, and size at main 

entrance, plants that would soFen the hard building lines and inte-

grate the building into the landscape. Disease and pest resistant plant 

varie�es were given priority as well.  

These same factors can be used as 

guidelines when working in a 

home landscape. Determining how 

the area is to be used. Then, list 

and priori�ze the factors to act as 

a guide in deciding plant type and 

loca�on. Some examples are:  does the area need more shade, is it a 

siHng area, is it a focal point that needs to be framed and enhanced, is it 

a low or high water area, do you want to cover something...  

In rethinking an exis�ng landscape, a study of the whole area as well as 

small areas helps give the whole space focal points and con�nuity. Walk 

around your landscape with a camera viewing areas through the zoom in 

or close up lens and then zoom out for a wider picture. Take the pic-

tures, enlarge them, and view them over �me making notes of what is 

pleasing and what can be improved. This method allows you to step back 

and study your garden with a different eye which can provide inspira�on 

and a well thought out plan. 

If you are interested in joining the DCMGA Landscape Design Team, 

please contact Jill Peak or Monique Goodhart. 



 

Growing up in the mountains of Lebanon, a �ny country in 

the Eastern Mediterranean, people grew two types of crops,  one to 

feed themselves and their families and the other to feed their animal farms. 

The leFovers made their final appearance in holes dug up in the fields.  I once asked my grandmother, “Why do we bury 

spent plants in holes?”  My grandmother replied, “The holes are wrapped giFs to Mother Earth thanking her for the abun-

dance she has provided.  Mother Earth being so generous returns them back to us in rich soil, so we may plant again and 

the cycle of life con�nues.” 

In my village, if grass ever dared to come up the villagers would simply send the goats to feast on.  No one owned a lawn 

mower.  If anyone ever came across one, they would have thought it was a vacuum cleaner.  The idea of inten�onally 

growing grass, spending a bundle fer�lizing it, fumiga�ng any weeds, using a lawn mower to cut it, and then bagging it to 

be shipped to a graveyard would have been considered pure insanity.   

In July 2005, my family and I se%led in Coppell, Texas.  We bought a two story house that came with a small front yard.  

The yard was planted with grass and a bunch of “meatball bushes and mustache hedges.”  Since I did not own any goats, I 

decided to smother the grass.  I gradually covered it with cardboard and filled the area with my homemade compost.  I 

also used stones that previous builders leF behind as edging.  My front yard was at a slope and wanted to ensure every 

drop of water did not run down the street.  My organic vegetable plan�ng was off to a good start.  My tomatoes were 

loaded with fruits, my eggplants were vying for my a%en�on, and the watermelons were screaming to let out their inner 

beauty.  Life was perfect.  

I was proudly following in the footsteps of my adopted city; managing water wisely, reducing my contribu�on to the land-

fill to half a bag each week, and compos�ng my neighbors’ grass clippings and leaves.  Three years passed since every 

blade of grass that once covered my front yard was delivered back to Mother Earth. 

On April 15, 2009, I received a le%er from the management company that ran our Home Owners Associa�on (HOA).  The 

le%er stated I “was in non compliance for changing the landscape without seeking prior approval from the Architectural 

Commi%ee (AC).”  I was given 10 days to submit a Submission Form to the said commi%ee.  I duly completed the submis-

sion form, provided a graphic design of my yard along with an apology le%er for my inadvertent mistake of not seeking 

their permission to plant crops that were of use.  I also highlighted that I incorporated smart scape plants following the 

city’s drive to encourage residents to u�lize na�ve plants, similar to the newly designed median along Sandy Lake Road, a 

main street in Coppell, Texas outside the HOA deed res�rc�on. 

The AC denied my request.  The management company representa�ve stated the following: “the plan�ng design pro-

posed for this residence does not in my opinion incorporate consistent community image.”  It further stated “similar 

plan�ngs should be grouped and shaped to their unique feature as demonstrated in the street medians along Sandy Lake 

Road.” Finally, “seasonal vegetable garden areas should be also be located in the rear yard out of public view.” 

I realized this was not going to be a walk in the park.  I shared my frustra�on with my friends, who were all very sympa-

the�c but acted like it was over, and my only choice was to take out my vegetable garden in favor of grass.  I called the 

city’s planning department representa�ve believing they can be of help in dealing with the HOA.  He was also sympa-

the�c, but told me that while your ac�ons are in the right direc�on, the city could not do anything because of “deed re-

stric�ons.”  To make ma%ers worse, he told me my HOA is the strictest among the ones registered with the city, and ad-

vised me to work with them.  He added for a good measure, “you can never win, they have resources you do not have.” 

I was stricken with sadness and disappointment.  I went out to my yard, trying to envision and accept the re-

turn of the dreaded grass.  As I watched a hummingbird hovering over the Turks’ Cap flower bush, I thought of 

my grandmother.  Everyone had basically told me to give up.  I was simply a few years ahead of my �me and 

cannot fight such a mighty force.  My grandmother would have acted differently.  Growing up during the O%o-

man iron fisted rule, when Arabic language was prohibited in public schools, she defiantly taught her students 

the Arabic language.  She risked retribu�on, but was determined to pass the language iden�ty to future gener-

a�ons.  When I asked her, “how could one person perpetuate change?”  Her reply was an old African proverb, 

“if you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito.”  I knew what I had to do. 

Mary Karish 

page 12 



How the HOA was Won: The Story of my Grass Free Yard (con7nued from page  14) 

I sent an amended design plan using the features planted on the median of Sandy Lake.  I also dived 

into the Covenants, Condi�ons and Restric�ons (CC&Rs) handbook of the subdivision I lived in.  I want-

ed to have the same informa�on and knowledge as my adversary.  In the mean�me, Mother Nature in 

her infinite wisdom conspired to turn the winds in my direc�on.  My front yard was featured on the 

front page of the local newspaper, was awarded the smart scape designa�on and was selected to be on 

the city of Coppell Smart Scape Garden tour.  The HOA was silent.  The management company was si-

lent.  Time passed and all was good. 

In January 2010 the giant awoke, six months aFer I had sent my amended design plan.  The le%er stat-

ed that I failed to send an appeal aFer my second request was denied, to “remove the altera�on within 

30 days of the date of the said no�ce, or the HOA Board may resort to one of the following ac�ons:  

assess a fine $200 or more, hire an a%orney to obtain my compliance, cure the viola�on and assess all 

costs of correc�on against me and the property.”  The le%er spelt doom and gloom but I was not afraid 

anymore.  I had done my homework. 

My husband and I contacted a landscape designer who specialized in na�ve plants and consulted with a 

lawyer on my rights as a resident of the infamous HOA subdivision.  We also requested a mee�ng with 

the HOA board.  The management company representa�ve denied my request claiming that since I was 

present at the HOA board mee�ng when they reviewed my amended plan design in August 2009, I did 

not have any right to pursue it further.  I believed that since I paid my HOA dues, I am en�tled to ad-

dress them.  I also wondered why the management company representa�ve was playing the gate 

keeper with the HOA Board that I helped elect. 

I contacted the HOA Board President, relayed to him the facts of my case and made another request to 

meet with the Board.  The management company representa�ve called me and claimed it was a misun-

derstanding.  She wanted to help me and that is why she took it to the Board hoping for a “variance 

request.”  She s�ll maintained that I was in a%endance.  I asked her to review the minutes of the 

mee�ng and let me know what I said at the �me.  I never heard from her. 

My husband and the na�ve landscape designer went with me to the HOA Board mee�ng armed with 

factual knowledge, and for a good measure brought along a big pla%er of edible and non edible plants.   

On a cue my husband and I read off the relevant parts of the CC&Rs.  The AC should have relayed their 

second denial in wri�ng within 60 days aFer date of submission.  The management company claimed 

they sent me the denial le%er in August 2009.  I never received it, and no further follow up took place 

either in person or registered mail.  It wasn’t un�l six months later I get to know my second proposal 

was denied.  The CC&Rs also stated that when a member is in viola�on, he is given “a �mely opportuni-

ty to be heard.”  The no�ce shall be given in person or sent by registered mail.”  The Board met without 

no�fying me.   

The CC&Rs design guidelines stated that if a front yard is at a slope, sandbags or bales of hay can be 

used to prevent run off.  I leF unanswered the ques�on of how high they wanted the sandbags in lieu 

of the decora�ve stones I had placed.  It also stated that grass sod must be placed at a minimum, leav-

ing the percentage of sod unspecified. 

I further reiterated that all plant plans must be submi%ed to the AC.  I put forth numerous pictures of 

yards planted with annuals and some with no grass at all, and asked for proof that the owners submit 

their seasonal plant list every few months.  We finally closed in with a query.  The management compa-

ny representa�ve had men�oned in her le%er of August 2009 to “group similar plants….as demonstrat-

ed in the street medians along Sandy Lake. This statement contradicted its demand for grass because 

the median in Sandy Lake was grass free.  It was planted with na�ve plants and trees. 

I offered the pla%er of plants and asked them to select the edible plants.  They could not iden�fy them.  

Their final line of defense, a grass free yard lowered the property value because it did not provide a 

gradual transi�on or uniformity.  We presented them with the asking price and selling price of two 

houses sold on my street at the worst �me of the economic recession.  The difference was an average 

of $4,500 and �me it took to sell was three months. 
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How the HOA was Won: The Story of my Grass Free Yard (con7nued from page 14 ) 

My landscape designer further explained that the Texas Senate passed HB 645 in May 2003 restric�ng 

HOA’s from regula�ng home owners’ yards and landscape maintenance that resulted in water conser-

va�on.  I knew I had them, but losing face was not an op�on.  Finally, aFer much discussion, the presi-

dent finally said, “We may agree to a design plan that incorporated ground cover plants in the ease-

ment and the area close to the side walk.  Let us meet again when you have the plan ready.“ 

A month passed and again I sent an e-mail to the HOA president asking for a mee�ng date.  I never 

heard from him.  A few months go by and once again the management company representa�ve sent 

me another “love le%er” threatening sanc�ons!  My lawyer at the �me had told me based on the ac-

�ons the HOA and the management company had taken; I could “hang my hat” on winning the dispute. 

However, she advised to bring closure.  She further advised to present a general design, no men�on of 

plant varie�es.  She believed the HOA board knew nothing about gardening, and the less informa�on 

presented, the more likely they were to be content.  I decided to use my grandmother’s strategy, “put 

fire over their heads.” 

I sent an e-mail invita�on to the president, the members of the board and the management company 

representa�ve to meet at my house over a Lebanese meal made from the vegetables that came from 

my yard.  It took them three weeks to respond.  My guess is that my act of kindness confused them, 

and they could not figure out what to do with me.  The mee�ng finally took place at a local café.  The 

president apologized for turning down my invita�on, and said, “we have never had anyone invi�ng us 

to their home.  The HOA board members who were in a%endance voted 2 to 1 to approve the revised 

design with no plant names, provided no tomato cages in the front yard and ground cover of verbena 

in the easement.  The saga was over in less than 10 minutes, but took 18 months to resolve.  The HOA 

board president rushed through the vote and refused to wait for the remaining two members, sta�ng 

the mee�ng started promptly at 7:00 pm.  The second member sent me a congratulatory e-mail.  I had 

won the hearts of two HOA board members. 

My husband and I were ecsta�c, my friends were over the moon and the city representa�ve was in 

awe.  I actually won the strictest HOA over.  This year, I project to harvest 200 pounds of potatoes 

planted in my front yard, le%uces enough to drown in and strawberries that would make your mouth 

water a mile away.  As of wri�ng of this ar�cle, my yard has received more than 300 visitors through 

various garden tours, and more are planned.  Strangers frequently want to find out how I managed to 

circumspect the HOA.  I tell them review your CC&Rs, be sure you know your rights, maintain commu-

nica�on and most importantly be polite and respec\ul.  The HOA are just people, who are not yet 

aware of the enormous expenditure and water wastage that goes in keeping grass on life support in 

100 degree temperatures.  My next plan of ac�on is to run for the HOA board.  I believe change starts 

at the top and from within.   

I con�nue to honor my grandmother who taught me to stand my ground, and respect Mother Earth.  It 

is es�mated that more than 85 million households use about 30 million acres of grass, roughly equa�ng 

to the size of the state of Virginia.  ”According to the Environmental Protec�on Agency, discards to 

landfill as of 2009 was 131.9 millions of tons.  I take pride knowing I own one less lawn mower among 

the 40 million used in the United States, consuming 200 million gallons of gasoline a year.  I know I rep-

resent one household, but “if you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mos-

quito.” 

 John Skow, Can Lawns Be Jus�fied, TIME, June 9, 1991 

 Michael Pollan, The Garden's Prospects In America, ORION, Winter 1993, at 27, 29 

 

Mary Karish’s gardens were recently one of the gardens highlighted at the 2011 DCMGA Garden Tour, 

see pictures of her gardens on page 4) 
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We will be working with Lewisville this year and plan to have a booth at each of their monthly 

events for the 2011 Living Green Outdoor Lewisville Farmers Market  

The following dates, �mes and subjects have been decided upon for us to par�cipate:  

June 11 - Turf (Wally will be there) we will need one or two addi�onal folks , 

July 9 - Container Gardening (1-2 volunteers needed), 

Aug 13 - Rainbarrels (1-2 volunteers needed), 

Sept 10 - Fall Gardening and Mulch  

(1-2 volunteers needed). 

The event runs from 8-12 and is located in Old Town Lewisville at the Farmers Market.  Wally, 

Sue and I par�cipated last year and it's really a great li%le event.   Please contact Monica 

Chaffin if you are interested in par�cipa�ng.  

Sour-Cream Slaw 
From the Kitchen of Shirlee Singer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Early in the day, if desired: 

1. Remove several shapely leaves from cabbage head and refrigerate; from rest prepare 8 cups finely 

shredded cabbage. 

2. In large bowl, combine finely shredded cabbage, 2 tablespoons minced onion, diced celery, slivered 

green pepper, coarsely grated carrots, and diced radishes; refrigerate. 

3. In small bowl, combine commercial sour cream, 2 teaspoons minced onion, sugar, salt and vinegar; 

cover; refrigerate. 

Just before serving: 
1. Pour sour-cream dressing over cabbage mixture; toss lightly un�l cabbage is well coated with dress-

ing. 

2. Line a large salad bowl with cabbage leaves and you can rotate with nastur�um leaves.  Heap cab-

bage mixture in center; then garnish the top with pineapple spears and with stuffed and ripe olives.  

Add nastur�um blooms for a colorful palate.  Makes 8 to 10 servings. 

Reference: The New Good Housekeeping Cookbook, edited by Dorothy B. Marsh.  Harcourt, Brace & World, 
Inc. New York. C. 1963. 

∗ 1 large head crisp 
green cabbage 

∗ Minced onion  
∗ 2/3 cup diced  
     celery   
∗ 2/3 cup slivered green 

pepper 
∗ 2/3 cup coarsely grated 

carrots 
∗ ½ cup sliced  
      radishes   

∗ 1 cup commercial sour 
cream 

∗ ½ teaspoon sugar 
∗ 3 teaspoons salt 
∗ 2 tablespoons tarragon 

vinegar 
∗ Fresh or canned pine-

apple spears 
∗ Large stuffed olives 
∗ Large ripe olives 

 



  
 
 
It was on a beautiful, slightly 
cool spring morning that over 
75 TWU students showed up 
ready to work.  The students 
had class credit incentive to be 
awake and eager 
to cleanup their beloved Little 
Chapel in the Woods 
garden.  Seven Master 
Gardeners were present to help 
guide and mentor the 
students.  Most of the students 
were at a loss when it comes to 
using a shovel, identifying 
plants/weeds, or most types of 
landscape work.  Denton County 
Master Gardeners provide a 
valuable service to those 
current and future land stewards.  The garden is full of natives which enables these 
folks to learn about what works with the least bit of care in our area.   
  
About 76 bags of trash, weeds, and brush from the area were collected.  Many new 
natives such as flame acanthus, salvia gregii, and gaura were added.  The beds were 
cleaned up, heavily mulched, and then watered.  All in all, it was a very productive 
day accompanied by lots of knowledge, laughter, and memories.  Join us for the next 
workday in the fall! 
  
This is a beautiful area, not just 
the Little Chapel in the Woods 
garden, that is worth a 
visit.  Technically, it is not in the 
woods but rather right in the 
middle of campus with easy 
access to streets and 
parking.  Just be sure to obtain a 
parking decal if necessary
(parking attendant booth at the 
union lot).  Bring your camera as 
you are sure to come across 
some spectacular views and 
shots that should be savored. 
Jill Peak 
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You have been working at breakneck speed to share with our Denton County Community: 

April brought us 

· The Redbud Fes�val with the Master Gardener Booth and the Garden Shoppe ac�vely spreading 

the word about our Garden Tour/Plant Sale. With Sandy Read and Monica Chaffin and their 

support team of DCMGA volunteers making great connec�ons for good gardening prac�ces and 

selling lots of goodies!  

· Two bus loads of DCMGA members a%ended the Road Trip to Weston Gardens and Tarrant 

County Demo Garden.  All had a good �me of fellowship, making plant purchases and receiving 

2.5 hours of Advanced Training.  

· An extraordinary TMGA Conven�on in Glenrose/Granbury with 24 DCMGA members a%ending. 

We received three awards for our organiza�on; 2nd Place Educa�on for our Garden Tour /Plant 

Sale 2010, 2nd Place Publica�on  for our Quick Reference Guide for Trees and 1st Place Best MGA 

for Middle/Large Coun�es.  CONGRATULATIONS DCMGA members!!!  Please thank Zoe Broxson 

and Linda Williams for their work on the necessary forms for nomina�ng us for these awards. 

  The conclusion of the outstanding Flower Mound Library Series with large crowds at each of the 

  presenta�ons.  Hats off to Lynda Harvey for organizing this very effec�ve teaching outreach to       

  the community.  Congratula�ons for a job well done for the MG's that presented. 

May came in 

· With our extraordinary 2011 Garden Tour/Plant Sale! Our gardens had over 450 people in 

a%endance and the Plants Sale and Garden Shoppe had outstanding par�cipa�on.  We just 

received word that Calloways sent us over $800 in �cket sales.  Just a record breaking effort of 

teamwork!  Thank you goes to our leadership team Susan Loos, Laurel Wallace and Mary Morrow 

as well as all of our garden owners and captains as they brought us to a record breaking Garden 

Tour/Plant Sale for 2011. It took all of us to support the gardens on work days and tour 

days….THANK YOU!!!!  This project is our major-fundraiser for the year and is so important to 

making all of our other projects feasible financially, in addi�on to suppor�ng our scholarship. 

· Outstanding monthly program with Michael Bosco and  Celebra�on for our Garden Tour/Plant 

Sale Event 

· Offering Riding the Rails to 485 children.  Once again our new interns and members volunteered 

to give these students and teachers a great experience of reading, wri�ng and science through a 

garden experience. 

June brings us  

· SWAt training with 60 teachers signed up to a%end our Level 1 training, 

·  the Veggie Show and Level 2 SWAt training.  

We just never stop, do we?   

These are just the highlights of April, May and June.  Yet, they once again leave me marveling at the 

outstanding accomplishments of our membership when we pull together and share the MG message to 

our Denton Community!  Way to go team!  Just Jenny 

DCMGA Goal for 2011 

Working Together to:  

• blend talents of our members, view differences as strengths, encourage each other, cover our 

weaknesses with others strengths and communicate to build strong friendships as we further the 

common goals of DCMGA.    



 

Awards Recap… 

 

One of the most rewarding aspects of my job is working with you, the mul�-talented and highly 

mo�vated Master Gardeners. You all do a lot of terrific things in the community and I love it when you 

get recognized state-wide for these accomplishments. This year, Denton County brought home three 

awards from the Texas Master Gardener Associa�on conference. In the publica�on category, the Quick 

Reference Guide to Trees in Denton County received a 2
nd

 place award. In the educa�on category, the 

Garden Tour and Plant Sale received a 2
nd

 place award. And, Denton County Master Gardener Associa�on 

was honored with a 1
st

 place award for medium-large associa�on of the year!   These awards are judged 

by Master Gardener coordinators and Master Gardeners across the country. You should all be very proud 

of your contribu�ons to this organiza�on and the impact you are making!  

 

A New Trend… 

 

Two years ago, it seemed that everybody was trying to grow tomatoes and start a vegetable garden in 

their yard. This is a wonderful trend for many reasons. Any�me people take no�ce of growing their own 

food, they appreciate agriculture be%er and begin to understand the environment and Mother Nature 

be%er. And, it gives us more opportunity to educate people about gardening and water use and 

landscapes and food produc�on, etc, etc, etc. So that was last year and we responded with the “Veg 

Heads.” This group wrote informa�on about vegetable gardening in Denton County for beginners and 

compiled a lot of other great resources together for our web page. If you haven’t no�ced it before, check 

it out.  

 

This year, people are s�ll growing veggies, but now everybody wants to do it together by crea�ng 

community gardens. There are several community gardens throughout the county and many Master 

Gardeners are already informally involved in them. I would like to form a task force for community 

gardens. I envision that group would serve as a clearinghouse for informa�on on community gardens in 

general and specifically in Denton County. I would also like to make ourselves a be%er partner and 

resource with those exis�ng community gardens throughout the county by allowing Master Gardeners to 

volunteer in those gardens and assist with educa�on and outreach through them.  Join me for a kick-off 

mee�ng on Friday, June 24 at 10 am at the Extension office.  

 

Thanks for all you do!  

-Janet 
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When I was a child, my Father did not teach me how 

to garden.  However, I believe his stories of growing 

up on a small farm in southern Missouri influenced 

my becoming a Master Gardener years later.  My Dad 

told stories about soil prepara�on, hoeing rows to 

remove weeds in the hot sun and canning food to 

survive the winter.  

 

I remember one story he told me several �mes about a conversa�on with his Father. 

According to the story, he asked his Father why he put four kernels of seed corn in each 

plan�ng hole.  His Father replied, “Because three is not enough and five is too many.” Lesson 

learned.  My Father’s stories taught me to respect nature and appreciate its giFs as well as 

accept its uncertain�es.  I think my Dad would be pleased that I grow my own vegetables.  

 

I think Fathers today are more likely to garden than they were when I grew 

up. Back in the 1950’s women grew flowers in their gardens and I did not 

even know anyone who grew vegetables or herbs.  Today, small vegetable 

gardens are sprou�ng up in yards across suburbia.  Gardening provides 

exercise, the opportunity to be outdoors and the rewards of fresh healthy 

food as well as crea�ng a%rac�ve landscapes.  Gardening is a passion and 

an endless opportunity to learn.  

 

Your children acquire values and interests from what they see you do. 

Gardening with your children is a great way to demonstrate values as well as gently educate 

them about the natural world.  How young is too young to take your children out to the 

garden with you? Neil Sperry, our locally famous hor�culturist, writes on his blog about 

introducing his two-year-old grandson to plan�ng in the garden.  He reports that being given 

permission to “play” in the dirt was deligh\ul for the toddler.  

 

As children get a bit older, Dads can give them their own li%le plot and help them clear, make 

ready and plant in it.  Taking a trip together to the nursery to select plants is a chance for 

more conversa�on and precious �me together.  Kindergarteners love watching the seeds 

they plant emerge from the soil. Moreover, it may be easier to get a young child to sample an 

unknown vegetable, if he has seen it grow and picked it.  

 

I know that as children approach adolescence, many interests 

consume their �me and gardening with father may take a 

backseat to sports, school and social ac�vi�es.  However, the 

pleasure in gardening and the lessons learned will be 

remembered.  Who knows, the �me you spent with your child in 

the garden may influence the career choice of a future botanist, 

entomologist or even a county extension agent.  

By Barbara Brown 

Happy Father’s Day to all Dad’s, past, present and future. 
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My Daddy and Granny Mac picking co%on with my 

older brothers and sisters in 1951 in Zebulon, GA.  

My 

sons 

helping 

my Dad 

with a 

li%le 

“garden 

ing” 

My Dad, sister and I  

Photos from the albums of Mary Morrow 



I found a very nice man in Oak Point that is selling food-grade rain or storage barrels. 

They are only fiFeen dollars and are very nice with very thick and study walls. They're blue 

but I'm sure they can be painted to fit into your garden design. He has two different barrels. I 

got one with a lid that only a college bound raccoon on steroids would be able to take off. 

The other barrel has two capped holes in the top.  Here is his contact informa�on. He deliv-

ered our barrels for free since we live in such close proximity. Paul Fleishman 972-839-9497. 

WOW! What a great year we had again at the Denton Redbud Fes�val on April 11th. The 

event is sponsored by Keep Denton Beau�ful and an es�mated 5000 people a%ended the 

event this year!! The DCMGA was represented again this year by the Ask A Master Gardener 

Booth and the Garden Shoppe, and as you can see by the photo...we were a huge hit!!  

The Ask A Master Gardener folks spoke directly with 114 folks and answered ques�ons about 

Turf (Wally you would have loved it!), Shrubs, Lawns and Trees and our Garden Tour and 

Plant Sale. The Garden Shoppe was again a beau�ful display this year and sold a record 

amount for the event and made great new friends! All in all it was a wonderful day and a 

great representa�on of DCMGA....  

Thanks to all the who helped make it happen!  Mar� 

Wingo, Sharon Coleman, Carol Brantley, Larry Legg, 

Brenda Wellenreiter, Laurel Wallace, Brenda Ethridge, 

Judy Brough, Pat Pape, Mary Beth Mayfield, Karen 

Jackson, Dee Payne, Marlene Hoffman, Kay Tomberlin, 

Kimi Dailey and her family who helped us load up aFer 

the event.   

Sandy Read and Monica Chaffin 
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This fragrant perennial herb a%racts bu%erflies, tastes 

great in sweet salads, adds medicinal benefits to teas 

and poul�ces, complements dream pillow blends, and 

much more.  For more info, go to herbcompanion.com/

in-the-herb-garden/melissa-officinalis-growing-using-

lemon-balm.aspx 
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Diane Almand-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-Class of 2009 
Barbara Brown-————————————--Class of 2010 
Monica Chaffin-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—Class of 2008 
Jenny Estes- - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - -  Class of 2007 
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Susan Loos- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - Class of 2009 
Jill Peak-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—-—--Class of 2005 
Linda Williams- - - - - - - - - - -  - - - -Class of 2008 
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We hope you enjoyed your Quarterly ROTO TELLER; let us know what you like and don’t like— 
E-mail the Editor at hawkilitle@aol.com.  Also send suggestions, comments, or questions. 



Fall Gardening FestivalFall Gardening FestivalFall Gardening FestivalFall Gardening Festival    
a.k.a. Fall Garden InfoFest 

So, if you didn’t make the Info Fest mee�ng – that is OK – we changed the name 

to Fall Gardening Fes�val, we are planning on having it on Saturday,  10/1 at 

Denton Bible Church on 380/University Dr., the same place as last year.   

Our topic for this year:  We might s�ll be looking for a Fes�val topic but we are 

hoping to have speakers from USDA to speak on ‘Locavore’, Dr. Maggie Javier on 

“AFer the Harvest”.  We want a couple of local growers, we are asking Gene 

Gumfory to speak on “community gardens, how to get them started, the local 

food pantry and the good, bad and ugly”. 

We would like to have some “hands on” opportuni�es for folks to get dirty – and 

take away a sample of their great experience.  Seed balls, propaga�on, who 

knows. 

Would like to have all the stuff we are so wonderfully capable of – “Ask a Master 

Gardener” – Rain Simulator, Stream Trailer, 4-H Food, and so many other things – 

so when that phone call comes, please say yes and get on board…We have done 

this before and we have done it with great flair  - We have some new folks this 

year and they are going to make us be%er (as always)…..so, come on out, enjoy 

the day – get behind the new name – AFer all , we aren’t introducing a new PC 

pla\orm – we are gardening for goodness sakes!   

Our next mee�ng is 6/14 and we are hoping to have our speakers in line, our 

space in place, and get ready for brochures!!  It is going to be good – come on 

down and join us. 

Thanks for all the folks who showed up and got their crea�vity flowing!! 

Linda Williams - Mee�ng Leader 

Dale Powell - Team Leader 

Joe Bendzick - Security and Traffic Control 

Sandy Read - Vendors and Garden Shoppe 

Monica Chaffin - Ask A Master Gardener Booth 

Susan Kilpatrick - 4-H Concessions, Shelby Kilpatrick - Bees and JMG 

Wally Gehrke - Turf 

Mary Morrow (brochures, flyers, etc) and Jill Peak - Trees 

Shirlee and Claude Singer - Venue 

Pat Strickland - Silent Auc�on 

Tracy Durmick - Door Prizes 

Larry Legg and Ron Moore - ‘Hands on’ Demonstra�ons Coordinators 

This is just the beginning, we are hoping to have at least 20 DCMGA demo 

booths, please let us know what you are interested in doing and we will fit it in. 
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