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GardenGardenGardenGarden  InfoFest 
Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 

This year’s Garden InfoFest rose to new heights as 
more than 65 Denton County Master Gardeners 
worked to bring this annual gardening education 
event to citizens of all ages in our county. 
450 people attended the day’s event.   Four garden-
ing and wildlife experts delivered five talks to our 
visitors in the Upper Trinity’s Board Room.   Addi-
tional exciting educational events “under the big 
tent” on the Upper Trinity grounds attracted many 
visitors, and demonstrations throughout the venue 
provided fun and exciting educational opportuni-
ties.  A very popular booth manned by the DCMGA 
Entomology Team featured many insect examples 
including a bee hive that was a huge attraction for 
kids of all ages.    
Visitors enjoyed the many shopping opportunities 
including the DCMGA Plant Sale, vendors’ booths 
and the DCMGA merchandise booth where books, 
gardening tools and gloves were available.  Door 
prizes were awarded throughout the day, a Silent 
Auction contributed to the atmosphere and each 
visitor received an environmentally friendly ‘goody 
bag’ donated by Upper Trinity.  Our visitors also 
could purchase raffle tickets to win a great prize 
that included lots of gardening items in a very at-
tractive garden cart.   Our 4-H partners helped sup-
port the children’s activities and provided a food 
booth that offered food and drinks for sale to our 
visitors and volunteers.  Master Naturalists were on 
hand as well. 
This is the fourth year the Master Gardeners have 
provided a gardening education event in the fall for 
the citizens of Denton County, and this year’s event 
was our largest and most successful.  Master Gar-
deners continue to build on our success as we grow 
and improve our educational events.  The theme of 
our Garden InfoFest is “Gardening for Pleasure and 

the Planet”.  Our public events provide Master Gar-
deners the opportunity to fulfill our mission by of-
fering an opportunity for us to educate the public 
about sound gardening practices. 
Master Gardeners participated in the planning proc-
ess that began in June, served on various teams, 
and came out to Upper Trinity to help set up the 
event and clean up afterwards.  They also donated 
items for the silent auction and door prizes.   Hus-
bands and children “volunteered” for setup and 
cleanup duty the day of the event as well, and their 
help is especially appreciated. 
All the InfoFest volunteers were invited to a post-
event get-together at Cheryl Parkinson’s home  to 
‘celebrate success’ and discuss how we can improve 
the event for next year.  Many of our volunteers 
were able to attend, and we now have good ideas 
for the 2009 Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
Garden InfoFest team to consider when planning 
next year’s event.  
We extend our appreciation to Upper rinity Regional 
Water District for allowing us use the grounds at 
their Lewisville headquarters. 

Special thanks go to our 2008 Garden InfoFest team 
leads: 
Speakers – Carolyn Tinner 
Publicity – Adele Petty and Nancy Ross  
Children’s Activities – Susan Kilpatrick & Jenny Estes 
Event Program – Shirley Manfredi 
Plant Sale – Mary Morrow 
Outdoor Educational Activities – Connie Gregory 
Vendor Coordination – Joe Bendzick and Sandy Read 
Goody Bags – Elizabeth Snapp 
Venue Design – Linda Krimm 
Silent Auction – Peggy Widmer 
Project Manager – Cheryl Parkinson 
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Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
2009 WALK THROUGH THE GARDENS 

 TOUR AND PLANT SALE 
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Planning for our annual 2009 Garden Tour and Plant Sale is underway.  
All the gardens are lovely and interesting, and all have many things to 
teach the public about sound gardening practices in the home land-
scape.  The 2009 Tour features three gardens in Flower Mound and three 
gardens in Denton.  There is also a “bonus garden” located in Denton.   

 
Lynda Harvey’s 2-acre prop-
erty in Flower Mound has 
both sun and shade gardens, 
a pond with water plants, 
rain gardens that resolve 
drainage issues, composting 
and shelter for the many 
garden fairies who live 
there.   
 

 
Carol Munro’s challenge is a 
western exposure at the 
front of her Flower Mound 
property that provides more 
sun and heat than many 
plants can survive.  She has 
developed a landscape that 
is attractive and thrives in 
the strong sunlight.  The real 
surprise to our visitors will 
be when they enter the gate 

to the backyard.  Carol has created an enchanting environment 
for relaxing and enjoying life.   

 

Linda William’s Flower 
Mound garden is designed for 
the enjoyment of a busy 
family on the go.  Her garden 
design provides a good vari-
ety of plant material includ-
ing many unusual trees and is 
intended to be low mainte-
nance.  Numerous patios and 
walkways in the rear portion 
of the property provide an 

ideal location for entertaining.  The front garden with its patio 
and fountain offers great curb appeal.   

 

Pam McClimon moved to a  
40 year-old home in Denton a 
couple of years ago and  
immediately began address-
ing issues with a landscape 
that had not been modified 
or updated in 40 years.  She 
has a corner lot with many 
trees, and the overall effect 
is a calm, cool oasis.  Pam 
has retained the oasis but 

has modified the landscape design by adding structures includ-
ing arbors and wood fencing to define the gardens and create 
rooms in the landscape.  She has also removed plants that no 
longer work in the outdated landscape and added new plantings 
that support an updated design.  Highlighting pleasing views and 
disguising or hiding less pleasing views has been a goal in her 
overall design.   

Carol Rowley’s Denton home 
is 4 years old.  She is the 
first owner of the home and 
started from scratch to cre-
ate a landscape that in-
cludes many native and 
adapted plants.  Her lot is 
on a steep slope and she has 
created terraces in the land-
scape to address issues with 
the heavily-sloped property.  

She has selected plant material with the goal of plants blooming 
in her garden most times of the year.  Vegetables and herbs are 
part of the overall landscape as are the many plants that attract 
butterflies.   

 

Darla Bostick’s garden in 
Denton was on the tour a 
few years ago.  Since then 
she has made modifications 
as sun and shade areas in the 
garden have changed.  Key 
features in Darla’s garden 
include a pond and various 
art features.  Darla has cre-
ated many of the structures 
in her landscape including 

numerous mosaic pieces.  Her back garden provides several 
seating areas for relaxing and enjoying the many birds that visit 
her garden daily.   
 

Barbara Burgin initiated a 
project in her Intern year as 
a Master Gardener to bring 
beauty and pleasure to resi-
dents of the Fair Oaks and 
Fairhaven Retirement Cen-
ters in Denton.  With little 
money, lots of determination 
and dedicated volunteers she 
has converted these lower-
income properties that had 

little or no landscaping to lovely garden spots that enhance the 
lives of the people who live there.  They worked to improve the 
soil and provide plantings that met the requests of the resi-
dents.  This “labor of love” highlights how Master Gardeners 
give back to their communities and make their part of the world 
a little bit better.   
 

Next steps for the 2009 Garden Tour and Plant Sale include fi-
nalizing the location of the Plant Sale and building a team of 
Master Gardener volunteers who will plan and implement a suc-
cessful event.  Key activities will include publicity and promo-
tion, planning educational activities in the gardens, ticket sales, 
plant and merchandise sales, putting teams in place to ensure 
the gardens are “tour ready” on tour date and actual implemen-
tation.  Watch for information about the project kickoff and 
plan to join our team this year to plan and deliver another suc-
cessful DCMGA garden tour and plant sale. 
 
 

ZOE BROXSON 
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New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...    
Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories... 

Tammy Saxe…lives in Argyle and has lived in 

Texas all her life, gardening on and off for the last 8 

years.  She has flowers and vegetables in her home 

gardens.  Tammy became a Master Gardener to learn 

all she can and give back to the community.  She is 

anxious to meet other gardeners and learn all about 

Texas native plants.   

Claud and Shirlee Singer...live in 
Denton and have gardened together in Iowa,  
Louisiana and Georgia.  Specialties are houseplants 
and tropicals; enjoy the article by Claud and Shirlee, 
Bromeliads, in this edition.  Shirlee became a Master 
Gardener to learn about plant materials and plant 
propagation.  Claud would also like to learn all about 
plant materials and how to use natural resources and 
improve his knowledge of horticulture. 

 

 

 

GUESS WHO’SE COMING TO DINNER??? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEND YOUR FAVORITE  “CRITTER IN YOUR YARD”  PHOTO TO HAWKILITLE@AOL.COM 

Vivian Skelton...has lived in North Texas for 
24 years.  She has worked in her own yard and helps 

out neighbors.  She became a Master Gardener to 

learn more about the environment and teach Texans 

how to use less water and environmentally safe ways 

to garden.  
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Nancy Trissell...lives in Southlake and has 
gardened in North Texas for 40 years.  She enjoys 
vegetables, trees, fruit trees and wildlife in her own 
garden.  Nancy became a Master Gardener to learn 
about proper gardening practices and educate 
 others. 

PHOTO BY LINDA KRIMM PHOTO BY JANIE FARLER 

Lisa VanHorn...lives in Denton and has gar-
dened in North Texas for 14 years; previously she 
gardened in Lubbock.  Lisa enjoys flowers in her gar-
den.  She became a Master Gardener to improve her 
skills to take over the Newton Rayzor Butterfly Habi-
tat and her new yard. 

Norm Werback...lives in Corinth and has 
gardened in North Texas and California for 20 years.  
He specializes in irrigation and trees.  He became a 
Master Gardener to learn about North Texas plants, 
especially those that are drought tolerant. 

Trick or 
Treat… 
man I  

missed it !!! 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 
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THE MASTER GARDENER MYSTIQUE 
(Submitted by Monica Chafin from a friends blog) 

 
I’m surrounded by Master Gardeners. Next door, across the street, 
around the corner. I don’t have a lot of gardening experience, so it’s 
a little bit daunting trying to experiment and learn within sight of 

such experts. 
 

“Wasn’t there a disclosure clause in the paperwork when you bought 
the place?” a friend asked. “Something like ‘This house is free of 

toxic chemicals, but is surrounded by Master Gardeners'?” 
 

Since we have young children, there’s precious little time for  
gardening, and I often find myself in the middle of some project or  
another when kid duty calls me abruptly away. The next day I’ll find 
the trowel and a bag of dirt neglected in the front yard. Or small 

plants might wait weeks for me to pot them. 
 

I imagine myself the bane of the neighborhood, especially during 
garden tour season. You see, with all these Master Gardeners, their 
yards are definitely worth being seen (by the entire city it seems). It 
always happens when I have a stack of old sod or lumber in the front 
yard and a weekend full of other activities to pursue. “Just put up a 
sign that says ‘You should see us next year’!” joked another friend. 

 
The title “Master Gardener” invokes such a sense of authority and 

wisdom that it’s easy to constantly feel ignorant, or even apologetic, 
about my meager efforts. After spending more time with my 

neighbors, though, I’ve realized that they all began in the same 
place, and they still profess not to know everything. They call each 
other for advice, help each other put in flower beds, find resources 
for more garden rock and wild flowers, and encourage people like 

me to start small with a vision for bigger and better. 
 

After learning more about the Master Gardening program, I realize 
that it’s more about education than a vanity title; more about com-
munity work than resting on laurels. Interested gardeners can take 
an intensive course in all aspects of horticulture to earn a Master 
Gardener certificate through the Cooperative Extension. Then they 
must volunteer in the community (40 hours a year in Alaska), an-
swering questions from home gardeners, giving lectures, helping 

with gardening events. 
 

So if you find yourself being approached by a Master Gardener who 
has a bit of advice or a vision for your yard, you can take it less as a  
comment about your own skills, and more as a function of their man-
date – sharing their knowledge, and getting to that magic 40-hour 

mark! 
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From a friend of Claud and Shirlee Singer’s 

THE HAND 

 

THE SEASHORE 

 

HISTORY 

 

IMPROVE APPEARANCE 

 

A WINTER COAT 

 

AN OUTSTANDING GIRL 

 

A WELL LIKED PERSON 

 

AN INLET OF THE SEA 

SOMETHING KISSABLE 

 

SYRUP       Maple 

 

A DEAD FIRE 

 

SADNESS 

 

A BOUNCING BALL 

 

PEOPLE OLDER THAN YOU 

 

A TYPE OF GRASSHOPPER 

 

A LETTER OF THE ALPHABET 

NAME THAT TREE CONTEST 
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I am proud to be associated with members of this organiza-I am proud to be associated with members of this organiza-I am proud to be associated with members of this organiza-I am proud to be associated with members of this organiza-
tion.  Every year when this project begins, the daunting task tion.  Every year when this project begins, the daunting task tion.  Every year when this project begins, the daunting task tion.  Every year when this project begins, the daunting task 
that lays ahead overwhelms me at times. But when the day that lays ahead overwhelms me at times. But when the day that lays ahead overwhelms me at times. But when the day that lays ahead overwhelms me at times. But when the day 
comes and so many people show up to  participate, I realize comes and so many people show up to  participate, I realize comes and so many people show up to  participate, I realize comes and so many people show up to  participate, I realize 
that the support of our members and the positive impact that the support of our members and the positive impact that the support of our members and the positive impact that the support of our members and the positive impact 
that we bring to the children in our schools are the reasons that we bring to the children in our schools are the reasons that we bring to the children in our schools are the reasons that we bring to the children in our schools are the reasons 
why I lead this project every year.why I lead this project every year.why I lead this project every year.why I lead this project every year.    
 

This year, we delivered close to 3,000 trees to all the school districts in the countyThis year, we delivered close to 3,000 trees to all the school districts in the countyThis year, we delivered close to 3,000 trees to all the school districts in the countyThis year, we delivered close to 3,000 trees to all the school districts in the county.  
A short presentation about the benefit of planting trees on the environment was well A short presentation about the benefit of planting trees on the environment was well A short presentation about the benefit of planting trees on the environment was well A short presentation about the benefit of planting trees on the environment was well 
received by the students and the teachers. Next year, we hope to have enough vol-received by the students and the teachers. Next year, we hope to have enough vol-received by the students and the teachers. Next year, we hope to have enough vol-received by the students and the teachers. Next year, we hope to have enough vol-
unteers to include all of the county’s  districts, as well as all of the schools.unteers to include all of the county’s  districts, as well as all of the schools.unteers to include all of the county’s  districts, as well as all of the schools.unteers to include all of the county’s  districts, as well as all of the schools.    

    

I cannot express how thankful I am to every personI cannot express how thankful I am to every personI cannot express how thankful I am to every personI cannot express how thankful I am to every person who did who did who did who did 
the presentations.  Without this effort, the educational value the presentations.  Without this effort, the educational value the presentations.  Without this effort, the educational value the presentations.  Without this effort, the educational value 
of our mission could not be accomplished.of our mission could not be accomplished.of our mission could not be accomplished.of our mission could not be accomplished.    
    

A huge THANK YOU to all who came to the tree baggingA huge THANK YOU to all who came to the tree baggingA huge THANK YOU to all who came to the tree baggingA huge THANK YOU to all who came to the tree bagging. It It It It 
was a big job and without the help, this project could not was a big job and without the help, this project could not was a big job and without the help, this project could not was a big job and without the help, this project could not 
have happened.have happened.have happened.have happened.    
    

Thanks to my committee members and to the Master Thanks to my committee members and to the Master Thanks to my committee members and to the Master Thanks to my committee members and to the Master     
Naturalists for making this year a great success.Naturalists for making this year a great success.Naturalists for making this year a great success.Naturalists for making this year a great success.    
Committee MembersCommittee MembersCommittee MembersCommittee Members        
Renee LaidlawRenee LaidlawRenee LaidlawRenee Laidlaw----printing with help from Shirley Manfrediprinting with help from Shirley Manfrediprinting with help from Shirley Manfrediprinting with help from Shirley Manfredi    
Lucille Del VecchioLucille Del VecchioLucille Del VecchioLucille Del Vecchio----publicity and hosting the bagging party publicity and hosting the bagging party publicity and hosting the bagging party publicity and hosting the bagging party     
ContributorsContributorsContributorsContributors    
Denton County Soil and Water Conservation DistrictDenton County Soil and Water Conservation DistrictDenton County Soil and Water Conservation DistrictDenton County Soil and Water Conservation District    
Upper Trinity Regional Water DistrictUpper Trinity Regional Water DistrictUpper Trinity Regional Water DistrictUpper Trinity Regional Water District    
Denton County Master GardenersDenton County Master GardenersDenton County Master GardenersDenton County Master Gardeners    
Elm Fork Chapter Texas Master NaturalistsElm Fork Chapter Texas Master NaturalistsElm Fork Chapter Texas Master NaturalistsElm Fork Chapter Texas Master Naturalists    
Dallas Morning NewsDallas Morning NewsDallas Morning NewsDallas Morning News    

 

Jackie Kerstetter 
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Gardeners are Gardeners are Gardeners are Gardeners are ----    let's face it let's face it let's face it let's face it ----    control freaks.control freaks.control freaks.control freaks.        Who else would Who else would Who else would Who else would     

willingly spend his leisure hours wresting weeds out of the ground, willingly spend his leisure hours wresting weeds out of the ground, willingly spend his leisure hours wresting weeds out of the ground, willingly spend his leisure hours wresting weeds out of the ground,     
blithely making life or death decisions about living beings, moving blithely making life or death decisions about living beings, moving blithely making life or death decisions about living beings, moving blithely making life or death decisions about living beings, moving     

earth from here to there, changing the course of waterways?earth from here to there, changing the course of waterways?earth from here to there, changing the course of waterways?earth from here to there, changing the course of waterways?        The The The The     

more one thinks about it, the odder it seems; this compulsion to more one thinks about it, the odder it seems; this compulsion to more one thinks about it, the odder it seems; this compulsion to more one thinks about it, the odder it seems; this compulsion to     

remake a little corner of the planet according to some plan or vision.remake a little corner of the planet according to some plan or vision.remake a little corner of the planet according to some plan or vision.remake a little corner of the planet according to some plan or vision.    
-   Abby Adams, What is a Garden Anyway 
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Gardening for All 
Seasons 

 
                         By Anne Halpin,  

         
Creative 
Homeowner         
Press 

 
 
 
I opened this book expecting to find lists 
of plants for each season with most of 
them not practical for use in a Texas 
garden.  I was pleasantly surprised not to 
find lists.  There are some seasonal tips 
for warm and cool regions of the country 
at the end of each seasonal chapter.  
Mostly, though, the book of is full of 
great pictures illustrating the activities 
that need to be or can be done during 
each season.  There are many tips on 
things such as drying flowers, how best to 
display and sustain your cut flowers, and 
seeding and transplanting in the garden.  
I enjoyed reading this book and wished I 
had the space and time to try some of 
the great ideas from the book in my yard.   

The Complete 
Compost 
Gardening Guide 
 
By Barbara 
Pleasant and 
Deborah L. 
Martin 
 
Storey Publishing, 
2008 
 

So you want to be a little less wasteful 
and a bit more “green”, then this is the 
book for you.  The authors explain how 
you can reduce your yard and household 
waste, what you send to the local 
landfill and how to improve and make 
the soil in your yard healthier by 
composting.  The authors explain how 
composting works and what it does to 
improve your soil and make those 
vegetables grow  bigger and taste better.  
Numerous composting techniques from 
the simple to the complex are 
explained.  The authors also provide 
planting suggestions for plants that are 
more responsive to well-composted soil.  
This a great book for the novice or the 
experienced composter. 

 

 

 

BOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWS    
BRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLE    
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My husband has been keeping bees for four years.  He 
started with two hives; now he usually has 12-15 active 
hives.  Once a year he robs the hives for honey.  We then 
extract it from the comb, bottle it into jars, and I sell it 
to Master Gardeners and others who appreciate local 
honey.  To make one pound of honey, the bees in the col-
ony must visit 2 million flowers and  
fly more than 55,000 miles.  This year we bottled about 
135 pounds of honey.  I do not have 270,000,000 flowers, 
so they were forced to visit our neighbors as well. 
 

 
 

Honey bees are social insects.  
This means that they depend on 
each other to survive.  A colony 
may have 20,000 to 60,000 work-
ers.  Most of them are sterile 
females.  There is one queen, 
and there may be several hun-
dred drones, males, whose pri-
mary job is to mate with the 

queen.  When their job is finished, they are killed and kicked 
out of the hive – they get no respect.  Just as in human families, 
the youngest bees do the easiest work, usually inside the hive.  
They act as nurses to the larva, and they clean the hive of dead 
bees.  As the bees mature, they become foragers and are re-
sponsible for feeding the entire hive.   
The life span of a worker bee is about 500 miles (perhaps six 
weeks during spring and summer, longer in winter).  Bees can 
fly up to 20 mph and up to five miles from the hive. Their wings 
beat about 230 times a second; that is close to 14,000 times per 
minute.  Try flapping your arms that fast and see how great 
your upper arms look. 
Bees collect both pollen and nectar from flowers.  The pollen, a 
protein source, is used primarily to feed larvae.  Nectar, a car-
bohydrate, is used to make honey.  Bees store honey in order to 
have something to eat when there is no nectar (i.e., winter or 
extreme drought).   
Many people are afraid of all bees, but domestic honey bees are 
usually quite docile unless threatened.  If you stay out of their 
way, they will stay out of yours.  Africanized bees have been 
reported as far north as Tarrant County, and it is possible that 
they visit Denton County during mild months.  However, they 
are not adapted to severe cold, and so far our winters have 
been too cold for them to survive. 
 

Why we care about honey bees – About one-third of our domes-
tic food supply depends upon pollination by honey bees.  Some 
crops, such as almonds and apples, are not pollinated by any 
other insect.  If all honey bees died, many of our fruits, nuts 
and vegetables would cease to exist.  In addition, our animal 
food sources depend on plants for survival and would also be 
jeopardized.  Yes, there is wind-born pollination, and of course 
other insects pollinate plants, but try to imagine a life without 
apple pie.  Would it still be America?  So before you swat that 
little hummer, think about how much you love watermelon and 
blackberries and ask yourself if you could salivate without them. 
 

Locating nectar – Well, the bees aren’t talking, but the most 
widely-accepted theory is that scout bees find nectar, return to 
the hive, and perform a dance to let other bees know how far 
and in what direction they can find nectar.  Simon Cowell has 
not seen the dance, but it has been reported that the waggle 
dance would rate at least an 8. 
Nectar begins to flow in the spring, and hives increase in size 
rapidly.  Sometimes congested hives grow additional queens, 
and then about 60% of the hive flies away with the original 
queen to form another colony.  This is a swarm.  If you see a 
swarm, call a beekeeper or an exterminator.  Do notnotnotnot attempt to 
remove the swarm unless you have proper equipment and ex-
perience to do so.  If you call the DCMGA Help Desk at 940-349-
2892, they can give you a name and number of a beekeeper to 
call if the swarm is in an accessible location.  No matter how 
much we love them, bees are not allowed to live inside our 
walls.  If the swarm is inside a wall, you will need to call an 
exterminator.   
 

Colony Collapse Disorder – This strange phenomenon began in 
2006.  Suddenly beekeepers noticed that many (in some cases, 
two-thirds) of their bees disappeared.  There were no dead bees 
around the hive, and usually there was still honey in the hive, 
but the bees were simply gone.  Since that time scientists have 
blamed everything from cell phones to their mothers-in-law for 
the disorder.  The latest information points to a combination of 
factors which may have weakened bees’ immune systems and 
made them more vulnerable to mites and viruses that commonly 
attack bees.  Pesticide use has been widely suspected and could 
be one of the factors responsible, but it has not been proven.  
The USDA recommends, however, that homeowners not use pes-
ticides indiscriminately, and particularly not at mid-day when 
bees are foraging for nectar.  If you must apply pesticides, wait 
until after dark when the bees have returned to their hives. 
 

Other bee facts: 
Honey is the only food product that does not have a shelf life.  
If it crystallizes, simply put the jar into a pot of hot water and 
stir until the crystals dissolve. 
Bees never sleep. 
One honey bee will visit 50-100 flowers on a single trip out of 
the hive.  
Honey is the only food that includes all the substances neces-
sary to sustain life, including water.  
Honey bees are the only insects that produce food for humans 
(okay, it has been reported that people eat beetle dung, but 
that is entirely too weird to call it food). 

Janie and Brent Farler 
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DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION 
BOARD MEETING 
October 1, 2008 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

President Zoe Broxson called the DCMGA Board of Directors meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. in Denton, TX.  In attendance were Zoe Broxson, 
Sandy Hiatte, Adele Petty, Janet Laminack, Linda Williams, Brenda Wellenreiter, Cheryl Parkinson, Annell Burns, Sue Hudiburgh, Donna Wolfe, 
Mary Morrow, Jenny Estes, and Elizabeth Snapp. 

MINUTES 
DCMGA Secretary presented the Minutes for September Board meeting to the Board via e-mail.  Minutes were accepted as presented. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
Sue Hudiburgh presented a grant check in the amount of $1,000 from IBM.  This amount is to be put in a special category in the budget designated 

for the purchase of another computer and projector for use during the training classes.  Sue, Sandy, and Mary were assigned to investigate pricing 
options. 
Brenda Wellenreiter, DCMGA Treasurer, submitted the Treasurer’s report.  It was accepted as presented. 

       COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Project Administration—Linda Williams submitted report.  Hickory Creek wants help with a new bed.  Upper Trinity Water District needs some 

help planting bulbs and also wants some ideas for making some changes in the Upper Garden at their site.  They are making plans for Spring 
planting.  Zoe Broxson reported on meeting with the Master Naturalists and the Clear Creek Heritage Center.  They want to plant wildflowers 

and other natural plantings in front of the Center.  Still need to iron out what they expect from us in terms of help.  Design help?  Budget?  
Turnover Plan? 

Ways & Means—Jackie Kerstetter submitted report.  Has Sales Merchandise ready for booth at the InfoFest.  Needs to recruit folks to work the 

booth. 
Communications—Adele Petty submitted report.  Nice media coverage for the InfoFest.  Will be an ad in an upcoming Denton Record Chronicle 

recruiting members for the 2009 class.  The Fall Library Series is beginning today with Dorothy Thetford speaking about Wildflowers this 

evening at 7:00 p.m. 
Report from County Coordinator—Donna Wolfe submitted report.  Currently have twelve applications for the 2009 class plus four on waiting list 

from last year.  Will be contacting those folks to determine their interest in this year’s class. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
2008 Garden InfoFest—Cheryl Parkinson, Chair.  Budget report for InfoFest distributed.  Everything in place for Saturday’s event. 
2009 Nominating Committee—Linda Williams, Chair.  Committee made up of Zoe, Connie Gregory, Linda, Carolyn Tinner, and Sandy met and 

have a slate of officers to be presented to the membership at the next general meeting, October 8.  All Board-level positions filled, still have 
some committee chair positions available.  Want to pursue presenting a Job Fair to members to let them know what taking on a Board or Chair 
position entails. 

Round-Up—Zoe Broxson, Chair.  Round-Up to be held on October 22 at the Extension Office.  Clarice will do food and Carolyn Tinner will be in 
charge of decorations.  Janet will talk about AgriLife Extension and agenda will follow format of past years. 

Retreat—Linda Williams, Chair.  Retreat will be held on October 29 at Upper Trinity Water District.  Linda proposed the organization pay for the 
lunch for members in attendance.  Reservations will be required.  Cheryl Parkinson made a motion that we provide lunch for the event.  Jackie 

Kerstetter seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
2009 Intern Class—Zoe Broxson, Chair.  Handed out curriculum for the new class.  Made assignments of speaker contacts and reminded those con-

tacts they need to do so in October.  Suggestion was made to have a checklist for interviews of applicants of the new class so that everyone is 

being told the same thing in order to manage expectations. 
Graduation—Zoe Broxson, Chair.  Graduation will be held on January 14, 2009 at Celebration Ballroom in Highland Village.  Food from Village 

Grill and an Open Bar as in past couple of years.  Mary will head invitation committee.  Will send E-Vite invitations to general membership 

and snail mail invitation to the 2008 class.  Sandy will head the food committee and Linda will head the program committee.  Several ideas 
were suggested for a Speaker for the event.  Zoe will pursue. 

Retention—Annell Burns, Chair.  Have averaged 50 members per meeting this past year.  Not convinced retention is a big issue at this point.  Or-

ganization is doing a lot of good things for the membership right now.  Annell will stay as the coordinator for the future and will make contact 
calls to members when deemed necessary, but will not actively pursue retention issues at this time. 

Garden Tour/Plant Sale—Zoe Broxson, Chair.  Garden Section Committee has targeted three gardens in Denton, plus a Project and three gardens in 

Flower Mound as possible sites for the 2009 Garden Tour.  Mary Morrow is stepping down as head of the Plant Sale in 2009.  Linda Krimm is 
considering taking it on next year.  Have two options for the Plant Sale.  
next year in terms of location—1) Have two locations, one at a  Denton tour garden and one at a Flower Mound tour garden; or 2) Contact 

Bartonville Town Center to see if we could hold our Plant Sale where they are currently holding their Farmer’s Market.  Plan is to make a final 
decision about gardens on the Tour by October 15 then have a planning kick-off in November. 

State Wildflower Project—Jenny Estes, Chair.  Zoe confirmed that the Wildflowers need to be planted in public sites.  Jenny is going to take over the 

Denton County project and will contact the State Chair to get specifics. 
New Master Gardener Badges—Zoe Broxson & Donna Wolfe, Co-Chairs.  Need to re-do badges with the new Extension name. Proposal made to 

get badges in different colors to designate years of service.  Linda Williams made a motion to provide different colored badges for years of 

service in five year increments.  Sandy Hiatte seconded the motion.  Motion unanimously approved.  Donna will try to get the new badges for 
distribution at Graduation. 

Publications—Mary Morrow, Chair.  Will be submitting a budget for the new year.  Plan is to go with Publisher software. 

Photography—Zoe Broxson reported.  Working towards storing all MG photos in Photo Gallery on the Web site so that they are accessible to all 
members. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:03 p.m.   
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I LIVE IN BARTONVILLE AND HAVE MAINLY OAKS AND ELMS ON APPROX TWO ACRES…THE 
ELMS LOOK SICKLY AND SOME HAVE DIED SINCE I MOVED HERE IN JULY.  SOME OF THE OAKS 
HAVE HYPOXLON CANKER. I HAVE READ THE CARE AND FEEDING OF POST OAKS, BUT NEED 
HELP WITH THE ELMS.   OCT 08 

 

 

The elms exhibited symptons of spider mites.  Mike Merchant recommendation for spider 

mites this time of year...doing nothing! He said the damage the trees are experiencing 

now is superficial and minor. And that the mites will over winter in the soil, if they stick around. 

Also, next spring, they will be blowing around everywhere, the seasonal conditions will differ, etc, 

basically....there is no indication that having an infestation this year means you will have a prob-

lem next year. Using oils or miticides will be an unneeded expensive option this time of year.  

Also visible on the leaf surface may be pale colored cast skins shed by developing mites, and the 

spherical, often translucent eggs.   

See http://insects.tamu.edu/fieldguide/cimg371.html for more information on spider mites and 

control of infestations. 

 

I HAVE A RED OAK THAT IS TURNING YELLOW AND THEN BROWN.  IT WAS PLANTED ABOUT 
EIGHT YEARS AGO BY THE PREVIOUS OWNER.  LOCAL LAWN CARE SERVICE ADVISED TO FER-
TILIZE AND I HAVE BEEN APPLYING A LIQUID FERTILIZER EVERY WEEK. 

 

What you have is a Pin Oak and they are not native to this part of Texas.  Pin Oaks like 

acidic soil and we have alkaline soil in the majority of Denton County.  They look similar to 

Red Oaks, but have an upright pyramidal shape.  It can take up to 10 years for the tree to show 

stress and they are short-lived.   
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SERVING OUR COMMUNITY 

Calhoun Middle School 
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During the 1990's, two Calhoun Middle School teachers obtained money from a Verizon Gift Grant to estab-
lish an outdoor learning area for their science students.  All went well with a little plot of plants here, a lit-
tle plot of vegetables there, a pond, and even a small butterfly garden which was attended by students and 
PTA members.  But, as we all know, students and PTA members eventually move on, and some well-planned 
projects tend to lose devoted volunteers. 
 
Nine years ago Michelle Rainer joined the science faculty and devoted endless hours to revitalizing the pro-
ject, adding new venues, new gardens, and even enlarging the pond.  She even created the Science Educa-
tion Endurance Determination (S.E.E.D.) Club with renewed interest from her science students. 
 
Two years ago, with visions of improving the area cosmetically, Michelle invited a Master Naturalist (Cheryl 
Kesterson) a Master Gardener (Sher Harnish), a Trinity Forks/NPSOT chapter rep (Dorothy Thetford), and 
Master Gardener and PTA member (Tracy Durmick) to collaborate on a serious update of the Butterfly Gar-
den, and that committee along with SEED students and PTA members fulfilled her goals. 
 
The committee provided programs, garden plans, native plant lists, and plants, in addition to hands-on work 
sessions.  George Kragle, MN,  contributed numerous hours constructing new raised-bed and compost bins,  
orchestrating the pond edging, painting, pointing, hauling, and shoveling, and Bill Hughen, MN, painted the 
final touch with signage crediting the donors. Volunteers from those four organization, along with donations 
from local businesses and Keep Denton Beautiful, completed the garden area  renovation. 
 
If you'd like to see the results of this 4-month effort and see fall-blooming wildflowers along with herb and 
vegetable plots, everything is visible through a chainlink fence from curbside of Denton Street (2 blks north 
of W. Oak).  It is located parallel to the bus zone, so plan your visit any time other than bus-loading and 
unloading times of the weekdays.  We think you'll be proud of our involvement. 
 
Cheryl Kesterson-MN rep 
Sher Harnish-MG rep 
Dorothy Thetford-NPSOT/Trinity Forks rep 
Tracy Durmick-MG rep/PTA rep 
Bill Hughen-MN signage 
George Kregle-MN, (acting) general contractor  

    

Dorothy Thetford - MN/NPSOT 
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Master Gardeners 

Landscapers 

Project Managers 

Volunteers 

 
Your expertise is NEEDED.  We have a few wonderful projects that need 

some leadership and the Spring planting season is coming at us full speed.  

If you would be willing to co-chair or lead a group for one of the following – 

please let us know. 
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Town of Hickory CreekTown of Hickory CreekTown of Hickory CreekTown of Hickory Creek 

Would like help in plant Would like help in plant Would like help in plant Would like help in plant 
choice and design on me-choice and design on me-choice and design on me-choice and design on me-
dian by City Halldian by City Halldian by City Halldian by City Hall 

Still Looking Still Looking Still Looking Still Looking 
for someone for someone for someone for someone 
to take over to take over to take over to take over ----    
Will adver-Will adver-Will adver-Will adver-
tise….tise….tise….tise…. 

Have helped in the past with Have helped in the past with Have helped in the past with Have helped in the past with 
medians throughout the Town medians throughout the Town medians throughout the Town medians throughout the Town 
and the beds at City Hall.  Jef-and the beds at City Hall.  Jef-and the beds at City Hall.  Jef-and the beds at City Hall.  Jef-
frey McSpadden has asked for frey McSpadden has asked for frey McSpadden has asked for frey McSpadden has asked for 
help again.help again.help again.help again. 

Upper Trinity Water DistrictUpper Trinity Water DistrictUpper Trinity Water DistrictUpper Trinity Water District 

Has asked that MG's come Has asked that MG's come Has asked that MG's come Has asked that MG's come 
back to visit the demonstra-back to visit the demonstra-back to visit the demonstra-back to visit the demonstra-
tion gardens and make rec-tion gardens and make rec-tion gardens and make rec-tion gardens and make rec-
ommendations on what ommendations on what ommendations on what ommendations on what 
needs to be replaced and needs to be replaced and needs to be replaced and needs to be replaced and 
what to replace it with.  what to replace it with.  what to replace it with.  what to replace it with.  
Other recommendations as Other recommendations as Other recommendations as Other recommendations as 
seen fit.seen fit.seen fit.seen fit. 

Linda Wil-Linda Wil-Linda Wil-Linda Wil-
liamsliamsliamsliams 

MG's improved gardens in MG's improved gardens in MG's improved gardens in MG's improved gardens in 
2001 2001 2001 2001 ----    it is time to revisit.  They it is time to revisit.  They it is time to revisit.  They it is time to revisit.  They 
don't want labor just ideas and don't want labor just ideas and don't want labor just ideas and don't want labor just ideas and 
landscaping thoughts.  Pull to-landscaping thoughts.  Pull to-landscaping thoughts.  Pull to-landscaping thoughts.  Pull to-
gether a group who would like gether a group who would like gether a group who would like gether a group who would like 
to work on in November time-to work on in November time-to work on in November time-to work on in November time-
frame to get ready for late fall frame to get ready for late fall frame to get ready for late fall frame to get ready for late fall 
or early spring planting.or early spring planting.or early spring planting.or early spring planting. 

Post Oak ProjectPost Oak ProjectPost Oak ProjectPost Oak Project 

Have been contacted by Have been contacted by Have been contacted by Have been contacted by 
Keep Denton Beautiful in Keep Denton Beautiful in Keep Denton Beautiful in Keep Denton Beautiful in 
working on this project working on this project working on this project working on this project ----    
which will have high profile in which will have high profile in which will have high profile in which will have high profile in 
the community to improve the community to improve the community to improve the community to improve 
the existing landscapethe existing landscapethe existing landscapethe existing landscape 

Need Project Need Project Need Project Need Project 
ManagerManagerManagerManager 

Janet Laminack took MG's for Janet Laminack took MG's for Janet Laminack took MG's for Janet Laminack took MG's for 
visit visit visit visit ----    This could be a feature This could be a feature This could be a feature This could be a feature 
spot in Denton  spot in Denton  spot in Denton  spot in Denton  ----    Could include Could include Could include Could include 
some interactive learning and some interactive learning and some interactive learning and some interactive learning and 
working with the MN'sworking with the MN'sworking with the MN'sworking with the MN's 

Clear Creek LandscapeClear Creek LandscapeClear Creek LandscapeClear Creek Landscape 

Approached by MN's and Approached by MN's and Approached by MN's and Approached by MN's and 
Keep Denton Beautiful about Keep Denton Beautiful about Keep Denton Beautiful about Keep Denton Beautiful about 
developing a landscape for developing a landscape for developing a landscape for developing a landscape for 
space in front of learning space in front of learning space in front of learning space in front of learning 
centercentercentercenter 

Need Project Need Project Need Project Need Project 
ManagerManagerManagerManager 

This group has done all that we This group has done all that we This group has done all that we This group has done all that we 
have asked.  They have fund-have asked.  They have fund-have asked.  They have fund-have asked.  They have fund-
ing and are asking for a plan ing and are asking for a plan ing and are asking for a plan ing and are asking for a plan 
not labornot labornot labornot labor 
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HOLIDAY PARTY 

DECEMBER 10 

10:30AM 

BEN E KEITH 

THE  

HOSPITALITY 

ROOM 
2801 S I-35E in Denton 

TAKE AIRPORT RD EXIT 

 

Bring a covered dish and a present 

 to exchange, value $10  

KAHLUA CAKE 

1 PKG.  Golden Butter Cake Mix 
4    Eggs 
1 CUP   Sour Cream 
1 3 oz. Pkg. Instant Vanilla Pudding Mix 
3/4 CUP Wesson Oil 
1 TSP.    Vanilla 
1/3 CUP  Kahlua 
3/4 CUP  Chopped Pecans   

In a large mixer bowl put cake mix, add eggs one at 
a time while beating.  Add sour cream, pudding mix, 
oil and vanilla.  Mix well, put half batter in another 
bowl. 
To the half in the mixer bowl add brown sugar, 
Kahlua and pecans.  Mix well.  In a greased Bundt 
pan, place half the pecan mixture, the plain mix, 
then the remaining pecan mixture.  Run a knife thru 
to marbleize.  Bake at 350 for one hour, cool in pan 
10 min.  Turn out, drizzle while warm with 1/2 cup 
10x sugar (white powdered sugar) and 1/4 C. Kahlua   

From the kitchen of Cheryl and John Parkinson 
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FEBRUARY 11, 2009FEBRUARY 11, 2009FEBRUARY 11, 2009FEBRUARY 11, 2009    

9:00 AM9:00 AM9:00 AM9:00 AM    
TO BE ANNOUNCED... 

    

 

DCMGA MEETINGS 

 

JANUARY  14TH, 6:30 PM 
 
 

2009 ANNUAL DINNER 
& GRADUATION FOR 
THE CLASS OF 2008 

 

 
CELEBRATIONS BALLROOM 

HIGHLAND VILLAGE 
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 Brenda Wellenreiter 

We stayed at Villa d'Este on 
Lake Como. It was built in 
1568 as a villa for a cardi-
nal. It became a hotel in 
1873. The first picture is on 
the grounds of the hotel. 
The mosaic walls were built 
in 1794. There is a double 
water staircase going up the 
hill behind the walls to a 
statue of Hercules. The sec-
ond picture is a plane tree. 
It is over 500 years old. It 
was outside my window and 
leaves blew in my room.  

I was surprised by the plants here. We were minutes from Switzerland. The plants were 
what we grow. After I got back home, I checked and this area is a zone 8, but it is on a 
latitude of about the US/Canadian border. 
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These pictures are from Villa Monestero in Varenna. The Villa was built as a convent in 
1208. Varenna was a lovely town that rose very steeply out of Lake Como. This was a 
very classic garden. It had lots of palms, roses, fuchsias and impatiens. There was also a 
grove of citrus trees. 

These are of Villa Carlotta in Tremezzo. It was completed 
in 1690. The grounds were lovely. There were huge aze-
leas. It would be spectacular in the spring. 
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Denton County Master Gardeners have been very busy since the last President’s Corner was published in 
the RotoTeller.  Our membership told us after John Cooper retired they thought it was important to move 
forward on planning the 2009 Intern Class even though we didn’t have a firm date for when a new agent 
would be on board.  A team was formed to begin planning for the 2009 Intern Class.  We contacted other 
counties to find out how they planned their classes and got some very helpful information.  We then went 
to work to plan a curriculum and find guest speakers.  We were successful in our efforts, and when Janet 
Laminack, our new agent joined us in September she blessed our plan and agreed to fill a couple of va-
cant teaching slots herself.  We are very happy to have Janet join us as the new Denton County Horticul-
ture Agent and are enjoying working with her on various DCMGA initiatives. 
 
More than sixty-five Master Gardener volunteers planned and implemented the 2008 Garden InfoFest, our 
largest and most successful InfoFest to date.  Congratulations go to this year’s InfoFest project manager, 
Cheryl Parkinson, and her team.  Cheryl had a final debriefing meeting with the team combined with a 
wonderful lunch at the end of the project, and much useful feedback was provided that will be given to 
the 2009 team as they begin their planning for next year’s event.  
 
Cool Shade for the Third Grade expanded to additional schools outside LISD this year, and our volunteers 
turned out in October to bag trees and take them elementary schools to hand out trees to the third grad-
ers and teach them to value and care for trees.  Master Gardeners continue to work on many projects 
throughout the county.  Thanks go to all our volunteers who bring their talent and hard work to DCMGA 
projects. 
 
The success of the Spring Lecture Series at the North Branch of the Denton Library encouraged our ad-
vanced training team led by Diana Block to do it again in the fall.  Master Gardeners and Master Natural-
ists brought their expertise on various gardening topics to the Fall Lecture Series at the Library and once 
again this program was very well received by the public as well as the members of both groups.   Our Help 
Desk and Speakers’ Bureau volunteers continue to work to fulfill our mission to “educate Denton County 
residents about safe, effective and sustainable horticultural practices that promote development of 
healthy gardens, landscapes and communities.”  Help Desk has expanded hours this year, and the Help 
Desk team led by Elizabeth Snapp and Janie Farler has trained additional MG volunteers to support the 
expanded schedule. 
 
This year’s Roundup for Denton County residents who are interested in becoming Master Gardeners at-
tracted 17 people who came to the Extension Office on 10/22 to learn more about our program from 
DCMGA members.  They heard about our mission, our education program and our volunteer opportunities 
and enjoyed some delicious food provided by our members.  This year 40 people applied to join DCMGA by 
the 10/31 deadline.  We have 5 interview teams with 2 members each who are currently interviewing the 
applicants to confirm their interest in the program and determine who are the best candidates, based on 
their interest in our volunteer opportunities, to fill the 30 spots we have available for the 2009 class.  
 
The celebration season is fast approaching, and as usual, Denton County Master Gardeners have a lot to 
celebrate.  Our annual Holiday party will be held on Wednesday, December 10, at the Ben E. Keith Hospi-
tality Room, 2801 S I-35E in Denton.  Please join us at 10:30 in the morning for our party.  Bring a dish and 
a wrapped gift (something you would enjoy receiving) for our traditional White Elephant gift exchange.  
We’ll limit the number of times a gift can be “stolen” to 3 so hopefully we’ll be wrapping up our celebra-
tion by 1 or 2. 
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The following month we’ll be celebrating our 2008 Graduation Class and our Annual Awards presentation 
on Wednesday, January 14.  This is always a fun event, and guests are welcome.  We’ll have this event at 
Celebrations in Highland Village at 6 in the evening.  It’s a chance to dress up a little if you like and share 
some Master Gardener fun with friends and family.  There is a cost of $28 per person which includes a buf-
fet dinner, coffee, tea and our use of Celebration’s audio-visual system.  2008 graduates attend at no cost 
to themselves.  Watch for your invitation on Evite if you have an email address or by USPS mail if you do 
not have email around the middle of December.  Be sure to RSVP. 
 
My friends, 2008 has been a fantastic year for Denton County Master Gardeners and it has been my pleas-
ure and privilege to serve as your president.  I had no idea a year could pass so quickly.  That’s partly  
because being president has kept me very busy and also because I have had so much fun working with all 
of you and getting to know you better.  You’re the greatest!  I’ll be turning over the president’s trowel to 
Linda Williams, our 2009 president at the Graduation and Awards dinner and wish her much success as she 
leads DCMGA to even greater achievements.  Thanks for all you do. 
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The Denton County Master Gardener Association has recently been awarded a $1000 grant from IBM Corporation.  
2008 Intern, Sue Hudiburgh, brought this opportunity to DCMGA earlier this year.  Sue is an IBM retiree, and a 
benefit provided to retirees by IBM is the opportunity to receive an annual grant up to $1000 to support a non-
profit of the retiree’s choice.   
 
A requirement was that the grant be used for a specific purpose.  Sue worked with the DCMGA Board to identify a 
purpose for the grant, and it was determined a good use for the grant would be to apply the funds toward the pur-
chase of a laptop and projector to be used for the Intern education program.  DCMGA would have a laptop and pro-
jector that could be dedicated to the Intern classes during the weeks they are presented and it could be used for 
other programs the rest of the year.  This will ensure we will always have a laptop and projector available for our 
visiting instructors’ presentations.  An equipment team is currently reviewing options for the purchase of a new 
laptop and projector as well as necessary software. 
 
Sue worked with the IBM grant coordinator and satisfied all paperwork requirements to receive the grant.  A check 
from IBM for $1000 was presented at the October Board meeting.  Thanks go to Sue for bringing us an opportunity 
to receive funding for our education programs. 

DCMGA is Awarded $1000 Grant from IBM Corporation 
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Common name:  Carolina Snailseed 
Botanical name:  (italics> Cocculus carolinas) 
Family:  Menispermaceae 
As our wildflowers are gathering energy to resurface in 
early spring, our attention is drawn to colorful fruits of 
our native flowers, shrubs, vines and trees.  Some of 
these plants may have provided flowers too small or insig-
nificant to attract our interest last spring but now are 
producing fruit that is worthy of a second glance.  One 
plant that fits into this category is American beautyberry 
(Callicarpa americana) that has tiny pale pink flowers in 
the spring and gorgeous, pellet-size fuschia-pink colored 
fruit in the fall.  Another native plant that you may have 
missed in the spring with its tiny yellow flowers is now 
taking front seat with its vibrant, shiny red berries.  Its 
common name is snailseed or Carolina snailseed (Cocculus 
carolinas). 
 
Some fruits blend in with the fall foliage, and yet others 
are enhanced by the foliage.  Such is the case with snail-
seed.  The name is derived from the Greek word 'coccus' 
meaning berry.  If you remove the fleshy coating of the 
mature seed, you'll see that the stone or seed is shaped 
and designed like a small snail.  Don't miss it. 
 
Snailseed vine clings to anything that enables it to climb 
upward.  It can be found covering fences, shrubs, tree 
trunks, and even attempting to trelis on tall native 
grasses, in full sun or part shade.  More often than not, 
the vine may be clipped, mowed, or sprayed in an at-
tempt to eliminate it before fruiting since its leaves re-
semble leaves of our dreaded, invasive vine known as 
greenbrier. 
 

 
Leaves of snailseed vine are alternate, simple, and usually longer than wide and, additionally, known to be extremely 
variable in shape, toothing, lobing and size.  Leaf size averages 1-1.5 inches wide by 2-2.5 inches long.  However, 
once you detect the berries in October, you can be assured that it is not greenbrier.   
 
For example, snailseed fruit is normally a cluster of bright red berries; greenbrier fruit is purplish-black.  Snailseed 
vine is small in stem diameter, flexible, controllable, and thornless.  Greenbrier vine stem is large, stout, covered in 
unrelenting thorns, and attaches to its victims by means of tendrils.  Look for snailseed in thickets, prairies, road-
sides, and disturbed sites throughout Texas during fall and winter. 
 
Learning to identify this harmless perennial vine enables us to protect, appreciate, and utilize it in our land-
scape.  Not only is snailseed a food source for birds, but the vibrant red-colored berries are capable of warming our 
hearts while the season is changing.  Enjoy. 
* * * 
Dorothy, a certified Master Naturalist, past president of Trinity Forks Chapter of Native Plant Society and Upper Clear 
Creek Wildlife Mgmt. Assoc. enjoys photographing native plants of Texas.  Her "Wildflowers-of-Texas" greeting card 
line is available locally at Cupboard Natural Foods & Cafe.  She may be contacted at 940-382-9344. 
 

 

WILDFLOWERS-OF-TEXAS     
by Dorothy Brown Thetford 

Photo by Dorothy Brown Thetford 
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The Fall Lecture Series was a collaboration between Master 
Gardener’s and Master Naturalist.  Cheryl Kesterson, a  
Master Naturalist, and chair of their education committee, 
worked with me to develop this fall’s program.  The pre-
senters were Master Gardener’s and Master Naturalist’s.  
The six part series was held at the North Branch Denton  
Library and included these topics: 

Wildflowers — Dorothy Thetford 
The Texas Two-Step (fire ant control) - Joanne Fellows 
Fall Vegetable Gardening — Gene Gumfory 
Garden Gates and Fences— Diane Land  
Earthkind Roses— Gene Gumfory 
Backyard Habitats — Janet Gershenfeld and Joan Stanley 
Cheryl and I, and the appreciative audience want to say,  
“Job well done and thanks so much” to all the presenters 
who did such a great job and so generously offered their 
time and expertise.   
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I have three Orange Heart Rose Bushes that I would 
love to pass along.  They were purchased from  
Chandlers Nursery after I saw them in Scotty’s garden 
at the Garden Tour.  They have not done well in my 
garden and if someone would like to adopt them, I 
would be happy to see them in a better home. 
Please contact Carolyn at ctinner@aol.com if you are 
interested.   
 

 
 
 

I have a push spreader for ‘pass it along’ - Please contact Audrey at  
amrobinson4@verizon.net 

Judy Stewart 
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CONNIE YOUNGBLOOD 

Constructing a Hypertufa TroughConstructing a Hypertufa TroughConstructing a Hypertufa TroughConstructing a Hypertufa Trough    
 
Assemble the following supplies: 
 MoldMoldMoldMold, includes saucer, bowl, planter, or box 
 Plastic liner,Plastic liner,Plastic liner,Plastic liner, any type of lightweight plastic to line the mold (e. g. garbage bag) 
 Mixing containersMixing containersMixing containersMixing containers to measure and mix ingredients 
 Dowels or sticksDowels or sticksDowels or sticksDowels or sticks to make drainage holes 
 GlovesGlovesGlovesGloves, rubber or latex 
 Face maskFace maskFace maskFace mask for the mouth and nose 
 Wire brushesWire brushesWire brushesWire brushes to roughen finish on outside of trough 
 Optional:  ¼” hardware cloth to screen peat moss 
       Concrete dye 
           Reinforcement fibers, such as Fibermesh 
 Trough Ingredients:Trough Ingredients:Trough Ingredients:Trough Ingredients:    
  Portland Cement (NOT QUICKCRETE) 1 part 
  Sphagnum peat moss    1- 1 ½ parts 
  Coarse sand (builders sand) or perlite  1- 1 ½ parts 
        (Note:  Perlite is lighter in weight, but sand gives a smoother finish.) 
  Water      1 part  
Prepare the mold ahead of time, placing the plastic liner on all interior sides of the mold.  Wear gloves when making 
your trough; the materials are caustic to the skin.  To avoid inhaling dust from the dry ingredients, wear a face mask 
over the mouth and nose. 

 
MIXING AND ASSEMBLINGMIXING AND ASSEMBLINGMIXING AND ASSEMBLINGMIXING AND ASSEMBLING    
Place hardware cloth over mixing container to screen peat moss.  If you desire 
a more textured look on the outside of the container, screening is not neces-
sary. 
Combine dry materials – Portland cement, peat moss, and sand or perlite, and 
mix well, breaking up any clumps. 
Add water to moisten – generally about 1 part water is sufficient.  Mix thor-
oughly.  The mixture should be the texture of thick oatmeal so it doesn’t ooze 
water.  If the mixture is too soggy, simply add equal parts of the dry ingredi-
ents until you reach the desired consistency. 
Optional:  At this stage, add 1 part reinforcement fibers if the trough will be 
larger than two feet.  Also, add concrete dye if you want a colored container – 
incorporate just enough dye to color up the mixture. 
Pack the mixture into the plastic-lined mold, building from the bottom up.  
Make sure the depth of mixture is at least 1-2” on all sides. 
If the container is to be used as a planter, insert wooden dowels into the bot-
tom for drainage holes. 
 

UNMOLDING AND FINISHINGUNMOLDING AND FINISHINGUNMOLDING AND FINISHINGUNMOLDING AND FINISHING    
Place the trough in a sheltered place for about 48 hours before unmolding.  Cover with  plastic to retain moisture.  
The more slowly the concrete hardens, the stronger the finished trough will be. 
After separating the trough form the mold, remove the plastic lining and dowels.  Use wire brushes to smooth the 
outside walls and edges. 
Let the new container harden a week or two. 
Leave outdoors for about four weeks to cure, exposing it to the elements.  This allows excess lime to leach out of the 
concrete. 
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May your stuffing be tastyMay your stuffing be tastyMay your stuffing be tastyMay your stuffing be tasty    
May your turkey beMay your turkey beMay your turkey beMay your turkey be    plump,plump,plump,plump,    

May your potatoes and gravyMay your potatoes and gravyMay your potatoes and gravyMay your potatoes and gravy    

Have never a lump.Have never a lump.Have never a lump.Have never a lump.    
May your yams be deliciousMay your yams be deliciousMay your yams be deliciousMay your yams be delicious    

And your pies take the prize,And your pies take the prize,And your pies take the prize,And your pies take the prize,    
And may your Thanksgiving dinnerAnd may your Thanksgiving dinnerAnd may your Thanksgiving dinnerAnd may your Thanksgiving dinner    

Stay off your thighs!Stay off your thighs!Stay off your thighs!Stay off your thighs! 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATIONADDITIONAL INFORMATIONADDITIONAL INFORMATIONADDITIONAL INFORMATION    
Rain can do the work to give your trough a natural, weathered, and aged look.  To age more quickly, douse the out-
side with manure tea, diluted buttermilk, yogurt, etc. 
To hasten the leaching of the inside for planting, a mixture of ½ white vinegar and ½ water can be brushed on sev-
eral times until it stops bubbling. 
To plant, place a small piece of window screen over the drainage holes. 
There are several other methods of making troughs, including forming your own free-form design over packed wet 
sand and using wooden or cardboard boxes to form the shape. 
Formula variations range from 1-1-1 to 1-2-2.  If your mixture is too soggy, just add more dry ingredients. 
 

Planting Your TroughPlanting Your TroughPlanting Your TroughPlanting Your Trough    
 
Once your trough has fully cured, it is ready for planting.  Virtually any plant 
can be used in planting a trough.  It depends largely on the nature of plant, 
the side of the trough and the level of interest and time the gardener has tin 
order to maintain a trough garden.  Traditionally, alpine and rock garden 
plants are planted in a trough because they are well-suited for this medium.  
However, most annuals, perennials, succulents, bulbs, small trees and 
shrubs, and in general, most garden plants are suitable for a trough.  It de-
pends on how often the gardener would like to maintain and/or replant the 
trough. 
 
There are several things to consider when planting a trough garden: 

• Using plants that are naturally slow-growing or dwarf plants vs. “Normal-sized” plants.  These include dwarf 
conifers or plants that could be shaped into bonsai. 

• The limited amount of soil media.  This will limit the level of plant growth and number of plants in the 
trough. 

• The cold hardiness of the plant material.  Ask yourself if you would like to leave the trough outside year-
round or take it inside for the winter. 

• Shade vs. Sun.  Ask yourself where you will place the trough in your garden – in a shady or sunny area?  How 
much you want to water, especially during the growing season.  Here, plant selection is key.  If you don’t 
want to be watering daily, consider using plants that are more drought-tolerant, such as sedums, cacti, or 
other succulents.  Depending on the plant material, make sure to include drainage holes when constructing 
the trough to allow for proper drainage. 

For more information, please check this website:  http://www.the-artistic-garden.com/hypertufa.html   
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All bromeliads are composed of a spiral arrangement of leaves sometimes called a "rosette". The bases of the leaves 
in the rosette may overlap tightly to form a water reservoir. This central cup also collects leaf litter and insects hap-
pen to land in it. The flower stalk of this plant is produced from the center of the rosette. With rare exceptions, bro-
meliads only flower a single time - once the plant stops producing leaves and produces its flower, it will not start 
making leaves again. It will, however, produce new plantlets called "offsets" or "pups". These plants will feed off the 
"mother" plant until they are large enough to set roots of their own and survive as a separate plant. The mother may 
sometimes survive a generation or two before finally dying off.  
Will my plant bloom again?Will my plant bloom again?Will my plant bloom again?Will my plant bloom again?  
Like most of the bromeliads this plant only blooms a single time. As the plants grow by adding new leaves from the 
center, it becomes impossible to continue growth after flowering since the inflorescence blocks new leaf growth. The 
plants direct their energy into growing new vegetative offsets (pups) from growing buds at the base of the leaves.     
How to I get my bromeliad to bloom?How to I get my bromeliad to bloom?How to I get my bromeliad to bloom?How to I get my bromeliad to bloom?  
This variety blooms when it is about two years old.  Depending on the weather conditions, it blooms between late 
August and October.  When they are separated and repotted in the Spring they tend to bloom later.  We’ve had 
blooms as late as December.  To encourage your plant to grow quicker, you can make sure it is well fertilized and wa-
tered and is receiving the proper amount of light and warmth. A small addition of Epsom Salts (Magnesium sulfate) 
may help promote growth and initiate blooming. Magnesium is critical for the production of chlorophyll and flowers. It 
helps strengthen cell walls and improves plants' uptake of nitrogen, phosphorus, and sulfur.  
When should I remove the new plants forming around the original?When should I remove the new plants forming around the original?When should I remove the new plants forming around the original?When should I remove the new plants forming around the original?  
Bromeliads start forming pups after they bloom (and many times before). These pups are ready to be separated when 
they reach about 1/3 to 1/2 the size of the parent plant. If the pup is starting to form roots, that's a good indication 
that the plant can survive on its own. Pups may be removed by cutting with a sharp knife or clippers as close to the 
mother plant as possible. We often separate the pups in the Spring when we take them out of the greenhouse and 
throw away the old plants that have bloomed. 
The longer you leave the pups on the mother plant the quicker they will reach maturity (taking nourishment from 
mom). Feel free to trim back the leaves of the parent plant if they start interfering with the growth of the pup. Alter-
natively, taking the pups a bit smaller will encourage the mother plant to throw more pups sooner. It depends on 
whether you want a bunch of plants (for bedding or to share with friends) or if you just want a few that will mature 
quicker.  Alternatively, if you have a number of evenly spaced pups around the mother, you may opt to cut away the 
mother plant and let the pups form a clump.  

Claud and Shirlee Singer 
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What kind of potting mix should I use?What kind of potting mix should I use?What kind of potting mix should I use?What kind of potting mix should I use?  
Again, this depends on the type of bromeliad but for most commonly cultivated brome-
liads, use a light, well-draining mix. One of the standard recipes in use by many grow-
ers is to make a mix of equal parts of (1) mulch/pine bark nuggets, (2) perlite and (3) 
composted peat or professional potting mix (a soil-less mix). You want the medium to 
be able to be moistened easily but drain well.  
How do I fertilize them?How do I fertilize them?How do I fertilize them?How do I fertilize them?  
Bromeliads are generally slow-growing plants that do not need a large amount of fer-
tilizer. The best method seems to be use slow, time-release fertilizers lightly sprinked 
around the base of the plant. Never place fertilizer grains directly in the cup of tank 
bromeliads:  Doing this will probably burn the foliage and might foster the growth of 
algae or invite rot. Liquid fertilizer is another good method.  Use 1/2 to 1/4 of the rec-
ommended strength and spray several times per season. Flush tank bromeliads occa-
sionally to prevent the buildup of salts that may damage leaves.  
How much water do they need?How much water do they need?How much water do they need?How much water do they need?  
Bromeliads that have a rosette of overlapping leaves that retain water (often called "tank bromeliads") should have 
the rosette kept full of water. Distilled water or rainwater is generally better than tap water (especially if you have 
hard water). It is a good idea to empty or flush the tank every couple of months and refill it with fresh water. This 
will clear out organic debris and lessen any chance of fungal rot. In nature, these plants have evolved to catch organic 
matter, which rots, fertilizing the plants. In cultivation, growers like to keep their plants tidy and debris-free and 
supplement them with fertilizer to make up for the nutritional loss. Keep the soil around the bromeliad moist (but not 
wet).  
How much light do bromeliads need?How much light do bromeliads need?How much light do bromeliads need?How much light do bromeliads need?  
That depends a lot on the type of bromeliad. This plant has stiffer, spiny leaves and enjoys bright, filtered light.  Pay 
attention to your plants and they will tell you if they are unhappy. If a plant is being grown in too little light, it will 
often lose the bright colors that it had when you bought it. In addition to turning greener (adding chlorophyll) to 
make the most of the lower light level, many plants will start growing much longer leaves increasing their surface 
area to compensate. If your plant starts getting "leggy", try moving it (gradually) to a brighter area. The plant will 
respond by regaining its color and "tightening up" to form a dense rosette with shorter leaves.  
On the other extreme, too much light can be the culprit if the plant's color starts fading or "bleaching". If brown, sun-
burned spots start appearing on portions of the leaves, it is a clear indication that the plant is getting too much light. 
Sometimes a plant that should be able to take more light fades or burns when placed in a sunny area. This plant has 
probably been living outside under a tree before you obtained it.  
What is causing the leaf tips to turn brown?What is causing the leaf tips to turn brown?What is causing the leaf tips to turn brown?What is causing the leaf tips to turn brown?  
Usually, this is a sign that the plant is too dry. Bromeliads, in general, are very hardy plants capable of surviving much 
abuse and neglect. To keep them looking their best (and avoid browning leaf tips), you should always keep some wa-
ter in the central cup (for tank bromeliads) and keep the potting medium evenly moist (but not overly wet). 
This information has been edited from http://www.bsi.org/ or from personal experience. For more information check 

the Website. 
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We hope you enjoyed your Quarterly ROTO TELLER; let us know what you like and don’t like— 
E-mail the Editor at ROTOTELLER06@aol.com.  Also send suggestions, comments, or questions.  
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