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DCMGA Bids “Happy Trails” to John  

John Cooper, status:  

Seventy-five DCMGA members and guests were on hand 
at Upper Trinity Regional Water District on April 16 to 
honor John Cooper who is retiring as Denton County 
Horticulture Agent at the end of the month.  There was 
a full agenda for John’s retirement celebration pro-
gram that included lots of fun memories as we honored 
John for his dedication and support of Denton County 
Master Gardeners. 
The Board elected to rename our annual educator 
award the “John N. Cooper Educator Award”.  John is 
the first recipient of the John N. Cooper Annual Educa-
tor Award, and he was presented a plaque by Sandy 
Hiatte at the celebration.  He was also presented a 
Lifetime Membership to DCMGA and received his 
“official” badge from Donna Wolfe.  There was a video 
presentation prepared by Janie Farler that brought 
back many fun times for all who attended, and we sent 
John and his wife Terry into retirement with some 

great gifts.  Annie Brackin 
presented a heartfelt read-
ing from the Bible that re-
flected the respect we all 
have for John and our good 
wishes for his future.  At 
the end of the celebration 
everyone stood to give John 
the ovation he deserves and 
sang the Dale Evans classic 
“Happy Trails” led by Jenny 
Estes to send him into a 
happy retirement. 
“The Garden Guy Hangs Up 
His Hoe” 

The following editorial appeared in the April 19 edition 
of the Denton Record Chronicle.  It reflects the respect 
that many Denton County residents have for John. 
“It was a brief editor’s note at the top of one of the 
Record-Chronicle’s regular columns, and it stunned us 
to such a degree that we cannot now remember what 
the column itself was about. 
“What the one-paragraph editor’s note said was that 
the column’s author, John Cooper, was retiring as 
Denton County’s extension agent for horticulture and 
also as this newspaper’s regular columnist on all things 
green and leafy.  He has been both for 23 years, and 
we frankly do not know how Denton County’s gardeners 
are going to get along without him. 
“He was known around this office, where brown 
thumbs abound, as ‘the garden guy,’ and anyone who 
dealt with him could attest not only to his expertise 
but also to his friendliness and winning personality.   

His columns, dealing with the arcane business of  
horticulture, sometimes stumped the editors who were 
assigned to read them, but Cooper never considered 
any question too naïve or downright stupid to answer.  
The experts in the office—and there are some, believe 
it or not; you should see the boss’s roses—simply took 
him at his word. 
“John Cooper is one of the few Denton County public 
servants whose work can literally be seen in all corners 
of the county.  For 23 years, he has answered questions 
on horticulture from governments and private residents 
alike, and the county is healthier and more beautiful 
for it. 
“What is more, he has enlisted and trained a veritable 
army of skilled, like-minded people to help spread the 
word about wise stewardship of the land.  They are 
called Master Gardeners, and John Cooper is the com-
mander-in-chief. 
“When he came to Denton County as an extension 
agent in 1985, Cooper started the Master Gardener 
program.  To become a Master Gardener, a person 
must attend some 70 hours of classes in horticulture 
and then pass an extensive examination on the course 
work.  Hundreds of Denton County residents have be-
come Master Gardeners, and have used their knowl-
edge to improve their own lawns and gardens.  The 
program would have proved a worthy one if that’s all 
they did, but they have done much more. 
“To retain certification, every Master Gardener must 
take continuing education hours every year.  Even 
more important, they must volunteer a certain number 
of hours each year to individuals, community groups or 
local governments.  Their expertise and volunteer 
spirit not only resulted in more attractive land, but in 
land that is more self-sustaining and friendly to the 
environment around it.  For a Master Gardener, pretty 
is good, but healthy is just as important. 
“In that way, John Cooper and his Master Gardeners 
have had an admittedly grimy hand in the beautifica-
tion of private and public land from one end of the 
county to the other. (cont. on page 2) 
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Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
2008 WALK THROUGH THE GARDENS 

 TOUR AND PLANT SALE 

Congratulations to Denton County Master Gardeners for 
the successful 2008 Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
Garden Tour and Plant Sale.  This year’s event surpassed 
all expectations including ticket sales, number of visitors 
and financial returns.  Out financial success for the event 
will support our scholarship and education programs for 
2008 and beyond.  Heartfelt thanks go to the following 
team leads for their tireless work on this year’s event: 

PROJECT LEADER - LINDA WILLIAMS 
PUBILICITY - ADELE PETTY AND NANCY ROSS 
EDUCATION PROGRAM - CAROLYN TINNER 
MERCHANDISE SALES - JACKIE KERSTETTER 

GARDENS/CAPTAINS COORDINATOR - DARLA BOSTICK 
COMPLIANCE - SANDY HIATTE 

BUDGET PLANNING - ZOE BROXSON 
PLANT SALE - MARY MORROW 

Special thanks go to Kathy Koza and Darla Bostick for the 
design of the beautiful promotional posters and bro-
chures. 
Carolyn Tinner’s education team provided a venue for 
education topics in the tour gardens: 

Soil Testing - Al Kirchhoff 
Butterfly Gardening - Joanne Fellows 

Bonsai - Tom Edmondson 
Creating a Natural Habitat in the Garden -  

Janet Gershenfeld and Diane Burch 

This year’s gardens offered diversity in design,  
educational opportunities, beauty and pleasure for our 
visitors. 
Thanks to the following garden owners and their captains 
for their generosity and hard work: 

RIDING THE RAILS 
Owner-Jennie Estes - Captain Evelyn McMillan  

SECRET GARDEN 
Owner-Janet Gershenfeld   

Captains Diana Kline/Joan Stanley   
WATERWISE GARDEN 

Owner-Anita Maynor - Captain Cindy Reece  
SUNNY NATIVE GARDEN 

Owner-Rica Potenz Captain Terri Smith 
 ARGYLE HILLTOP ELEMENTARY OLA 

Project Leaders-Kathleen Gielink/Shelli Stone 
Captains Carol Fitch/Kristin Anthony 

Ticket sale contest was a great success.  Connie Gregory 
sold the most tickets with 49, and Elizabeth Snapp came 
in second with 18 tickets sold.  The winning class is our 
2008 Intern Class 
Last and certainly not least, thanks go to our many  
members who worked on planning this year’s events, 
helped prepare the gardens, provided crafts and plants, 
sold tickets, prepared display posters and participated in 
the many tasks needed to accomplish such success. 
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What could be more perfect than a crisp sunny 
spring day and you are surrounded by over 2000 
plants of every kind...and they are for sale!  There 
were a lot of happy gardeners that day, not only 
buying plants, but crafts, containers, garden sup-
plies, gift baskets and receiving free garden advice.   
And who was responsible for making  over 400 gar-
deners happy?  The Denton County Master Gardener 
Association’s members who potted, carted, toted,  
arranged, and then hung around to answer any  
question the gardeners had about what, where and 
when to plant, and then at the end of the day 
cleaned it all up.  It is an amazing feat to accom-
plish all of that and when all was said and done still 
have a smile on your face.   

We again had a banner year for sales, approximately 
$5200.  More importantly, is all the hard work and 
dedication to the cause by 54 Master Gardeners that 
started many months before the event, at all the 
potting parties, and those that toiled in their gar-
dens to donate plants, (over 1600 plants were do-
nated by members) and then everyone coming to-
gether to put on the most fantastic day in a fabulous 
location.   
Many, many, many thanks to all of you - once again 
you made it all possible. 
    Mary Morrow 
    Plant Sale Chairperson 
    

SUCCESS ABOUNDS AT THE 2008 SPRING PLANT SALE 

(cont from page 1)“(cont from page 1)“(cont from page 1)“(cont from page 1)“We have since gone back to re-read John Cooper’s last column.  It was about fire ants, and the 
need to use fresh bait if one is to make any headway in driving the tiny beasts away.  It was no-nonsense and to the 
point, just like the man and his work have been for 23 years.  It did not even mention his retirement, and offered no 
sentimental goodbyes.  ‘Buy only as much fire ant bait as you need at the time’, it ended.  ‘Test the material by 
sprinkling fresh bait granules in front of foraging ants.  If they pick it up, the bait will work.  If they don’t, buy a 
fresh batch.’  
“Concise and invaluable advice like that, and the beautiful garden spots that result from it, will be John Cooper’s 
legacy, and it is a fitting and important one.” (More pictures are available at dcmga.com newsletter picture gallery.) 
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New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...New Kids on the Block...    
Lots of new faces running around DCMGA-here are a few of their stories... 

Marlene Hoffman...lives in Highland Vil-
lage and has gardened for 60 plus years, since she 

was a young child in Ohio, NY, PA and Houston.  

Marlene’s garden hobbies are shrubs, trees, orna-

mentals, landscaping and wildlife.  Becoming a Mas-

ter Gardener will increase her knowledge of garden-

ing, sharing with the community as steward for en-

hancing and preserving the environment. 

Sue Hudiburgh...lives in Carrollton and 
has gardened for 35 years in TX.  Her gardening ex-
perience includes containers, vegetables, herbs 
flowers and landscape design; she attended a class 
at CCCC in home landscape design.  She hopes to 
learn more about gardening, especially wildlife and 
community gardening. 

 

 

 

....NOW I CAN EAT IN PEACE ... 

 TO PREVENT OUR NEW PUPPY FROM WOLFING DOWN THE  CAT’S FOOD 

WE PUT THE DISH IN A CUPBOARD   

 

 

SEND YOUR FAVORITE  “CRITTER IN YOUR YARD” 

     PHOTO TO ROTOTELLER06@AOL.COM 

Renee Laidlaw...lives in Lewisville and has 
gardened here and in CA for 5 years.  She specializes 

in flowers, trees and church gardens.  She is active 

in KLB and by becoming a MG Renee will help beau-

tify Lewisville and make the world a better place for 

her children.  
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Ginny Lassiter...lives in Denton and gardened 
in OK, MI, and LA for about 7 or 8 yrs.  Ginny was 
raised on an earthworm farm and she enjoys flowers, 
vegetables, house plants and trees.  Ginny looks for-
ward to learning more about gardening and to volun-
teer helping others and at the same time doing what 
she enjoys. 

Maxine Lindauer...lives in Oak Point and 
has gardened for 11 yrs here and in Travis Co.  She 
enjoys vegetables, containers, prairie restoration, 
wildlife habitat, xeriscaping, native and water wise 
landscaping.  Maxine hopes to learn more to help the 
community while becoming a MG. 

Dianne Ooten...lives in Corinth, and has gar-
dened for about 5 years in CA and New Mexico.  She 

enjoys landscape design, flowers and ornamentals.  

She became a MG to spend time with like-minded 

people while enjoying the outdoors and digging in 

the dirt. 

Shirley Manfredi...lives in Pilot Point and 
has gardened in N TX for 25 years.   She specializes 

in roses, vegetables and landscape plants.  Shirley 

hopes to increase her knowledge about gardening 

and be a part of a same-interest group. 

Barbara Martinez...lives in Providence 
Village, her gardening experience spans 30 years in N 
TX and the Houston area.  Her garden hobbies are 
soil improvement, attracting beneficials, antique 
roses, organic solutions.  She became a Master Gar-
dener for personal achievement and community in-
volvement. 
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FOLLOW UP MEETING 
If you were part of this event and/or attended this event  you are invited  to discuss "what 
would you definitely repeat and what would you add or change" at our   “ It’s  a Wrap-2008 
Garden Tour & Plant Sale  Celebration”  .  Of course it won’t be all thinking and talking about 
the tour.  We will have  plenty of time to have some fun, kick back and eat!  You know how 

much  our group enjoys food and socializing! 

Where:  Zoe Broxson's 
When:   11:00 a.m.   Thursday, June 12th   

What to Bring:  Yourself and a favorite dish to share and of course your ideas 

RSVP:  Linda Williams 972-355-3780 or lylelinda@msn.com  
As with any event, there is a lot to discuss and we really  want everyone's thoughts on what 
made this year successful, what could we do better and how will we grow these events in the 

future.  Planners,  garden owners, garden captains, garden helpers, diggers, potters, carriers, 
educators, ticket and plant sellers,  publicity, all the behind the scene volunteers and DCMGA 

attendees,  let's relax, enjoy the success and begin building for the 2009 event. 

Hope to hear from all of you! 
THANKS  again for making this 2008 garden tour and plant sale so fun and successful for all 

participants.  Linda Williams 
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Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet 
2008 WALK THROUGH THE GARDENS 

 TOUR AND PLANT SALE 

DUES ARE DUE:  DUES ARE DUE:  DUES ARE DUE:  DUES ARE DUE:  Several of our active DCMGA members have not been credited with paying their dues 
for 2008.  Please take a look at your records and if you do not find you have submitted $15 for your 
2008 dues, please send in your check to the extension office right away.  Be sure to mark the check 
"dues" so it is not credited for another purpose.  Members whose dues have not been credited by the 
end of the month (May) will be contacted individually by email or telephone in June.  NOTE:  Interns 
dues are included in the fee for class. 

  
 
GARDEN TIP:  You can arrange containers so that plants can attract and repel insects or flies according 
to your needs. Some plants emit allelochemicals from their roots or leaves, which repel pests. For example, 
sweet basil can frighten away hover flies that bother your fennel. And beans attract insects that eat leaf 
beetles, which harm your corn. 

DCMGA members attended Earth-Kind Seminar called "Creating A Beautiful, 
Easy-Care Earth-Kind Landscape".  This was presented at the Discovery Gardens 
at Fair Park in Dallas.  The presenter was Dr. Steve George, Professor and Land-
scape Horticulture Specialist, Texas ArgiLife Extension Service, Coit Road in Dal-
las.  He spoke of soil science and management, Earth-Kind fertilizers, basic princi-
ples of landscape design, Earth-Kind roses, and selecting the best plants for your 
garden.  Attending were Carolyn Richard, Debbie Vanness, Judy Guthrie, Sher 
Garnish, Amy Marcotte, Ruth Orpin, and Peggy Widmer.  Submitted by  

       Peggy Widmer. 
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This all started in the spring of 2007, after moving to my family’s ranch in Cuero, TX, and  I really 
wanted to have a garden. After a few tries of digging in our never before tilled sandy soil, I knew this 
wouldn’t work. There had to be other options!  
 One day a friend of ours gave us some large black rubber buckets, these were empty molasses 
buckets used for feeding cattle. After drilling holes in the bottoms for drainage I added 3cubic feet of 
good garden soil to each bucket. I then planted tomatoes and jalapeno peppers in 5 buckets. 

Then the monsoon season of 2007 set in and Cuero received 50 inches of rain by the middle of 
June, almost twice as much as the usual amount for this area. We all know what happened next. My to-
matoes and peppers stopped growing, too much water and not enough sunshine.  After the monsoon 
season stopped,  about August, I was picking lots of tomatoes and peppers, more than we could eat.  
We were eating fresh veggies until the first frost right before Thanksgiving… 

Soon after my garden planning for 08 began! I mowed a large section of grass  and covered it 
with black plastic for several months. With the leftover tumbled brick from our home I made a large 
border around the edge creating an 11 x 25 ft. rectangle. My plan was to fill it with mulch until I real-
ized there wasn’t a bulk supply for mulch in this area. Stone was my only option, so stone it was….after 
locating a supplier, three cubic yards was delivered and I began spreading.  Hours later I was still 
spreading and beat, so I called my husband over with his toy tractor and he finished the spreading for 
me. 

Then came the process of collecting buckets, drilling holes and filling them with soil.  During this 
time my husband Keith designed a lovely bottle tree for the center of the garden plot. Each arm of the 
tree is made from concrete rebar, cut, heated, bent and welded into shape. Of course this lovely crea-
tion needed a special planter so I designed and made a large hypertufa for its base. 

After the tree was completed and set into the base with concrete we hauled it out to the garden 
with the help of the tractor.  I had been saving pretty bottles from various occasions, anniversaries, 
birthdays, Christmas, all for the tree. In the breeze the tree gently quivers adding beautiful colors to the 
garden. The tree base is planted with various succulents, hens and chicks, ice plants and a few others. 

My garden now consists of 20 buckets planted with sweet peas, yellow and white onions, 
jalapeño peppers, bell peppers, red potatoes, lettuce, green beans, kohlrabi, tomatoes, yellow and 
green squash. All of the buckets are mulched, some caged and all are doing very well. 

This has been a much easier way to garden here, and no worry with weeds. I’ve only had one 
bucket dug into by a pesky critter but the green beans are recovering….. 

 
 

Gardening Country Style 
Selena schindler 
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The Organic Lawn Care 
Manual 

by Paul Boardway Tukey 
and Nell Newman 

Storey Books, 2007 

 

Yes, you can have an organic lawn.  
The author provides a thoughtful 
guide to assist you in transforming 
your chemically addicted lawn into a 
healthy yard that you can run through  
barefoot .  There are many photos to 
illustrate the activities the author is 
describing in the text.  You learn how 
to start your lawn from seed, sod, or 
renovate your existing space.  There 
are many 12 Step lists throughout the 
book for planning the transition, such 
as choosing the right grass, renovating 
the lawn, and mowing basics.  Once 
you have converted, there are 
suggestions for controlling weeds, 
insects, and animal pests.  You might 
be surprised when you find out that 
some of  those things you find in your 
yard are beneficial.  Mole anyone? 

 

 

 
 

The Way We Garden Now 
 
By Katherine Whiteside 
 
Crown Publishing, 2007 
 
 

 

This eclectic mix of  41 garden 
projects is sure to inspire both the new 
gardener and the avid old pro.  The 
author suggests the size and scope of  
the project with a range from easy to 
complex.  A couple of  small projects 
would be “Create a Compost Pile” and 
“Save Some Herbs”.  Large project 
ideas are “Build a Dad-io Patio” and 
“Choose the Right Rose”.  There is 
broad range of  projects for every skill 
level.  The author provides detailed 
lists of  supplies and easy to follow 
instructions.  There are many sidebars 
with additional information to add 
detail.  Each chapter is illustrated 
with very vibrant watercolors to 
illustrate the topic.  Detailed drawings 
are included to help create your own 
plan. 

BOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWS    
BRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLEBRENT BLOECHLE    
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Think Green Think Green Think Green Think Green     
Adapted by Laura Malamud from the Daily GreenAdapted by Laura Malamud from the Daily GreenAdapted by Laura Malamud from the Daily GreenAdapted by Laura Malamud from the Daily Green 

 

Bring a bag:Bring a bag:Bring a bag:Bring a bag: When you go shopping, bring a reusable tote to carry your groceries or other items after 
making purchases. This reduces the number of plastic and paper bags discarded after a shopping trip. 

Reuse water bottles:Reuse water bottles:Reuse water bottles:Reuse water bottles: Less than 20 percent of plastic water bottles get recycled after a single use, so in-
stead of buying a pack of plastic bottles, drink from the tap or purchase a reusable water bottle and fill it 
up each time. 

Save electricity:Save electricity:Save electricity:Save electricity: Washing clothes in cold water and putting them outside to dry instead of using the dryer 
helps save electricity. Open a window and let in the light instead of flipping a light switch, and use 
smaller kitchen appliances when possible, like a toaster oven instead of a conventional oven. 

Reduce gas guzzling:Reduce gas guzzling:Reduce gas guzzling:Reduce gas guzzling: Obeying the speed limit helps reduce unnecessary acceleration, which will save on 
the amount of gas used and the percentage of carbon dioxide produced by your car. Also, keep your 
tires properly inflated to improve your mileage, and try not to "warm up" the car in cold weather unless 
it is absolutely necessary. 

Stop paper bills:Stop paper bills:Stop paper bills:Stop paper bills: Many companies offer electronic options for purchasing and maintaining products, elimi-
nating the need to send or receive paper bills. Online statements are available and automatic payments 
can be set up through the company's site or your bank.  

Shop at local markets:Shop at local markets:Shop at local markets:Shop at local markets: Not only will your food be fresher and healthier, but you will also save gas by not 
having to travel as far to a grocery store. Shopping at a farmer's market also helps preserve local farms 
that might otherwise have to be sold to make room for development. ( We have a Farmers Market in 
Denton County at the Bayless-Selby House and  Bartonville Town Center during the summer months.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPEAKERS BUREAU, ADVANCE TRAINING AND PUBLICITY PRESENTS 

 
 

 
Rodney Sowalskie, assisted by his two charming and helpful sons, delivers 
the final of 5 Monday night lectures at the Denton North Branch Library.  
Landscape design was his topic, from conception, through drawing to  
completion. Gene Gumfory, Joanne Fellows and Linda Harvey were the other  
lecturers, with topics from butterflies, vegetables to superstars. Over 40  
persons attended each program, many attending several classes and asking 
terrific questions. There were usually several MGs in attendance to help 
with answers as well. The series seems to be filling a desired niche and will 
continue in the fall!    Diana Block   

 IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
PURCHASE A  
‘THINK GREEN’  

GLASS BLOCK, PLEASE 
CONTACT MARY MORROW 

OR DONNA WOLFE 
$15 (W/O LIGHTS)  
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DENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATIONDENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATIONDENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATIONDENTON COUNTY MASTER GARDENER ASSOCIATION    
BOARD MEETINGBOARD MEETINGBOARD MEETINGBOARD MEETING    

May, 7 2008May, 7 2008May, 7 2008May, 7 2008    
    

    I.I.I.I.    CALL TO ORDER    
President Zoe Broxson called the DCMGA Board of Directors meeting to order at 10:05am in Denton, TX.  Those in attendance 
were Zoe Broxson, Elizabeth Snapp, Sandy Hiatte, Jackie Kerstetter, Maurine LeBeau, Mary Morrow, Kyle Nayfa, Cheryl Parkin-
son, Adele Petty, Brenda Wellenreiter, Annell Burns, Linda Williams and Donna Wolfe. 
    II.II.II.II.    MINUTES 
DCMGA Secretary, Brenda Wellenreiter, presented the minutes to the Board via email.  They were accepted as amended. 
 III. TREASURER’S REPORT 
Brenda Wellenreiter, Treasurer, submitted the Treasurer’s Report.  Brenda put the report in a form better suited to her.  Expenses 
exceeded the budget for the retirement luncheon due to the fact that we had planned for 100 attendees, and only 75 paid to attend.  
We will ask the caterer to make an adjustment.  The overage will be split between the Hospitality and Miscellaneous Operating 
budget categories.  Income for gifts exceeded the amount spent by $170.  Zoe will purchase an additional gift of a VISA gift card 
and send to John with a note.  Many members have not paid 2008 dues.  We will include a notice in the next RotoTeller and make an 
announcement at our next meeting.  Beginning in June we contact members who have not yet paid....    
 IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A. Project Administration – Linda reported that Dottie Woodson from the Agrilife Extension on Coit Road wants to train Denton 
County Master Gardeners to do presentations at Upper Trinity about SSSSmartscape and then present it to the homeowners associations 
in the area.  Clear Creek in Aubrey wants to build classrooms and mimic LISDOLA.  The Master Naturalist are helping with that. 
B.  Ways and Means – Jackie reported that she had potted 68 gift containers and 10 gift baskets to sell at the Plant Sale.  We will 
have more to sell than planned now.  
C.  Communications – Adele was praised for the great job has been doing with publicity for the GPP Garden Tour & Plant Sale. 
D.  County Coordinator – Donna sent 24 requests for    background checks. Some people don’t want theirs run.  It will be necessary to 
enforce the requirement for member background checks as they are necessary for members who work with children (potentially all 
our projects and events).        We have no idea when we may get a replacement for John. AT opportunities are:  Wildflowers Under the 
Canopy at Cross Timbers 5/15/08 and CPR and First Aid Training at the extension office 5/31/08.  We approved both.   
E.  Help Desk – Elizabeth is currently training 19 interns.  She has four trainers helping her and could use more.  She would like vets 
with experience on the helpdesk.  She asked that we not add any more responsibility until she gets everyone trained and in place.  
We may need another computer to network with the other computer and Donna.  We did not discuss this further.  Elizabeth plans to 
have a meeting later this month or in June to discuss current Help Desk issues and possible solutions.  .  .  .  Mary requested Q&A for the 
Ask the MG feature in the RotoTeller. 
F.  AT-Dianna Block is planning a full lecture series with Judy Stuart.  Lectures have been well attended with 35-45 people at each.   
G.  Program –The July 9 meeting will be held in the evening at the Denton North Library.  August is still open.  Linda Ragsdale had 
been scheduled for the September program but has    had to cancel due to foot surgery.  Norman Werback will do an irrigation pro-
gram.  Native Dave will be here in October.  That meeting will be at 6:30 pm.  In November we will tour the Gaylord.   
 V.   ANNOUNCEMENTS 
A.  Next years state conference will be in Marshall, Texas.  They only have 25 members so they will need help.  The board is in fa-
vor of offering our help to them.    
B.  Dave Johnson is taking over for Doug Richards for the state website    and Ginger Bason is doing awards.  Doug Welsh will be 
replaced by Jayla Frey.  Doug    will be the Associate Department Head for Horticulture.  
C. Denton County did very well in awards this year.   See President’s Corner for details. 
D. Vegetable Show – Maurine reported that with the upcoming Commission elections, there may be a need to rent tables.  If Pete 

Kamp wins, she may be able to help us out.  Maurine will research and determine if additional funds will be required.  The re-
sponse for help from interns has been good.   

E.  Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet – Linda reported that 300 tickets had been sold. There will be 75 to sell the day of the tour.        
We could still use a little more help from volunteers for various gardens.   
F.  Zoe presented a document outlining options with pros and cons for the 2009 Intern Class in light of possibly not having a new 
agent by January.  The board has been asked to review the pros and cons and possibly develop additional options.  This will be an 
important topic at the June board meeting, and Zoe will ask for a board decision at that time. 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:07pm. 
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"I have two live oak trees that were planted by the builder about five years 
ago.  They have been "looking bad" for about 18 months.  I am worried that 

they are too close to the retaining wall.  Also, they left that wire thing around the 
tree when they planted it." 

Builders frequently plant balled and burlap trees because they are 

cheaper.  A common problem with recently planted bare-root trees is that the 

roots are girdled and eventually strangled by the wires (or plastic or string) 

that surrounds the burlap.  Those should have been removed when the tree was 

planted.  If the wires are allowed to remain, the tree will probably die, sometimes in as 

little as a year, and sometimes longer.  Another common problem is that trees 

are planted too deeply.  To add insult to injury, many times the homeowner will then 

add several inches of mulch against the trunk.  The tree should be planted high 

enough that a small amount of root flare is visible, and the mulch should not be placed 

against the trunk.  For a container-grown tree, check to be sure that the tree is not 

pot-bound (with roots going round and round at the bottom of the pot).  If it is, gently 

cut the roots on each side before planting.  Otherwise, the roots can eventu-

ally strangle the tree.  Unfortunately, by the time the damage is discovered, these 

trees probably cannot be saved.  John Cooper's article "Tree Planting and Care" is ex-

cellent and gives detailed instructions.  Here is the link:  

http://denton-tx.tamu.edu/PubCat.cfm?COUNTY=Denton&CatID=1200 

            Janie Farler 

...our thanks to the folks that man the ‘ASK THE MG’ desk,  
especially now that our resident expert has left the building: 

ELIZABETH SNAPP    JACKIE KERSTETTER   IN TRAINING: 
JANIE FARLER    MAGGIE METZINGER   CONNIE GREGORY 
CAROLYN TINNER    JULIE LEVINE    AUDREY ROBINSON 
ZOE BROXSON    JUDY BROUGH   NORMA FOLSE 
LINDA WILLIAMS    DEANNA MILES   NANCY DAVIS 
SANDY HIATTE    CAROL EGGERT 
DIANA BLOCK     JOAN RENNIE 
      JUDY STEWART 

 

 

 GARDENING TIP:   
You can’t bear to toss your beloved old blue porcelain bowl set. And maybe that Michelin tire might come in handy 
again, so you should keep it. Although you might not use recycled porcelain bowls or apple barrels but rather terra 
cotta or woven pots, the simple concept of growing plants in pots or urns in addition to other objects, offers you a  
variety of enjoyable and creative ways to maintain and experiment with your garden. 
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JUNE 21ST, 8:15 AM TO 1:00 PMJUNE 21ST, 8:15 AM TO 1:00 PMJUNE 21ST, 8:15 AM TO 1:00 PMJUNE 21ST, 8:15 AM TO 1:00 PM    

For the past five years, the DCMGA has sponsored a fruit, herb, flower and vegetable 
show for Denton County gardeners.  The show is free:  it is open to children and adults; 
even Master Gardeners can compete.  Ribbons and cash prizes have been awarded in the 
past, much to the delight of the winners.  We will continue this tradition with the help of 
NorthStar and others.  Continuing this program requires several volunteers the day of 
the event.  There is no heavy lifting, no digging, no planting involved.  Volunteers regis-
ter the entrants, help arrange the display area, unify the entries at the make-ready ta-
bles, transport entries to the display area.  This work is fast, sometimes hectic, satisfying 
and really fun working with the public.  It is really interesting to see what local gardeners 
produce in their gardens.  Assignments are made the day of the event by the superinten-
dent of the show, Maurine LeBeau, who will give each volunteer an assignment.  The day 
is over after the judges have made their choices, ribbons and prizes awarded, and clean 
up is complete, usually around 1pm.  This is a rain or shine event.  If you are interested 
in this service opportunity, please contact Maurine at cajun8@verizon.net. 

         Maurine LeBeau 
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Duck Creek Blackberry Farm in Sanger--  Go to  their website for updates 
www.duckcreekblackberries.com Should be ready to pick the first of June. Most of their 

bushes are thornless!!!!!  Sandy Read 

You might also check out this website:  http://pickyourown.org  It is a national website, just 
click on a state and it is very easy to navigate.  If you know of any other pick your own farms, 
pass  them along.  Donna 
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I would like to share this wellkept secret with the other DCMGA members. It is Homestead 
Heritage located north of Waco. They have a wonderful garden shop, seed store, herb garden, 
grist mill, pottery shop, etc.  I just can't say enough wonderful things about this beautiful 

place.  Check out their website at homesteadheritage.com.  Norma Folse 

 
 
 
 

 

 

KICK-OFF MEETING 
JUNE 26, 2008 

10AM 
LOCATION:   Upper Trinity Regional Water District 

CONTACT:  Cheryl Parkinson, Chair 
cheryl.parkinson@tx.rr.com 

GardenGardenGardenGarden  InfoFest 
“Gardening for Pleasure and the Planet” 

 

A freefreefreefree educational event presented by the Denton County Master Gardener Association 
in  cooperation with Upper Trinity Regional Water District 
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THERE IS A $5 FEE FOR PARKINGTHERE IS A $5 FEE FOR PARKINGTHERE IS A $5 FEE FOR PARKINGTHERE IS A $5 FEE FOR PARKING    
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 JULY 9, ***6:30 PM***JULY 9, ***6:30 PM***JULY 9, ***6:30 PM***JULY 9, ***6:30 PM***    
***The meeting will be held at the ***The meeting will be held at the ***The meeting will be held at the ***The meeting will be held at the     

North Branch Denton Library 3020 N Locust***North Branch Denton Library 3020 N Locust***North Branch Denton Library 3020 N Locust***North Branch Denton Library 3020 N Locust***    
Presentation by Crape Myrtle AssociationPresentation by Crape Myrtle AssociationPresentation by Crape Myrtle AssociationPresentation by Crape Myrtle Association----Susan OwensSusan OwensSusan OwensSusan Owens    

 'Trails of McKinney' 'Trails of McKinney' 'Trails of McKinney' 'Trails of McKinney'         

    

JUNE 11, 9:00 AM 
 

PRESENTATION BY 
 

DIANE LAND 

1997 MASTER GARDENER 
 

‘GATES TO YOUR GARDEN’ 

DCMGA MEETINGS 

     
AUGUST 13, 9:00 AMAUGUST 13, 9:00 AMAUGUST 13, 9:00 AMAUGUST 13, 9:00 AM    
TO BE ANNOUNCED... 
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 I have been working as project manager for Fairhaven/Fair Oaks, two Independent (not 
for profit) Senior Communities since March of  2007.  Both are located in north Denton 
tucked among established residential neighborhoods.  I didn’t pick these sites, they picked 
me!   
 

Fairhaven is located off  of  Carroll Boulevard just north of  TWU.  It has a beautiful wild 
area with a pond, stream and small benches that are perfect for a picnic.  The property 
has many mature trees that provide shade and protection for wildlife.  Each room has a 
large window that looks out to a small individual garden.   These gardens are as beautiful 
and as varied as the residents who live there.  A gentleman whose room overlooks the back 
of  the property has a list of  all of  the wildlife he has seen from his recliner.  He has several 
bird feeders that the birds and squirrels enjoy.  Over the years, different residents, staff  or 
community groups have added plants, bushes, bird baths, and decorations of  all types 
imaginable.   It is wild and wonderful.  Without a groundskeeper or working sprinkler sys-
tem, the plants were put to the ultimate test “only the strongest survive!”   

 Last year, the work consisted of  general cleanup and discovery and getting a functional 
sprinkler system installed at a modest cost.   In the spring and fall, annuals were added for 
instant color and beauty.  This year, we are finishing the sprinkler system and training the 
staff  the do the watering.  In addition, we have added more perennials and some annuals 
to the beds, are working on a compost area, have decorated an outdoor porch with several 
planted flower pots, and mulched everything in sight. The long neglected pond has been 
our biggest challenge, but progress is being made. With the help of  a MG intern we now 
have the promised donation of  a pump, water feature and water plants. We just need to 
clean out years of  pond scum to be able to install the improvements. Later in the year, we 
plan to offer educational opportunities for the residents, their families, and the staff  
through our speaker’s bureau at both Fairhaven and Fair Oaks. 
 

Fair Oaks is located south of  University Avenue just off  of  Audra. (Audra can be difficult 
to find as the same street changes names several times as it meanders through town.)  Fair 
Oaks is a large community with eight buildings (four on either side of  a short dead end 
street).  One building houses the community center and offices for the staff.  The other 
seven buildings house the residents with each building having five or six apartments. 
 Last year, our main job was cleaning the existing individual gardens, the common areas, 
adding new beds to the area that faces the street, and providing a much requested commu-
nity vegetable garden.  This year, we have planted six trees that were donated by the Gar-
den Culture Club.  The vegetable garden is off  to a good start thanks to a truck load of  
horse manure and a lot of  hard work!  We also tackled pruning the roses.                         

 

Fairhaven/Fair Oaks 
 

 Barbara Burgin 
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The other major task (started last year and still on going this year) is making sure each 
resident who wanted a garden has one.   The challenges are drainage problems and rocky 
clay soil. 
 

I have enjoyed getting to know the residents and staff  at both communities.  They are in-
terested and eager to learn about what we are doing and why.  I have also gotten to know 
so many nice, generous, hard working, knowledgeable, and enthusiastic Master Gardeners 
in the last year.  Thank you to the class of  2007, the class of  2008 interns and the veteran 
Master Gardeners who have worked with me or given me advice.   Thank you to The Gar-
den Culture Club and its members who have generously donated their time working with 
us, money, plants, experience and expertise.   Thank you also to John, Donna and the 
board who approved this project.   It could not exist without all of  these people working 
together.  Thank you so much! 

 FOR MORE PICTURES GO TO DCMGA.COM/NEWSLETTER/PHOTO GALlERY 
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FAIRHAVEN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BEFORE 

 

AFTER 

 

BEFORE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFTER 

FAIR OAKS 
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April has been a busy month for Denton County Master Gardeners.  The 2008 Interns finished the 
course work required to certify as master gardeners, 75 members and guests wished “Happy 
Trails” to John at his retirement celebration and 12 of our members traveled to the Texas Master 
Gardeners’ state conference in Conroe to represent Denton County.  Denton County Master Gar-
deners participated in several local events including the Flower Mound Environmental Fair at 
Home Depot, the Keep Lewisville Beautiful Smartscape Event at Upper Trinity Regional Water 
District and the Denton Red Bud Festival.  We bagged and distributed red bud trees to third-
graders for Denton Arbor Day and attended multiple work days for our “Gardening for Pleasure 
and the Planet Garden Tour and Plant Sale.  Our members also worked at the Denton Library Gar-
den Series, LISDOLA, Argyle High School and at the Denton Parks and Rec Preschool Wildflowers 
Class.  I’m fairly sure I haven’t mentioned all the events that occupied Denton County Master 
Gardeners during the month of April, but I think you get the idea—we’ve been BUSY!!! 
 

Denton County Master Gardeners Score Big at the Texas Master Gardeners State 
Conference in Conroe 

Twelve of our members traveled to Conroe for the annual state conference.  Denton County was 
well-represented by our number of attendees and was also well-represented when the 2007 state 
awards for exemplary achievement in various categories were passed out. 
 
As I walked by the posters and exhibits that were displayed in the lobby of the Lone Star Confer-
ence Center on Friday morning, I was very happy to see a third place ribbon on the Butterfly 
poster created by Joanne Fellows for her butterfly gardening classes.  Then at lunch on Friday, 
we heard Denton County announced twice during the Junior Master Gardener awards ceremony.  
Jenny Estes was honored with the Marva E. Beck JMG Leader of the Year award, and her 
“Riding the Rails” project was selected as the JMG County Program of the Year. 
 
Denton County was honored twice more at the state awards ceremony that followed Friday eve-
ning’s dinner.  First Place for medium-large association in the Publications category went to the 
Garden InfoFest event program.  Julie Levine led the initiative to create the InfoFest event pro-
gram, and she was ably assisted by Janie Farler and Carolyn Tinner.  Third Place for medium-
large association in the Educational Programs category went to Garden InfoFest: Gardening for 
Pleasure and the Planet.  It was my privilege to lead the team of talented and hard-working  

master gardeners who developed and implemented the 2007 Garden InfoFest, and I’m happy 
that your work has been recognized with a state award. 

 
Congratulations go to all the Denton County Master Gardeners who participated in our  
projects and education events for 2007.  Our awards team submitted 5 entries for 2007, and we 
have been recognized with 5 state awards.  We were told at the conference that more applica-
tions for awards were submitted for 2007 than ever before, and the 6 out-of-state judges 
who were on point to select the winners had high praise for the quality of the entries.  I’m 
very proud of the work we do, and receiving 5 state awards is definitely the “icing on the 
cake”.  Thanks for all the great work you do. 
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Garden Tour/Plant Sale Tickets Promotion 
Please be sure to turn in proceeds you have collected from Ticket Sales for the Garden Tour 

and Plant Sale to Linda Williams or Donna Wolfe by May 9May 9May 9May 9 to qualify for prizes in the ticket sales 
competition.  Leah Knack was the winner in the April drawing and will choose her prize at the 
May general meeting on 5/14.  Our final drawing for prizes will be at the May meeting, and if you 
have turned in at least $80 for the sale of 10 tickets, your name will be in the pot to win. 
 
If you still have tickets that you don’t expect to sell, turn them in to Linda or Donna as soon as 
possible so they can be available to “sell at the door” on tour day.  Thanks to all of you who have 
been hitting the streets to promote our ticket sales for the Garden Tour and Plant Sale. 

 

2008 Garden InfoFest Leader Announced 
I am happy to announce that Cheryl Parkinson will lead the 2008 Garden InfoFest: Gardening 

for Pleasure and the Planet initiative.  Cheryl joined DCMGA in the 2002 intern class and is cur-
rently serving on the Board as delegate-at-large.  She will be a great leader for this year’s event 
and is looking forward to kicking off planning for the 2008 InfoFest in the next few weeks.  She 
will be reviewing the successes and challenges identified in last year’s InfoFest debriefing session 
as we begin work on the 2008 event.  We hope many of you will join us to work on this fun and 
rewarding activity.  This year’s InfoFest will be Saturday, October 4, at Upper Trinity Regional 
Water District. 

 

         ZOE BROXSON 
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ANITA MAYNOR’S 
WATER WISE GARDENS 

RICA POTENZ’S 
NATIVE GARDENS 

JANET GERSHENFELD’S 
SECRET GARDEN 
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ARGYLE HILLTOP  
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

OUTDOOR LEARNING AREA 

JENNIE ESTES’ 
RIDING THE RAILS 

2008 SPRING PLANT SALE 
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CONTRIBUTING EDITORS ROTO TELLER STAFF 

 
  Diana Block.............................................Class of 2004   
  Zoe Broxson............................................Class of 2006 
  Barbara Burgin........................................Class of 2007 
  Maurine LeBeau......................................Class of 2002 
  Selena Schindler......................................Class of 1992 
  Linda Williams........................................Class of 2000 

  Janie Farler...............................................Class of  2003  
  Mary Morrow............Editor.....................Class of  2001 
  Brent Bloechle..........................................Class of  2003 
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We hope you enjoyed your Quarterly ROTO TELLER, let us know what you like and don’t like— 
E-mail the Editor at ROTOTELLER06@aol.com, also send suggestions, comments, or questions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** Due to conflicts with Kyle’s employment, Kyle and Brenda exchanged Board positions*** 

2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PRESIDENT  ZOE BROXSON 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT  LINDA WILLIAMS 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT  JACKIE KERSTETTER 

SECRETARY***  KYLE NAYFA*** 

TREASURER***  BRENDA WELLENREITER*** 

VOLUNTEER DIRECTOR  DONNA WOLFE 

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR  ADELE PETTY 

DELEGATE-AT-LARGE  CHERYL PARKINSON 

PAST PRESIDENT  SANDY HIATTE 

2008 COMMITTEE LEADERS 

PROJECT  ADMINISTRATOR LINDA WILLIAMS 

WAYS AND MEANS JACKIE KERSTETTER 

PUBLICITY ADELE PETTY 

WEBSITE JANIE FARLER 

ROTO TELLER MARY MORROW 

PROGRAM ANNELL BURNS 

ADVANCED TRAINING DIANA BLOCK 

AUDIT ANNIE BRACKIN 

MENTOR MAURINE LEBEAU 

AWARDS MAURINE LEBEAU 

HOSPITALITY CLARICE LUCE 

SPEAKERS’ BUREAU LYNDA HARVEY 

HISTORIAN TBD 

SCHOLARSHIP MARY MORROW 

TECHNOLOGY LUCILLE DEL VECCHIO 


